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SIR, 

BEING  fo  great  a  lover  of  antiquities,  it  wad 
reafonable  to  fuppofe,  you  would  be  very 
much  obliged  with  any  thing  that  was  new.  I 
have  been  of  late  offended  with  many  writers  of 
effays  and  moral  difcourfes,  for  running  into  ftale 
topicks  and  thread-bare  quotations,  and  not  hand- 
ling their  fubjeft  fully  and  clofely :  all  which  er- 
rors I  have  carefully  avoided  in  the  following  eflay, 
which  I  have  propofed  as  a  pattern  for  young 
writers  to  imitate.  The  thoughts  and  obfervations 
being  entirely  new,  the  quotations  untouched  by 
others,  the  fubje&  of  mighty  importance,  and 
treated  with  much  order  and  perfpicuity,  it 
has  coft  me  a  great  deal  of  time;  and  I  defire 
you  will  accept  and  confider  it  as  the  utmoft  effort 
of  my  geuius* 
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TRITICAL     ESSAY 

CfrOK   THE 

FACULTIES  of  the  MIND. 


PHILOSOPHERS  fay,  that  ttiah  is  a  mi- 
crocofm,  or  little  world,  refembling  in  minia- 
ture every  part  of  the  great  5  and,  in  my  opinion, 
the  body  natural  may  be  compared  to  the  body 
politic:  and  if  this  be  fo,  how  can  the  Epicurean's 
opinion  be  true,  that  the  Univerfe  was  formed  by  a 
fortuitous  eoncoUrfe  of  atoms;  which  I  will  no  more 
believe,  than  that  the  accidental  jumbling  of  the  let- 
ters of  the  alphabet,  could  fall  by  chance  into  a  moil 
ingenious  and  learfted  treatife  of  philofophy.   Rifum 
ttneatis  alnici?  [Hor.]     This  falfe  opinion  muft 
needs  create  many  more ;  it  is  like  an  error  in  the 
firft  conco&ion,  which  cannot  be  corre&ed  in  the , 
fecond;    the  foundation   is  weak,   and  whatever 
fuperftj;u£ture  you  raife  upon  it,  milft  of.  neceffity 
fall  to  the  ground.     Thus  men  are  led  from  one 
error  to  another,  until  with  Ixion  they  embrace  a 
cloud  inftead  of  Juno ;  or  like  the  dog  in  the  fable, 

B  %         •  lofe 
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lofe  the  fubftance  in  gaping  at  the  fhadow.  For 
fuch  opinions  cannot  cohere;  but  like  the  iron  and 
clay  in  the  toes  of  Nebuchadnezzar's  image,  jnuft 
feparate  and  break  in  pieces.  I  have  read  in  a 
certain  author,  that  Alexander  wept  becaufe  he  had 
no  more  worlds  to  conquer  j  which  he  needed  nbt 
have  done,  if  the  fortuitous  concourfe  of  atoms 
could  create  one  :  but  this  is  an  opinion,  fitter  for 
that  many-headed  beaft,  the  vulgar,  to  entertain^ 
than  for  fo  wife  a  man  as  Epicurus ;  the  corrupt 
part  of  his  fe£t  only  borrowed  his  name,  as  the 
monkey  did  the  cat's  claw,  to  draw  the  chefntiti 
out  of  the  fire. 

However,  the  firft  ftep  to  the  cure,  is  to  know  the 
difeafe ;  and  though  truth  may  be  difficult  to  find, 
becaufe,  as  the  philofopher  obferves,  fhe  lives  in  the 
bottom  of  a  well,  yet  we  need  not,  like  blind  men, 
grope  in  open  day-light.  I  hope  I  may  be  allow- 
ed, among  fo  many  far  more  learned  men,  to  offer 
my  mite,  fince  a  ftander-by  may  fometimes  per- 
haps fee  more  of  the  game,  than  he  that  plays  it. 
But  I  do  not  think  a  philofopher  obliged  to  ac- 
count for  every  phenomenon  in  nature,  or  drown 
himfelf  with  Ariftotle,  for  not  being  able  to  folve 
the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  tide,  in  that  fatal 
fentence  he  paft  upon  himfelf,  ^uia  te  non  capio3 
tu  capies  me.  Wherein  he  was  at  once  the  judge 
and  the  criminal,  the  accufer  and  executioner*  So-* 
crates,  on  the  other  hand,  who  faid  he  knew  go- 
thing,  was  pronounced  by  the  oracle  to  be  tha 
wifeft  man  in  the  world* 

But 
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But  to  return  from  this  digreffion  :  I  think  it  as 
clear  as  any  demonftration  of  Euclid,  that  nature 
does  nothing  in  vaiji ;  if  we  were  able  to  dive  into 
her  fecret  recefles,  we  fhould  find  that  the  fmalleft 
blade  of  grafs,  or  moft  contemptible  weed,  has  its 
particular  ufe ;  but  fhe  is  chiefly  admirable  in  her 
minuteft  compofitions,  the  leaft  and  moft  con- 
temptible infeft,  moft  difcovers  the  art  of  nature,  if 
I  may  fo  call  it,  though  nature,  which  delights  in 
variety,  will  always  triumph  over  art :  and  as  the 
poet  obferves, 

Naturam  expellas  furca  licet,  ufque  recurret.    Hor. 

But  the  various  opinions  of  philofophers,  have 
fcattered  through  the  world  as  many  plagues  of  the 
mind,  as  Pandora's  box  did  thofe  of  the  body; 
only  with  this  difference,  that  they  have  not  left 
hope  at  the  bottom.  And  if  truth  be  not  fled  with 
Aftrea,  (he  is  certainly  as  hidden  as  the  fource  of 
Nile,  and  can  be  found  only  in  Utopia.  Not  that 
I  would  refledt  on  thofe  wife  fages,  which  would  be 
a  fort  of  ingratitude ;  and  he  that  calls  a  man  un- 
grateful, fums  up  all  the  evil  that  a  man  can  be 
guilty  of, 

Ingratum  fi  dixeris,  omnia  dicis. 

But,  what  I  blame  the  philofophers  for,  (though 
fome  may  think  it  a  paradox)  is  chiefly  their  pride; 
nothing  lefs  than  an  ipfc  dixity  and  you  muft  pin 
your  faith  on  their  fleeve.  And  though  Diogenes 
Jiv?d  in  a  tub,  there  might  be,  for  aught  I  know, 
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as  much  pride  under  his  rags,  as  in  the  fine  fpun 
garments  of  the  divine  Plato.  It  is  reported  of  this 
Diogenes,  that  when  Alexander  came  to  fee  him, 
and  promifed  to  give  him  whatever  he  would  aik> 
the  Cynick  only  anfwered,  "  Take  not  from  me 
w  what  thou  canft  not  give  me,  hut  ftand  from 
44  between  me  and  the  light  ;"  which  was  almoft 
as  extravagant  as  the  philofopher,  that  flung  his 
money  into  the  fea,  with  this  remarkable  fay- 
ing      > 

How  different  %  was  this  man  from  the  ufurer, 
who  being  told  his  fon  would  fpend  all  he  had  gotf 
replied,  "  He  cannot  take  more  pleafure  in  fpend- 
4i  ing,  than  I  did  in  getting  it."  Thefe  men  could 
fee  the  faults  of  each  other,  but  not  their  owdi  ; 
thofe  they  flung  into  the  bag  behind  ;  non  videmus 
id  mantica  quod  in  tergo  eji.  I  may  perhaps  be 
cenfured  for  my  free  opinions  by  thofe  carping 
Momus's,  whom  authors  worfhip,  as  the  Indians 
do  the  devil,  for  fear.  They  will  endeavour  to 
give  my  reputation  as  many  wounds,  as  the  man  in 
the  almanack;  but  I  value  it  not;  and  perhaps 
like  flies,  they  may  buz  fo  often  about  the  candle^ 
till  they  burn  their  wings.  They  mutt  pardon  me, 
if  I  venture  to  give  them  this  advice,  not  to  rail  at 
what  they  cannot  underftand  ;  it  does  but  difcover 
that  felf-tormenting  paflion  of  envy,  than  which 
the  greateft  tyrant  never  invented  a  more  cru^l 
torment. 

Jnvidia  Siculi  non  invenere  Tyranni 
Tormenwm  rosyus-*  Juv. 

I  muft 
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I  muft  be  fo  bold  to  tell  my  criticks  and  witlings, 
that  they  can  no  more  judge  of  this,  than  a  man 
that  is  born  blind,  can  have  any  true  idea  of  co- 
lours. I  have  always  obferved,  that  your  empty 
veffels  found  loudeft  :  I  value  their  lafhes  as  little 
as  the  fea  did  thofe  of  Xerxes,  when  he  whipped 
it.  The  utmoft  favour  a  man  can  expedt  from 
them  is,  that  which  Polyphemus  promifed  Ulyfles, 
that  he  would  devour  him  the  laft:  they  think 'to 
fubdue  a  writer,  as  Caefar  did  his  enemy,  with  a 
Vcniy  vidiy  vici.  I  confefs  I  value  the  opinion  of 
the  judicious  few,  a  Rymer,  a  Dennis,  or  a 
W  ■■■■  k;  but  for  the  reft,  to  give  my  judgment 
at  once,  I  think  the  long  difpute  among  the  philo- 
fophers  about,  a  vacuum^  may  be  determined  in  the 
affirmative,  that  it  is  to  be  found  in  a  critick'* 
head.  They  are  at,  beft  but  the  drones  of  the 
learned  world,  who  devour  the  honey,  and  will 
not  work  themfelves  ;  and  a  writer  need  no  more 
regard  them,  than  the  moon  does  the  barking  of  a 
little  fenfelefs  cur.  For,  in  fpite  of  their  terribje 
roaring,  you  may,  with  half  an  eye,  difcover  the 
afs  under  the  lion's  fkin. 

But  to  return  to  our  difcourfe :  Demofthenes  be- 
ing afted  what  was  the  firft  part  of  an  orator,  re- 
plied, a&ion :  what  was  the  fecond,  a&ion  :  what 
was  the  third,  a&ion:  and  fo  on  ad  infinitum. 
This  may  be  true  in  oratory ;  but  contemplation, 
in  other  things,  exceeds  a&ion.  And  therefore  a 
wife  man  is  never  lefs  alone,  than  when  he  ia 
alone; 

Nunquam  minus  folus,  quam  c&m  folus. 

B  4  And 
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And  Archimedes,  the  famous  mathematician, 
was  fo  intent  upon  his  problems,  that  he  never 
minded  the  folcjier  who  came  to  kill  him.  There-? 
fore,  not  to  detract  from  the  juft  praHe  which  be-? 
longs  to  Orators,  they  ought  to  confider  that  na- 
ture, ^hich  gave  us  two  eyes  to  fee,  and  two  ears 
to  hear,  has  given  us  but  one  tongue  to  fpeak; 
wherein  however  fome  dp  fo  abound,  that  the  vir-* 
tuofi,  who  have  been  fo  long  in  fearch  for  the 
perpetual  motion,  may  infallibly  find  it  there.. 

Some  men  admire  republicks,  becaufe  orators 
jlourifti  there  moft,  and  are  the  greateft  enemies  of 
tyranny:  but  my  opinion  isf  that  one  tyrant  i§ 
fetter,  than  a  hundred.  Beftdes,  thefe  orators  iiw 
flame  the  people,  whpfe  anger  is  really  but  a  fliort 
fy  of  madnefs, 

Jra  furor  brevis  eft. — —  Jioiu 

After  which,  laws  are  like  cobwebs,  which  may 
patch  fmall  flies,  but  let  wafps  and  hornets  break 
through,     JJut  in  oratory  the  greateft   art  is  tg 

Arti$  eft  crfare  artem. 

But.  this  muft  be  the  work  of  time,  we  muft 
|ay  hpld  pn  all  opportunities,  and  let  flip  no  occa- 
sion j  elfe  we  fhall  be  forced  to  weave  Penelope's 
Web,  unravel  in  the  night,  what  we  ipun  in  the 
jlay?  And  therefpre  I  have  obferved,  that  time  i^ 
painted  with  a  lock  before,  and  bald  behind,  figni-: 
fying  thereby,  that  we  muft  take  time  (as  we  fey)" 
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by  the  frrdock,  for  when  it  is  once  paft,  tihett 
Js  no  recalling  it. 

The  mind  of  man  is  at  firft  (if  you  will  pardoa 
the  expreffion)  like  a  tabula  ra/ay  or  like  wax, 
which,  while  it  is  foft,  is  capable  of  any  impref- 
fion,  till  time  has  hardened  it.  And  at  length 
death,  that  grim  tyrant,  ftops  us  in  the  midft  of 
our  career.  The  greateft  conquerors  have  at  laft 
been  conquered  by  death,  which  fpares  none,  from 
the  fceptre  to  the  fpade. 

Mors  omnibus  communis. 

All  rivers  go  to  the  fea,  but  none  return  from 
it.  Xerxes  wept  when  he  beheld  his  army,  to 
confider  that  in  lefs  than  a  hundred  years,  they 
would  be  all  dead*  Anacreon  was  choaked  with 
a  grape-ftone  j  and  violent  joy  kills  as  well  as 
violent  grief.  There  is  nothing  in  this  world 
conftant,  but  inconftancy  j  yet  Plato  thought,  that 
if  virtue  would  appear  to  the  world  in  her  own 
native  drefs,  all  men  would  be  enamoured  with 
her.  But  now,  fince  intereft  governs  the  world, 
and  men  negiedl  the  golden  mean,  Jupiter  him- 
felf,  if  he  came  to  the  earth,  would  be  defpifed, 
unlefs  it  were,  as  he  did  to  Danae,  in  a  golden 
fhower:  for  men  now-a-days  worfhip  the  rifing 
fun,  and  not  the  fetting. 

Donee  eris  fclix  multos  numerabis  amicos. 

Thus  have  I,  in  obedience  to  your  commands, 

ventured  to  expofe  myfelf  to  cenfure,  in  this  cri- 
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tical  age  Whether  I  have  done  right  t%my  fub- 
je&,  muft  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  my  learned 
reader:  however,  I  cannot  but  hope,  that  my 
attempting,  of  it,  may  be  an  encouragement. for 
feme  able  pen,  to  perform  it  with  more  fuccefs. 
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P  R  E  D  I  C  T  I  O  NS 

FOR 

THE     YEAR     1708. 

Wherein  the  Month,  and  the  Day  of  the  Month  arc 
fct  down,  the  Persons  named,  and  the  Great 
Actions  and  Events  of  next  Year  particu- 
larly related,  as  they  will  come  to  pafs. 

Written  to  prevent  the  People  of  England  from  being  farther 
Impofed  on  by  vulgar  Almanack-makers. 

Br   ISAAC  BICKERSTAFF,  Esq, 


I  HAVE  long  confidered  the  grofs  abufe  of 
aftrology  in  this  kingdom,  and  upon  debating 
the  matter  with  myfelf,  I  could  not  poffibly  laj 
the  fault  upon  the  art,  but  upon  thofe  grofs  im- 
poftors,  who  fet  up  to  be  the  artifts.  I  know  fe- 
deral learned  men  have  contended,  that  the  whole 
is  a  cheat ;  that  it  is  abfurd  and  ridiculous  to  ima- 
gine, the  ftars  can  have  any  influence  at  all  upon 
human  a&ions,  thoughts,  or  inclinations ;  and 
whoever  has  not  bent  his  ftudies  that  way,  may 
be  excufed  for  thinking  fo,  when  he  fees  in  how 
wretched  a  manner  that  noble  art  is  treated,  by  a 
few  mean  illiterate  traders  between  us  and  the  ftars; 
who  import  a  yearly  ftpek  of  nonfenfe,  lies,  folly, 
3  and 
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and  impertinence,  which  they  offer  to  the  world  as 
genuine  from  the  planets,  though  they  defcend 
from  no  greater  a  height  than  their  own  brains. 

I  intend,  in  a  fhort  time,  to  publifh  a  large  and 
rational  defence  of  this  art,  and  therefore  fliall  fay 
no  more  in  its  juftiiication  at  prefent,  than  that  it 
has  been  in  all  ages  defended  by  many  learned 
men,  and  among  the  reft  by  Socrates  himfelf ; 
whom  I  look  upon  as  undoubtedly  the  wifeft  of 
uninfpired  mortals :  to  which  if  we  add,  that  thofe 
who  have  condemned  this  art,  though*  otherwife 
learned,  having  been  fuch,  as  either  did  not  apply 
their  ftudies  this  way,  or  at  leaft  did  not  fucceed 
in  their  applications,  their  teftimony  will  not  be  of 
much  weight  to  its  difadvantage,  fince  they  are 
liable  to  the  common  obje&ion,  of  condemning 
what  they  did  not  underftand. 

Nor  *  am  I  at  all  offended,  *  or  do  I  think  it 
an  injury  to  the  art,  when  I  fee  the  common 
dealers  in  it,  the  ftudents  inaftrology,the  philomaths, 
and  the  reft  of  that  tribe,  treated  by  wife  men 
with  the  utmoft  fcorn  and  contempt ;  but  I  rather 
wonder,  when  I  obferve  gentlemen  in  the  country, 
rich  enough  to  ferve  the  nation  in  parliament, 
poring  in  Partridge's  almanack,  to  find  out  the 
events  of  the  year,  at  home  and  abroad  j  not  daring 

*  In  the  life  of  thefe  disjunctive  particles,  writers  have  been  very 
inaccurate,  ufing  the  negative  in  one  part  of  the  fentence,  and  the 
affirmative  in  the  other,  as  in  the  above  inftance.  '  Nor  am  I  at  all 
offended,  or  do  I  think,'  &c.  It  fhould  be,  **rdoIthink,  kc. 
The  affirmative  fhould  always  be  followed  by  an  affirmative,  the  ne- 
gative by  a  negative.    It  fhould  be,  either,  or ;  neither,  nor. 

to 
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f)  propofe  a  hunting-match,  till  Gadbury  or  he 
ave  fixed  the  weather. 
I  will  allow  either  of  the  two  I  have  mentioned* 
or  any  other  of  the  fraternity,  to  be  not  only  aftro- 
logers,  but  conjurors  too*  if  I  do  not  produce  a* 
hundred  inftances  in  all  their  almanacks,  to  con- 
vince any  reafonable  man,  that  they  do  not  fa. 
much  as  underftand  common  grammar  and  fyntaxj 
that  they  are  not  able  to  fpell  any  word  out  of  the 
ufual  road,  nor,  even  in  their  prefaces,  to  write 
common  fenfe,  or  intelligible  Englifli.  Then,  foe 
their  obfervations  and  predictions,  they  are  fuck 
as  will  equally  fuit  any  age  or  country  inihe  world* 
u  This  month  a  certain  great  perfon  will  be  threat- 
iC  en$d  with  death  or  ficknefs."  This  the  news- 
papers will  tell  them ;  for  there  we  find  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  that  no  month  pafles  without  the 
death*  of  fome  perfon  of  note  j  and  it  would  be 
hard,  if  it  fhould  be  otherwife,  when  there  are  at 
leaft  two  thoufand  perfons  of  note  in  this  kingdom, 
many  of  them  old,  and  the  almanack-maker  has 
the  liberty  of  choofing  the  fickiieft  feafon  of  the 
year,  where  he  may  fix  his  predi&ion.  Again, 
"  this  month  an  eminent  clergyman  will,  be  pre- 
*  ferred;"  of  which  there  may  be  many  hundreds, 
half  of  them  with  one  foot  in  the  grave.  Then, 
"  fuch  a  planet  in  fuch  a  houfe  fhews  great  ma- 
u  chinations,  plots  and  confpiracies,  that  may  in 
4i  time  be  brought  to  light :"  after  which,  if  we 
hear  of  any  difcovery,  the  aftrologer  gets  the  ho- 
nour ;  if  not,  his  predictions  ftill  ftand  good.  And 
4t  laft,  "  God  preferve  king  William  from  all  his 

"  open 


Digitized 


by  Google 


i4  PREDICTIONS   FOR 

44  open  and  fecret  enemies,  Amen."  When  if  tfi© 
king  fhould  happen  to  have  died,  the  aftrologer 
plainly  foretold  it ;  otherwife  it  pafles  for  the  pious 
ejaculations  of  a  loyal  fubje& :  though  it  unluckily 
happened  in  fome  of  their  almanacks,  that  poor 
king  IVilliam  was  prayed  *for  many  months  after 
he  was  dead,  becaufe  it  fell  out,  that  he  died  about . 
the  beginning  of  the  year. 

To  mention  no  more  of  their  impertinent  pre- 
dictions, what  have  we  to  do  with  their  advertife- 
ments  about cc  pills  and  drink  for  the  venereal  difeafe  ?** 
or  their  mutual  quarrels  in  verfe  and  profe  of  whig 
and  tory,  wherewith  the  ftars  have  little  to  do  ? 

Having  long  obferved  and  lamented  thefe,  and 
a  hundred  other  abufes  of  this  art  too  tedious  to 
repeat,  I  refolved  to  proceed  in  a  new  way,  which 
I  doubt  not  will  be  to  the  general  fatisfa&ion  of 
die  kingdom :  I  can  this  year  produce  but  a  fpeci- 
men  of  what  I  defign  for  the  future ;  having  em- 
ployed moft  part  of  my  time,   in  adjufting  and 
corre&ing  the  calculations  I  made  fome  years  paft, 
becaufe  I  would  offer  nothing  to  the  world,  of 
which  I  am  not  as  fully  fatisfied,  as  that  I  am  now 
alive.     For  thefe  two  laft  years  I  have  not  failed  in 
above  one  or  two  particulars,  and  thofe  of  no  very 
great  moment.     I  exa&ly  foretold  the  mifcarriage 
at  Toulon,  with  all  its  particulars ;   and  the  lofs 
of  admiral  Shovel,  though  I  was  miftaken  as  to 
the  day,  placing  that  article  about  thirty-fix  hours 
fooner  than  it  happened ;  but  upon  reviewing  my 
fchemes,  I  quickly  found  the  caufe  of  that  error, 
I  likewife  foretold  the  battle  of  Almanza  to  the  very 
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day  and  hour,  with  the  lofs  on  both  fides,  and 
the  confequences  thereo£  All  which  I  {hewed  to 
fome  friends  many  months  before  they  happened; 
that  is,  I  gave  them  papers  ftaled  up,  to  open  at 
fuch  a  time,  after  which  they  were  at  liberty  to 
read  them;  and  there  they  found  my  prediction* 
true  in  every  article,  except  one  or  two  very  mi- 
nute. 

As  for  the  few  following  predictions  I  now  offer 
the  world,  I  forbore  to  publiifr  them,  till  I  had  perufed 
the  {bvcral  almanacks  for  the  year  we  aue  now  en- 
tered upon.  I  found  them  all  in  the  ufual  drain, 
and  I  beg  the  reader  will  compare  their  manner 
with  mine:  and  here  I  make  bold  to  tell  the  world, 
that  I  lay  the  whole  credit  of  my  art  upon  the 
truth  of  thefe  predictions  ;  and  I  will  be  content, 
that  Partridge,  and  the  reft  of  his  clan,  may  hoot 
me  for  a  cheat  and  impoftor,  if  I  fail  in  any  fingle 
particular  of  moment.  I  believe,  any  man  who 
reads  this  paper,  will  look  upon  me  to  be  at 
leaft  a  perfon  of  as  much  honefty  and  underftand- 
ing,  as  a  common  maker  of  almanacks.  I  do  not 
lurk  in  the  dark  j  I  am  not  wholly  unknown  in 
the  world  ;  I  have  fet  my  name  at  length,  to  be  a 
mark  of  infamy  to  mankind,  if  they  flhall  find  I 
deceive  them. 

In  one  point  I  muft  defire  to  be  forgiven,  that  I 
talk  more  fparingly  of  home-affairs  :  as  it  would  be 
imprudence  to  difcover  fecret9  of  ftate,  fo  it  might 
be  dangerous  to  my  perfon ;  but  in  fmaller  matters, 
and  fiich  as  are  not  of  publick  confequence,  I  fhall 
be  very  free  j  and  the  truth  of  my  conje&ures  will 
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as  much  appear  from  thefe  as  the  other.  As  fotf 
the  moft  figaal  events  abroad  in  France,  Flanders, 
Italy  and  Spain,.  I  fhall  make  no  fcruple  to  predi& 
them;  in  plain  terms :  Ibrne  of  them  are  of  im- 
portance, and  I  hope  I  fhall  feldom  miftake  the  day 
they  will  happen ;  therefore,  I  think  good  to  in- 
form the  reader,,  that  I  fhall  all  along  make  life  of 
the  Old  Style  obferved  in  England,  which  I  defire 
he  will  compare  with  that  of  the  newfpapers,  at 
the  time  they  relate  the  actions  I  mention. 

•  I  muft  add  one  word  more:  I  know  it  has  been 
the  opinion  of  feveral  learned  perfons,  who  think 
\foell  enough  of  the  true  art  of  aftrology,  that  the 
ftars  do  only  incline,  and  not  force  the  a&ions  or 
wills  of  men :  and  therefore,  however  I  may  pro- 
ceed by  right  rules,  yet  I  cannot,  in  prudence,  £6 
confidently  aflure  the  events  will  follow  exa&ly  as 
I  predict,  them* 

I  hope  I  have  Aaturely  confidered  this  objedfon* 
which  in  fome  cafes  is  of  no  little  weight.     For 
example :  a  man  may,  by  the  influence  of  an  over- 
ruling planet,  be  difpofed  or  inclined  to  luft,  rage, 
or  avarice,  andyetby  the  force  of  reafon  overcomd 
that  evil  influence ;  and  this  was  the  cafe  of  So-^ 
crates:  but  the  great  events  of  the  world,  ufually 
depending  upon  nuntbers  of  men,  it  cannot  be  ex-1 
pe&ed  they  fhould  all  unite  to  crofs  their  inclina- 
tions, for^urfiiing  a  general  defign,  wherein  they 
unatiimoufly  agree.     Befides,  the  influence  of  the 
•ftars  reaches  to  many  actions  and  events,  which 
are   not  any  way  in  the  power  6f  reafon  j  as 
ificknefsj  deaths  and    what  we   commonly   call 
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Occidents,     with    many   inorfc    needlefs    to    re- 
peat. 

But  now  it  is  time  to  proceed  to  my  predictions, 
which  I  have"  begun  to  calculate  from  the  time  that 
the  fun  enters  into  Aries.  And  this  I  take  to  be 
properly  the  beginning  of  the  natural  yean  I 
purfue  them  to  the  time,  that  he  enters  Libra,  or 
fomewhat  mote,  which  is  the  bufy  period  of  the 
year.  The  remainder  I  have  not  yet  a dj  lifted,  upon 
account  of  feverai  impediments  needlefe  here  to 
mention :  befides,  I  muft  remind  the  reader  again; 
that  this  is  but  a  fpecimen  of  what  I  defign  in  fuc- 
ceeding  years  to  treat  more  at  large,  if  I  may  have 
liberty  and  encouragement. 

My  firft  predi&ion  is  but  a  trifle,  yet  I  will 
mention  it,  to  fhew  how  ignorant  thofe  fottifh  pre- 
tenders to  aftrology  are  in  their  own  concerns :  it 
relates  to  Partridge  the  almanack-maker ;  I  have 
confulted  the  ftar  of  his  nativity  by  my  own  rules* 
and  find  he  will  infallibly  die  upon  the  29th  of 
March  next,  about  eleven  at  night,  of  a  raging 
fever ;  therefore  I  advife  him  to  conflder  of  it,  and 
fettle  his  affairs  in  time. 

The  month  of  April  will  be  obfervable  for  the 
death  of  many  great  perfons.  On  the  4th  will  die 
the  cardinal  De  Noallles,  archbifhop  of  Paris :  on 
the  nth  the  young  prince  of  Afturias,  fon  to  the 
duke  of  Anjou :  on  the  14th  a  great  p?er  of  this 
realm  will  die  at  his  country-houfe :  on  the  1 9th 
an  old  layman  of  great  fame  for  learning :  and  on 
the  23d  an  eminent  goldfmith  in  Lombard-ftreet. 

Vol,  V,  C  I  could 
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I  could  mention  others,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
if  I  did  not  confider  fuch  events  of  very  little  ufe 
or  inftra&ion  to  the  reader,  or  to  the  world. 

As  to  publicfc  affairs  :  on  the  7th  of  this  month 
there  will  be  an  infurre&ion  in  Dauphine,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  oppreffions  of  the  people,  which  wiH 
Hot  be  quieted  in  fbme  months. 

On  the  15th  will  be  a  violent  ftorm  on  the 
fouth-eaft  coaft  of  France,  which  will  deftroy% 
many  of  their  fhips,  and  fome  in  the  very  har- 
bour. 

The  19th  will  be  famous  for  the  revolt  of  a 
'Whole  province  or  kingdom,  excepting  one  city, 
by  ^hich  the  affairs  of  a  certain  prince  in  the  alli- 
ance will  take  a  better  face. 

May,  againft  common  conjectures,  will  be  no 
Very  bufy  month  in  Europe,  but  very  fignal  for 
the  death  of  the  Dauphin,  which  will  happen  on 
the  7th,  after  a  fhort  fit  of  ficknefs,  and  grievous  tor- 
ments with  the  ftranguary.  He  dies  lefs  lamented 
by  the  court  than  the  kingdom. 

On  the  9th  a  marefchal  of  France  will  break  his 
leg  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  difcover  whether  he  will  then  die  or  not. 

On  the  nth  will  begin  a  moft  important  fiege, 
which  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  will  be  upon :  I  can- 
not be  more  particular  :  for,  in  relating  affairs  that 
fd  'nearly  concern  the  confederates,  and  confe- 
quently  this  kingdom,  I  am  forced  to  confute 
myfelf,  for .  feveral  reafons  very  obvious  to  the 
reader. 
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dii  the  15th  news  will  arrive  of  a  Very  fWj>iizing 
feventy  than  whieh  nothing  cotild  be  mora  unex* 
jpe&ed. 

On  the  igth  three  noble  ladies  of  this  kingdom 
Will,  againft  all  expectation,  prove  with  child,  to 
the  great  joy  of  their  hufbaridsi 

On  the  23d  a  farttous  buffobii  0$  the  pky-houfe 
will  die  a  ridiculous  death,  fuitable  to  his  voca* 
tion* 

June.  This  month  will  be  diflinguiflied  at  home* 
by  the  utter  difperfing  of  thofe  ridiculous  deluded 
enthufiafts*  commonly  called  the  prophets  j  occa- 
fioned  chiefly  by  feeing  the  time  come*  Vr hetl  tha-^ 
fty  of  their  prophecies  fhould  be  fulfilled*  and  then 
finding  themfelves  deceived  by  contrary  events.  It 
Is  indeed  to  be  admired*  how  any  deceive*  can  be 
fo  weak  to  foretel  things  near  at  hand*  tohen  & 
very  few  months  muft  of  neceffity  difcbvei4  tlte 
impofture  to  all  the  world  ;  in  this  point  lefs  pnu 
dent  than  common  almanack-makert,  who  are  fa 
wife  to  wander  in  generals,  and  talk  dubioufly,  and 
leave  to  the  reader  the  bufinefs  of  interpreting* 

On  the  1  ft  of  this  month  a  Ffench  general  will 
be  killed  by  a  random  fhot  of  a  cannt)n*ball* 

On  the  6th  a  fire  Will  break  but  in  the  fuburbs  of 
Paris*  which  will  deftroy  above  a  tfiotilahd  houfesj 
and  feems  to  be  the  foreboding  of  what  will  hap- 
pen* to  the  furprize  of  all  Europe*  about  the  end 
of  the  following  month* 

On  the  1 6th  a  gfeat  battle  tvill  fee  fought*  which 
will  begin  at  four  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  ; 
and  laft  till  nine  at  night  with  great  obftinacy,  but 
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no  vfery  decifrve  event.  I  fhall  not  name  the  place, 
for  the  reafons  aforefaid ;  but  the  commanders  on 
each  left  wing  will  be  killed. — I  fee  bonfires,  and 
hear  the  noife  of  guns  for  a  vi&ory. 

On  the  14th  there  will  be  a  falfe  report  of  the 
French  king's  death. 

.  Oft  the  20th  cardinal  Portocarero  will  die  of  a 
dyfcatery,  with  great  fufpicion  of  poifon  ;  but  the 
report  of  his  intention  to  revolt  to  king  Charles 
will  prove  falfe. 

July.  The  6th  of  this  month  a  certain  general 
will,  by  a  glorious  adtton,  recover  the  reputation  he 
loft  by  former  misfortunes. 

On  the  1 2th  a  great  commander  will  die  a  pri- 
soner in  the  hands  of  his  enemies. 

On  the  14th  a  fhameful  difcovery  will  be  made 
of  a  French  jefuit,  giving  poifon  to  a  great  foreign 
general ;  and  when  he  is  put  to  the  torture,  he  will 
make  wonderful  difcoveries. 
.  In  fhort  this  will  prove  a  month  of  great  a&ion, 
if  I  might  have  liberty  to  relate  the  particulars. 

At  home*  the  death  of  an  old  famous  fenator 
will  happeri  on  the  15th  at  his  country-houfe,  worft 
with  age  and  difeafes. 

But  that  which  will  make  this  month  memorable 
to  all  pofterity,,  is  the  death  of  the  French  king, 
Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  after  a  week's  ficknefs  at 
Marli,  which  will  happen  on  the  29th,  about  fix 
o'clock  in  the  evfening.  It  feems  to  be  an  effedt  of 
the  gout  in  the  ftomach,  followed  by  a  flux.  And 
in  three  days  after  Monfieur  Chamillard  will  follow 
his  mailer,  dying  fuddenly  of  an  apoplexy* 
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In  this  month  likewife  ^n  ambaflador  will  die  in 
London  ;  but  I  cannot  aflign  the  day.  : 

Auguft.  Tlie  affairs  of  France  will  feem  to 
fuflfer  no  change  for  a  while  under  the  duke  of 
Burgundy's  adminiftration  ;  but  the  genius  that 
animated  the  whole  machine  being  gone,  will  be 
the  caufe  of  mighty  turns  and  revolutions  in  the 
following  year.  The  new  king  makes  yet  tittle 
change  either  in  the  army  or  the  miniftry ;  but  the 
libels  againft  his  grandfather,  that  fly  about  his 
very  court,  give  him  uneafinefs. 

I  fee  an  exprefs  in  mighty  hafte,  with  joy  and 
wonder  in  his  looks,  arriving  by  break  of  day  oa 
the  26th  of  this  month,  having  travelled  in  three 
days  a  prodigious  journey  by  land  and  fea.  In  the* 
evening  I  hear  bells  and  guns,  and  fee  the  blazing 
of  a  thoufand  boijfires. 

A  young  admiral  of'  noble  birth  does  likewife 
this  month  gain  immortal  honour  by  a  great  at- 
chievement. 

The  affairs  of  Poland  are  this  month    entirely 
fettled  :  Auguftus  refigns  his  pretenfions,  which  he 
had  again  taken  up  for  fome  time:  Staniflaus  is 
peaceably  poffeffed  of  the  throne  j  and  the  king  of 
Sweden  declares  for  the  emperor. 

I  cannot  omit  one  particular  accident  here  at 
home ;  that  near  the  end  of  this  month  much  mis- 
chief will  be  don?  at  Bartholomew  fair,  by  the  fall 
pf  a  booth* 

September.  This  month  begins  with  a  very  fur- 
prizing  fit  of  frofty  weather,  which  will  laft  near 
fjrelve  days. 
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The  pope  having  long  knguiflied  laft  month, 
the  fwelli^gs  in  his  legs  breaking,  and  the  flefh 
piortily^ng,  will  die  on  the  iith  inftant;  and  in 
three  weeijs  time,  after  a  mighty  conteft,  be  fuc- 
ceede4  \>y  a  cardinal  of  the  Imperial  fa&ion,  but  a 
jiative  of  X^fcan7i  wh°  is  now  about  fixty-onet 
years  old, 

The  French  army  a&s  now  wholly  on  the,  de-r 
ffeijfive,  ftrongly  fortified  in  their  trenches;  and 
the  yoyng  French  kiqg  fends  overtures  for  a  treaty 
of  peace  by  the  duke  of  Mantua  j  which,  becaufe 
if  is  a  matter  of  ftate,  that  concerns  y&  here  at  home, 
\  fhal|  fpeak  no  farther  of. 

I  fhall  add  but  one  predi&lon  more,  and  that  in 
myftical  terms,  \frhich  fhall  be  included  in  a  verfe 
p^t  pf  Virgil^ 

Alter  erit  jam  Tethys,  et  altera  qyae  vehat  Argq 
Dele&os  Heroas^ 

Upon  the  25th  day  of  this  month,  the  fulfilling^ 
pf  this  predi&ion  will  be  matiifeft  to  every  body. 

This  is  the  fartheft  I  have  proceeded  ii^  my  calcu- 
lation? for  the  prefent  yean  I  do  not  pretend^  that 
thefp  are  all  the  great  events,  which  will  happeq 
in  thjs  period,  hut  that  thofe  I  have  fet  down  will 
infallibly  come  tot  pafs,  It  will  perhaps  ftill  be  ob«? 
je&ed,  why  }  haye  not  fpqke  more  particularly  of 
affairs  at  home^  or  of  the  fuccefs  of  our  armies! 
abrpad,  which  I  n%ht,  an4  could  very  largely  have 
doi*e  ;  but  thofe  in  power  hay§  wifely  $fcouraged 
men  frorr;  meddling  in  public  concerns,  and  I  was 

j ?folve4  by  no  np^ans  to  give  the  leaft  offence.  Thia 

.. ^  .  ^ 
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I  -will  venture  to  fay,  that  it  will  be  a  gloridus  .cam* 
paign  for  the  allies,  wherein  the  Engliflx  forces, 
both  by  fea  and  land,  will  have  their  full  /hare  cf 
honour :  that  her  majefty.  queen  Anne  will  conti- 
nue in  health  and  profpcrity ;  and  that  no  ill  acci- 
dent will  arrive  to  any  in  the  chief  miniftry. 

As  to  the  particular  events  I  have  mentioned,  the 
reader  may  judge  by  the  fulfilling  of  them,  whe- 
ther I  am  on  the  level  with  common  aftrologers  ; 
who,  with  an  old  paultry  cant,  and  a  few  pot- 
hooks for  planets,  to  amufe  the  vulgar,  have,  in 
my  opinion,  too  long  been  fuffered  to  abufe  the 
world :  but  an  honeft  phyfician  ought  not  to  be  de^ 
fpifed,  becaufe  there  are  fuch  things  as  mounte- 
banks. I  hope  I  have  fome  fhare  of  reputation, 
which  I  would  not  willingly  forfeit  for  a  frolkk  or 
humour :  and  I  believe  no  gentleman;  who  reads 
this  paper,  will  look  upon  it  to  be  of  the  fame  caft 
or  mould  with  the  common  fcribbles,  that  are  every 
day  hawked  about.  My  fortune  has  placed  me 
above  the  little  regard  ef  writing  for  a  few  pence, 
which  I  neither  *  value  or  want :  therefore  let  not 
wife  men  too  haftily  condemn  this  eflay,  intended 
for  a  good  defign,  to  cultivate  and  improve  an  an* 
cient  art,  long  in  difgrace  by  having  fallen  into 
mean  unftilfiil  hands.  A  little  time  will  deter- 
mine whether  I  have  deceived  others  or  myfelf ; 
and  I  think  it  is  no  very  unreafonable  requeft,  that 
men  would  pleafe  to  fufpend  their  judgments  till 

•  Which  I  neither  value,  $r  want.  Here  the  disjunctive  nega* 
tire,  neither,  is  followed  by  the  affirmative,  or ;  which  is  improper* 
Jt  ihould  be,  '  which  I  neither  value,  nor  want,' 

C  4  them 
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then.  I  was  once  of  the  opinion  with  thofe,  who 
defpife  all  predictions  from  the  ftars,  till  the  year 
i(?86,  a  man  of  quality  fhewedme,  written  in  his 
album  *,  that  the  moft  learned  aftronomer,  captain 
Hailey,  affured  him,  he  would  never  believe  any- 
thing of  the  ftars  influence,  if  there  were  not  a 
great  revolution  in  England  in  the  year  1688. 
Since  that  time  I  began  to  have  other  thoughts, 
and  after  eighteen  years  diligent  ftudy  and  applica- 
tion, Ithink  I  haye  no  reafon  to  repent  of  my  pains. 
I  fhall  detain  the  reader  no  longer,  than  to  let  him 
know,  that  the  account  I  defign  to  give  of  next 
year's  events,  fliall  take  in  the  principal  affairs  that 
happen  in  Europe ;  and  if  I  be  denied  the  liberty  of 
pffering  it  to  my  own  country,  I  fhall  appeal  to  the 
learned  world,  by  publifhing  it  in  Latin,  and  giv-? 
ing  order  to  have  it  printed  in  Holland, 

•  Jlbum,  is  the  naipe  of  a  paper  book,  in  which  it  was  nfual  for. 
*  man's  friends  to  write  down  a  fentence  with  their  names ,  to  keep 
them  in  his  remembrance ;  it  is  (kill  common  in  fome  of  the  forejgi^ 
iiniverfitfes. 
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ANSWER 

T  O 

BICKERSTAFF. 

Some  reflexions  upon  Mr.  Bickerstaff's  Predi&ions 
for  the  Year  mdccviii. 

BY  A  PERSON  OF  QUALITY- 

— — f—p 

I  HAVE  not  obferved,  for  fome  years  paft,  any 
infignificant  paper  to  have  made  more  noife,  or 
be  more  greedily  bought,  than  that  of  thefe  predic- 
tions. Th§y  are  tjie  wonder  of  the  common  peo- 
ple, an  amufement  for  the  better  fort,  and  a  jeft 
only  to  the  wife ;  yet,  among  thefe  laft,  I  have 
l>eard  fome  very  much  in  ,doubt,  whether  the  au- 
thor meant  to  cjeceiye  others,  or  is  deceived  him- 
felf.  "Whoever  he  was,  he  feems  to  have  with 
great  art  adjufted  his  paper  both  to  pleafe  the  rab- 
ble, and  to  entertain  perfons  of  condition.  The 
writer  is,  without  queftion,  a  gentleman  of  wit  and 
learning,  although  the  piece  feems  haftily  written 
ip  3  fudd^n  frplick,  with  the  fcornful  thought  of 

the 
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the  pleafure  he  will  have,   in  putting*  this  great 
town  into  a  wonderment  about  nothing :  nor  do  I 
doubt  but  he,  and  his  friends  in  the  fecret,  laugh 
often  and  plentifully  in  a  corner,  to  reflect  how 
many  hundred  thoufand  fools  they  have  already 
made.     And  he  has  them  faft  for  fome  time :  for 
fo  they  are  likely  to  continue  until  his  prophecies 
begin  to  fail  in  the  events.     Nay,  it  is  a  great  quef- 
tion  whether  the  mifcarriage  of  the  two  or  three 
firft,  will  fo  entirely  undeceive  people,  as  to  hinder 
them  from  expe&ing  the  accomplifhment  of  th$ 
reft.     I  doubt  not  but  fome  thoufands   of  thefe 
papers  are  carefully  preferved  by  as  many  perfons, 
to  confront  with  the  events,  and  try  whether  the 
^ftrologer  exa&ly  keeps  the  day  and  hour.     And 
thefe  I  take  to  be  Mr.  BickerftafFs  choiceft  cullies, 
for  whofe  fake  chiefly   he  writ  his   amufement. 
Meanwhile  he  has  feven  weeks  good,  during  which 
time  the  world  is  to  be  kept  in  fufpenfe ;  for  it  is 
fo  long  before  the  almanack-maker  is  to  die,  which 
is  the  fiift  prediction ;  and,  if  that  fellow  happens 
to  be  afplenetic  vifionary  fop,  or  has  any  faith  in 
his  own  art,  the  prophecy  may  punctually  come  to 
pa&,  by  very  natural  means.     As  a  gentleman  of 
my  acquaintance,  who  was  ill-ufed  by  a  mercer  in 
town,  wrote  him  a  letter  in  an  unknown  haiid,  to 
give  him  notice  that  care  had  been  taken  to  convey 
a  flow  poifon  into  his  drink,  which  would  infal- 
libly kill  14m  in  a  iponth  j  after  which,  the  man 
began  in  earned  to  languifh  and  decay,   by  th$ 
piere  ftrength  of  imagination,  and  would  certainly 
haye  died,  if  care  had  not  been  taken  to  undeceive 
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him,  before  the  jeft  went  too  far.  The  like  c£* 
fe&  upon  Partridge  would  wonderfully  raife  Mr* 
BickerftafFs  reputation  for  a  fortnight  longer,  until 
we  could  hear  from  France,  whether  the  cardioaj 
De  Noailles  were  dead  or  alive  upon  the  foutrth  of 
April,  which  is  the  fecond  of  his  predictions. 

For  a  piece  fo  carelefsly  written,  the  obfervations 
upon  aftrology  are  reafonable  and  pertinent,  the 
remarks  juft ;  and  as  die  paper  is  partly  defigned, 
in  my  opinion,  for  a  fatire  upoh  the  credulity  of 
the  vulgar,  and  that  idle  itch  of  peeping  into  futu- 
rities, fo  it  is  no  more  than  what  we  all  of  us  de- 
ferve.  And,  fince  we  muft  be  teazed  with  perpe- 
tual hawkers  of  ftrange  and  wonderful  things,  I  am 
glad  to  fee  a  man  of  fenfe,  find  leifure  and  hnmouf 
to  take  up  the  trade,  for  his  own  and  our  diveiv 
{ion.  To  fpeak  in  the  town  phrafe,.it  is  a  bite} 
he  has  fully  had  his  jeft,  and  may  b$  fatisfied, 

I  very  much  approve  the  ferious  air  he  gives 
himfelf  in  his  introdu&ion  and  condufion,  which 
has  gone  far  to  give  foi?ie  people,  of  no  mean 
?ank,  an  opinion  that  the  author  believes  himfelf. 
He  tells  us,  "  If  e  places  the  whole  credit  of  his  art 
"  on  the  truth  of  thefe  prediftions,  and  will  be 
**  content  to  be  hooted  by  Partridge  and  the  reft 
**  fQr  a  cheat,  if  he  faib  in  any  one  particular ;" 
with  feveral  other  ftrains  of  the  fame  kind,  wherein. 
I  perfe&ly  believe  him }  and  that  he  is  very  indtfn 
ferent  whether  liaac  BickerftafF  be  a  mark  of  kv* 
famy  or  not,  JJut  it  feeins,  although  he  has  joined 
On  odd  furname,  to  no  very  common  Chriftian- 
6Re?  ti^at  in  this  large  town  thq:?  i§  a  ipm  £o\xnd 
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to  own  both  the  names,  although,  I  believe,  net 
the  paper. 

I  believe  it  is  no  fmall  mortification  to  this  gen- 
tleman aftrologer,  as  wfell  as  his  bookfeller,  to  find 
their  piece,  which  they  fent  out  in  a  tolerable  print 
and  paper,  immediately  feized  on  by  three  or  four 
interloping  printers  of  Grub-ftreet,  the  title  fluffed 
with  an  abftraft  of  the  whole  matter,  together  with 
the  ftandard  epithets  of  ftrange  and  wonderful, .  the 
price  brought  down  a  full  half,  which  was  but  a 
penny  in  its  prime,  and  bawled  about  by  hawkers 
©f  the  inferior  clafs,  with  the  concluding  cadence 
of:  A  halfpenny  apiece.     But  Jk  cecidit  Phaeton : 
and,  to  comfort  him  a  little,   this  produ&ion  of 
mine  will  have  the  fame  fate :  to-morrow  will  my 
ears  be  gratied  by  the  little  hoys  and  wenches  in 
ftraw-hats ; ;  and  I"  muft  a  hundred  times  undergo 
the  mortification  to  have  my  own  work  offered  me 
to  fale  at  an  under-value.     Then,  which  is  a  great 
deal  WQrfe,   my  acquaintance  in  the  coffee-houfe 
wilj  afk  me,  whether  I  have  feen  the  Anfwer  to 
Ifquire  Bickcrjlaff* s  predi6tions^  and  whether  I  know 
the  puppy  that  writ  it :  and  how  to  keep  a  man's 
countenance  in  fuch  a  jun&ure,  is  no  eafy  point  of 
condud,     When,  in  this  cafe,  you  fee  a  man  fhy 
either  in  praifing  or  condemning,  ready  to  turn  off 
the  difcourfe  to  another  fubjeft,  (landing  as  little  in 
the  light  as  he  can  to  hide  his  blufliing,  pretending 
to  fheeze,  or  take  fnuff,  or  go  off  as  if  fudden  bu- 
finefs  called  him ;  then  ply  him  clofe,  obferve  his 
look  narrowly,    fee  whether  his  fpeech  be  con- 
tained or  afle&ed,  then  charge  him  fuddenly,  or 

whifpe? 
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whifper  and  fmile,  and  you  will  fbon  difcovcr  whe^ 
ther  he  be  guilty.  Al&Pugh  $i?  feeui  not  to  the* 
purpofe  I  an*  difdourHng  on,  yet' I  think  it  to  be- 
fo;  for  I  am  much  deceived  if  I  do  not  know  tbe; 
true  author  of  BickerftafFs  Predi&ions,  and  did 
not.njeet  with  him.fome  days  ago  in  a  coffee-houfe 
at  CoVent-Gardetf.    '  ^ 

As  to  the  matter  of  the  Predictions  themfelves,  I 
fhall  not  enter  upon  the  examination  of  them  j  but 
think  it  very  incumbent  upon  the  learned  Mr.  Par- 
tridge to  take  them  into  his  confideration,  and  lay 
as  many  errors  in  aftrology  as  poflible  to  Mr.  Bick- 
erftafFs account.  He  may  juftly,  I  think^  chal- 
lenge the  'fquire  to  publifh  the  calculation  he  has 
made  of  Partridge's  nativity,  by  the  credit  of  which,' 
he  fo  detferminately  pronounces  the  time  and  the 
manner  df  hi*  death  j  and  Mr.  Bicker ftaff  can  do- 
no  lefs,  in  honour,  than  give  Mr.  Partridge  the 
fame  advantage  of  calculating  his,  by  fending  Jrim 
an  account  of  the  time  and  place  of  his  birth,  with 
other  particulars  neceffary  for  fuch  a  work.  By 
which,  no  doubt,  the  learned  world  will  be  en- 
gaged in  the  difpute,  and  take  part  on  each  fide  ac- 
cording as  they  are  inclined. 

I  fliould  likewife  advife  Mr.  Partridge  to  in- 
quire, why  Mr.  BickerftafF  does  not  fo  much  as 
offer  at  one  prediction  to  be  fulfilled,  until  two 
mentKs  after  the  time  of  publifhing  his  paper. 
This  looks  a  little  fufpicious,  as  if  he  were  defirous 
to  keep  the  world  in  play  as  long  as  he  decently , 
could  j  elfe  it  were  hard  he  could  not  afford  us  one . 
piedi&ion  between  this  and  the  29th  of  March ;  • 

which 
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ttbteh  is  not  fo  fair  dealings  as  we  have  ev<*ft  frotfl 
Mr.  Partridge  and  his  brethren*  who  give  us  their 
predi&ions  (fuch  as  they  are  indeed)  for  every 
jiionth  in  the  year* 

There  is  one  pafTage  in  Mr.  BickerftafFs  paper, 
that  feems  to  be  as  high  a  drain  of  affurance,  as  I 
have  any  where  met  with.     It  is  that  predidHon 
for  the  month  of  June,  which  relates  to  the  French 
prophets  here  in  town ;  where  he  tells  us,  u  They 
"  will  utterly  difperfe,  by  feeing  the  time  come, 
41  wherein  their  prophecies  fhould  be  fulfilled,  and 
ic  then  finding  themfelves  deceived  by  contrary 
u  events."     Upon  which,  he  adds,  with  great  rea- 
fbn,   "  his  wonder  how  any  deceiver  can  be  fb 
c*  weak,  to  foretel  things  near  at  hand,   when  a 
u  very  few  months  mull  difcover  the  impofture 
a  to  all  the  world."     This  is  fpoken  with  a  great 
deal  of  affected  unconcernednefs,  as  if  he  would 
have  us  think  himfelf  to  be  not  under  the  leaft  ap- 
prehenfion,  that  the  fame  in  two  months  will  be 
his  own  cafe.     With  refpeft  to  the  gentleman,  I 
do  not  remember  to  have  heard  of  fo  refined  and 
pleafant  a  piece  of  impudence ;  which  I  hope  the 
author  will  not  refent  as  an  uncivil  word,  becaufe  I 
am  fure  I  enter  into  his  tafte,  and  take  it  as  he 
xfreant  it.     However,  he  half  deferves  a  reprimand* 
for  writing  with  fo  much  fcorn  and  contempt  fot 
the  understandings  of  the  majority. 

For  the  month  of  July,  he  tells  us  <c  of  a  ge-» 

u  neral,  who,  by  a  glorious  a&ion,  will  recover  the 

**  reputation  he  loft  by  former  misfortunes."     This 

is  pommonly  underftood  to  be  lord  Galloway) 

•  who 
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who  if  he  be  already  dead,  as  fome  news-paper* 
Have  it,  Mr.  Bickerftaff  has  made  a  trip.  But  thi s 
I  do  not  much  infift  on ;  for  it  is  hard  if  another 
general  cannot  be  found  under  the  fame  circum-* 
ftances,  to  whom  this  predi&ion  may  be  as  welt 
applied.  ' 

The  French  king's  death  is  very  punctually  re- 
lated ;  but  it  was  unfortunate  to  make  him  die  at 
Marli,  where  he  never  goes  at  that  feafon  of  the 
year,  as  I  obferved  myfelf  during  three  years  I 
paffed  in  that  kingdom:  and,  difcourfing  fome 
months  ago  with  monfieur  Tallard,  about  the 
French  court,  I  find  that  king  never  goes  to  Marli 
for  any  time,  but  about  the  feafon  of  hunting 
there,  which  is  not  till  Auguft.  So  that  there  was 
an  unlucky  flip  of  Mr.  Bickerftaff,  for  want  of  fo- 
reign education.  / 

He  concludes  with  refuming  his  promife,  of 
publifhing  entire  predi&ions  for  the  next  year;  of 
which  the  other  aftrologers  need  not  be  in  very 
much  pain.  I  fuppofe  we  fhall  have  them  much 
about  the  fame  time  with  The  General  Hiftory  of 
Ears.  I  believe  we  have  done  with  him  for  ever 
in  this  kind  j  and  though  I  am  no  aftrologer,  may 
venture  to  prophefy  that  Ifaac  Bickerftaff,  efq;  is 
now  dead,  and  died  juft  at  the  time  his  predictions 
were  ready  for  the  prefs  :  that  he  dropped  out  of 
the  clouds  about  nine  days  ago,  and,  in  about  four 
hours  after,  mounted  up  thither  again  like  a  vapour; 
and  will,  one  day  or  other,  perhaps,  defcend  a 
fecond  time,  when  he  has  fome  new,  agreeable,  or 
amufing  whimfy  to  pafs  upon  the  town;  wherein, 
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it  is  very  probable,  he  will  fucceed  as  often  as  he  is 
difpofed  to  try  the  experiment  j  that  is,  as  long  as 
he  can  preferve  a  thorough  contempt  for  his  owx* 
time,  and  other  peoples  understandings,  and  is  re- 
iblved  not  to  laugh  cheaper  than  at  the  expence  of 
a  million  of  people. 
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Mr.  Bickerstaff's  Predictions; 

B  E  I  N  G    A  N 

ACCOUNT 

Ofr  TttB  DfeATH  0? 

M*.  PartridITe,  the  AlmanacS>mak*r, 
Upon  the  29th  Inftiat. 

In  a  Letter  to  a  Person  of  Honour. 

Written  in  the  Year  1708*  ,   /    .   ,  *, 

My  Lord,     .  1    , 

IN  obedience  to 'your  lorclfhip's  qdmman4^ji7a^; 
well. as  tp  fatisfy  my  own  curipfity,.  I  have  for  • 
feme  days  paft  ,  enquired  cqn(kntl$rftfter  partridge, 
the  ahpan^ck-mak^r,  of  whom  it  was  foretold  in, 
Mr..  BkkerftafFs  precU&ions,    puWiflied   about  a.  1 
mpQth  ago,  that  hefhould  die  the  39th  ig&aitf ,:. 
about  ^kvei>  at  night  pf  a  raging;  feven     IJaad  < 
fome  fort  of  knowledge  of  him,  when  I  was  em-  > 
ployed  in  the  revenue,  becaufe  he  ufed  every  year 
to  prefent  me  with  his  almanack,  as  he  did  other 
gentlemen,  upofc  the  fcore  of  fome  little  gratuity 
-VoL.V.  D  we 
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we  gave  him.     I  faw  him   accidentally  once  or 
twice  about  ten  days  before  he  died,  and  obferved 
he  began  very  mueh  to  droop  and  languish,  though 
I  hear,  his  friends  did  not  feem"  to  apprehend  him 
in  any  danger.     About  two  or  three  days  ago  he 
.    grew  ill,  was  confined  firft  to  his  chamber,  and  in 
a  few  hours  after  to  his  bed,  where  *  Dr.  Cafe  and 
Mrs.  Kirleus  were  fent  for  to  vifit,  and  to  prefcribe 
to  him.     Upon  this  intelligence,  I  fent  thrice  every 
day  one  fervant^or  other  to  enquire  after  his  health; 
and  yefterday,  about  four  in  tfa£  afternoon,  word 
was  brought  me,  that  he  was  paft  hopes:  upon 
which  I  prevailed  with  myfelf  to  go  and  fee  him, 
p^ttly.iout  of  xoraftmferatioii,-;andl  coitflsfs*  -partly 
outof  curiofity..,/  Hekriew  mi;  very  .well,  feemed 
furprized  at  my  coiidefcenfion,  and  made  me  com- 
pliments upon  ft,  is  well  as  he  c6iild  in  the"  cbndi- 
Won  he  was.     The  people  about  him  faid,  he  had 
been  for  fome'  tirfie  deliridil^  ;°1iiit  when  I  law 
fliim,  he  had  his  underftanding  as  well  as  ever  I 
^Icnew,  and  fpoke  ftrong  and  hearty,  withbttiny 
>  feeming  uneafmefs  or  conftfaint.     After  Thaft  t6ld* 
'  hifti  how  folrry'  tlrak  to  fee  Jhim  in  Ithofe -'ii^&n- 
choly  circtimftancesi  and  faid "-feme  oth<#  cMfettefc, 
fuitabte  to  the  occafion,'I  cFefired  him  to^tdl  rate 
,  freely  and  ingenuoufly,   whether  the  pred$&iorri 
Mr*  BickerftaffJiad  jiublifherfirfelktingtohis  dfeath, 
had  -not  too  much  affe&ed  aiid'wdrked  dn  hi^ima^ 
gination.     He  confefTed,  he  had  often  hatfifib  his  * 
head,  but  never  with  much  apprehenfion,  t Jit  aboil t 

•  Twp  famous  quacjgjp  thaftijpe,,    }         ,,.,;. 
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a  fortnight  before;  fince  which  time  it  had  the 
perpetual  poffeflion  of  his  mind  and  thoughts,  and 
he  did  verily  believe  was  the  true  natural  caufe  of 
fiis  prefent  diftemper :  for,  faid  he,  I  am  thoroughly 
perfuaded,  and  I  think  I  have  very  good  reafons, 
that  Mr.  Bickerftaff  fpoke  altogether  by  guefs,  and 
knew  no  more  what  will  happen  this  year,  than  I 
did  myfelf.  I  told  him  his  difcourfe  furprized  rtie; 
and  I  *  would  be  glad  he  were  in  a  ftate  of  health 
to  be  able  to  tell  me,  what  reafon  he  had  to  be  con- 
vinced of  Mr.  BickerflafPs  ignorance.  He  replied, 
I  am  a  poor  ignorant  fellow,  bred  to  a  mean  trade, 
yet  I  have  fenfe  enough  to  know,  that  all  pre- 
tences of  foretelling  by  aftrology  are  deceits,  for 
this  inanifeft  reafon  j  becaufe  the  wife  and  the 
learned,  who  can  only  judge  whether  there  be  any 
truth  in  tins  fcieuce,  do  all  upariimoufly.  agree  to 
laugh  at  and  defpife  it ;  and  nqne  but  the  pdor  ig- 
norant vulgar  give  it  any  credit,,  and  that  only 
upon  the  word  of  fucti  filly  wretqhes  as  I  and  my 
fellows,  who  can.  hardly  write  or  read.  I  then 
afked  him,  why  he  had  not  calculated  his  own  na- 
tivity, to  fee  whether  it  agreed  with  BickerftafTs 
prediction  ?  at  which  he  (hook  his  head,  and  faid, 
oh!  fir,  this  is  no  time  for  jefting,  but  for  repent- 
ing thofe  fooleries,  as  I  do  now  from  the  very  bot- 
tom of  my  heart.  By  what  I  can  gather  from  you,, 
faid  I,  the  obfervations  and  predictions  you  printed 
with  your  almanacks,  were  mere-Jmpofitions  on. 

•  WauU%  u  here  improperly  ufed ;  it  6ught  to  be,  '  and  I  JbouU 
be  glad,  &c,' 
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the  people.  He  replied,  if  it  were  t  otherwife,  1 
fhould  have  the  lefe  to  anfwer  for*  We  liave  a 
common  form  for  all  thofe  things  ;  as  to  foretelling 
the  weather,  we  never  meddle  with  that,  but  leave 
it  to  the  printer,  who  takes  it  out  of  any  pld  alma- 
nack, as  he  thinks  fit  ;  the  reft  was  my  own  in- 
vention to  make  my  almanack  fell,  having  a  wife 
to  maintain,  and  no  other  way  to  get  my  bread  4 
for  mending  old  fhces  is  a  poor  livelihood  j.  and 
(added  he,  fighing)  I  wifh  I  may  not  have  done 
more  mifchief  by  my  phyfick,  than  my  aftrology ; 
though  I  had  fome  good  receipts  from  my  grand- 
mother, and  my  own  compofitions  were  fufcb,  as  1 
thought  could  at  leaft  do  no  hurt. , 

I  had  fome  other  difcourfe  with  him,  which  now 
I  cannot  call  to  mind;  and  I  fear  I  have  already 
tired  your  lordfhip.  I  fhall  only  add  one  circum- 
ftance,  that  on  his  death-bed  he  declared  himfelf  a 
nonconformift,  and  had  a  fanatick  preacher  to  be 
his  fpiritual  guide.  After  half  an  hour*s  converfa- 
tion  I  took  my  leave,  being'  alinoft  (tilled  by  the 
clofenefs  of  the  room.  I  imagined  he  could  not 
hold  out  long,  and  therefore  withdrew  to  a  little 
coffee-houfe  hard  by,  leaving  a  fervant  at  the  houfe, 
with  orders  to  come  immediately  and  tell  me,  as 
near"  as  he  could,  the  minute  when  Partridge  fhould 
expire,  which  was  not  above  two  hours  after; 
when,  looking  upon  my  watch,  I  found  it  to  be 
above  five  minutes  after  feven  j  by  which  it  is  clear 
that  Mr.  BickerftafF  was  miftaken  almoft  four  hours 
in  his  calculation.     In  the  other  circumftances  h* 
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was  exa£t  enough.  *  But  whether  he  has  not  been 
the  caufe  of  this  poor  man's  death,  as  well  as  the 
predi&or,  may  be  ,very  reafbnably  difputed. 
Howettfcf,  it  muft  be  confefied,  the  matter  is  odd 
enough,  whether  we  ihould  endeavour  to  account 
for  it  by  chance,  or  the  effeft  of  imagination  :  for 
my  own  part,  though  I  believe  no  man  has  lefs 
faith  in  thefe  matters,  yet  I  fhall  wait  with  fome 
impatience,  and  not  without  fome  expe&ation,  the 
fulfilling  of  Mr.  BickerftafFs  fecond  predi&ion, 
that  the  cardinal  de  Ndailtes  is  to  die  upon  the 
fourth,  of  April;  amHf  that  Ihould  be  verified  as 
exactly  as  this  of  poor  Partridge,  I  muft  own  I 
ihould  be  wholly  furprized,  and  at  a  lofs,  and 
ihould  infallibly  expert  the  accomplifhment  of  all 
thcfrfeft.  ' 

*  The  words  in  this  fentence  are  ill  arranged;  it  would  be  better 
thus—*  But  whether  he  has  not  bfcen  the  caufe,  as  well  as  the  predic- 
tor, of  this  poor  man's  death,  may  very  reafonably  be  difputed/ 
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[This  piece  being  ,on  the  fame  fubjeft,  and  very 
rare,  we  have  thought  fit  to  add  it,  though  no; 
written  by  the  fame  hand.  J  •   .    • 

N.  B.  In  the  Bublin  edition  it  is  faid  to  6e  ^rittcn 
by  the  late  N.  Rowe,  Efqj  which  is  a  miftakc ; 
for  the  reverend  Dr.  Yalden,  preacher  of 
Bridewell,  Mr.  Partridge's  near  neighbour* 
drew  it  up  for  hipi.  '  f '     ' 

'Squire  BICKERSTAFF  Pcte^f d ;     \ 

•OR)    THE-,  • 

Aftrological  iMPOSTO^^CQnviaed-'       l 


.  i  i   :,  ir   'ill 
1 


JOHN     PARTRIDGE,' 

Student  in  Phyfick  and  Aftrofogy.   .    ~ 

IT  is  hard,  my  dear  countrymen  of  thefe  united 
nations,  it  is  very  hard,  that  a  Briton  born,  a 
proteftant  aftrologer,  a  man  of  revolution  prin- 
ciples, an  aflertor  of  the  liberty  and  property  of 
the  people,  fhould  cry  out  in  vain  for  juftice  againft 
a  Frenchman,  a*  papift,  and  an  illiterate  pretender 
to  fcience,  that  woqld  blaft  my  reputation,  moft 
inhumanly  bury  me  alive,  and  defraud  my  native 
country  of  thofe  fervices,  which  in  my  double  car 
pacity,  I  daily  offer  the  publick. 

What  great  provocation^  I  have  received,  let  the 
impartial  reader  judge, J and  how  unwillingly,  even 
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in  my  owr>  defence,  I  now  enter  the  lifts  againft 
faliehood,  Ignorance  and  envy :  but  I  am  exafpe- 
rated,  a£  length,  to  drag  out  this  Cacus  from  the 
den  pf  obfcurity  where  he  lurks,  detect  him  by  the 
light  pf  thofeftars  he  has  fo  impudently  traduced, 
and  ftxew  there  is  not  a  monfter  in  the  flues  fo  per- 
nicious ^and  malevplent  to  mankind,  as  an  ignorant 
pretender  to  phyfick  and  aftrology.  I  (Hall  not  di- 
re&ly  fall  on  the  many  grofs  errors,  nor  expofe  the 
notorious  abfurdities  of  this  proftituted  libeller,  till 
I  have  let  the  learned  world  fairly  into  the  contro- 
v^rfy  depending,  and  then  l^ve  the  unprejudiced 
to  judge  of  the  merits  and  juftice  of  my  caufe. 

It  was  towards  the  conclufion  of  the  year  1707, 
when  an  impudent  pamphlet  crept  into  the  world, 
intituled,  Predictions,  &c.  by  Ifaac  Bickerfiaff,  Efq; 
among  the  many  arrogant  aflertions  laid  down  by 
that  lying  fpirit  of  divination,  he  was  pleafed  to 
pitch  on  the  cardinal  de  Noailles  and  myfelf,  among 
many  other  eminent  and  illuftrious  perfons,  that 
were  to  die  within  the  compafs  of  the  enfuing 
year ;  and  peremptorily  fixes  the  month,  day,  and 
hour  of  our  deaths  :  this,  I  think,  is  fporting  with 
great  men,  and  publick  fpirits,  to  the  fcandal  of 
religion,  and  reproach  of  power ;  and  if  fovereign 
princes  and  aftrologers  muft  make  diverfion  for  the 
vulgar  —  why  then  farewel,  fay  I,  to  all  govern- 
ments, ecclefiaftical  and  civiL  But,  I  thank  my 
better  ftars,  I  am  alive  to  confront  this  falfe  and 
audacious  predi&or,  and  to  make  him  rue  the  hour 
he  ever  affronted  a  man  of  fcience  and  refentment. 
The  cardinal  may  take  what  meafures  he  pleafes 
m      *  D  4.  with 
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with  him  ;  as  his  excellency  is  a  foreigner,  and  a 
papift,  he  has  no  rdaflfon  to  rely  on  me  for  his  j  uni- 
fication ;  I  fhall  only  aflure  the  world  he  is  alive  : 
■  but  as  he  was  bred  to  letters,  and  is  mafter 
of  a  pen,  let  him  ufe  it  in  his  own  defence.  In 
the  mean  time,  I  fhall  prefent  the  publick  with  a 
faithful  rtarrative  of  the  ungenerous  treatment  and 
hard  ufage  I  have  received,  from  the  virulent  pa- 
pers, and  malicious  pra&ices,  of  this  pretended 
aftrologer. 

A  true  and  impartial  account  of  the  proceedings  of 
Isaac  Bickerstaff,  Efq;  againji  me. 

TK'e  28th  of  March,  anno  Dom.  1708,  being  the 
night  this  fham-prophet  had  fo  impudently  fixed 
for  my  laft,  which  made  little  impreflion  en  my- 
felf;  but  I  cannot  anfwer  for  my  whole  family;  for 
my  wife,  with  a  concern  more  than  ufual,  prevailed 
on  me  to  take  fomewhat  to  fweat  for  a  cold  ;  and, 
between  the  hours  of  eight  and  nine,  to  go  to  bed: 
the  maid,  as  (lie  was  warming  my  bed,  with  a  cu- 
riofity  natural  to  young  wenches,  runs  to  the  win- 
dow, and  afks  of  one  pafling  the  ftreet,  who  the 
bell  tolled  for  ?  Dr.  Partridge,  fays  he,  the  famous 
almanack-maker,  who  died  fuddenly  this  evening : 
the  poor  girl  provoked  told  him,  he  lied  like  a  raf- 
cal ;  the  other  very  fedately  replied,  the  fexton 
had  fo  informed  him,  and  if  falfe,  he  was  to  blame 
for  impofing  upon  a  ftrangen  She  afked  a  fecond> 
and  a  third,  as  they  paffed,  and  every  one  was  in 
the  fame  tone.  Now,  I  do  not  fay  thefe  are  ac- 
complices 
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complices  to  a  certain  aftrological  'fquire,  and  that 
one  BickerftafF  might  be  Farirtteting  thereaboutsf 
becaufe  I  wiH  aflert  nothing  here,  but  what  I  dare 
atteft,  for  plain  matter  of  fe&.     My  wife  at  this 
fell  into  a  violent  difoirder ;  and  Tmuft  own  1  was  a 
little  difcompofed  at  the  oddnds  of  the  accident. 
In  the  mean  time  one  knocks  atf  my  door ;  Betty 
runs  down,  and  opening,  finds  a  fober  grave  per- 
fofc,:  who  modeftly  inquires,  if  this  was  Dr.  Car- 
tridge's ?  flie  taking  him  for  fbme  cautious  city- 
patient,  that  came  at  that  time  for  privacy,  fhews 
him  into  the  dining-room.     As  foon  as  I  could 
compofe  myfelf,  I  went  to  him,  and  was  furprized 
to  find  my  gentleman  mounted  on  a  table  with  a 
two-foot  rule  in  his  hand,  meafuring  my  walk, 
and  taking  the  dimenfions  of  the  room.     Pray,  Sir, 
fays  I,  not  to  interrupt  you,  have  you  any  bu- 
finefs  with  me?  only,  Sir,  replies  he,  order  the 
girl  to  bring  me  a  better  light,  for  this  is  but  a  very 
dim  one.     Sir,  fays  I,  my  name  is  Partridge :  oh  ! 
the  do&or's  brother,  belike,  cries  he ;   the  ftair- 
cafe,  I  believe,  and  thefe  two  apartments  hung  in 
dofe  mourning,  will  be  fufficient,  and  only  a  ftrip 
of  bays  round  the  other  rooms.     The  do&or  muft 
needs  die  rich,  he  had  great  dealings  in  his  way 
for  many  years ;  if  he  had  no  family-coat,  you  had 
as  good  ufe  the  efcutcheons  of  the  company,  they 
are  as  fhowifh,  and  will  look  as  magnificent,  as  if 
he  was  defcended  from  the  blood-royal.     With 
that  I  aflumed  a  greater  air  of  authority,  and  de- 
manded who   employed  him,    or  how  he   came 
there  ?  Why,  I  was  fent,  fir,  by  the  company  of 
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undertakers,  fays  he,  and  they-  wexp.  employed  by 
the  honeft  gentleman,,  who  is  executor  to  the  good 
clo&or  departed ;  and  our  rafcally  porter,  2  believe, 
ifi  fallen  fad  afleep  with  the  black  clothraqd  Jcoqqbs, 
or  he  bad  been  heity  mid  we  might  hare  been  tack- 
ing up  by  this  time.  Sir,  fays  I,  pray  be  advifed 
by  a  friend,  ar>d  make  the  heft  of.  ypur  fpeed  out 
of  my  doors,  for  I  hear  my  .wife's  voice,  (which 
by  the  by,  is  pretty  diftinguifhable)  and  in  that 
corner  of  the  room  (lands  a  good  cudgel,  which 
fomebody  has  felt  before  now;  if  jjhat  light  in  her 
hands,  and  fhe  know  the  bufinefe  you  come  about, 
without  confulting  the  ftars,  I  can  affuje  you  it  will 
be  employed  very  much  to  the  detriment  of  your 
perfon.  Sir,  cries  he,  bowing  with  great  civility, 
I  perceive  extreme  grief  for  the  lofs  of  the  do&or 
diforders  you  a  little  at  prefent,  but  early  in  the 
morning  I  will  wait  on  you  with  all  neceflary  ma-, 
teiials.  Now  I  mention  no  Mr.  Bickerftaff ;  nor 
do  I  fay,  that  a  certain  ftar-gazing  Ycjuire  has  been 
playing  my  executor  before  his  time ;  but  I  leave 
the  world  to  judge,  and  he  that  puts  things  and 
things  fairly  together,  will  not  be  much  wide  of 
the  mark. 

Well,  once  more  I  got  my  doors  clofed,  and  pre-*' 
pared  for  bed,  in  hopes  of  a  little  repofe  after  fo 
many  ruffling  adventures ;  juft  as  I  was  putting  out 
my  light  in  order  to  it,  another  bounces  as  hard  as 
he  can  knock ;  I  opened  the  window,  and  afk  who 
is  there,  and  what  he  wants  ?  I  am  Ned  the  fexton, 
replies  he,  and  come  to  know  whether  the  dodtor 
left  any  orders  for  a 'funeral  fcrmon,  and  where  he 
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5b  to  be  laid,  an<J  whether  his  grave  is  to  be  plain, 
or  bricked?  Why,  firrah,  fays  I,  you  know  me 
well  enough ;  you  know  I  am  not  dead,  and  how 
dare  you  affront  me  after  this  manner?  Alack-a- 
day,  fir,  replies  the  fellow,  why  it  is  in  print,  and 
tjie  whole  town  knows  you  are  dead ;  why,  there 
is  Mr,  White  the  joiner  is  but  fitting  fcrews  to  your 
coffin,  he  will  be  here  with  it  in  an  inftant :  he 
was  afraid  you  would  have  "wanted  it  before  this 
time.  Sirrah*  firrah,  lays  I,  you  fhall  know  to- 
morrow to  your  coft,  that  I  am  alive,  and  alive 
like  to  be.  Why,  it  is  ftrange,  fir,  fays  he,  you 
ftoyld  make  fiicha  fecret  of  your  death  to  us  that 
are  your  neighbours ;  it  looks  as  if  you  had  a  dc- 
£gn to  defraud  the  church  of  its  dues;  and  let  me 
^elli  you,  for  ope  that  has  lived  fo  long  by  the 
bpavsns,  that  is  unhandibmely  done.  Hift,  hift, 
{ay?s  another  rogiue  that  ftood  by  him }  away,  doc- 
tor, into  your  flannel  gear  as  faft  as  you  can,  for 
here  is  a  whoje  pack  of  difmals  coming  to  you  with 
theh?  blapk  equipage^  and  how  indecent  will  it -look 
fjoryqu  to  (land  frightening  folks  at  your  window, 
Vfhen  you  fhould  have  been  in  your  coffin  this 
thjree  hours  ?  in  fhort,  vhat  with  undertakers,  im- 
baiters,  joiners,  fextons,  and  your  damned  elegy 
hawkers  upon  a  late  practitioner  in  phyfick  and 
aftrology,  I  got  not  one  wink  of  fleep  that  night, 
9or  fierce  a  moment's  reft  ever  fince.  Ntfw  I 
doubt  got*  but  this  villainous  Tquire  has  the  impu- 
deoc<?  Ktftfigrt)  tljat.thefe  are  entirely  ftrangers  to 
him ;  he,  good  jnan,  knows  nothing  of  the  mat- 
ter, and  honed  Ifaac  BickerftafF,  I  warrant  you,  is 
6  more 
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more  a  man  of  honour,  than  to  be  an  accomplice 
with  a  pack  of  rafcals,  that  walk  thq  ftreets  on 
nights,  and  difturb  good  people  in  their  beds ;  but 
he  is  out,  if  he  thinks  the  whole  world  is  blind  j 
for  there  is  one  John  Partridge  can  fmell  a  knave  as 
far  as  Grub-ftreet, — although  he  lies  in  the  mod 
exalted  garret,  and  writes  himfelf  'fquire : — but  I 
will  keep  my  temper,  and  proceed  in  the  narra- 
tion. 

I  could  not  ftir  out  of  doors  for  the  (pace  of 
three  months  after  this,  butprefently  one  comes  up 
to  me  in  the  ftreet ;  Mr.  Partridge,  that  coffin  you 
was  kft  buried  in,  I  have  not  been  yet  paid  for ; 
dodtor,   cries    another   dog,   how   do   you   think 
people  can  live  by  making  of  graves  for  nothing  ? 
next  time  you  die,  you  may  even  toll  out  the  bell 
yourfelf  for  Ned.     A  third  rogue  tips  me  by  the 
elbow,  and  wonders,  how  I  have  the  confeience  to 
fneak  abroad  without  paying  my  funeral  expences. 
Lord,  (ays  one,  I  diirft  have  fwore  that  was  honeft 
Dr.  Partridge,  my  old  friend  ;  but  poor  man;  he  is 
gone.     I  beg  your  pardon,  fays  another,  you  look 
fo  like  my  old  acquaintance,  that  I  ufed  to  confult 
on  fome  private  occafibns :  but,  alack,  he  is  gone 
the  way  of  all  flefli         Look,  look,  look,  cries  a 
third,   after  a"  competent  fpace  of  (taring  at  me, 
would  not  one  think  our  neighbour  the  almanack- 
maker  was  crept  out  of  his  grave,  to  take  the  other 
peep  at  the  (tars  in  this  world,  and  (hew  how  much 
he  is  improved  in  fortune-telling,  by  having  taken 
a  journey  to  the  other  ? 

Nay, 
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s  .N£y>*the  yeryr  reader  of  c^rparifh,  a  good  fober, 
clifcreet  perfon,  has  fent  two  or  three  times  for  me  to 
come  and  be  buried  decently  $,  or  fend  him  fufficient 
reafonSf  to  th&  contrary  j  or? ,  if  I  have  been:interr:e4 
in  any  other  parifh>  to  produce  my  certificate,  a$ 
tlie  a&  *  requires.  .  My  poor  wife  i*  almoft.  run  dif- 
tra&ed  wjtL  being  called  widpw,  partridge,  when 
flie  knows  it  is  falfe ;  and  Qnce  ,a  term  fhe  is  cited 
into  the  court*  to  take  out  letters  of  adminiftration* 
But  the  greatefjt  grievance  is^  a  paultry  quack,  .that 
takes  up  mycallingjuft  under  my  nofe*  and  in  hk 
printed  directions  with  N*  B.  +-  fays,  he  lives. ia 
the  lioufe  of  the  late  ingenious  Mr.  John  Partridge^ 
an  eminent  pra&itioner  in  leather^  4  phyfic^,  ^nd 
aftrology,    - 

But  to  fhew  how  far  the  picked  .fpirit  o£r$£Lyyp 
malice  and  refentmeat  can  hurry  fome-menrmy 
namelefs  old  perfecutor  had  proyided  me  a  roonu- 
ment  at  the  ftone-cutter's,  aud  would  hav?  er$&- 
ed  it  in  the  parifh-church ;  and  this  piece  of  ucpto- 
nous  and  expenfive  villainy  had  actually  fuccee^ed* 
if  I  had  not  ufed  my  utmoft  intereft  with  the  veftryr 
where  it  was  carried  at  laft  but  by  two  yoifes*  that 
I  am  alive.  That  ftratagem  failing,  out  coiixes  a 
long  fable  elegyf  bedecked  with  hour-glafles,  mat- 
tocks, fculls,  fpades,  and  fkeletons,  with  an  epi- 
taph as  confidently  written  to  abufe  me,  and  my 

•  The  fiattite  of  30  Car.  II.  for  burying  in  woolen  requires,  that 
oath  (hall  be  made  of  the  compliance  with  this  aft,  and  a  certificate 
thereof  lodged  with  the  miniftcr  of  the  parifh  within  eight  days  after . 
iaterment. 

profeflion, 
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profeffion,  as  if  I  'had  been  under  ground  thefe 
twenty  years. 

And,  after  fuch  barbarous  treatment  as  this,  ican 
the  world  blame  ffife,  when  I  afk,  what  is  become 
of  the  freedom  of  ah  Englifhman  ?  and  where  is 
the  liberty  and  property,  that  my  old  glorious 
friend  came  ovfer  to  aflert?  we  have  drove  popery 
out  of  the  nation,  and  fent  flavery  to  foreign  climes^ 
The  arts  only  remain  in  bondage,  when  a  man  of 
fcience  and  chara&er  (hall  be  openly  infulted,  in 
die  midft  of  the  many  ufeful  fervices  he  is  daily 
faying  the  publick.  A^as  it  evqr  heard,  even  icr 
Turkey  or  Algiers,  that  a  ftate  aftrolbger  was  ban- 
tered, out  of  his  life  by  an  ignorant  impoftorl  ot 
bawled  out  of  the  world  by  <a  pack  of  villainpus^ 
deep-mouthed  hawkers  ?  though  I  print  almariaqks, 
andpublifh  advertifements;  though  I  pfoducife  cer- 
tificates under  the  mihifters  and  church-ward^hs 
hands  I  am  alive,  and  atteft  the  fame  on  oath  it 
quarter-feflions,  out  comes  a  full  and  true  relation 
of  the  death  and  interment  of  John  Partridge! 
truth  is  bore  down,  attestations  negleded,  the  tef*~ 
timony  of  fober  perfons  defpifed,  ahd  a  mkn  is 
looked  upon  by  his  neighbours  as  if  he  had  been1 
feven  years  dead,  and  is  buried  alive  in  the  midft  of 
his  friends  and  acquaintance. 

Now  can  any  man  of  common  fenfe  think  it  con- 
fident with  the  honour  of  my  profeffion,  and  not 
much  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  philofopher,  to  ftand 
bawling  before  his  own  door  ? — alive !  alive  !  ho ! f 
the  famous  Dr.  Partridge !  no  counterfeit,  but  all 
alive!      ■  as  if  I  had  the  twelve  celeftial  monfters 
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of  the  zodiack  to  fhew  within,  or  was  forced  for  a 
livelihood  to  turn  retailer  to  May  and*  Bartholomew 
fairs-  Therefore,  if  her  majefty  would  but  gra- 
cioully  be  pkaf^dt^think a  hirdfiijp  of  this  nature 
worthy  her  royal  confideration,  and  the  next  par- 
liament, in  their  great  wifdom,  caft  but  an  eye  to- 
wards the  deplorable  cafe  of  their  old  philomath 
that  annually  j beftows  his  poetical  good  wiihes  oa 
them,  I  am  fure  there  is  one  Ifaac  Bickerftaff,  Efq; 
would  foon  be  trufTed  up  for  his  bloody  predictions, 
and  putting  good  fubjedts  in  terror  of  their  lives : 
and  that  henceforwatd  to  murder » a  roan  by  way  of 
prophecy^  and-butyjhim  in  a.  printed  letter,  either 
to  a  lord  or  commoner,  fhall  as  legally  entitle  him 
to  the  :prefent  <p§fleffioh  of  Tyburn,  as  if  he  fobbed 
on  the  highway,  or  cut  your  throat  in  bed. 

I  fhall  demonftrate  to, the  judicious,  that  France 
and  Rome  are  at  tfie  bottom  of  this  horrid  conipi- 
racy  againft  me;  and  that  Culprit  aforefaid  is  a 
pdpifli^imifftiy^h^  paid  hi^lits  toN&.  Gerinain£ 
airiH-ii^itf'flte  that 

iii;iatf(imirtih£  to^  *tee  ii  a  general 

mifl^re^Ie^tt^defi^netflh  tfhefe*  tealW;  and-: 
tfiftft^li'tojr  iiaei'ther^  is  a  Wtitind  giveh  to  all  the 
p^ffant^i^naa^iti^re  in'  the  dniverfe.; "  '  ; '    ' 

/?.,:'  \  JirjLuqn::    :     ■    rV;i!i;  VlVAT  ReOINA. 
•' sT  ..;  ti:;.-  -    .    •  :   .      \  •       *      ;      '         ,1     : 
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ISAAC   BICKERSTAFF,    Esq* 

1  AGAINST 

What  i6  objected-  to  him  by  Mr.  Partridge  in  bis 
Almanack  for  the  prefent  Year  1709. 

-♦Sythefaid  ISAAC  BICKERSTAFF,  Efq. 
Written  in  the  Year  1 709. 

MIL  PARTRIDGE has  been  lately  pteafed 
tp.trpat  .19?  after  a  very  rough  manner,  in 
that  which  is  ceiled,  his  Almanack,  for  the  prefent 
year:  iuch  ulage  is  very  undeqent  from  one  gen- 
tleman to  another^  and  does  not  at  ell  contribute 
to  the  difcovery  of  truth,  which  ought  to.  be  the 
great  end  in  all  difputes  of  the  learned.  To  call 
a.  man  a  fool  and  villain,  and  impudent  fellow, 
only  for  differing  from  him  in  a  point  merely  fpe- 
culative,  is,  in  my  humble  opinion,  a  very  im- 
proper ftyle  for  a  perfon  of  his  education.  I  ap- 
peal to  the  learned  world,  whether,  in  my  laft 
year's  predictions,  I  gave  him  the  leaft  provoca- 
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tion  for  fuch  unworthy  treatment.  Philofophers 
have  differed  in  all  ages ;  but  the  difcreeteft  among 
them,  have  always  differed,  as  became  philofophers* 
Scurrility  and  paffion,  in  a  controverfy  among 
fcholars,  is  juft  fo  much  of  nothing  to  the  pur- 
pofe,  and  at  heft*  ,a  tacit  confeflion  of  a  weak 
caufe:  my  concern  is  not  fo  much  for  my  own 
reputation,  as  that  of  the  republick  of  letters, 
which  Mr,  Partridge  has  endeavoured  to  wound 
through  my  fides.  If  men  of.  publick  fpirit  muft 
be  fupercilioufly  treated  for  their  ingenious  at- 
tempts, how  will  true  ufeful  knowledge  be  ever 
advanced  ?  I  wifh  Mr.  Partridge  knew  the  thoughts, 
which  foreign  univerfities  have  conceived  of  his 
ungenerous  proceedings  with  me ;  but  I  am  too 
tender  of  his  reputation  to  publifh  them  to  the 
world.  That  fpirit  of  envy  and  pride,  which 
blafts  fo  many  rifing  geniufes  in  our  nation,  is  yet 
unknown  among  profeflbrs  abroad:  the  neceflity 
of  juftifying  myfelf,  will  excufe  my  vanity,  when 
I  tell  the  reader,  that  I  have  near  a  hundred  ho- 
norary letters  from  feveral  parts  of  Europe  (fome  as 
far  as  Mufcovy)  in  praife  of  my  performance.  Ee- 
fide  feveral  others,  which,  as  I  have  been  credibly 
informed,  were  opened  in  the  poft-office,  and  ne- 
ver fent  me.  It  is  true,  the  Inquifition.  in  Por- 
tugal was  *  pleafed  to  burn  my  predi&ions,  and 
condemn  the  author  and  readers  of  them ;  but  I 
hope  at  the  fame  time,  it  will  be  confidered,  in 
kow  deplorable  a  ftate  learning  lies  at  prefent  in 

•  This  is  faa,  as  the  author  was  allured  by  Sir  Paul  Methuen, 
then  ambaiTador  to  that  crown. 
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that  kingdom :  and  with  the  profoundeft  Venera- 
tion fof  crowned  heads,  I  will  prefume  to  add, 
that  it  a  little  concerned  his  majefty  of  Portugal  to 
interpofe  his  authority  in  behalf  of  a  fcholar  and  a 
gentleman,  the  fubjett  of  a  nation,  with  which  he 
is  now  in  lb  ftridt  an  alliance.  But  the  other  king- 
doms ancf  ftates  of  Europe,  have  treated  me  with 
more  candour  and  get>erofity.  If  I  had  leave  to 
print  the  Latin  letters  tranfmitted  to  me  from  fo- 
reign parts,  they  would  fill  a  volume,  and  be  a  fell 
defence  againft  all  that  Mr.  Partridge,  or  his  accom- 
plices of  the  Portugal  Inquifition,  will  be  ever  able 
to  objed;  who,  by  the  way,  are  the  only  enemies 
my  predi&ions  have  ever  met  with  at  home  or 
abroad.  But  I  hope  I  know  better  what  is  due  to 
the  honour  of  a  learned  correfpondence,  in  fo  ten- 
der a  point.  Yet  fome  of  thofc  illuftrious  perfons 
will  perhaps  excufe  me,  for  tranferibing  a  paflage 
or  two  in  my  vindication  *.  The  mod  learned 
Monfieur  Leibnits  thus  addreffe  to  me  his  third 
letter:  ilBiflriffimo  Blckcrjiqffio  qftrologia  injlaura- 
toriy  &c.  Monfieur  Le  Clerc,  quoting  my  pre- 
dictions in  a  treatite  he  publiihed  laft  year,  is 
pleafed  to  fay,  ita  nuperrhiie  Bicktrftqflius  magnum 
illud  Anglla ft  J  us.  Another  great  profdfor  writ- 
ing of  me,  has  thefe  words:  Bicketjlaffius^  nobilh 
AngluS)  qfirologotnm  bujufce  facuB  facile  princeps* 
Signior  Magliabecchi,  the  Great  Duke's  fatfious  li- 
brary-keepef ,  fpends  almoft  his  whole  letter  in  com- 
pliments and  praifes.     It  is  true,  the  renowned 

•  The  quotations  here  inferred  are  in  Imitation  of  Dr.  Bentley, 
in  fome  parr  of  the  famous^controverfy  between  him  and  M*.  Boyle. 
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profeflbr  of  aftronomy  at  Utrecht  feems  to  differ 
from  me  in  one  article  ;  but  it  is  after  the  modeft 
maimer  that  becomes  a  philofopher ;  as,  pace 
iMti  viri  dixerim :  and  page  55,  he  feems  to  lay 
the  error  upon  the  printer,  (as  indeed  it  ought) 
and  fays,  vel  for/an  error  typography  cum  altoqum 
Bkkerftaffius  vir  doftijfimus,  ike. 

If  Mr.  Partridge  had  followed  thefe  examples  in 
the  controverfy  between  us,  he  might  have  fpared 
me  the  trouble  of  juftifying  myfelf  in  fo  publick 
a  maimer.  I  believe  no  man  is  readier  to  own  his 
errors  than  I,  or  more  thankful  to  thofe,  who  will 
pleafe  to  inform  him  of  them.  But  it  feems;  this 
gentleman,  inftead  of  encouraging  the  progrefs  of 
his  own  art,  is  pleafed  to  look  upon  all  attempts  of 
that  kind,  as  an  inv&fion  of  his  province.  He  has 
been  indeed  fo  wife  as  to  make  no  obje&ion  againft 
the  truth  of  my  predi&ions,  except  in  one  fingle 
point  relating  to  himfelf :  and  to  demonftrate  how 
much  men  are  blinded  by  their  own  partiality,  I 
do  folemnly  aflure  the  reader,  that  he  is  the  only 
perfon,  from  whom  I  ever  heard  that  obje&iou 
offered  ;  which  cohfideration  alone,  I  think,  will 
take  off  all  its  weight. 

With  my  utmoft  endeavours  I  have  not  been  able 
to  trace  above  two  obje&ions  ever  made  againft 
the  truth  of  my  laft  year's  prophecies :  the  firft  was, 
of  a  Frenchman,  who  was  pleafed  to  publiih  to  the 
world,  that  u  the  cardinal  De  Noaillcs  was  ftill 
u  alive,  notwithftanding  the  pretended  prophecy  of 
"  Monfieur  BiquerftafFe :"  but  how  far  a  French- 
man, a  papift,  and  an  enemy,  is  to  be  believed  in 
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his  own  caufe,  againft  an  Englifh  proteftanvwtd 
is  true  to  the  government,  I  fhall  leave  to  the  canr 
did  and  impartial  reader. 

The  other  obje&ion,  is  the  unhappy  occafion  of  - 
this  difcourfe,  and  relates  to  an  article  in  my  pre-  I 
diOions,  which  foretold  the  death  of  Mr.  Partridge 
to  happen  on  March  29,  1 708.  This  he  is  pleafed 
to  contradift  abfolutely  in  the  almanack  he  has  pub- 
liflied  for  the  prefent  year,  and  in  that  ungentle- 
manly  manner  (pardon  the  expreffion)  as  I  have 
above  related.  In  that  work  he  very  roundly  af- 
ferts,  that  he  "  is  not  only  now  alive,  but  was 
"  likewife  alive  upon  that  very  29th  of  March, 
"  when  I  had  foretold  he  fliould  die."  This  is 
the  fubjedt  of  the  prefent  controverfy  between  us ; 
which  I  defign  to  h^ildle  with  all  brevity,  perfpi- 
cuity,  and  calmnefs.  In  this  difpute,  I  am  fen- 
fible  the  eyes  not  only  of  England,  but  of  all 
Europe,  will  be  upen  us ;  and  the  learned  in  every 
country,  will,  I  doubt  not,  take  .part  on  that  fide, 
where  they  find  molt  appearance  of  reafon  and 
truth. 

Without  entering  into  criticifms  of  chronology 
about  the  hour  of  his  death,  I  fhall  only  prove  that 
Mr.  Partridge  is  not  alive.  And  my  firft  argument 
is  this :  above  a  thoufand  gentlemen  having  bought 
his  almanacks  for  this  year,  merely  to  find  what  he 
faid  againft  me,  at  every  line  they  read,  they 
would  lift  up  their  eyes,  and  cry  out,  betwixt 
rage  and  laughter,  "  they  were  fure  no  man  alive 
"  ever  wric  fuch  damned  ftuff  as  this."  Neither 
did  I  ever  hear  that  opinion  difputed :  fo  that  Mr. 
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Partridge  lies  under  a  dilemma,  either  of  dlfown- 
ing  his  almanack,  or  allowing  himfelf  to  be  no 
man  alive.  But  now,  if  an  uninformed  careafe 
walks  ftill  about,  and  is  pleafed  to  call  itfelf 
Partridge,  Mr.  BickerftafF  does  not  think  himfelf 
any  way  anfwerable  for  that.  Neither  had  the  faid 
careafe  any  right  to  beat  the  poor  boy,  who  hap- 
pened to  pafs  by  it  in  the  ftreet,  crying,  "  a  full 
"  and  true  account  of  Dr.  Partridge's  death,"  &V. 

Secondly,  Mr.  Partridge  pretends  to  tell  fortunes, 
and  recover  ftolen  goods ;  which  all  the  parifR  fays, 
he  rauft  do  by  converfing  with  the  devil,  and  other 
evil  fpirits :  and  no  wife  man  will  ever  allow,  he  * 
could  converfe  perfonally  with  either,  till  after  he 
was  dead. 

Thirdly,  I  will  plainly  prove  him  to  be  dead, 
out  of  his  own  almanack  for  this  year,  and  from 
the  very  paflage,  which  he  produces  to  make  us 
think  him  alive.  He  there  fays,  "  he  is  not  only 
M  now  alive,  but  was  alfo  alive  upon  that  very  29th 
"  of  March,  which  I  foretold  he  fhould  die  on :" 
by  this^  he  declares  his  opinion,  that  a  man  may 
be  alive  now,  who  was  not  alive  a  twelvemonth 
ago.  And  Indeed,  there  lies  the  fophiftry  of  his 
argument  He  dares  not  aflert  he  was  alive  ever 
fiace  that  29th  of  March,  but  that  he  "  is  now 
"  alive,  and  was  fo  on  that  day :"  I  grant  the 
latter ;  for  he  did  not  die  till  night,  as  appears  by 
the  printed  account  of  his  death,  in  a  Letter  to  a 
Lord  ;  and  whether  he  be  fmce  revived,  I  leave  the 
world  to  judge.  This  indeed  is  perfe&  cavilling, 
and  I  am  afhamed  to  dwell  any  longer  upon  it, 

E  3  Fourthly, 
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Fourthly,  I  will  appeal  to  Mr.  Partridge  himfetf* 
whether  it  be  probable  I  could* have,  been  fo  in- 
difcreet,  to  begin  vpy  predictions  with  the  only 
falfehood,  that  ever  was  pretended  to  be  in  them  * 
and  this  in  an  affair  at  home,  where  I  had  fo  many 
opportunities  to  be  exa£t ;  and  n^uft  have  givefl, 
fuch  advantages  againft  me  to  a  perfoa  of  iyin 
Partridge's  wit  and  learning,  who,  if  he  could  pof- 
fibly  have  raifed  one  fingle  obje&ion  more  againft 
the  truth  of  my  prophecies,  would  hardly  have 
ipared  me. 

And  here  I  mud  tpke  qccafion  tP  reprove  the 
above-mentioned  writer  of  the  relation  of  Mr. 
Partridge's  death,  in  a.  Letter  to  a  ^.orjd  ;  who  was 
pleafed  to  tax  me  with  a.  miftake  of  four  whole 
hours  in  my  calculation  of  that  event.  I  mu^ft  con- 
fefs,  this  cenfure  pronounced  with  a$  afc  of  cer- 
tainty, in  a  matter  tha*  fo  nearly  concerned  me, 
and  by  a  grave  judicious  author,  moved  me  not  a 
little.  But  though  I  was  at  that  time  out  of  town, 
yet  fevcral  of  my  friends,  whofe  curiofHjy  had  led 
them  to  be  exa&ly  informed,  (for  as  to  my  own 
part,  having  no  doubt  at  all  in  tfye  matter,  I  never 
once  thought  of  it)  allured  me,  I  computed  to 
lomething  under  half  an  hour ;  which  (I  fpealc  my 
private  opinion)  is  an  error  of  no  very  great  magni- 
tude, that  men  fhould  raife  a  clamour  about  it.  I 
fhall  only  fay,  it  would  not  be  amifs,  if  that  author 
would  henceforth  be  more  tender  of  other  men's 
reputation,  as  well  as  his  own.  It  is  well  there  were 
no  more  miftakes  of  that  kind ;  if  there  had,  I  pre- 
fume  he  would  have  told  me  of  them  with  as  'Utile 
crremony. 

There 
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Tljere  h  one  obje&ion  againft  Mr.  Partridge's 
death,  which  J  have  fometimes  met  with,  though 
indeed  very  flightly  offered,  that  he  (till  continues 
to  Write  almanacks.  But  this  is  no  more  than  what 
is  common  to  all  of  that  profeffion:  Gadbuiy9 
Poor  Robin,  Dove,  Wing,  and  feveraj  others,  do 
yearly  publifh  their  almanacks,  though  fcveral  of 
them  have  been  dead  fince  before  the  Revolution. 
Now  the  natural  reafon  of  this  I  take  tp  be,  that 
whereas  it  is  the  privilege  of  authors  to  live  after 
theit  death,  almanack-makers  are  alone  excluded  ; 
bccaufe  their  diflertations,  treating  only  upon  the 
minutes  as  they  pafs,  become  ufelefs  as  thofe  go  off. 
Ihcoufideration  of  which,  time,  whofe  regifters  they 
are,  gives  them  a  leafe  in  reverfion,  to  continue 
their  works  after  their  death, 

I  fliould  not  have  given  the  publick,  or  myfelf, 
the  trouble  of  this  vindication,  if  my  name  had  not 
been  made  ufe  of  by  fever al  perfons,to  whom  I  never 
lent  it  j  one  of  which,  a  few  days  ago,  was  pleafed 
to  father  on  me  a  new  fet  of  predictions,  But  I 
think  thefe  are  things  too  ferious  to  be  trifled  with. 
It  grieved  me  to  the  heart,  when  I  faw  my  labours, 
which  had  coft  me  fo  much  thought  and  watchingt 
bawled  about  by  common  hawkers,  which  I  only  in- 
tended for  the  weighty  confidcration  of  the  graveft 
perfons.  This  prejudiced  the  workj  fo  much  at  firft, 
that  feveral  of  my  friends  had  the  aflurance  to  afk 
me,  whether  I  were  in  jell  I  to.  whfcb  I  on'y  an- 
fwered  coldly,  "  that  the  event  would  fhew."  But  it 
is  the  talent  of  our  age  and  nation,  to  turn  things 
of  the  grcateft  importance  into  ridicule.      When 
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the  end  of  the  year  had  verified  all  my  predictions, 
out  comes  Mr.  Partridge's  almanack,  difputkig  the 
point  of  his  death  ;  fo  that  I  am  employed,  like  the 
general  who  was  forced  to  kill  his  enemies  twice 
over,  whom  a  necromancer  had  raifed  to  life.  If 
Mr.  Partridge  has  pra&ifed  the  fame  experimeat  up- 
on himfelf,  and  be  again  alive,  long  may  he  con- 
tinue fo ;  that  does  not  in  the  leaft  contradi<9:  -my 
veracity :  but  I  think  I  have  clearly  proved,  by  in- 
vincible demonflxation,  that  he  died,  at  fartheft, 
within  half  an  hour  of  the  time  I  foretold,  and  not 
four  hours  fooner,  as  the  above-mentioned  author^ 
in  his  Letter  to  a  Lord,  has  malicioufly  fuggeftec^ 
with  defign  to  blaft  my  credit,  by  charging  BW 
with  fo  grofs  ^  miftake. 
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M       E       R       L        IN, 

THE  BRITISH  WIZARD. 

Written  above  a  Thoufand  Tears  ago,  and  relating 
~ '    to  the  Year  1709. 

With  Explanatory  Notes,  by  T.  N.  Philomath* 

LAST  year  was  published  a  paper  of  pre- 
divans,  pretended  to  be  written  by  one 
Ifaac  Bickerfta$T>  Efq;  but  the  true  defign  of  it  was 
to  ridicule  the,  art  of  aftrology,  and  expofe  its  pro- 
feflbrs  as  ignorant,  or  uppoftojrs. ,  Againft  this  im- 
putation, Dr.  Partridge  has .  learnedly  vindicated 
himfelf  in  his  almanack  for  that  year. 

For  a  farther  vindication  of  this  famous  art,  I 
have  thought  fit  to  prefent  the  world  with  the  fol- 
lowing prophecy.  The  original  is  faid  to  be  of 
the  famous  Merlin,  who  lived  about  a  thoufand 
years  ago  ;  and  the  following  tranflation  is  two 
hundred  years  old,  for  it  feems  to  be  written  near 
the  end  of  Henry  the  Seventh's  reign.      I  found 
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it  in  an  old  edition  of  MerKn's  prophecies,  irir-* 
printed  at  London  by  John  Hawkins  in  the  year 
J53°»  Page  39*  *  fa  'A  ^ovm  word  for  word  in 
the  old  orthography,  and  flisd)  take  leave  to  fubjoiq 
a  few  explanatory  notes. 

&eben  ano  Ctn  abbgb  to  jWite, 
£>f  f  raunct  get  tKoe  t%ie  i&  tfje  frpgne, 
fcampss  IfUbere  nop*  p*ft*nen, 
flttolfte  fan*  toetpng  fe&oetf  ne  $oien* 
C&en  tompth  fboi  tfjt,  left  unotrfronbe, 
.from  ^otone  of  fetoffie  to  fnrtpn  load** 
8»  farbie  Chpftan,  Woe  tfe  $ocne 
Co  jfcaunce,  that  eber  he  too*  born. 
Cfien  (ball  tfie  j*pfbe  betoeple  fii*  Bofff  j 
J5«  (ball  grin  XBercp*  mate  up  tfie  loffe. 
$onge  dpmnele  tball  again  tniftarrpe : 
Sito  jftattaap*  \3rpo  again  (ball  marnft 
Stofr  front  t|e  «ree  tohert  ©TofwrnJ  f ale, 
Itipe  /tint  (ball  tome,  ano  all  tt  totlt, 
Hrautmr  fball  oannte  $on&t  nv  iftmbe, 
2nti  it  fbott  be  merrpe  in  olb  Btogfonbe, 
Cl>en  olb  Jtnglonbe  (ball  be  no  ntore, 
ami  no  man  fball  be  foric  therefore. 
<jpetpon  Ihalt  ftabe  tfiwt  $ebe$  agapne, 
^ill  $ap0butge  mafcptb  t&em  but  rtoapnr, 

EXPLANATORY  NOTES. 

feeftttt  anb  Cen,  This  line  describes  the   year 
when  thefe  events,  ihall  happen.     Seven  and  ten 
make  feventeen,  which  I  explain  feventeen  hun- 
dred, 
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dred,  ami  this  number  added  to  nine,  makes  the 
year  we  are  now  in ;  for  it  muft  be  understood 
of  the  natural  year?  which,  begins  the  firft  of  Ja- 
nuary? 

%amp  «M*«f  rto|*,  fife.  The  river  Thames 
frozen  twice  in  one  year,  fo  as.  men  to  walk  on  it, 
is  a  very  fignal  accident,  which,  perhaps  hath  not 
faQen  ou{  for  feveral  hundred  years  before,  and  is. 
the  reafon  why  fome  astrologers  have  thought  that 
this  prophecy  could  never  be  fulfilled  becaufc  they 
imagined  fuch  a  thing  would  never  happen  in  our. 
climate. 

fwm  Zitow  *f  flttlft ,  &c.  fhh  is  a  plain 
defignation  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough :  gne  kiiuj 
of  ftuff  ufed  to  fatten  land  i$  called  NJarle,  and 
eveiy  fyxly  knows  that  Borough  is  a  name  for  a 
town  ;  4nd  this  w?y  of  expreffion  is  after  the  ufual 
dark  manner  of  pid  aftrolpgical  predi&ions, 

«5w  »Jrt!  tfie  jfoOit>  &c.  By  the  fi%  is  uinder- 
flood  the  dauphin  of  France,  as  thf if  kings  eldeft 
foas  are  called  :  it  is  here  laid,  he  fhall  lament  the 
lofe  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  called  die  Bofle, 
which  is  an  Englifh  word  for  hump-(houlder,  or 
crook-back,  as  (hat  duke  is  known  to  be;  and 
the  prophecy  feems  to,  mean,  that  he  ftiould  be 
overcome  or  flain.  l$y  *be  green  berrys,  in  the 
next  line,  is  meant  the.  young  duke  of  Berry,  the 
dauphin's  third  fon,  wjab  fhall  not  have  valour  or 
fortune  enough  to  fupply  the  lofs  of  his  eldeft 
brother. 
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ffetigt  fepmtlrte,  &?*•  By  Symnele  is  meant  the 
pretended  prince  of  Wales,  who,  if  he  offers  to 
attegapt  any  tjttmg  againft  England,  ffeaH  mifcarry 
as  he  did  before.  Lambert  Symnele  is  the  name 
of  a  young  man,  noted  in  our  hiftories  for  perfon- 
ating  the  fon  (as  I  remember)  of  Edward  the 
Fourth, 

£tfr  jfrmtoap*  tytfr>  £fo  I  cannot  guefe  *  who 
is  nteant  by  Norway's  pride,  perhaps  the  reader 
may,  as  well  tfs  theferifq  of  ths  twe  following 
liases* 

HeanmjJ  Hall,  &V.  Reaums,  or,  as  the  word 
is  now,  reahnst,  &  the  old  name  for^4qg4OTas'ft  &P& 
this  is  a  yery  plain  prediction  of  our  happy  union* 
with  the  felicities,  that  fhall  attend  it.  It  is  added 
that  Old  Englandrfhall  be  no  more,  and  yet  no  maa 
fhall  be  ferry  for.it  And  indeed,  properly  {peak- 
ing, England  is  now  no  mof e>  for  the  whole  iflan4 
is  one  kingdom  under  the  name  of  Britain. 

titcpon  (ball,  -6&.  Thi?  prcdidion,  though  fbm^ 
what  obfeure,  i$  wonderfully  adapt.  Geryon  is 
faid  ta  have  been  a  king  of  Spain,  whom  Hercules 
flew.  It  was  a,fi&ion  of  the  poets,  that  he  had 
three  heads,  which  the  author  fays  he  fhall  have 
again  ;  that  is,  Spain  fhall  have  three  kings  j  which 
is  riQw^wonderfully  verified ;  for  befides  the  king  of 
Portugal*  which  properly  is  part  of  Spain,  there 
are  now  two  rivals  for  Spain,  Charles  and  Philip  ; 
but  Charles  being  defended   from  the  count  of 

'*  Queen  Anne* 

*  7  Hapfburgh, 


Digitized 


by  Google 


MERLWs  PROPHECY.         6t 

Hapiburgh,  founder  of  the  Auftrian  family,  (hall 
foon  make  thofe  heads  *  but  two  by  overturning 
Philip,  and  driving  him  out  of  Spain, 

Sotoe  of  thefe  predictions  are  piready  fulfilled  ; 
and  it  is  highly  probable  the  reft  may  be  in  due 
time ;  and  I  think,  I  have  not  forced  the  words  by 
my  explication  into  any  other  fenfe,  than  what 
they  will  naturally  bear.  If  this  be  granted,  I  am 
fare  it  muft  be  alfo  allowed,  that  the  author  (who- 
ever he  were)  was  a  perfon  of  extraordinary  faga- 
dty  ;  and  that  aftrology  brought  to  fuch  perfe&ion 
as  this,  is  by  no  means  an  art  to  be  defpifed,  what- 
ever Mr.  Bickerftaffi  or  other  merry  gentlemen  are 
pleafed  to  think.  As  to  the  tradition  of  thefe 
lines  having  been  writ  in  the  original  by  Merlin,  I 
confefs  I  lay  not  much  weight  upon  it :  but  it  is 
enough  to  juftify  their  authority,  that  the  book 
whence  I  have  tranfcribed  them,  was  printed  1 70 
years  ago,  as  appears  by  the  title-page.  For  the 
fatisfaftion  of  any  gentleman,  who  may  be  either 
doubtful  of  the  truth,  or  curious  to  be  informed,  I 
fhall  give  order  to  have  the  very  book  fent  to  .the 
printer  of  this  paper,  with  dire&ions  to  let  any 
body  fee  it  that  pleafes,  becaufe  I  believe  it  is  pretty 
fcarce. 
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to  P  O  K«A 


According  to  the  Style  aftd  Manriir  of  the  Honour* 
able  Robert  Boyle's  MeiJitationJ, 


^TMKIS fiiagle  fiick/ which  you1  now  behold 
X*  iiiglbribiifly  lying"  in  that  itegle&ed  cor- 
ner, 1  bnce  knew  in  a  fiouriihirig  ftate  in  a  foreft  : 
it  was  full  of r  fap,  fiill  of  leatres^  and  full  of 
boughs:  but  nbw,  in  vain  does  the  bufy  art  of 
inan  pretend  t<*  vie  with  nature*  by  tying  that 
Withered  bundle  of  twigs  to  its  faplefs  trunk : 
it  is  now,  at  heft*  but  the  reverfe  of  what  it  was* 
a  tree  turned  upfide  down*  the  branches  on  the 
earth,  and  the  root  in  the  air;  it  is  now,  handled 
\$y  every  dirty  wenetl,  condemned  to  do  her 
drudgery*  and  by  a  capricious  kind  of  fate,  de- 
ftined  to  make  other  things  clean,  and  be  nafty 
itfelf :  at  length,  worn  to  the  (lumps  in  the 
fervice  of  the  maids,  it  is  either  thrown  out  of 
doors,  or  condemned  to  the  laft  ufe,  of  kindling 
a  fire.  When  I  beheld  this,  I  fighed,  and  laid 
within  myfelf,  fttrrlt)  mortal  Q$an  ifi  a  IBroam* 
fftck !  nature  fent  him  into  the  world  ftrong  and 
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lofty f  in  a  thriving  condition,  wearing  his  own 
hair  on  hisliead,  the  proper  branches  of  this  rea- 
soning vegetable,  until  the  axe  of  intemperance 
has  lopped  off  his  gr$en  boughs,  and  left  him  a 
withered  trunk :  he  then  flies  to  art,  and  puts  on 
a  perriwig,  valuing  fcimfelf  upon  an  unnatural 
bundle  of  hairs  (all  covered  with  powder)  that 
never  grew  on  his  head ;  but  now,  fhould  this 
our  tyroom-ftick  pretend  to  enter  the  fcene,  proud 
of  thofe  birchen  fpoils  it  never  bore,  and  all  co- 
vered with  duft,  though  the  fweepings  of  the 
fineft  lady's  chamber,  we  fhould  be  apt  to  ri- 
dicule and  deipiik  its  vanity*  Partial  judges  that 
we  are  of  our  own  excellencies,  and  other  men's 
defaults! 

But  a  broom-ftick,  perhaps  you  will  fay,  is  an 
emblem  of  a  tree  (landing  on  its  head  ;  and  pray 
what  is  man,  but  a  topfy-turvey  creature,  his  ani* 
*raal.  faculties  perpetually  mounted  on  his  rational* 
his  head  where  his  heels  fhould  be,  groveling  on 
the  earth!  and  yet,  with  all  his  faults,  he  fets 
up  to  be  a  univcrfal  reformer  and  corridor  of 
abtt&s,  a  remover  of  grievances,  rakes  Into  every 
flut's  corner  of  nature,  bringing  hidden  corrupt 
turns  to  the  light,  and  raifes  a  mighty  dull  wher£ 
there  was  none  before;  fharing  deeply  all  the 
while  in  the  very  fame  pollutions  he  pretends  to 
fweep  away  1  his  laft  days  are  fpent  in  flaVeiy 
to  women,  and  generally  the  leafl  delbrving; 
till  worn  out  to  the  flumps*  likd  his  brother  be- 
fool, he  is  either  kicked  out  of  doors,  or  made 
life  of  to  kindle  flames  fbr  others  to  warm  them- 
feUeiby. 
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For  cone&ing,  improving,  and  afccrtaining  the 

ENGLISH    TONGUE. 
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A  Letter  to  the  Moft  Honourable  Robert  Earl  of 
Oxford  and  Mortimer,  Lord  High  Treafurer  of 
Great-Britain* 


To   the   moft  Honourable    Robert    Earl   of 
Oxford,  &c. 

My  Lord, 

WHAT  I  had  the  honour  of  mentioning  to* 
your  lordfhip  fome  time  ago  in  converfit* 
tion,  was  not  a  new  thought,  juft  then  ftarted  by 
accident  or  occafion,  but  the  refult  of  long  reflec- 
tion, and  I  haye  been  confirmed  in  my  fentiments,  m 
by  the  -c^inion  of  fome  very  judicious  perfons, 
with  whom  I  confulted.  They  all  agreed,  that 
nothing  would  be  of  greater  ufe  towards  the  im- 
provement of  knowledge  and  politenefs,  than  fome 
effe&ual  method  for  corre&ing,  enlarging,  and 
ascertaining  our  language ;  *  and  they  think  it  a 

*  This  fcntence  is  uncouth,  and  ungrammatical,  and  may  eaiily 
be  amended  thus—'  And  they  think  it  Ytry  poffible  to  coitfpaft  the 
work,  &c.' 
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work  very  poffible  to  be  compaffed  under  the  pro- 
tection of  a  prince,  the  countenance  and  encou- 
ragement of  a  miniftry,  and  the  care  of  proper 
perfons  chofen  for  fuch  an  undertaking,  I  was 
glad  to  find  your  lordfhip's  anfwer  in  fo  different  a 
ftyle,  from  what  has  been  commonly  made  ufe  of 
on  the  like  occafions,  for  fome  years  paft,  That  all 
fuch  thoughts  muft  be  deferred  to  a  time  of  peace : 
a  topick,  which  fome  have  carried  fo  far,  that  they 
would  not  have  us  by  any  means  think  of  pre- 
ferring our  civil  or  religious  conftitution,  becaufe 
we  are  engaged  in  a  war  abroad.  It  will  be  among 
th^  diftinguiflbing  marks  of  your  miniftry,  my  lord, 
that  you  have  a  genius  above  all  fuch  regards,  and 
that  no  reafonable  propofal  for  the  honour,  the  ad- 
vantage, or  the  ornament  of  your  country,  how- 
ever foreign  to  your  more  immediate  office,  was 
ever  negle&ed  by  you.  I  confefs  the  merit  of  this 
candour  and  condefcenfion  is  very  much  leffened, 
becaufe  your  Iordfhip  hardly  leaves  us  room  to  offer 
our  good  wifhes;  removing  all  our  difficulties,  and 
fupplying  our  wants,  fafter  than  the  moft  vifionary 

Ifiroje&or  can  adjuft  his  fchemes.     And  therefore, 
my  lord,  the  defign  of  this  paper  is  not  fo  much 
to  offer  you  ways  and  means,  as  to  complain  of  a 
grievance,  the  redreffing  of  which  is  to  be  your 
.  own  work,  as  much  as  that  of  paying  the  nation's 
r  debts,  or  opening  a  trade  into  the  South-Sea ;  and 
though  not  of  fuch  immediate  benefit,  as  either  of 
thefe,  or  any  other  of  your  glorious  actions,  yet, 
perhaps,  in  future  ages  not  lefs  to  your  honour. 
I      Vol.  V.  F  My 
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My  lord,  I  do  here  in  the  name  of  all  the  learned 
and  polite  perfons  of  the  nation,  complain  to  your 
lordfhip,  as  firft  minifter,  that  our  language  is  ex- 
tremely imperfect  j  that  its  daily  improvements  are 
by  no  means  in  proportion  to  its  daily  corruptions;  . 
that  the  pretenders  to  polifh  and  refine  it,  have 
chiefly  multiplied  abufes  and  abfurdities ;  and  that 
in  many  inftances  it  offends  againft  every  part  of 
grammar.  But  left  your  lordfhip  fliould  think  my 
cenfure  too  fevere,  I  fhall  take  leave  to  be  more 
particular. 

I  believe  your  lordfhip  will  agree  with  me  in  the 
reafon,  why  our  language  is  lefs  refined  than  thofe 
of  Italy,  Spain,  or  France.  'Tis  plain,  that  the 
Latin  tongue  in  its  purity  was  never  in  this  ifland> 
towards  the  conqueft  of  which,  few  or  no  attempts 
were  made  till  the  time  of  Claudius ;  neither  was 
that  language  ever  fo  vulgar  in  Britain,  as  it  is 
known  to  have  been  in  Gaul  and  Spain.  Farther, 
we  find  that  the  Roman  legions  here  were  at  length 
all  recalled  to  help  their  country  againft  the  Goths, 
and  other  barbarous  invaders.  Mean  time  the  Bri- 
tains,  left  to  fhift  for  themfelves,  and  daily  ha- 
raffed  by  cruel  inroads  from  the  Pi&s,  were  forced 
•  to  call  in  the  Saxons  for  their  defence  j  who,  con- 
fequently,  reduced  the  greateft  part  of  the  ifland  to 
their  own  power,  drove  the  Britains  into  the  moft 
remote  and  mountainous  pasts,  and  the  reft  of  the 
country,  in  cuftoms,  religion,  and  language,  be- 
came wholly  Saxon.  This  I  take  to  be  the  reafon  J 
why  there  are  more  Latiu  word6  remaining  in  the] 
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Britifh  tongue,  than  in  the  old  Saxon,  which,  ex- 
cepting fome  few  variations  in  the  orthography,  is 
the  fame  in  moft  original  words  with  our  prefent 
Englifli,  as  well  as  with  the  German  and  other 
Northern  dialeds.  \ 

Edward  the  Confeflbr,  having  lived  long  in 
France,  appears  to  be  the  firft  who  introduced  any 
mixture  of  the  French  tongue  with  the  Saxon  ;  the 
court  affe&ing  what  the  prince  was  fond  of,  and 
©theirs  taking  it  up  for  a  fafhion,  as  it  is  now  with 
\is.  William  the  Conqueror  proceeded  much  far- 
ther ;  bringing  over  with  him  vaft  numbers  of  that 
nation,,  fcattering  them  in  every  monaftery,  giving 
them  great  quantities  of  land,  directing  all  plead- 
ings to  be  in  that  language,  and  endeavouring  to 
make  it  univerfal  in  the  kingdom.  This  at  leaft  is 
the  opinion  generally  received  :  but  your  lordihip 
has  fully  convinced  me,  that  the  French  tongue 
made  yet  a  greater  progrefs  here  under  Harry  the 
Second,  who  had  large  territories  on  that  continent 
both  from  his  father  and  his  wife,  made  frequent 
journeys  and  expeditions  thither,  and  was  always 
attended  with  a  number  of  his  countrymen,  re- 
tainers at  his  court.  For  fome  centuries  after, 
there  was  a  conftant  intercourfe  between  France 
and  England,  by  the  dominions  we  poflefTed  there, 
and  the  conquefts  we  made  ;  fo  that  our  language 
between  two  and  three  hundred  years  ago,  feems 
tp  have  had  a  greater  mixture  with  French,  than  at 
prefent ;  many  words  having  been  afterwards  re- 
:j  je&ed,  and  fome  fince  the  time  of  Spencer ;  al- 
1*  F  2  though 
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thodgh  we  have  ftill  retained  not  a  few,  which 
have  been  long  antiquated  in  France.  I  could  pro- 
duce feveral  inftances  of  both  kindsj  if  it  were  of 
any  ufe  or  entertainment. 

To  examine  into  the  feveral  circumftances  by 
which  the  language  of  a  country  may  be  alter'd, 
would  force  me  to  enter  into  a  wide  field.     I  fttall 
only  obferve,  that  the  Latin,  the  French,  and  the 
Englifli,  feem  to  have  undergone  the  fame  fortune. 
The  firft,  from  the  days  of  Romulus  to  thofe   of 
Julius  Cacfar,  fuffered  perpetual  changes:  and  by 
what  we  meet  in  thofe  authors  who  occafionally 
fpeak  on  that  fubjeft,  as  well  as  from  certain  frag- 
ments of  old  laws,  it  is  manifeft  that  the  Latin  three 
hundred  years  before  Tully,  was  as  unintelligible  in 
his  time,  as  the  Englifh  and  French  of  the  fame 
period  are  now ;  and  thefe  two  have  changed  as 
much  fmce  William  the  Conqueror,  (which  is  but 
little  lefs  than  feven  hundred  years)  as  the  Latin 
appears  to  have  done  in  the  like  term.     Whether 
our  language,  or  the  French,  will  decline  as  faft  as 
the  Roman  did,  is  a  queftion,  that  would  perhaps 
admit  more  debate  than  it  is  worth.     There  were 
many  reafons  for  the  corruptions  of  the  laft :  as, 
the  change  of  their  government  to  a  tyranny,  which 
ruined  the  ftudy  of  eloquence,  there  being  no  far- 
ther ufe   or  encouragement  for  popular  orators: 
their  giving  not  only  the  freedom  of  the  city,  but 
capacity  for  employments,    to   feveral   towns  in 
Gaul,   Spain,   and    Germany,    and  other   diftant 
parts,  as  far  as  Afia ;  which  brought  a  great  num- 
ber 
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fcer  of  foreign  pretenders  into  Rome :  the  flavifh 
difpofition  of  the  fenate  and  people,  by  which  the 
wit  and  eloquence  of  the  age  were  wholly  turned 
into  panegyrickf  the  moft  barren  of  all  fubjedts ; 
the  great  corruption  of  manners,  and  introduction 
of  foreign  luxury,  with  foreign  terms  to  exprefs 
it,  with  feveral  others,  that  might  be  affigned ; 
not  to  mention  thofe  invafions  from  the  Qoths 
and  Vandals,  *  which  are  too  obvious  to  infill 
on. 

The  Roman  language  arrived  at  great  perfe&ion, 
before  it  began  to  decay :  and  the  French,  for  thefe 
laft  fifty  years,  has  been  polifhing  as  much  as  it 
will  bear,  and  appears  to  be  declining  by  the  na- 
tural inconftancy  of  that  people,  and  the  affecta- 
tion of  fome  late  authors  to  introduce  and  multiply 
cant  words,  which  is  the  moft  ruinous  corruption 
in  any  language.  La  Bruyere,  a  late  celebrated 
writer  among  tl^em,  makes  ufe  of  many  new  terms, 
which  are  not  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  common 
di&ionajries  before  his  time.  But  the  Englifh 
tongue  is  not  arrived  to  fuch  a  degree  of  perfec- 
tion, as  to  make  us  apprehend  any  thoughts  of  its 
decay ;  and  if  it  were  once  refined  to  a  certain 
ftandard,  perhaps  there  might  be  ways  found  out 
to  fix  it  for  ever,  or  at  leaft  till  we  are  invaded  and 
made  a  conqueft  f  by  fome  other  ftate ;  and  even 
then  our  beft  writings  might  probably  be  preferved 

•  This  is  un grammatical ;  it  fliould  be — '  which  are  too  obvious 
i 9  he  infiftid  on. 

f  It  fltonld  be— *  made  a  conqueft  o/t  &c*. 
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with  care,  and  grow  into  efteem,  and  the  authois 
have  a  chance  for  immortality. 

But  without  fuch  great  revolutions  as  thefe  (te 
which  we  are,  I  think,  lefs  fubjeft  than  kingdoms 
upon  the  continent)  I  fee  no  abfolute  neceffity  why 
any  language  fhould  be  perpetually  changing  ;  for 
we  find  many  examples  to  the  contrary.  From 
Homer  to  Plutarch  are  above  a  thoufaud  years  ;  fo 
long  at  lead  the  purity  of  the  Greek  tongue  may  be 
allowed  to  laft,  and  we  know  not  how  far  before. 
The  Grecians  fpread  their  colonies  round  all  the 
coafts  of  Afia  Minor,  even  to  the  Northern  parts 
lying  towards  the  Euxine,  in  every  ifland  of  the 
iEgaean  fea,  and  feveral  others  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean ;  where  the  language  was  preferved  entire  for 
many  ages,  after  they  themfelves  became  colonies 
t6  Rome,  and  till  they  were  over-run  by  the  bar- 
barous nations  upon  the  fall  of  that  Empire.  The 
Chinefe  have  books  in  their  laqgiiage  above  two 
thoufand  years  old,  neither  have  the  frequent  con- 
c^uefts  of  the  Tartars  been  able  to  alter  it.  Thq 
German,  Spanifh,  and  Italian,  have  admitted  few 
or  no  changes  for  fome  ages  paft,  The  other  lan- 
guages of  Europe  I  know  nothing  of;  neither  is 
there  any  occafion  to  consider  them. 

Having  taken  this  compafs,  I  return  to  thofe  cont 
fiderations  upon  pur  own  language,  which  I  would 
humbly  offer  your  lordfhip.  The  period,  wherein 
the  Englifh  tongue  received  moft  improvement,  J 
take  to  commence  with  the  beginning  of  queen 
Elizabeth's  reign,  and  to  conclude  with  the  grea$ 
rebellion  in  forty-two.     'Tis  true,  there  was  a  very 
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ill  taftc  both  of  ftyle  and  wit,  which  prevailed  under 
king  James  the  firft  ;  but  that  feems  to  have  been 
corre&ed  in  the  firft  years  of  his  fucceflbr,  who^ 
among  many  other  qualifications,  of  an  excellent 
prince,  was  a  great  patron  of  learning.  From  the  civil 
war  to  this  prefent  time,  I  am  apt  to  doubt,  whether 
the  corruptions  in  our  language,  have  not  at  leaft 
equalled  the  refinements  of  it ;  and  thefe  corrupt 
tions  very  few  of  the  beft  authors  in  our  age  have 
wholly  efcaped.  During  the  ufurpation,  fuch  an 
infufion  of  enthufiaftic  jargon  prevailed  in  every 
writing,  as  was  not  fhaken  off  in  many  years  after. 
To  this  fucceeded  that  licentioufnefs  which  entered 
with  the  reftoration,  and  from  infe&ing  our  reli- 
gion and  morals,  fell  to  corrupt  our  language; 
which  laft  was  not  likely  to  be  much  improved  by 
thofe,  who  at  that  time  made  up  the  court  of  king 
Charles  the  fecond ;  either  fuch,  who  had  followed 
him  in  his  banifhment,  or  who  had  been  altogether 
converfant  in  the  diale£t  of  thofe  fanatic  times  ;  or 
young  men,  who  had  been  educated  in  the  fame 
country :  fo  that  the  court,  which  ufed  to  be'the  x 
ftandard  of  propriety  and  corre&nefs  of  fpeech,  was 
then,  and,  I  think,  has  ever  fince  continued,  the 
worft  fchooi  in  England  for  that  accomplifhjnent ; 
and  fo  will  remain,  till  better  care  be  taken  in  the 
education  of  our  young  nobility,  that  they  may  fet 
out  into  the  world  with  fome  foundation  of  litera- 
ture, in  order  to  qualify  them  for  patterns  of  poiite- 
nefs.  The  confequence  of  this  defeat  upon  our 
language,  may  appear  from  the  plays,  and  other 
compofitions  written  for  entertainment  within  fifty 
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years  pad ;  filled  with  a  fucceffion  of  aflbded 
phrafes,  and  new  conceited  words,  either  borrowed 
from  the  current  ftyle  of  the  court,  or  from  thole, 
who,  under  the  chara&er  of  men  of  wit  and  plea* 
fure,  pretended  to  give  the  law»  Many  of  thefe 
refinements  have  already  been  long  antiquated, 
and  axe  now  hardly  intelligible ;  which  is  no  won- 
der, when  they  were  the  produft  only  of  ignorance 
and  caprice. 

I  have  never  known  this  great  town  without  one 
or  more  dunces  of  figure,  who  had  credit  enough 
to  give  rife  to  fome  new  word,  and  propagate  it  in 
moft  converfations,  though  it  had  neither  humour 
nor  fignificancy.  If  it  ftruck  the  prefent  tafte,  it 
was  foon  transferred  into  the  plays  and  current 
fcribbles  of  the  week,  and  became  an  addition  to 
our  language ;  while  the  men  of  wit  and  learning, 
inftead  of  early  obviating  fuch  corruptions,  were 
too  often  feduced  to  imitate  and  comply  with 
them. 

There  is  another  fet  of  men,  who  have  contri- 
buted very  much  to  the  fpoiling  of  the  Englifh 
tongue ;  I  mean  the  poets  from  the  time  of  the  re- 
ftoration.  Thefe  gentlemen,  although  they  could 
not  be  infenfible  how  much  our  language  was  al- 
ready overftocked  with  monofyllables,  yet,  to  fave 
time  and  pains,  introduced  that  barbarous  cuftom 
of  abbreviating  words,  to  fit  them  to  the  meafure 
of  their  verfes ;  apd  this  they  have  frequently*  done 
fb  very  injudicioufly,  as  to  form  fuch  harfh  unhar- 
jnonious  founds,  that  none  but  a  northern  ear  could 
fpdurej  t^ev  have  joined  tbetmoft  obdurate  qonr? 
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fonants  without  one  intervening  vowel,  only  to 
fhorten  a  fyllable :  and  their  tafte  in  time  became 
fo  depraved,  that  what  was  at  firft  a  poetical  li- 
cenfe,  not  to  be  juftified,  they  madq  their  choice, 
alledging,  that  the  words  pronounced  at  length 
founded  faint  and  languid.  This  was  a  pretence  to 
take  up  the  fame  cuftom  in  profe :  fo  that  moft  of 
the  books  we  fee  now-a-days,  are  full  of  thofe 
raanglings  and  abbreviations.  Inftances  of  this 
abufe  are  innumerable :  what  does  your  lordflrip 
think  of  the  words,  drudg'd,  difturb'd,  rebuked, 
fledg'd,  .and  a  thoufand  others  every  where  to  be 
met  with  in  profe  as  well  as  verfe  ?  Where  by  leav- 
ing out  a  vowel  to  fave  a  fyllable,  we  form  fo  jar- 
'-5  a  found,  and  fo  difficult  to  utter,  that  I  have 
often  wondered  how  it  could  ever  obtain. 

Another  caufe  (and  perhaps  borrowed  from  die 
former)  which  has  contributed  not  a  little  to  the 
maiming  of  our  language,  is  a  foolifh  opinion,  ad- 
vanced of  late  years,  that  we  ought  to  fpell  exa&ly 
as  we  fpeak  j  which,  befide  the  obvious  inconve- 
nience of  utterly  destroying  our  etymology,  would 
be  a  thing  we  fliould  never  fee  an  end  of.  Not 
only  the  feveral  towns*  and  counties  of  England 
have  a  different  way  of  pronouncing,  but  even  here 
in  London  they  clip  their  words  after  one  manner 
about  the  court,  another  in  the  city,  and  a  third  in 
the  fuburbs :  and  in  a  few  years,  it  is  probable, 
will  all  differ  from  themfelves,  as  fancy  or  fafhion 
fhall  dired :  all  which  reduced  to  writing  would 
entirely  confound  orthography.  Yet  many  people 
jtfC  fo  fbnd  of  this  conceit,  tljat  it  is  fometimes  a 
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difficult  matter  to  read  modem  books  and  pamphlets ; 
where  the  words  are  fo  curtailed,  and  varied  from 
their  original  fpelling,  that  whoever  has  been 
ufed  to  plain  Englifh,  will  hardly  know  them  by 
fight. 

Several  young  men  at  the  univerfities,  terribly 
poflefled  with  the  fear  of  pedantry,  run  into  a  worfe 
extreme,  and  thin^  all  politenefs  to  confift  in  read- 
ing the  daily  traih  fent  down  to  them  from  hence : 
this  they  call  knowing  the  world,  and  reading  men 
and  manners*  Thus  furnifhed  they  come  up  to 
town,  reckon  all  their  errors  for  accomplishments, 
borrow  the  neweft  fet  of  phrafes ;  and  if  they  take 
a  pen  into  their  hands,  all  the  odd  words  they  have 
picked  up  in  a  coflee-houfe,  or  a  gaming  ordinary, 
are  produced  as  flowers  of  ftile,;  and  the  ortho- 
graphy refined  to  the  utmoft.  To  this  we  owe 
thofe  monftrous  productions,  which  under  the  name 
of  trips,  fpies,  amufements,  and  other  conceited 
appellations,  have  over-run  us  for  fome  years  paft. 
To  this  we  owe  that  ftrange  race  of  wits,  who  tell 
us,  they  write  to  the  humour  of  the  age*  And  I 
wifli  I  could  fay,  thefe  quaint  fopperies  were  wholly 
abfent  from  graver  fubje&s*  In  fhort,  I  would 
undertake  to  fhew  your  lordlhip  feverai  pieces, 
where  the  beauties  of  this  kind  are  fo  predominant, 
that  with  all  your  (kill  in  languages,  you  could 
never  be  able  to  read  or  underiland  them. 

But  I  am  very  much  miftaken,  if  many  of  thefe 

falfe  refinements  among  us  do  not  arife  from  a 

principle,  which  would  quite  deftroy  their  credit, 

if  it  were  well  underftood  and  considered.    For  I 
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Im  afraid,  my  lord,  that  with  all  the  real  good 
Qualities  of  our  country,  we  are  naturally  not  very 
polite.     This  perpetual  difpofition  to  fhort^n  our 
words,  by  retrenching  the  vowels,  is  nothing  elfe 
but  a  tendency  to  lapfe  into  the  barbarity  of  thofe 
northern  nations,  from  whom  we  are  defcended, 
an4  whofe  languages  labour  all  under  the  fame  de- 
feat    For  it  is  worthy  our  obfervation,  that  the 
Spaniards,  the  French,  and  the  Italians,  although 
derived  from  the  fame  northern  anceftors  with  our- 
felves,  are  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  taught  to  pro- 
nounce our  wprds,  which  the  Swedes  and  Danes, 
as  well  as  the  Germans  and  the  Dutch,  attain  to 
with  eafe,  becaufe  our  fyllabies  refemble  theirs  in 
the  roughnefs  and  frequency  of  confonants.     Now* 
ad  we  ftruggle  with  an  ill  climate  to  improve  the 
nobler  kinds  of  fruits,  are  at  the  expence  of' walls 
to  receive  and  reverberate  the  faint  rays  of  the 
fun,  and  fence  againft  the  northern  blafts,  we  fpme- 
times,  by  the  help  of  a  good  foil,  equal  the  produc-* 
tion  of  warmer  countries,  who  have  no  need  to  be 
at  fo  much  coft  and  care.     It  is  the  fame  thing 
with  refpedt  to  the  politer  arts  among  us ;  and  the 
fame  defedfc  of  heat  which  gives  a  fiercenefs  to  our 
natures,  may  contribute  to  that  roughnefs  of  our 
language,  which  bears  fome  analogy  to  the  harfh 
fruit  of  colder  countries.     For  I  do  not  reckon 
that  we  want  a  genius  more  than  the  reft  of  our 
neighbours :  but  your  lordfhip  will  be  of  my  opi- 
nion, that  we  ought  to  ftruggle  with  thefe  natural 
disadvantages  as  much  as  we  can,  and  be  careful 
^Jjoip  we  employ,  whenever  we  defiga  to  corre& 
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them,  which  is  a  work  that  has  hitherto  been  af- 
fumed  by  the  leaft  qualified  hands.  So  that  if  die 
choice-  had  been  left  to  me,  I  would  rather  have 
trailed  the  refinement  of  our  language,  as  far  as  it 
relates  to  found,  to  the  judgment  of  the  women, 
than  of  illiterate  court-fops,  half-witted  poets,  and 
tmiverfity-boys.  For  it  is  plain,  that  women,  in 
their  manner*  of  corrupting  words,  do  naturally  dis- 
card the  confonants,  as  we  do  the  vowels.  What 
I  am  going  to  tell  your  lordihip  appears  very  tri- 
fling :  that  more  than  once,  where  fome  of  both 
fexes  were  in  company,  I  have  perfuaded  two  or 
three  of  each  to  take  a  pen,  and  write  down  a 
number  of  letters  joined  together,  juft  as  it  came 
into  their  heads ;  and  upon  reading  this  gibberifh, 
t  we  have  found  that  which  the  meh  *  had  wrote^ 
by  the  frequent  encountring  of  rough  confonants, 
to  found  like  High  Dutch  ;  and  the  other,  by  the 
women,  like  Italian,  abounding  in  vowels  and  li- 
quids. Now,  though  I  would  by  no  means  give 
ladies  the  trouble  of  advifing  us  in  the  reformation 
of  our  language,  yet  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that 
fince  they  have  been  left  out  of  all  meetings,  ex- 
cept parties  at  play,  or  where  worfe  defignsare  car* 
xied  on,  our  convocation  Jias  very  much  degene- 
rated. 

In  order  to  reform  our  language,  I  conceive,  my 
lord,  that  a  free  judicious  choice  ihould  be  made 
of  fuch  perfons,  as  are  generally  allowed  to  be  bell 
qualified  for  fuch  a  work,  without  any  regard  to 

*  It  fhould  he—'  ba4  written** 
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quality,  party  or  profeflion.  Thefe,  to  a  certain 
number  at  leaft,  fhould  aflemble  at  fome  appointed 
time  and  place,  and  fix  on  rules,  by  which  they 
defign  to  proceed.  What  methods  they  will  take, 
is  not  for  me  to  prefcribe.  Your  lordfhip,  and 
other  perfons  in  great  employment,  might  pleafe 
to  be  of  the  number :  and  I  am  afraid  fuch  a  fo~ 
ciety  would  want  your  inftru&ion  and  example,  as 
much  as  your  prote&iqn ;  for  I  have,  not  without 
a  litti#  envy,  obferved  of  late  the  ftyle  of  fome 
great  minifters  very  much  to  exceed  that  of  any 
other  produ&ions. 

The  perfons  who  are  to  undertake  this  work,  will 
have  the  example  of  the  French  before  them  to  imi- 
tate, where  thefe  have  proceeded  right,  and  to 
avoid  their  miftakes.  Befide  the  grammar-part, 
wherein  we  are  allowed  to  be  very  defective,  they 
will  obferve  many  grofs  improprieties,  which  how- 
ever authorifed  by  practice,  and  grown  familiar, 
ought  to  be  difcarded.  They  will  find  many  words 
that  deferve  to  be  utterly  thrown  out  of  our  lan- 
guage, many  more  to  be  corrected,  and  perhaps 
not  a  few  long  fince  antiquated,  which  ought  to  be 
reftored  on  account  of  their  energy  and  found. 

But  what  I  have  raoft  at  heart,  is,  that  fome 
method  fhould  be  thought  on  for  afcertaining  and 
fixing  our  language  for  ever,  after  fuch  alterations 
are  made  in  it  as  fhall  be  thought  requifite.  For  I 
am  of  opinion,  that  it  is  better  a  language  fhould 
not  be  wholly  perfect,  than  that  it  ftiould  be  per- 
petually changing  ;  and  we  muft  give  over  at  one 
time,  or  at  length  infallibly  change  for  the  worfe  ; 
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as  the  Romans  did,  when  they  began  to  quit  theif 
fimpiicity  of  ftyie,  for  affe&ed  refinements,  fuch  as 
we  meet  in  Tacitus  and  other  authors;  which 
ended  by  degrees  in  many  *  barbarities,  even  before 
the  Goths  had  invaded  Italy. 

The  fame  of  our  writers  is  ufually  confined  to 
thefe  two  iflands,  and  it  is  hard  it  fhould  be  limited 
in  time,  as  much  as  place,  by  the  perpetual  varia- 
tions of  our  fpeech.  It  is  your  lordfhip's  obferva* 
tion,  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  Bible  and  Common 
Prayer  Book  in  the  vulgar  tongue,  we  fhould 
hardly  be  able  to  underftand  any  thing,  that  was 
written  among  us  a  hundred  years  ago  ;  which  is 
certainly  true :  for  thofe  books,  being  perpetually 
read  in  churches,  have  proved  a  kind  of  ftandard 
for  language,  efpecially  to  the  common  people. 
And  I  doubt,  whether  the  alterations  fince  intro- 
duced, have  added  much  to  the  beauty  or  ftrength 
Of  the  Englifh  tongue,  though  they  have  taken  off 
a  great  deal  from  that  fimplicity,  which  is  one  of 
the  greateft  perfe&ions  in  any  language.  You,  my 
lord,  who  are  fo  converfant  in  the  facred  writings, 
and  fo  great  a  judge  of  them  in  their  originals,  will 
agree,  that  no  tranflation  our  country  ever  yet  pro- 
duced, has  come  up  to  that  of  the  Old  and  New 
feftament :  and  by  the  many  beautiful  paflages, 
which  I  have  often  had  the  honour  to  hear  your 
lordfliip  cite  from  thence,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the 

•  Barbarifms,  would  here  be  a  more  proper  word,  as  being  more 
peculiarly  appropriated  to  exprefs  faults  and  impurities  in  ftyle: 
%nd  tarbariy,  in  general,  conveying  the  idea  of  cruelty. 

tranflators 
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tranflators  of  the  bible  were  matters  of  an  Englifh 
ftyle  much  fitter  for  that  work,  than  any  we  fee  in 
qur  prefent  writings  ;  which  I  take  to  be  owing  to 
the  Simplicity  that  runs  through  the  whole.     Then^ 
as  to  the  greateft  part  of  our  liturgy,  compiled  long 
before  the  tranflation  of  the  Bible  now  in  ufe,  and 
little  altered  fince ;  there  feem  to  be  in  it  as  great 
ftrains  of  true  fublime  eloquence,  as  are  any  where 
to  be  found  in  our  language  ;  which  every  man  of 
good  tafte  will  obferve  in  the  communion  fervice, 
that  of  burial,  and  other  parts. 

But  when  I  fay,  that  I  would  have  our  language, 
after  it  is  duly  corre&,  always  to  laft,  I  do  not  mean 
that  it  fhould  never  be  enlarged.     Provided  that  no 
word,  which  a  fociety  fliall  give  a  fan&ion  to,  be 
afterwards  antiquated  and  exploded,  they  may  have 
liberty  to  receive  whatever  new  ones  they  fliall  find 
occafioa  for  j  becaufe  then  the  old  books  will  yet  be 
always  valuable,  according  to  their  intrinfickwoith, 
and  not  thrown  afide  on  account  of  unintelligible 
words  and  phrafes,  which  appear  harfh  and  un- 
couth, only  becaufe  they  are  out  of  fafhion.     Pad 
the  Roman  tongue  continued  vulgar  in  that  city 
till  this  time,  it  would  have  been  abfojutely  nece£- 
fery,   from  the  mighty  changes   that  have  been 
made  in  law  aijd  religion,  from  the  many  terms  of 
art  required  in  trade  and  in  war,  from  the  new  in- 
ventions that  have  happened  in  the  world,  from  the 
vaft  fjpreading  of  navigation  and  commerce,  with 
many  other  obvious  circumftances,  to  have  made 
gfleat  additions  to  that  language  ;  yet  the  ancients    * 
would  ftill  have  been  read  and  underftood  with  plea- 
fur^ 
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£ire  and  eafe.  The  Greek  tongue  received  man/ 
enlargements  between  the  time  of  Homer  and  that 
of  Plutarch,  yet  the  former  author,  was  probably 
as  well  underftood  in  Trajan's  time,  as  the  latter. 
What  Horace  fays  of  words  going  off  and  perifhing 
like  leaves,  and  new  ones  coming  in  their  place,  is 
a  misfortune  he  laments,  rather  than  a  thing  he 
approves  ?  but  I  cannot  fee  why  this  fliould  be  ab- 
folutely  neceflary,  or  if  it  were,  what  would  have 
become  of  his  monumentum  are  perennius. 

Writing  by  memory  only,  as  I  do  at  prefent,  I 
would  gladly  keep  within  my  depth  ;  and  therefore 
lhall  not  enter  into  farther  particulars.  Neither  do 
I  pretend  more  than  to  fhew  the  ufefulnefs  of  this 
defign,  and  to  make  fome  general  obfervations, 
leaving  the  reft  to  that  fociety,  which  I  hope  will 
owe  its  inftitution  and  patronage  to  your  lordfhip. 
Befides,  I  would  willingly  avoid  repetition,  having 
about  a  year  ago  communicated  to  the  publick  much 
of  what  I  had  to  offer  upon  this  fubjeft,  by  the 
hands  of  an  ingenious  gentleman,  who  for  a  long 
time  did  thrice  a  week  divert  or  inftru£t  the  king- 
dom by  his  papers;  and  is  fuppofed  to  purfue  the 
fame  defign  at  prefent  under  the  tide  of  Spe&ator. 
This  author,  who  has  tried  the  force  and  compafs 
of  our  language  with  fo  much  fuccefs,  agrees  en- 
tirely with  me  in  mod  of  my  fentiments  relating  to 
it ;  fo  do  the  greateft  part  of  the  ,men  of  wit  and 
learning,  whom  I  have  had  the  happinefs  to  con- 
verfe  with ;  and  therefore  I  imagine  that  fuch  a 
fociety  would  be  pretty  unanimous  in  the  main 
points. 
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Your  lordfhip  mull  allow,  that  fuch  a  work  z% 
this,  brought  to  perfe&ion^  would  very  much  con- 
tribute to  the  glory  of  her  majefty's  reign ;  which 
ought  to  be  recorded  in  words  more  durable  than 
hrafs,  and  fuch  &s  our  pofterity  may  read  a  thou- 
fand  years  hence,  with  pleafure*  as  well  as  admi? 
ration.  I  always  difapproved  that  falfe  compli- 
ment  to  princes,  that  the  moft  lafting  monument 
they  can  have,  is  the  hearts  of  their  fubje&s*  It  is 
indeed  their, greateft  prefent  felicity  to  reign  in 
their  fubjefts  hearts ;  but  thefe  are  too  perifhable 
to  preferve  their  memories,  which  can  only  be 
done  by  the  pens  of  able  and  faithful  hiftorians. 
And  I  tafce  it  to  be  your  lordfhip's  duty,  as  prime 
minifter,  to  give  order  for  infpe&ing  our  language, 
and  rendfering  it  fit  to  record  the  hlftory  of  fo  great 
and  good  a  princefs.  Befides,  my  lord,  as  difin- 
terefted  as  you  appear  to  the  world,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  no  man  is  more  in  the  powef  of  a 
prevailing  favourite  paflion,  than  yourfelf ;  I  mean 
that  defire  of  true  and  lafting  honour,  which  you 
have  borne  along  with  you  through  every  ftage  of 
your  life%  To  this  you  have  often  facriftced  your 
intereft,  youf  safc,  and  youf  health :  for  preferv- 
ing  and  inCffeafing  this,  you  have  expofed  your 
perfbn  to  fecret  treachery,  and  open  violence* 
There  is  not  perhaps  an  example  in  hiftory  of  any 
minifter,  who  in  fo  fhort  a  time  has  perform- 
ed fo  many  great  things,  and  overcome  fo 
many  difficulties.  N6w,  though  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced, that  you  fear  God,  honour  your,  queen, 
and  love  your  country,  as  ruuch  as  any  of  your 
fcllow-fubjeds,  yet  I  muft  believe  that  the  defire 
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of  fame  has  been  no  inconfiderable  motive  to 
quicken  you  in  the  purfuit  of  thofe  a&ions,  which 
will  beft  deferve  it*  But  at  the  fame  time  I  muft 
be  fo  plain  as  to  tell  your  lordfhip,  that  if  you  will 
not  take  fome  care  to  fettle  our  language,  and  put 
it  into  a  ftate  of  continuance,  I  cannot  promife 
that  your  memory  fhall  be  preferved  above  a  hun- 
dred years,  farther  than  by  imperfect  tradition. 

As  barbaroirs  and  ignorant  as  we  were  in  former 
centuries,  there  was  more  efFe&ual  care  taken  by 
our  anceftors,  to  preferve  the  memory  of  times  and 
perfons,  than  we  find  in  this  age  of  learning  and 
politenefs,  as  we  are  pleafed  to  call  it.  The  rude 
Latin  of  the  monks  is  ftill  very  intelligible: 
whereas,  had  their  records  been  delivered  down 
only  in  the  vulgar  tongue,  fo  barren  and  fo»  barba- 
rous, fo  fubjeft  to  continual  fucceediftg  changes, 
t'ley  could  not  now  be  underftood,  unlefe  by  an- 
tiquaries, who  make  it  their  ftudy  to  expound 
them.  And  ^ye  muft,-  at  this  day,  have  been  con- 
tent with  fuch  poor  abftradts  of  our  Englifli  ftory, 
as  laborious  men  of  low  genius  would  think  fit  to 
give  us:  and  even^thefe,  in  the  next  age,  would 
be  likewife  fwallowed  up  in  fucceeding  colle&ions. 
If  things  go  on  at  this  rate,  all  I  can  promife  your 
lordfhip,  is,  that  about  two  hundred  years  hence, 
fome  painful,  compiler,  who  will  be  at  the  trouble 
of  ftudying  old  language,  may  inform  the  world, 
that  in  the  feign  of  queen  Anne,  Robert  earl  of 
Oxford,  a  very  wife  and  excellent  man,  was  made 
high  treafurer,  and  &ved  his  country,  which  in 
thofe  days  was  almoft  ruined  by  a  foreign  war,  and 
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a  domeftick  fa&ion.  Thus  much  he  may  be  able 
to  pick  out,  and  willing  to  transfer  into  his  new 
hiftory ;  but  the  reft  of  your  chara&er,  which  If 
or  any  other  writer  may  now  value  ourfelves  by 
drawing,  and  the  particular  account  of  the  great 
things  done  under  your  miniftry,  for  which  you 
are  already  fo  celebrated  in  moll  parts  of  Europe, 
will  probably  be  dropped,  on  account  of  the  and* 
quated  ftile  and  manner  they  are  delivered  in. 

How  then  (hall  any  man,  who.  has  a  genius  for 
hiftory  equal  to  the  beft  of  the  ancients,  be  able  to 
undertake  fuch  a  work  with  fpirit  and  cheerfulnefs, 
when  he  confiders  that  he  will  be  read  with  pleafure 
but  a  very  few  years,  and  in  an  age  or  two  fliall 
hardly  be  underftood  without  «an  interpreter  ?  This 
is  like  employing  an  excellent  ftatuary  to  wbrk 
upon  mouldering  Hone.  Thofe,  who  apply  their 
ftudies  to  preferve  the  mei&ory  of  others,  will  al-*  r 
ways  have  fotne  concern  for  their  own.  And  I  be- 
lieve it  is  for  thi&reafon,  that  fo  few  writers  among 
us,  of  any  diftin&ion,*  have  turned  their  thoughts 
to  fuch  a  difcouraging  employment :  for,  the  bed 
Englifh  hiftorian  muft  He  under  this  mortification* 
that  when  his  ftyle  grows  antiquated,  he  will  be^ 
tt&ji  confidered  as  a  tedious  relater  of  fads  ;  and  ' 
perhaps  confulted  in  his  turn,  among  othsr  ne- 
gleded  authors,  to  furnifh  fnaterials  for  fome  future 
colleaor.  * 

I  doubt  your  lordlhip  is  but  ill  entertained  with 

a  few  fcattered  thoughts  upon  a  fubjeft,  that  de- 

ferves  to  be  treated  with  ability  and  care  :  however, 

I  mud  beg  leave  to  add  a  few  words  more,  per- 
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haps  not  altogether  foreign  to  the  fame  matter*    I 
know  not  whether  that  which  I  am  going  to  lay 
may  pafs  for  caution,  advice,  or  reproach,  any  of 
which,  will  be  juftly  thought  very  improper  from 
on6  in  my  ftation,  to  one  in  yours.     However,  I 
tnuft  Venture  to  affirm,  that  if  genius  and  learning 
be  not  encouraged  under  your  lordfhip's  adminiftra- 
tion,  you  are  the ,  moft  inexcufable  perfon  aKve. 
All  ypur  other  virtues,  my  lord,  will  be  defe&ive 
without  this ;   your  affability,  candor,   and  good 
nature }  that  perpetual  agreeablenefs  of  convoca- 
tion, fo  difengaged  in  the  midft  of  fuch  a  weight 
t)f  bufinefs  and  oppofition  j  even  your  juftice,  pru- 
dence, and  magnanimity,  will   fhine  lefs  bright 
without  it*     Your  lordfhip  is  Urtiverfally  allowed  to 
pofTefs  a  very  large  portion  in  moft  parts  of  litera- 
ture ;  and  to  this  you  owe  the  cultivating  of  thofe 
many  virtues,  which*  otherwife,  would  have  been 
lefs  adorned,  or  in  lower  perfe&ion.     Neither  can 
you  acquit  yourfelf  of  thefe  obligations,  without 
letting  the  arts,  in  their  turn,  fhare  your  influence 
and  prote&ion :  befides,  who  knows  but  fome  true 
genius  may  happen  to  arife  under  your  miniftry, 
exortus  ut  atberius  foL     Every  age  might  perhaps 
produce  one  or  two  of  thefe  to  adorn  it,  if  they 
were  not  funk  under  the  cenfure  and  obloquy  of 
plodding,  fervile,  imitating  pedants  j  I  do  not  mean 
by  a  true  genius  any  bold  writer,   who  breaks 
through  the  rules  of  decency*  to  diftinguifh  him- 
felf  by  the  Angularity  of  his  opinioAs:  but  one, 
who,  upon  a  deferving  fubjeft,  is  able  to  open  new 
feenesp  3pd  difcover  a  vein  of  true  and  noble  think- 
ing* 
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ing,  which  never  entered  into  any  imagination  be* 
fore :  every  ftroke  of  whofe  pen,  is  worth  all  the 
paper  blotted  by  hundreds  of  others  in  the  compafs 
of  their  lives.  I  know,  my  lord,  your  friends  wilj 
offer  in  your  defence,  that  in  your  private  capacity^ 
you  never  refufed  your  purfe  and  credit  to  the  fer-r 
vice  and  fupport  of  learned  or  ingenious  jnen ;  am} 
that  ever  fince  you  have  been  in  publick  employ* 
ment,  you  have  conftantly  beftowed  your  favour^ 
to  the  moft  deferving  perfons.  But  I  defir?  your 
lordihip  not  to  be  deceived;  we  never  will  admit  of 
thefe  excufes,  nor  will  allow  your  private  libera- 
lity, as  great  as  it  is,  to  atone  for  your  exceffive 
publick  thrift.  But  here  again  I  am  afraid  moft 
good  fubje&s  will  interpofe  in  your  defence,  by 
alledging  the  defperate  condition  you  found  the 
nation  in,  and  the  neceffity  there  was  for  fo  able 
and  faithful  a  fteward  to  retrieve  it,  if  poffible,  by 
the  utmoft  frugality.  We  grant  all  this,  my  lord  } 
but  then  it  ought  likewife  to  be  confidered,  that 
you  have  already  faved  feveral  millions  to  the  pub-? 
lick,  and  that  what  we  afk,  is  too  incpnfiderable  to 
break  into  any  rules  of  the  ftri&eft  good  huibandry* 
The  French  king  beftows  about  half  a  dozen  pen-* 
fions  to  learned  men  in  feveral  parts  pf  Europe^ 
and  perhaps  a  dozen  in  his  own  kingdom ;  which, 
in  the  whole,  do  probably  not  amount  tp  half  the 
income,  of  many  a  private  commoner  in  England, 
yet  have  more  contributed  to  the  glpry  of  that 
prince,  than  any  million  he  has  otherwife  employed. 
For,  learning,  like' all  true  merit,  is  eafily  fatisfied ; 
while  the  falfij  and  counterfeit,  is  perpetually  cray^ 
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ing,  and  never  thinks  it  has  enough.  The  fmalleft 
favour  given  by  a  great  prince,  as  a  mark  of 
efteem,  to  reward  the  endowments  of  the  mind, 
never  fails  to  be  returned  with  praife  and  gratitude, 
and  loudly  celebrated  to  the  world.  I  have  known 
fome  years  ago  feveral  penfions  given  to  particular 
perfons,  (how  defervedly  I  fhall  not  inquire)  any 
one  of  which,  if  divided  into  fmaller  parcels,  and 
diftributed  by  the  crown  to  thofe,  who  might  upon 
occafion  diftinguilh  themfelves  by  fome  extraordi- 
nary production  of  wit  or  learning,  would  be 
amply  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  end.  Or,  if  any 
fuch  perfons  were  above  money,  (as  every  great 
genius  certainly  is  with  very  moderate  conveniencies 
of  life)  a  medal,  or  fome  mark  of  diftin&ion,  would 
do  full  as  well. 

But  I  forget  my  province,  and  find  myfelf  turn- 
ing projector  before  I  am  aware ;  although  it  be 
one  of  the  laft  characters  under  which  I  fhould  de- 
fire  to  appear  before  your  lordfhip,  efpecially  when 
I  have  the  ambition  of  afpiring  to  that  of  being 
with  the  greateft  refpedt  and  truth, 

My  Lord, 
Your  Lordfhip's 

moft  obedient,  moft  obliged,  j 

and  moft  humble  fervant. 

London,  Feb.  22. 
1711-12. 
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A    YOUNG    CLERGYMAN, 

LATELY   ENTERBD   INTO 

HOLY     ORDERS. 

SIR,  Dublin,  Jan.  9,  1719-20. 

ALTHOUGH  it  was  againft  my  knowledge 
or  advice,  that  you  entered  into  holy  orders, 
under  the  prefent  difpofitions  of  mankind  towards 
the  church,  yet  fince  it  is  now  fuppofed  too  late 
to  recede,  (at  leaft  according  to  the  general  practice 
and  opinion)  I  cannot  forbear  offering  my  thoughts 
to  you  upon  this  new  condition  of  life  you  are 
engaged  in. 

I  could  heartily  wifh,  that  the  circumftances  of 
your  fortune  had  enabled  you  to  have  continued 
fome  years  longer  in  the  univerfity,  at  leaft  till  you 
were  ten  years  (landing  ;  to  have  laid  in  a  compe- 
tent flock  of  human  learning,  and  fome  knowledge 
in  divinity,  before  you  attempted  to  appear  in  the 
world  :  for  I  canno't  but  lament  the  common  courfe, 
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which  at  lcaft  nine  in  ten  of  thofe,  wh9  enter  into 
the  miniftry,  are  obliged  to  run.  When  they  have 
taken  a  degree,  and  are  confequently  grown  a  bur* 
den  to  their  friends  who  now  think  themfelves  fully 
difcharged,  they  get  into  orders  as  foon  as  they  can, 
(upon  which  I  fhall  make  no  remarks)  firft  follicit 
a  readerfliip,  and  if  they  be  very  fortunate,  arrive 
in  time  to  a  curacy  here  in  town,  or  elfe  are  fent 
to  be,  affiftants  in  the  country,  where  they  pro* 
bably  continue  feveral  years  (many  of  them  their 
whole  lives)  with  thirty  or  forty  pounds  a  year  for 
their  fupport :  till  fome  bifhop,  who  happens  1fp  be 
not  overftocked  with  relations,  or  attached  to  fa- 
vourites, or  is  content  to  fupply  his  diocefe  with* 
out  colonies  from  England,  beftows  upon  thein 
fome  incpnfiderable  benefice,  when  it  is  odds  they 
are  already  encumbered  with  a  numerous  family. 
I  fhouW  fee  glad  to  know,  what  intervals  of  life 
fuch  perfpns  can  poffibly  fet  ap^rt  for  th$  improve-* 
mentof  their  minds ;  or  which  way  they  could  be 
furhifhed  with  books,  the  library  they  brought 
with  them  from  their  college,  being  loyally  not 
the  moft  numerous,  or  judicioufly  ohofen,  \£  fuch 
gentlemen  arrive  to  be  great  fcholars,  It  muft,  } 
think,  be  either  by  means  fupernatural,  or  by  a 
method  altogether  out  of  any  road  yet  known  to 
the  learned,  Put  I  conceive  the  faft  dire&ly  ofher- 
wife,  and  that  many  of  them  lofe  the  greateft  part 
t>f  the  fm#H  pittance  they  received  at  the  univerfity. 
I  take  it  for  granted,  that  ypn  intend  to  purine 
the  beaten  track,  and  are  already  defirous  to  be  ieen 
in  a  pulpit  1  only  I  hope  yo\j  will  think  k  proper 
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to  pafs  your  quarentine  among  fome  of  the  defdatc 
churches  five  miles  round  this  town,  where  you 
may  at  leaft  learn  to  read  and  to  fpeak,  before  you 
venture  to  expofe  your  parts  in  a  city-congrega- 
tion ;  not  that  thefe  are  better  judges,  but  becaufe, 
jf  a  man  muft  needs  expofe  his  folly,  it  is  more  fafe 
And  difcreet  to  do  fo  before  few  witneffe6,  and  in 
a  fcattered  neighbourhood  And  you  will  do  weU 
if  you  can  prevail  upon  fome  intimate  and  judicious 
friend  to  be  your  conftant  bearer,  and  allow  him 
wkh  the  utmoft  freedom  to  give  you  notice  of 
whatever  he  (hall  find  amifs,  either  in  your  voice 
or  gefture  j  for  want  of  which  early  warning,  many 
clergymen  continue  defe&iye,  and  fometimes  ridi- 
culous, to  the  end  of  their  lives*  Neither  is  it  rare 
to  obferve  among  excellent  and  learned  divines,  a 
certain  ungracious  manner,  or  an  unhappy  tone  of 
voice,  which  they  never  have  been  able  to  {hake  ofE 
I  fhould  likewife  have  been  glad,  if  you  had  ap- 
plied yourfelf  a  little  more  to  ihp  ftudy  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  language,  than  I  fear  you  have  done  ;  the  ne- 
glect whereof  is  one  of  the  moft  general  defeds 
among  the  fcholars  of  this  kingdom,  who  feem  not 
to  have  the  leaft  conception  of  a  ftyle,  but  run  on 
in  a  flat  Jdnd  of  phrafeology,  often  mingled  with 
barbarous  terms  and  expreffions,  peculiar  to  the  na- 
tion :  qeither  dp  J  perceiv?  that  any  perfon  either 
finds  or  acknowledges  his  wants  upon  this  head,  or 
in  the  leaft  defires  tq  hay$  thefla  fyppUed*  Proper 
words,  in  proper  places,  make  the  true  definition 
pf  a  ftyle.  But  this  would  require  too  ample  a  dip 
quifitioii  to  be  now  {Iw^  pn;  however,  I  fhall 
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Tcnture  to  name  one  or  two  faults,  which  are  *  eafy 
to  be  remedied,  with  a  very  fmall  .portion  of 
abilities. 

The  firft,  is  the  frequent  ufe  of  obfcure  terms, 
which  by  the  women  are  called  hard  words,  and 
by  the  better  fort  of  vulgar  fine  language ;  than 
which  I  do  not  know  a  more  univerfal,  inexcufable, 
and  unneceffary  miftake,  among  the  clergy  of  ali 
^if&idions, .  but  efpecially  the  younger  practi- 
tioners. I  have  been  curious  enough  to  take  a  lift 
of  feveral  hundred  words  in  a  fermon  of  a  new  be- 
ginner, which  not  one  of  his  hearers  among  a  hun- 
dred could  poffibly  underftand  j  neither  can  I  eafily 
call  to  mind  any  clergyman  of  my  own  acquaint- 
ance, who  is  wholly  exempt  from  this  error,  al- 
though many  of  them  agree  with  me  in  the  dillike 
of  the  thing.  But  I  am  apt  to  put  myfelf  in  the 
place  of  the  vulgar,  and  think  many  words  diffi- 
cult or  obfcure,  which  the  preacher  will  not  allow 
to  be  fo,  becaufe  4thofe  words  are  obvious  to  fcho- 
Jars.  I  believe  the  method  obferved  by  the  famous 
lord  Falkland,  in  fome  of  his  writings,  would  not 
be  an  ill  one  for  young  divines :  I  was  allured  by 
an  old  perfon  of  quality,  who  knew  him  well,  that 
when  he  doubted  whether  a  word  was  perfe&ly  in- 
telligible or  not,  he  ufed  to  confult  one  of  his  lady's 
chambermaids,  (not  the  waiting-woman,  becaufe 
it  was  poffible  fhe  might  be  converiant  in  rpmances) 

#  It  mould  be— *  which  are  eafily  to  be  remedied ;'  that  is,  reme- 
died with  eafe.  The  abfurdity  of  uiing  the  adjective  inftead  of  the 
adverb,  will  be  manifeft  only  by  trail  fpofing  the  words,  thus— which 
are  to  be  remedied  eajy— inilead  of  eafily.  This  is  a  fault  frequent- 
ly committed. 

and 


A  YOUNG  CLERGYMAN.         91 

and  by  her  judgment  was  guided  whether  to  receive 
or  rejedt  it.     And  if  that  great  perfon  thought  fuch  • 
a  caution  neceflary  in  treatifes  offered  to  the  learned 
world,  it  will  be  fare  at  leaft  as  proper  in  fermons* 
where  the  meaneft  hearer  is  fuppofed  to  be  con-k 
cerned,  and  where  very  often  a  lady's  chambermaid 
may  be  allowed  to  equal  half  the  congregation,  both 
as  to  quality  and  underftanding.     But  I  know  not 
how  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  profeflbrs  in  mod  arts . 
and  fciences  are  generally  the  word  qualified  to 
explain  their  meanings  to  thofe,  who  are  not  of 
their  tribe :  a  common  farmer  {hall  make  you  un- 
derftand   in  three   words,  that  his  foot  is  out  of 
joint,  or  his  collar-bone  broken ;  wherein  a  furgeon, 
after  a  hundred  terms  of  art,   if  you  are   not  a 
fcholar,  ihall  leave  you  to  feek.      It  is  frequently 
the  fame  cafe  in  law,  phyfick,  and  even  many  of 
the  meaner  arts. 

And  upon  this  account  it  is,,  that  among  hard 
words,  I  number  likewife  thofe,  which  are  pecu- 
liar to  divinity  as  it  is  a  fcience,  becaufe  I  have 
obferved  feveral  clergymen,  otherwife  little  fond 
of  obfeure  terms,  yet  in  their  fermons  very  liberal 
of  thofe,  which  they  find  in  ecclefiaftical  writers, 
as  if  it  were  our  duty  to  underftand  them  ;  which 
I  am  fure  it  is  not     And  I  defy  the  greateft  divine 
to  produce  any  law  either  of  God  or  man,  which 
obliges*  me  to  comprehend  the  meaning  of  Dmni- 
fcience,  omnipr^fence,  ubiquity,   attribute,    bead- 
fick  vifion,  with  a  thoufand  others  fo  frequent  in 
pulpits,  any  more  than  that  of  excentrick,  idiofyn- 
cracy,  entity,  and  the  like.     I  believe  I  may  ven- 
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ture  to  infift  farther,  that  many  terms  ufed  in  holy 
writ,  particularly  by  St.  Paul,  might  with  more 
difcretion  be  changed  into  plainer  fpeech,  except 
when  they  are  introduced  as  part  of  a  qyotation. 

I  am  the  more  earned  in  this  matter,  becaufe  it 
is  a  general  complaint,  and  the  jufteft  in  the  world. 
For,  a  divine  has  nothing  to  fay  to  the  wifeft  con-' 
gregation  of  any  parifh  in  this  kingdom,  which  he 
may  not  exprefs  in  a  manner  to  be  understood  by 
the  meaneft  among  them.  And  this  affertion  muft 
be  true,  or  elfe  God  requires  from  us  more  than 
we  are  able  to  perform.  However,  not  to  content} 
whether  a  logician  might  poffibly  put  a  cafe  that 
would  ferve  for  an  exception,  I  will  appeal  to  any 
man  of  letters,  whether  at  leaft  nineteen  in  twenty 
of  thofe  perplexing  words,  might  not  be  changed 
into  eafy  ones,  fuch  as  naturally  firft  occur  to  or- 
dinary men,  and  probably  did  fo  at  firft  to  thofe 
•very  gentlemen,  who  are  fo  fond  of  the  former. 

We  are  o£ten  reproved  by  divines,  from  the 
pulpits,  on  account  of  our  ignorance  in  things  fa- 
jcred,  and  perhaps  with  juftice  enough :  however, 
St  is  not  very  reafonable  for  them  to  expe&,  ,that 
.common  -men  fhould  underftand  expreffions,  which 
ore  never  made  ufe  of  in  common  life.  No  gentle- 
•man  thinks  it  fafe  or  prudent  to  fend  a  fervant  with 
-a  meffage,  without  repeating  it  more  than  once, 
and  endeavouring  to  put  it  into  terms  -brought 
down  to  the  capacity  of  the  bearer  :  yet,  after  all 
-this  care,  it  is  frequent  for  fervants  to  miftake, 
and  fometimes  occafion  mifunderftandings  among 
fiiends.  Although  die  common  domefticks  in  fome 
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gentlemen's  families,  have  more  opportunities  of' 
improving  their  minds,  than  the  ordinary  fort  of 
tradefmen. 

It  is  uftial  for  clergymen,  who  are  taxed  with  thift 
learned  defeft,  to  quote  Dr.  Tillotfon,  and  other 
famous  divines,  in  their  defence,  without  confider- 
ing  the  difference  between  elaborate  difcourfes  upon 
important  occafions,  delivered  to  princes  or  parlia- 
ments, written  with  a  view  of  being  made  publick, 
and  a  plain  fermon  intended  for  the  middle  or  lower 
fize  of  people.  Neither  do  they  feem  to  remember 
the  many  alterations,  additions,  and  expungings 
made  by  great  authors  in  thofe  treatifes,  which  they 
prepare  for  the  publick.  Befides,  that  excellent 
prelate  above-mentioned,  was  known  to  preach 
after  a  much  more  popular  manner  in  the  city- 
congregations  :  and  if  in  thofe  parts  of  his  works 
he  be  any  where  too  obfcure  for  the  under- 
(landings  of  many,  who-  may  be  fuppofed  to  have 
been  his  hearers,  it  ought  to  be  numbered  among 
his  omiflions. 

The  fear  of  being  thought  pedants,  has  been  of 
pernicious  confequence  to  young  divines.  This 
has  wholly  taken  many  of  them  off  from  their 
feverer  ftudies  in  the  univerfity  j  which  they  have 
exchanged  for  plays,  poems,  and  pamphlets,  in 
order  to  qualify  them  for  tea-tables  and  coffee- 
houfes.  *  This  they  ufually  call  "  polite  converfa- 
lc  tion,  knowing  the  world,  and  reading  men  in- 
u  ftead  of  books."  Thefe  accomplifhments,  whea 
applied  to  the  pulpit,  appear  -by  a  quaint,  terfe, 
floyd  ftyle,  rounded  into  periods  and  cadences, 
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commonly,  without  either  propriety  or  meaning; 
I  have  liftened  with  my  utmoft  attention  for  half 
an  hour  to  an  orator  of  this  fpecies,  without  being 
able  to  underftand,  much  lefs  to  carry  away,  one 
(ingle  fentence  out  of  a  whole  fermon.  Others,  to 
fhew  that  their  ftudies  have  not  been  confined  to 
fciences,  or  ancient  authors,  will  talk  in  the  ftile 
of  a  gaming  ordinary,  and  *  White  Friars,  when 
I  fuppofe  the  hearers  can  be  little  edified  by  the 
terms  of  "  palming,  ihuffling,  biting,  bamboozling," 
and  the  like,  if  they  have  not  been  fometimes  con- 
verfaftt  among  pickpockets  and  fharpers.  And 
truly,  as  they  fay  a  man  is*  known  by  his  com- 
pany, fo  it  fhould  feem  that  a  man's  company 
may  be  known  by  his  manner  of  ertpreffing  him- 
felf,  either  in  public  affemblies,  or  private  conver- 
sion. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  run  over  the  feveral  de- 
feds  of  ftyle  among  us :  I  fhail  therefore  fay  no- 
thing of  the  mean  and  the  paultry  (which  are 
ufually  attended  by  the  fuftian)  much  lefs  of  the 
flovenly  or  indecent.  Two  things  I  will  juft  warn 
you  againft  :  the  firft  is,  the  frequency  of  flat  un- 
uecefiary  epithets  j  and  the  other  is,  the  folly  of 

•  The  (tile  of  White  Friars  was  that  of  /harpers,  bullies,  and 
•ther  fugitives  from  the  law.  This  precind  in  1609  obtained  from 
king  James  a  charter  of  exemption  from  parifli,  ward,  and  city 
offices,  except  in  the  militia:  being  pofTefTed  thereof,  the  inha- 
bitants claimed  afterwards  a  power  and  right  to  protect  the  perfons 
cf  debtors,  whereby  the  place  became  filled  with  lawlefs  refugees  of 
all  forts,  who  grew  to  fuch  a  height  of  wickedn  efs  and  impudence, 
that  it  was  found  oeceflary  in  king  William's  time  by  ad  of  parlia- 
ment to  fupprcfs  and  bring  them  to  juitice, 
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ufmg  old  thread-bare  phrafes,    which  will  often 
make  you  go  out  of  your  way  to  find  and  apply 
them,  are  naufeous  to  rational  hearers,  and  will 
feldom  exprefs  your  meaning,  as  well  as  your  own  . 
natural  words. 

Although,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  our  Eng- 
lifh  tongue  is  too  little  cultivated  in  this  kingdom, 
yet  the  faults  are  nine  in  ten  owing  to  affe&ation, 
and  not  to  the  want  of  underftanding.  When  a 
man's  thoughts  are  clear,  the  propereft  words  will 
generally  offer  themfelves  firft,  and  his  own  judg- 
ment will  direfl:  him  in  what  order  to  place  them 
fo  as  they  may  be  beft  underftood.  Where  men 
err  againft  this  method,  it  is  ufually  on  purpofe,  and * 
to  (hew  their  learning,  their  oratory,  their  politenefs, 
or  their  knowledge  of  the  world.  In  fhort,  that 
fimplicity,  without  which  no  human  performance 
can  arrive  to  any  great  perfe&ion,  is  no  where 
more  eminently  ufeful,  than  in  this. 

I  have  been  confidering  that  part  of  oratory, 
which  relates  'to  the  moving  of  the  paffions :  this  I, 
obferve  is  in  efteem  and  practice  among  fome 
church-divines,  as  well  as  among  all  the  preachers 
and  hearers  of  the  fanatick  or  enthufiaftick  ftrain. 
I  will  here  deliver  to  you  (perhaps  with  more  free- 
dom than  prudence)  my  opinion  upon  the  point. 

The  two  great  orators  of  Greece  and  Rome, 
Demofthenes  and  Cicero,  though  each  of  them  a 
leader  (or  as  the  Greeks  called  it,  a  demagogue) 
in  a  popular  ftate,  yet  feem  to  differ  in  their  prac- 
tice upon  this  branch  of  their  art :  the  former,  who 
had  to  deal  with  a  people  of  much  more  polite- 
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nefs,  learning!  and  wit,  laid  the  greateft  weigkt  of 
his  oratory  upon  the  ftrength  of  his  arguments, 
offered  to  their  underftanding  and  reafon :  whereas 
Tully  confidered  the  difpofitions  of  a  fincere,  more 
ignorant,  and  lefs  mercurial  nation,  by  dwelling  al- 
moft  entirely  on  the  ,pathetick  part. 

But  the  principal  thing  to  be  remembered  is,  that 
the  conftant,defign  of  both  thefe  orators,  in  all 
their  fpeeches,  was,  to  drive  fome  one  particular 
point ;  either  the  condemnation  or  acquittal  of  an 
accufed  perfon,  a  perfuafive  to  war,  the  enforcing 
of  a  law,  and  the  like :  which  was  determined 
upon  the  fpot,  according  as  the  orators  on  either1 
fide  prevailed.  And  here  it  was  often  found  of 
abfolute  neceffity  to  inflame  or  cool  the  paffions  of 
the  audience ;  efpecially  at  Rome,  where  Tully 
fpoke,  and  with  whofe  writings  young  divines  (I 
mean  thofe  among  them  who  read  old  authors) 
are  mere  conversant  than  with  thofe  of  Demos- 
thenes ;  who  by  many  degrees  excelled  the  other, 
at  leaft  as  an  orator.  But  I  do  not  fee  how  this  ta- 
lent of  moving  the  paffions,  can  be  of  any  great  ufe 
towards  dire&ing  Chriftian  men  in  the  conduit  of 
their  lives ;  at  leaft  in  thefe  northern  climates, 
where  I  am  confident  the  ftrongeft  eloquence  of 
that  kind,  will  leave  few  impreffions  upon  any  <jf 
our  fpirite,  deep  enough  to  laft  till  the  next  morning, 
or  rather,  to  the  next  meal.  * 

But  what  has  chiefly  putme  out  of  conceit  with 
this  moving  manner  of  preaching,  is  the  ♦frequent 
difappointment  it  meets  with.  I  know  a  gentleman* 
who  made  it  a  rule  in  reading,  to  flap  over  all  feiv 
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traces  where  he  fpied  a  note  of  admiration  at  ths 
end.  I  believe  thofe  preachers,  who  abound  in 
epipftonemas  *,'  if  they  look  about  them,  would 
find  one  part  of  their  congregation  out  of  counte- 
nance, and  the  other  afleep  j  except,  perhaps  art 
old  female  beggar  or  two  in  the  ifles,  who  (if  they 
be  fiacere)  may  probably  groan  at  the  found. 

Nor  is  it  a  wonder,  that  this  expedient  fhould  fo 
oftea  mifcarry,  which  requires  fo  much  art  and 
genius  to  arrive  at  any  perfe&ion  in  it  j  as  every 
man  will  find,  much  fooner  than  learn,  by  confute* 
ing  Cicero  rhimfelf. 

I  therefore  entreat  you  to  make  ufe  of  this  fa- 
culty (if  you  ever  be  fo  unfortunate  as  to  think  you 
hav6  it)  as  feldorrvand  with  as  much  caution  as 
you  can,  elfe  I  may  probably  have  occafion  to  lay 
of  you,  as  a  great  perfon  faid  of  another  upon  this 
very  fubje&.  A  lady  afked  him,  coming  out  of 
church,  whether  it  were  not  a  very  moving  dif- 
courfe  ?  M  Yes,  fays  he,  I  was  extremely  forry,  for 
w  the  man  is  my  friend," 

If  in  company  you  offer  fomething  for  a  jeft,  and 
nobody  feconds  you  in  your  own  laughter,  or 
feems  to  relifh  what  you  faid,  you  may  condemn 
their  tafte,  if  you  pleafe,  and  appeal  to  better  judg- 
ments ;  but  in  the  mean  time,  it  muft  be  agreed, 
you  make  a  very  indifferent  figure :  and  it  is,  at 
leaft,  equally  ridiculous  to  be  difappointed  in  en-* 
"dcavouring  to  make  other  folks  grieve,  as  to  make 
them  laugh. 

■  Eptphofiema  is  *  figurt  in  rhctorick,  fignifying  a  fentemious 
iJrind  of  exclamation. 

|"  Vol.  V.  H  .A  plain 
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A  plain-  convincing  reafon  may  poffibly  operate 
upoh  the  mind,  both  of  a  learned  and  ignorant 
hearer,  as  long  as  they  live,  and  will  edify  a  thou- 
fend  times  more  than  the  art  of  wetting  the  hand- 
kerchiefs' of  a  yrhole  congregation,  if  you  were  fhre 
tp  attkih  'itl 

If  your  arguments  be  ftrong,  in*  God's  name 
offer  them  ii*as  moving  a  manner  as  the  nature  of 
the  fubjeft  will  properly  admit,  wherein  reafon  and 
good  advice  will  be  your  fafeft  guides ;  but  beware 
of  letting  the  pathetkk  part  fwallow  up  the  ra- 
tional :  for  I  fuppofe  philofophers  have  long 
agreed^  that  paflion  fhould  never  prevail  over  reafon. 

As  I  take  it,  the  two  principal  brandies  of  preach- 
ing are*,  firft  to  tell  the  people  what  is  their  duty, 
and  then  to  convince  them  that  it  is  fo.  The  to- 
picks  for  both*  thefe,  we  know,  are  brought  from 
fcripture  and  reafon.  Upon  the  former,  I  wifh  it 
were  often  pra&ifed  to  inftruft  the  hearers  in  the 
limits,  extent,  and  compafs  of  every  duty  ;  which 
requires  a  good  deal  of  fkill  and  judgment :  the 
other  branch  is,  I  think,  not  fo  difficult.  But 
what  I  would  offer  upon  both,  is  this,  that  it  feems 
to  be  in  the  power  of  a  reafonable  clergyman,  if  he 
will  be  at  the  pains,  to  make  the  moft  ignorant  1 
man  comprehend  what  is  his  duty,  and  to  fconvince 
him  by  arguments  drawn  to  the  level  of  his  under- 
Handing,  that  he  ought  to  perform  it. 

But  I  muft  remember  that  my  defign  in  this 
paper,  was  not  fo  much  to  inftrud:  you  in  your 
bufinefs,  either  as  a  clergyman,  or  a  preacher,  as  to 
warn  you  againft  fome  miftakes,  which  are  obvious 
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to  the  gifefterality  of  mankind*  as  well  as  me  ;  and 
*e,  w!k>  arc  hearers,  may  be  .allowed  to  have  fome 
Opportunities  in  the  quality  of  being  ftanders-by. 
Only,  perhaps,  I  may  now  again  tranfgrefs,  by  de* 
firing  you  to  exprefs  the  heads  of  your  divifions  in  as 
few  and  clear  words  as  you  poflibly  can ;  other- 
wife,  I,  and  many  thoufand  others,  will  never  be 
able  to  retain  them,  nor  consequently  to  carry  away 
a  fyllable  of  the  fermon. 

I  (hall  now  mention  a  particular,  wherein  your 
whole  body  will  be  certainly  againft  me,  and  the 
laity,  almoft  to  a  man,  on  my  fide.  However  it 
came  about,  I  cannot  get  over  the  prejudice  of  tak* 
ing  fome  little  offence  at  the  clergy  for  perpetually 
reading  their  fermons ;  perhaps  my  frequent  hear- 
ing of  foreigners,  who  never  make  ufe  of  note?, 
may  have  added  to  my  difguft.  And  I  cannot  but 
think,  that  whatever  is  read,  differs  as  much  from 
what  is  repeated  without  book,  as  a  copy  does  from 
an  original.  At  the  fame  time  I  am  highly  ten* 
fible,  what  an  extreme  difficulty  it  would  be  upon 
you  to  alter  this  method  ;  and  that,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
your  fermons  would  be  much  lefs  valuable  than  they 
arc,  for  want  of  time  to  improve  and  correal  thtm. 
I  would  therefore  gladly  come  to  a  compromife 
with  you  in  this  fnatter.  I  knew  a  clergyman  of 
fome  diftin&ion,  who  appeared  to  deliver  his  fer- 
mon without  looking  into  his  notes,  which  when  I 
complimented  him  upon,  he  aflured  me,  he  could 
not  repeat  fix  lines  j  but  his  method  was  to  write 
the  whole  fermon  in  a  large  plain  hand,  with  all 
the  forms  of  margin,  paragraph,  marked  page,  and 
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the  like ;  then  on  Sunday  4A6rttihg  he  took  care  t* 
run  it  over  five  or  fix  times*  which  he  could  dcf  ift 
•an  hour ;  and  wHen  he  delivered  it,*  by  pretending 
to  turn  his  face  from  dne  fide  to.  the  other,  he 
would  (in  his  own  expreflion)  pick  up  the  lines> 
and  cheat  his^eople  by  making  them  believe. he 
had  it  all  by  heart.     He  farther  added;  that .  when- 
ever he  hapjfcned  by  negfcd  to;  omit  any  of  thfefe 
circumftances,  the  vogue  of  the  parifh  was,  "  our 
44  dodtor  gave  us  but  au  indHFerent  fermon  to-day." 
Now  among  us,  many  clergymen  a&  fo  direftly 
contrary  to  this  method,  that  from  a  habit  of  faving 
time  and  paper,  which  they  acquired  at  the  uni- 
Tei^ity,  they  write  in  fo  diminutive  a  manner,  with 
fudh  frequent  blots  and  interlineations,  that  they 
are  hardly'  able  to  go  on  without  perpetual  hefi- 
tations,  or  extemporary  expletives  :  and  I  defire  to 
know,  what  can  be  more  inexcufable,  than  to  fee 
a  divine  and  a  fcholar  at  a  lofe  in  reading  his  own 
compositions,   which  it  is  fuppbfed  he  has  been 
preparing  with  much  pains  and  thought,  for  the 
inftru£ion  of  his  people.     The  want  of  a  litde 
more  care  in  this  article  is  the  caufe  of  much  un- 
graceful behaviour.     You  will  obferve  fome  clergy- 
men with  their  heads  held  down  from  the  begin- 
ning to  tire  end,  within  an  inch  of  the  cufhi<Jn>  to 
read  what  is  hardly  legible:    which,    befide  the 
untoward  manner,  hinders  them  from  making  the 
beft  advantage  of  their  voice  :  others  again  have  a 
trick  of  popping  up  and  down  every  moment  from 
their  paper,  to  the  audience,  like  an  idle  fchopl- 
boy  on  a  repetkionrdaj\  , , 
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Let  me  tntreat  you  therefore  to  a4d(  one  hal£ 
crown  a  year  to  the  article  of  p^pesr;  [fotranfcribe 
your  fermpw  in  as- large,  and  glaip  a  m^nper  as  you 
can  j  and  ^fher  mqfce  no  in^^n^tf  iopa,  or  change 
$4  whole  leaf;  fqr  we,. your  hearecsf  would  ra- 
ther you  fhpjuld  be  lefe  cprreft^  than-  perpetually, 
ftammei^ig;  ^hich  I  take  to  be  one, of  the  worft 
folecifins  in  rhptorick.  And  laftly,  *ead  your  fer- 
moa  once  or  twice  a  d^y,  for  a  few .  days  befpre. 
you  preach  it ;  to  which -ypu  will  probably  anfwer 
lpme  years whence, ,"  that  it  was  but  juft  finifhedj 
"  when*  the  laft  bell  rang  to  church :"  and  I  flxall 
readily  believe,  but  not  excufe  you. 

I  cannot  forbear  -warning  you,  in  th$  moft  ear- 
ned mannir,  againft  endeavouring  a$:y*t-in  yourr 
feraitos,  becaufe*  by  the  :%i&e# cftpp«)fcatip%  it: 
is- very  near  a  milfion  to  oae>  that  you  feav$:  nope;, 
and  becaufe  too  many  of  your  calling  hft*e  ppnfc-f 
quently  midrfh6mfelve§^terlaftii^;rBlM8|l^s  typ, 
attempting  ik  £  reraenibejr  f^ver^ypiggj/ngn  in  this} 
town,  who  co^ld  aever^iye  jthe.pidpit  &*&&  k&& 
a  dozeir  conceits ;  and  this  faculty  adfcerefl  Jo  tttofer 
gentlemen  a!tongef  or  fhorter  tiifae,  ex#&ly  in  pip-r 
portion  to  their  fevend  degrees  of  duln$ft  ^accord- 
ingly, I  am  jtoid  that  fonae.  of  them  feta&nit.  t<> 
this  day.t  I  heartily  wHh  the  brood  we?e**cr  au 

end.-       . ::;  '      >  : r 

Before  ydu  enter  into  &e  common,  Hpiufferabte 
cant;  of  .taking  all  occafions  to  diipantge  the  hea*n 
then  philofophers,.  I  hopo  you  will  dif$ft%>m  fom$ 
of  your  brethren*  by  firft-  WKJUHV^^^ '\Afifo 
philosophers: can  iay  rfor  thw^Ww^/^llie^y^ini 
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of  morality  16  be  gathered  out  of  the  writings  or 
feyings  of  thbfe  ancient  fages,  falls  undoubtedly 
Very  fhort  of  that  delivered  in  the  gofpel,{  and 
wahta,  befides,  the  divine  fandHon  Sfrhich  :Our  Sa~ 
viour  gave  tohis.     Whatever  is  farther  related  by 
the  eVangefiftfc,  contains  chiefly  matters  of  fa&,  and 
corifequently  of  faith  ;  fuch  as  the  birth  of  Chrift, 
his' beings  the  Mefliah,  his  miracles,  his  death,  re- 
furterftion,  and  afcenfion :  none  of  which  can  pro- 
perly come  under  the  appellation  of  human  wifdom, 
being  intended  only  to  make  us  wife  unto  falvation* 
And  therefore  in  this  point,  nothing  can  be  juftly 
laid  to  the  charge  of  the  philofophers,  farther  than 
that  thpy  were  ignorant  of  certain  fads,  which  hap- 
pened long  after  their  death*     liiut  I  am  deceived,  if 
a  better  comment  could  be  any  ttbere  colle&ed  up* 
on  th*  iA6ral  part  df  the  gofpel,  than  from  the  writ- 
ingfc  of  thofe  excellent  men ;  even  that  divine  pre- 
cept of  loving  our  enemies,  is  at  large  infifted  on 
by "Platb,  Hfrho  puts  it,  as!  remember,  into  the 
mofcth  of  Socrates/    And  as  to  the  reproach  of  hea~ 
theftifm*  I 'doubt  the^hadlefs  of  it  than  the  cor-» 
rupted  Jews,  in  whbfe  time  they  livedo   <For  it  is 
a  grofs  piece  of  ignorance  among  us*  taconceive> 
that  in  thofe  polite  and  learned  ages,*  even  pqrfbns 
of  any  tolerable  education,  much  lfcft  the  wifeft 
philofophers,  did  acknowledge  or  worfhip  any  more 
than  one  almighty  pewfer,  under  feveral  denomina- 
tions, tb  wfeomthey  Allowed  all  thofe  attributes  we 
iftribe  tO'the  divlnky  v  am}  as  I  take  it,  human 
tomprehenfio©  reaches  no  farther ;  neither  did  our 
Saviour  ihiok  it  neceflkry  to  explain  to  us  the 
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nature  of  God,  becaufe,  aslfuppofe,  it 'Would  be 
impoflible,  without  beftowing  on  us  other  facul- 
ties than  we  poffefs  at  prefent.  But  theltrue  ini~ 
fery  of  the  heathen  world  appears  to  be;  what  I 
before  mentioned,  the  want  of  ;a  divine  fa:i<3?on, 
without  which  the  dictates  of  thfc  '.pKUofophera 
failed  in  the  point  of  authority  i  and  coaafequently 
the  bulk  of  mankind  lay  indeed  under  ^  great  load 
of  ignorance,  even  in  the  article  of  morality;  'but 
the  philofophers  themfelves<  did  .not*,;  Tike  the 
matter  in  this  light,  and  it  will  afford  field  enough 
for  a  divine  to  enlarge  on,  by  fhewihg  thfcjadvan* 
tages  which  the  Chriftian  world  has  oven  the  hea-4 
then,  and  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  divine  fevela* 
tion,  to  make  the  knowledge  of  the  > true  God, 
and  the  pra&ice  of  virtue,  moce  ui^iveiifal  in  the 
world.  .       i*        ^ 

lam  not  ignorant  how  much  I .  differ  m  thiqr 
opinion  from  fome  ancient  fathers  in.  the  church, 
who,  arguing  againft  the  heathens,  made  it  a  prin*» 
cipai  topick  to  decry  their  philofophy  as  much  as 
they  could:  which,  I  hope,  is  ,not  altogether *our! 
prefent  cafe.     Befides,  it  is'  to  be  confidiered,  that 
thofe  fathers  lived  in  the  decline  of  literature.;  and. 
in  my  judgment  (who  fhould  be  unwilling  to  give 
the  leaft  offence)  appear  to  be  rather  moft  excellent' 
holy    perfons,   than    of  tranfeendent  genius  and 
learning.     Their  genuine  writings  (for  many  of 
them  have  extremely  fuffered  by  fpurious  additions) 
are  of  admirable  ufe  for  .confirming  the  tsuth  of  an- 
cient do&rines  and  difcipline,  by  fhewing;the  ftate  - 
and  pra&ice  of  the  prinjitive  church.     But  among 

H  4  fucb 


Digitized 


by  Google 


104        •'  A    LETTER    TO 

fuch  of  them,  as  have  fallen  in  my  way,  I  do  not 
remember  any,  whofe  manner  of  arguing  or  ex- 
horting I  could  heartily  recommend  to  the  imita- 
tion of  a  young  divine,  when  he  is.  to  fpeak  from 
the  pulpit.  Perhaps  I  judge  too  haftiiy  \  there  bet- 
ing feveral  of  them,  in  whofe  writings  1  .have  made 
very  little  progrefs,  and  in  others  none  at  all.  For 
I  perufedL  only  fuch  as  were  recommended  to  me, 
at  a  time  when  I  had  more  leifure,  and  a  better 
difpofitfon  to  read,  than  have  fince  fallen  to  my 
fhare.  • 

•  To  return  then  to  the  heathen  philofophere :  I 
hope  ybur  will  not  only  give  them  ^quarter,  but 
make  their  works  a  confiderable  part  of  your  fUidy* 
To  thefel  will  venture  to  add  the  principal  orators 
and  hiftonans,  and  perhaps  a  few  of  thp  poets: 
by  the  reading  of  which,  you  will  foon  difcover  t 
your  mind  and  thoughts  to  be  enlarged,  your  ima- 
gination extended  and  refined,  your  judgment  di- 
rected, your  admiration  leflfened,  and  your  fprti- 
tude  increafed:  all  which  advantages  muft  needs 
be  of  excellent  ufe  to  a  divine,  whofe  duty  it 
is  to  preach  and  pra&ife  the  contempt  of  human 
things. 

I  would  fay  fomething  concerning  quotations*, 
wherein  I  think  you  cannot  be  too  fparing,  except 
from  fcripture,  and  the  primitive  writers  of  the 
church.  As  to  the  former,  when  you  offer  a  text 
as  a  proof  or  an  illufbation,  we  your  hearers  ex»- 
pe&  to  be  fairly  ufed,  and  fometimes  think  we 
,  have  reafou  to  complain,  efpecially  of  you  younger 
divines;  which  makes  us  fear,  that  fome  of  you 
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conceive  yaa,  have  no- more  to  do  thaft  to  turotTter 
a  concordance,  and  there  ■having  found  the  prior* 
cipal  word,  introduce  as  much  of  the  verfe,  4%  will 
ierve  your*  turn,  though  unreality  it  makes  nofhjng 
for  ybu.  I  do  not  altpgether  d#approve  the  man- 
ner of  interweaving  texts  of  farjjpture  through  the 
ftyie  of  your  lemon, .  therein  however  I  bavfc 
fometimes  objervfed  gwat  mftam*fr  pf  imJiifcretioD 
and  impropriety,  againft  which  I  therefore  venture 
to  gpxe  you  a  caution*  -       .   ^    r    :       \  , 

As  tjo  quotations  from  ancient  fethers,  I  .think 
they  are  bed  brought  in  to  conjgrm*  fome  optnw»j 
controverted  by  thofe who  differ  fmtews  In  •their 
cafes,  we  give  you  full  power  to.  adopt  thb  (entered 
for  your  own,  rather  than  toll  lis,  »  St.  Auftin: 
excellently  obferves.  But  to.  mention  modern 
writers  by  name,  or  tife  the  phffcfe  of  d  Ike  excel- 
lent prelate  of  our  church,  and  the  like,  isakcigetberi 
intolerable,  and  for' what  reafon  I  know  not,  makes 
every  rational  hearer' ajhamed*  Of  no  better  a* 
ftamp  is.  your  heathen  philofopher,  and  famous 
poet;  and  Roman  hiflorian,  at  leaft  in  conpilon 
congregations,  who  will  rather -belmte  -you  cdf)«iiir" 
own  word,  than  on*  that  of  Plato  tot  "Honmrr  ~  • ' : 

i  have  lived  to  fle  Greek  and  Latin  almoft  en- 
tirely driven  out  of  thepuljpit,  for  which  I  am  hear- 
tily glad.  The  frequent  ufe  of  the  latter  was  cer- 
tainly a  remnant  of  popery,  which  never  admitted 
fcriptur?  in  the  vulgar  language;  and  I  wonder 
that  practice  was  never  accordingly  Objafted  to  *i» 
by  the  fanaticks. 
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"*  Wk£  meritkMa  of  qtkotatidffs  puts  trie-  in  mind  of 
©atffificta-pkd*  books,  *&ich  have  keen  leng  in  ufe 
fiylriduftrious  young  divines,  and,  I  hear*  do  ftlll 
continue  4b:  I  kifiotir  they  ate  very  beneficial  to 
fawyfers  and  phyficians,  became  they  are  colie&ions 
6f  fa&s  or  cafes,  whereupon  k  great  part  of  their 
feveral  fatuities  depend ;  of  thefe  I  have  feea  fe- 
veral,  but  never^yet  any  written  by  a  clergyman  ; 
only  from  what  ;I  am  informed*  they  generally  are 
extradfcs  of  theological  and  moral  fent&ices;  drawn 
from  ecclcfiaffidtl  iftkl  Oth* atitftcfrfr,  redtited:  under 
proper  heads,  ufuaHy  begun,  and  perhaps  finifhed, 
whUe  the  colle&ors  were  young  in  the  church,  as  be- 
ing intended  f^marteriais,  pr  ntitfene^  to  ftock  fu- 
ture fcrmons;    -You  *wiil  obfarve  the  wife  editors 
of  ancient  authors,   when  they  meet  a  fentence 
worthy  x>£  being  4iflinguilhed,Ttal?e  fpecialcare  to 
have  the  firft  word  printed  in  capital  letteb,  that 
you  may*not  overlook  it:.fbch,  for*  exanlple,  as 
the  inconftamcy  of  fortune,,  the  goodnefs  of  peace, 
tike  excellency  .of  wifitom,  the  certainty  of  jdeath ; 
that  profperity  makes  men  Infolent,  and  advetfity 
humble ;  rand  -the ,  like  eternil  truths,  .which  every 
ploughman*  kiiows'weH  enough*  though  he  never 
hearcTof  Ariftodejor  Piatt),   -ff  theological  com- 
monplace: booto/h^^  I  think  they 
hadhetter  be  Iaid.afide ;  and  I  could  wilh,  that 
iter'jof  tolerahle:  inteile&uals  would  rather  truft 
theb  owii  natural  reafon,  improved  by  a  general 
convcrfaticin  With  books,  to  enlarge  on  a  point, 
which  they  are  fuppofed  already  to  underftand.     If 
a  rational  man  reads  an  excellent  author  with  juft 
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application,  he  {hall  find  himfelf  extremely  im- 
proved, and  perhaps  infenfibly  led  to  imitate  that 
author's  perfe&ions,  although  in  a  little  time  he 
fhould  not  remember  one  word  in  the  book,  nor 
even  the  fubjed  it  handled:  for,  books  give  .the 
fame  turn  to  our  thoughts  and  way  of  reafoning, 
that  good  and  ill  company  does  to  our  behaviour 
and  coQverfation ;  without  either  loading  our  me- 
mories, or  making  us  even  fenfible  of  the  change. 
And  particularly  I  have  obferved  in  preaching*  that 
no  men  fucceed  better,  than  thofe  who  truft  ear 
tirely  to  the  flock  or  fund  of  their  own  reafon,  ad- 
vanced indeed,  but  not  overlaid  by  commerce  wk& 
bodes,  Whoever  only  reads  in  9rder  to  tranfcrilfc 
wife  and  fhining  remarks,:  without  entering  into 
the  genius  ^and  fpirit  of  the  author,  as  it  is  probable 
be  will  make  no  very  judicious  $&ra&,  fp  he  toUl 
be  apt  to  truft  to  that  colle&i«a  fa  ali  hif  compo^ 
fitiomrmd  be  milled  out  of  the:,  regular  way  of 
thinkings  in  order  to  introduce  tljofe  materi^ls^ 
which,  Jtfjxas  been  ^fe  pwna  t^ggrtfier ;  and-the, 
product  i>f  all  thifc'j riw|Lb*  found :  a  jnanifeft  inco- 
herent piece  of  patcb~work*  ,.  .  r 
Some  gentlemen,  abounding  ixx  their  ipuverfity, 
erudkiop,  are  apt  to  fill  their  fermons  with  philo-. 
fophical  terms,  and  notions  of  the  g&taphyiical  or 
abftra&ed  kind ;  which  generally  have  one  advan- 
tage, to  be  equally  underftood  by  the  wife,  the 
vulgar,,  and  the  preacher  himfelf.  I  have  been, 
better  entertained,  and  more  informed  by  a  few 
pages  iathd^  Pilgrim^  Progrefs,  than  by  a  longdif- 
courfe  upon  the  will  and  the  intellect,  and  fimple 
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oir  complex  idea&  "  Others  >gtt«:are  fpnd  of*  di- 
lating on  matter  and  motion,  talk  of  the  fortuitous 
cohcourfe .  of  atoms,  of  theories,  and  phasnQnsegtt  • 
dircdtfy  againft  the:  advice  of  St..  JRaul,  \wfoo  y^fc  ap- 
pears to  Ka*e  beep  converfant  tmiugh  int  thofttkuuls 
9f~4hidiesx  !  ;.i  ./v.:\. 

7:  lldauot  ftid^  that  you  arer.any:  where  dir^ded 
in  the  canons  or  Articles,  tdva{tmript  explaining 
the  myfteries  of  the  chri&an  religion.  Apd  in* 
deed,  fince  Providence,  intended!  there  Jfaoujd  foe 
myfteries,  I  do  not  fee  hb\y  it  can  be  agrfeeaWt  10 
piety  5  Orthodoxy  ^otf'gbodferife,  to  go  about  '^beb 
a*  w6tk.  For,  to  me,  there  feeiH*  tQ  T»  'a  manifeft 
dilemma  in  the  cafe:  if  you  explain  them,rAey 
are  myfteries  n6  longer;  if  yon  f|dly  yoU  lliaare la- 
boured to  no  purpofe*  Whar  1  ihpuld  thiak^paft 
ieafonablfc  and  fefe  for  ydtt  jo  xki  upon  tbdd  cwca-i 
fion,  is*  titpon  folemn  days  to  dtliventhe  dodrine, 
is  the  ehUrch  holds  it  j  and  confirm  it  byr&ripture. 
For  my  part,  having  corifide?*d"tfie  roatteGin^nur- 
txaHy,  I  can*  fe£nb  great  reifefci,  which  tbdft  gen- 
flfchen,  you  cdl  the  free-^iKhkers,  ean1  h£*e  fdi 
their  clamour  againft  rclrgfoaa1  -myfterieS y  iihee  5* 
iJplaffr/they  were  not  invented* by  the  der^'to 
whom  they  bring  no  profit,  nor^acqtiire^Wty  hoJ 
noun  For  every* clergyman  is  ready,  eithetf  \b  ftll 
us  the  utmoffi  he  knows,  or  to  confefe  that  he  does 
not  underffand  them  ;  neither  is  it  ftrangi,  thaf 
there  fhouldi  be  myfteries  in  divinity,  as  well  as 
in  the  commoneft  operations  of  nature. 

And  here  I  am  at  a  lots,  ^hat  to  fay  XLpon  the 
frequent  cuftom -of  preaching  againft  atheifin,  deiib, 

free- 


Digitized 


by  Google 


A  YOUNG  JCLERGYM AN.       ao9 

frec-thinkingv  «»djth4  Kk$,  ;as  yeuog  divines  qcc 

particularly  fond ^  doing,  Specially  when  they 

esextfifeiheir  t^^iof^rchw frequented  by  per-j 

foht  rf^uaBty?  sfrbich*  wit-teb»t<an  ill  cojtopli-* 

jnent  to  the  attdkfc«V;fo  I  *?ft  uoder  fame  doubt 

whetkes:it*aa{Werctfc£en<L    -...    ?:  v  ,   ..: 

Becaufe,  perfesos  tw&r-thofe  jmpittftionsnaWget 

neraily  fio  great  frequenters  ff£> parches,  aa&& 

the  oon^regatkm>  but  lijttte,  *#fi$4;fQr  the  fek?  :*f 

three  or  four  fools,  who  are  paft  grace :  jQeither-d& 

I  thiqk  it  any  part  of  pwdeiictjto  ;perpls^;;th3 

minds  of  well-dilpofed  people  with-dpuljtsj-whjeh 

probably  would  never  have  otherwife  cqnie-inffj 

their  heads.     But  I  am  of  opinion*  ^nddar^^ 

pofitive  in  it,  that  not  one  in  a  hundred :  of  th&&* 

who  pretend  to  be  free~think«8*  are  jreally  fp  in 

their  hearts.     For  there  is  one  obfervatiopi  which 

I  never  knew  to  fail,  and  I  defure  you  will  exami£$ 

it  in  the  courfe  of  your  life  ;  that  no  genjtteipsuv^ 

a  liberal  education,  ^nd  regular  in' his  morals,  xlid 

ever  profefe  hjmfeif  a  free-thinker ;  where  then.ajs 

thefe  kind,  of  people  to  be  found  f  among  the  worfi 

part  of  the  foldiery,  made  up  of  pages,  younger 

brothers  of  obfeure  families,  and  others  of  deipe* 

rate  fortunes:  or  elfc  among  idle  town-fops,  and 

now  and  then  a  drunken  'fquire  of  the  .country* 

Therefore,  nothing  can  be  plainer,;  than  that  igno* 

ranee  and  vice  are  twp  ingredients  abfolutely  ne* 

cefiary  in  the  competition  of  thpfe  yQa.gene^JJgfr 

call  free-thinkers,  who,  in  propriety  of  fpeech,  are 

no  thinkers  at  all    And  fmce  I  am  in  the  way  of 

it,  pray  confider  one  thing  farther:  a;s  young  a^ 

you 
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you  are,  you  catinot  but  fedtrd  already  obferved, 
what  a  violent  run  there  is  among  too  many  weak 
people  againtt  univwfity-edueation  :  be  firmly  a£* 
fered,  that  the  whole  cry  is  made  up  by  thofe,  who 
were  either  ftevtf  fertt  to  a  college  or,  thrtmgh 
their  irregularities  and  ftupidity,  ne^er  made  the 
leaft  improvement,  while  they  Wtre  tlierfc  -  Thave 
above  forty  of  the  latter  fort  now  in  my  eye ;  fe- 
veral  of  them  in  this  town,  Whofe  learning,  man- 
ners, temperance,  probity,  good-nature,   and  po- 
liticks, are  all  of  a  piece:  others  of  them  in  the 
country,  oppreffing  their  tenants,  tyrannizing  over 
the  neighbourhood,  cheating  the  vicar,  talking  non- 
ienfe,  and  getting  drunk  at  the  feflions.     It  is  from 
fuch  feminaries  as  thefe,  that  the  world  is  provided . 
with  the  feveral  tribes  and  denominations  of  free- 
thinkers i  who,  in  my  judgment,  are  not  to  be  re- 
formed by  arguments  offered  to  prove  the  truth  of 
the  chriftian  religion,  becaufe  reafoning  will  never 
make  a  man  correft  an  ill  opinion,  which  by  rea- 
foning he  never  acquired:   for,  in  the  courfe  of 
things,  men  always  grow  vicious,  before  they  be- 
come unbelievers ;  but  if  you  would  once  convince 
the  town  or  country  profligate,  by  topicks  drawn 
from  the  view  of  their  own   quiet,    reputation, 
health,  and  advantage,  their  infidelity  would  foon 
drop  off:  this,  I  confefs,  is  no  eafy  tafk,  becaufe 
it  is,  almoft  in  a  literal  fenft^  to  fight  with  be&fts. 
Now,  to  make  it  clear,  that  we  are  to  look  for  no 
other  original  of  this  infidelity,  whereof  divines  fo 
much  complain,  it  is  allowed  on  all  hands,  that  the 
people  of  England  are  more  corrupt  in  their  xno- 
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rals,  than  any  other  Nation  rVtiri»|daynfeder  the 
fun :  and  this  corruption  is  manifeftly  owing  to 
otter  caufev  both  numerotis  and  obiriotfe,  Jmuch 
mm  than  to  the  publication  of  irreligious  books* 
which  indeed  are  but  the:  coriieq&ehc^  of  the  foiv 
men  For  all  the  writers  agaroftr -chriftiAnity,  fiaeo 
the  revolution,  havfe  b^fen  of  the  Idweftr  rank  amtyig 
men  in  regard  to  literature,  wit,  and  good  ftn&, 
and  upon  that  account  wholly  unqualified  to  pro- 
pagate herefies,-  unlefs  among  a  people  ahfeacly 
abandoned. 

In^an  age,  where  every  thifag  diftiked  by  thole^ 
who  think  with  the  majority,  is  caHed  dififfedHon; 
it  may  perhaps  be  ill  interpreted,  When  I  venture 
to  tell  you,  that  this  univerfal  depravation  6f  man- 
ners, is  owing  to  the  perpetual  bandying  of  fadtions 
among  us  for  thirty  years  paffed,  when,  without 
weighing  the  motives  of  jufHce,  law,  confcience, 
or  honour,  every  man  adjufts  his  principles  to  thole 
of  the  party  he  has  chofen,  and  among  whom  he 
may  beft  find  his  own  account  j  but  by  reafon  of 
our  frequent  viciflitudes,  men  who  were  impatient 
of  being  out  of  play,  have  been  forced  to  recant, 
or  at  leaft  to  reconcile  their  former  tenets,  with 
every  new  fyftem  of  adminiftration.'  Add  to  this; 
that  the  old  fundamental  cuftom  of  annual  parlia- 
ments being  wholly  laid  afide,  and  elections  grow^ 
ing  chargeable,  fince  gentlemen  found  that  theiif 
country-feats  brought  them  in  lefs  than  a  feat  iri 
the  houfe,  the  voters,  that  is  to  fay,  the  bulk  of 
the  common  people,  have  been  univcrfally  feduced 
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iptp  ^tibery^.; j>cajii?y,  rdfufljcsanefc,  malice,    and 

/{.-Not  ,tfc  be  'farther,  te^kmib;  or  rajther  invidjteHis, 
$h*fe  Are  a  feW^jaitopng  other  <wjft$,,  which  have 
contributed  to  the  riiin  of  Our  ffcorals,  and  con£b- 
qwittly  to  thercontempt  of  xeHgkrti :  •  Sbr,  imagine 
tO:yeqrfelfv  if  yoii  pleafe,  a  landed  youth,  whom 
hte  mother  wcjilld  never  fuffer  to  lode  into  a  bode 
for  fear  of  fpbUing  his  eyes,  got  into  parliament, 
aod  pbferying  all  enemies  to  the  clergy  heard  with 
the  utmoft  applaufe,  what  notions  he  mjift  imbibe, 
how*  readily  h^;  will  join  in  the  cry,  what  anefteem 
Jie  will  .conc^iYj?  of  Jbimfelf>  and  whft  a  contempt 
tie  muft  entqntainy^ot  paly  for  his  vicar  at  home, 

but  for  the  whole,  order. 

.  I  therefore,  again  conclude,,  that  the  trade  of  in- 
fidelity has  been  taken  up  only  for  .an  expedient  to 
keep  in  countenance.. that  univerfai  corruption  of 
morals,  which  many  other  caufes  firft  contributed 
to  introduce  and  to  cultivate.  And ,  thus  Mr. 
Hobbs's  faying  upon  reafon  may  be  much  more 
properly  applied  to  religion:  that,  if  religion  will 
he  againft  a  man,  a  man  will  be  againft  religion. 
Though  after  all,,  I  have  heard  a  profligate  offer 
much  ftronger  arguments  againft  paying  his  debts, 
than  ever  he  was  known  to  do  againft  chriftianity  > 
indeed  the  reafon  was,  becaufe  in  that  jun&urehe 
happened  to  be  clofer  preffed  by  the  bailiff,  than 
the  parfon. 

Ignorance  may  perhaps  be  the  mother  of  fuper- 
ftition,  hut  experience  has  not  proved  it  to  be  fo  of 
devotion  ;  for  chriftianity  always  made  the  moft 
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eaf)r  aha'qiiickeft  progrefs  in  civilized  countries*  I 
mention  this*  oecaufe  it  is  affirmed,  that  the  clergy 
ait  in  moft  credit  'Where  ignorance  prevails,  (and 
furely  this  kingdorti  would  be  called  the  paradife  of 
clergymen,  if  that  opinion  were  true)  tor  which 
they  inftance  England  in  the  times  of  popery*  But, 
whoever  knows  any  thing  of  three  or  four  centuries 
before  the  reformation,  will  find  the  little  learning 
then  (lining  was  more  fequally  divided  between  the 
Englifh  clergy  and  laity^  than  it  is  at  prefent* 
There  were  feVeral  famous  lawyeft  in  that  period,  t 
whole  writings  are  ftill  in  the  higheft  repute,  and 
fome  hiftoriana  and  poets,  who  were  not  of  the 
church.  Whereas  now-adays  our  education  is  {o 
corrupted,  that  you  will  hardly  find  a  young  per- 
fon  of  quality  with  the  leaft  tin&ure  of  knowledge, 
at  the  famfe  time  that  many  of  the  clergy  were 
hever  mtore  learned,  br  fo  fcurvily  treated*  Here 
among  us  at  leaft,  a  man  of  letters,  out  of  the 
three  pfofeffions*  is  almoft  a  prodigy.  And  thofe 
few>  who  have  preferved  any  rudiments  of  learn- 
ing, are  (except  perhaps  one  or  two  fmatterers) 
the  clergy's  friends  to  a  man :  and  I  dare  appeal  to 
any  clergyman  in  this  kingdom,  whether  the 
greateft  dunce  in  his  parifh,  be  not  always  the  moft 
proud*  wicked,  fraudulent,  and  intra&able  of  hi* 
flock. 

I  think  the  clergy  have  almoft  given  over  per- 
plexing themfelves  and  their  hearers,  with  abftrufe 
points  of  predeftination,  ele&ion,  and  the  like  ;  at 
leaft,  it  is  time  they  fhould ;  and  therefore  I  {hall 
not  trouble  you  farther  upon  this  head. 

Vol,V,  I  I  have  x 
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I  have  now  faid  all  I  could  think  convenient  with  I 
relation  to  your  conduft  in  the  pulpit :  your  beha-  I 
viour  in  the  world,  is  another  fcene,  upon  which  j 
I  fhall  readily  offer  you  my  thoughts,  if  you  ap-  j 
pear  to  defire  them  from  me  by  your  approbation 
of  what  I  have  here  written ;  if  not,  I  have  al-  j 
ready  troubled  you  too  much. 
I  am,  SIR, 

Your  affe&ionate 

Friend  and  Servant. 
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THERE  is  no  talent  fo  ufeful  towards  rifing  in 
the  world,  or  which  puts  men  more  out  of 
the  reach  of  fortune,  than  that  quality  generally 
poffefled  by  the  dulled  fort  of  men,  and  in  common 
Speech  called  difcretion;   a  fpecies  of  lower  pru- 
dence, by  the  affiftance  of  which,  people  of  the 
meaneft  intellectuals,  without  any  other  qualifica- 
tion, pafs  through  the  world  in  great  tranquility, 
and  with  univerfai  good  treatment,  neither  giving 
nor  taking  offence.     Courts  are  feldom  unprovided 
of  perfons  under  this  character,  on  whom,  if  they 
happen  to  be  of  great  quality,  moft  employments, 
even  the  greateft,  naturally  fall,  when  competitors 
will  not  agree ;  and  in  fuch  promotions  nobody 
rejoices  or  grieves.      The   truth  .of  this  I  could 
prove  by  feveral  inftances  within  my  own  memory ; 
for  I  fay  nothing  of  prefent  times. 

And  indeed,  as  regularity  and  forms  are  of  great 
life  in  carrying  on  the  bufinefs  of  the  world,  fo  it 
is  very  convenient,  that  perfons  endued  with  this 
and  of  difcretion,  fhould  have  that  fhare  which  is 
Proper  to  their  talents^  in  the  conduft  of  affairs, 
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but  by  no  means  meddle  in  matters  which  require 
genius,  learning,  ftrong  comprehenfion,  quicknefs 
of  conception,  magnanimity,  gerierofity,  fagacity, 
or  any  other  fuperior  gift  of  human  minds.  Be- 
caufe  this  fort  of  difcretion  is  ufually  attended  with 
a  ftrong  defire  of  money,  and  few  fcruples  about 
the  way  of  obtaining  it ;  with  fervile  flattery  and 
fubmiffion ;  with  a  want  of  all  publick  fpirit  or 
principle ;  with  a  perpetual  wrong  judgment,  when 
the  owners  come  into  power  and  high  place,  how 
to  difpofe  of  favour  and  preferment;  having  no 
meafure  for  merit  and  virtue  in  others,  but  thofe 
very  fteps,  by  which  themfelves  afcended  j  nor  the 
leaft  intention  of  doing  good  or  hurt  to  the  publick, 
farther  than  *  either  one  or  t'other  is  likely  to  be 
fubfervient  to  their  ownjfecurity  or  intereft.  Thus 
being  void  of  all  friendfhip  and  enmity,  they  never 
complain  or  find  fault  with  the  times,  and  indeed 
never  have  reafon  to  do  fo. 

Men  of  eminent  parts  and  abilities,  as  well  as 
virtues,  do  fometimes  rife  in  the  court,  fometimes 
in  the  law,  and  fometimes  even  in  the  church. 
Such  were  the  Lord  Bacon,  the  Earl  of  Strafford, 
Archbifhop  Laud  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  L 
and  others  in  our  own  times,  whom  I  fhall  not 
name ;  but  thefe,  and  many  more,  under  different 
princes,  and  in  different  kingdoms,  were  difgraced 
or  banifhed,  or  fufFered  death,  merely  in  envy  to 
their  virtues  and  fuperior  genius,  which  emboldened 

••  This  mode  of  expreffion  is  ungrantmatical  and  vulgar :  it  fbould 
be— .<  farther  than  at  either  tb$  one  or  tki  other  is  likely,  &c'  | 

them 
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them  in  great  exigencies  and  diftrefles  of  ftate 
(wanting  a  reafonable  infufioA  of  this  aldermanly 
difcretion)  to  attempt  the  fervice  of  their  prince 
and  country,  out  of  the  common  forms. 

This-  evil  fortune,  which  generally  attends  extra* 
ordinary  men  in  the  management  of  grejit '  affairs, 
has  been  imputed  to  divers  caufes,  that  need  not  be 
here  fet  down,  when  fo  obvious  a  one  occurs,  if 
what  a  certain  writer  obferves  be  true,  that  when  a 
great  genius  appears  in  the  world,  the  dunces  are 
all  in  confederacy  againft  him.  And  if  this  be  his 
fate,  when  he  employs  his  talents  wholly  in  his 
clofet,  without  interfering  with  any  man's  ambition 
or  avarice ;  what  imift  he  expeft,  when  he  ven- 
tures out  to  feek  for  preferment  in  a  court,  but 
univerfal  oppofition,  when  he  is  mounting  the 
ladder,  and  every  hand  ready  to  turn  him  ofl^ 
when  he  is  at  the  top  ?  and  in  this  point,  fortune 
generally  ads  dire&ly  contrary  to  nature ;  for,  in 
nature  we  find,  that  bodies  full  of  life  and  fpirit 
mount  eafily,  and  are  hard  to  fall,  whereas  heavy 
bodies  are  hard  to  rife,  and  come  down  with 
greater  velocity,  in  proportion  to  their  weight; 
but  we  find  fortune  every  day  adting  juft  the  re- 
verfe  of  this. 

This  talent  of  difcretion,  as  I  have  defcribed  it 
in  its  feveral  adjuncts  and  circumftances,  is  no 
where  fo  ferviceable  as  to  the  clergy,  to  whofe  pre- 
ferment nothing  is  fo  fatal  as  the  character  of  wit, 
politenefs  in  reading  or  manners,  or  that  kind  of 
behaviour,  which  we  contradt  by  having  too  much 
converfed  with  perfons  of  high  ftatitm  and  emi- 
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nency ;  thefe  qualifications  being  reckoned  by  the 
vulgar  of  all  ranks,  to  be  marks  of  levity,  which  is 
the  laft  crime  the  world  will  pardon  in  a  clergy- 
man :  to  this  I  may  add  a  free  manner  of  fpeaking 
in  mixt  company,  and  too  frequent  an  appearance  | 
in  places  of  much  refort,  which  are  equally  noxious  I 
to  fpiritual  promotion. 

I  have  known  indeed  a  few  exceptions  to  fome  j 
parts  of  thefe  obfervations.  I  have  feen  fome  of  the  ! 
dulleft  men  alive  aiming  at  wit,  and  others,  with  | 
as  little  pretentions,  affe&ing  politenefs  in  manners  I 
and  difcourfe  ;  but  never  being  able  to  perfuade 
the  world  of  their  guilt,  they  grew  into  confider- 
able  ftations,  upon  the  firm'aflurance,  which  all 
people  had  of  their  difcretion,  becaufe  they  were  a 
fize  too  low  to  deceive  the  world  to  their  own  dis- 
advantage.    But  this  I  confefe  is  a  trial  too  dan- 
gerous often  to  engage  in. 

There  is  a  known  ftory  of  a  clergyman,  who 
was  recommended  for  a  preferment  by  fome  great 
men  at  court  to  an  archbifhop.  His  grace  faid,  he 
had  heard  that  the  clergyman  ufed  to  play  ar  whift 
and  fwobbers  ;  that  as  to  playing  now  and  then  a 
fober  game  at  whift  for  paftime,  it  might  be  par- 
doned ;  but  he  could  not  digtft  thofe  wicked  fwob- 
bers ;  and  it  was  with  fome  pains  that  my  Lord 
Somers  could  undeceive  him.  I  afk,  by  what  ta- 
lents we  may  fuppofe  that  great  prelate  afcended  fo 
high,  or  what  fort  of  qualifications  he  would  ex- 
pert in  thofe,  whom  he  took  into  his.palronage*  or 
would  probably  recommend  to  court  for  the  go- 
vernment of  diftant  churches  ? 

Two 
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Two  clergymen,  in  my  memory,  flood  candi- 
dates for;  a  fmall  free-fchool  in  Yorkshire,  where  a 
gentleman  of  quality  and  intereft  in  the  country* 
who  happened  to  have  a  better  underftanding  than 
his  neighbours,  procured  the  place  for  him,  who 
w$s  the  better  fcholar,  and  more  gentlemanly  per- 
fon  of  the  two,  very  much  to  the  regret  of  all  the 
parifh :  the  other,  being  difappointed,  came  up  to 
London,  where  he  became  the  greateft  pattern  of 
this  lower  difcretion,  that  I  have  known,  and  pof- 
fefled  it  with  as  heavy  intellectuals;  which,  tor 
gether  with  the  coldnefs  of  his  temper,  and  gravity 
of  his  deportment,  carried  him  fafe  throAgh  many 
difficulties,  and  he  lived  and  died  in  a  great  ftation^ 
while  his  competitor  is  too  obfcure  for  fame  to  tell 
us  what  became  of  him. 

This  fpecies  of  difcretion,  which  I  fo  much  ce- 
lebrate, and  do  taoft  heartily  recommend,  has  one 
advantage  not  yet  mentioned ;  it  will  carry  a  man 
fafe  through  all  the  malice  and  variety  of  parties, 
fo  far,  that  whatever  faction  happens  to  be  upper- 
moft,  his  claim  is  ufually  allowed  for  a  fhare  of 
what  is  going.  And  the  thing  feems  to  me  highly 
reafonable :  for  in  all  great  changes,  the  prevailing 
fide  is  ufually  fo  tempeftuous,  that  it  wants  the  bal- 
iaft  of  thofe,  whom  the  world  calls  moderate  men, 
and  I  call  men  of  difcretion  j  whom  people  in  power 
may,  with  little  ceremony,  load  as  *  heavy  as  they 
pleafe,  drive  them  through  the  hardeft  and  deepeft 

•  Theadje&?ve  here  is  ofed  improperly  for  the  adverb:  it  ihould 
Jk— *  as  heavily  as  they  pleafe/ 

•  1 4  roade 
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roads  without  conger  of  foundering,  or  breaking 
their  backs,  and  will  be  fure  to  find  them  neither 
refty  nor  vicious. 

I  will  here  give  the  reader  a  fhprt  hiftory  of  two 
clergymen  in  England,  the  chara&ers  of  each,  and 
the  prpgrefs  of  their  fortunes  in  the  world ;  by 
which  the  force  of  worldly  difcretion,  and  the  bad 
confequences  from  the  want  pf  that  virtue,  wilj 
ftrongly  appear- 

Corufodes,  an  Oxford  fludent,  and  a  farmers 
fon,  wa6  never  abfent  from  prayers  or  le&ure,  nor 
once  out  of  his  college  after  Tom  had  tolled.  He 
fpent  every  day  ten  hours  in  his  clofet,  in  reading 
his  courfes,  dozing,  clipping  papers,  or  darning  his 
ftockings;  which  laft  he  performed  to  admiration. 
He  could  be  foberly  drunk,  at  the  expense  of 
others*  with  college  ale,  and  at  thofe  feafons  was 
always  mod  devout.  Hp  wore  the  fame  gown  five 
years  without  dragling  or  tearing.  He  never  once 
looked  into  a  play-book  or  a  poem.  He  read  Vir- 
gil and  Ramus  in  the  fame  cadence,  but  with  a  very 
different  tafte.  He  never  underftood  a  jeft,  or  had 
the  leaft  conception  of  wit. 

For  one  faying  he  ftands  in  renown  to  this  day. 
Being  with  fome  other  ftudents  over  a  pot  of  ale, 
one  of  the  company  faid  fo  many  pleafant  things, 
that  the  reft  were  much  diverted,  only  Corufodes 
was  filent  and  ifnmoved.  When  they  parted,  he 
called  this  merry  companion  afide,  and  faid,  "  Sir, 
u  I  perceive  by  your  often  fpqaking,  and  our 
"  friends  laughing,  that  you  fpoke  many  jefts  j  and 
"  you  could  not  but  obfeiye  my  frience:  but,  Sir, 

"  thia 
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*  this  is  my  humour  ;  I  never  make  a  jeft  myfelf, 
*c  nor  ever  laugh  at  another  man's." 

Corufodes  thus  endowed  got  into  holy  orders ; 
having,  by  the  moft  extreme  parfimofty,  faved 
tbirty-four  pounds  out  of  a  very  beggarly  fellow- 
fhip,  he  went  up  to  London,  where  his  fitter  was 
waiting-woman  to  a  lady,  and  fo  good  a  follicitor, 
that  by  her  means  he  was  admitted  to  read  prayers 
in  the  family  twice  a  day,  at  ten  (hillings  a  month. 
He  had  now  acquired  a  low,  obfequious,  aidcward 
bow,  and  a  talent  of  grofs  flattery  both  in  and  out 
pf  feafon ;  he  would  fhake  the  butler  by  the  hand ; 
he  taught  the  page  his  catechifm,  and  was  fome- 
tiraes  admitted  to  dine  at  the  fteward's  table.  In 
(hart,  he  got  the  good  word  of  the  whole  family, 
and  was  recommended  by  my  lady  for  chaplain  to 
fome  other  noble  houfes,  by  which  his  revenue 
(befide  #  vails)  amounted  to  about  thirty  pounds  a 
year :  his  fitter  procured  him  a  fcarf  from  my  lord, 
who  had  a  fmall  defigft  of  gallantry  upon  her  ;  and 
by  his  lofrdfhip's  follicitation  he  got  a  le&urefhip  in 
town  of  fixty  pounds  a  year ;  where  he  preached 
conftantly  in  perfon,  in  a  grave  manner,  with  an 
audible  voice,  a  ftyle  ecclefiaftick,  andvthe  matter 
(fuch  as  it  was)  well  fuited  to  the  intelle&uals  of 
his  hearers.  Some  time  after,  a  country  Hving  fell 
in  my  lord's  difpofal,  and  his  lordfhip,  who  had 
now  fome  encouragement  given  him  of  fuccefs  in 
his  amour,  beftowed  the  living  on  Corufodes,  whof 
ftill  kept  hU  ledurefliip  and  refidencela  town; 
where  he  was  a  conftant  attendant  at  all  meetings 
fdadng  tp  shinty,  without  ever  contributing  far- 
ther 
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ther  than  his  frequent  pious  exhortations.  If  any 
women  of  better  fafhion  in  the  parifli  happened  tq 
be  abfent  from  church,  they  were  Aire  of  a  vifit 
from  him  in  a  day  or  two,  to  chide  and  to  din« 
with  them. 

He  had  a  fele&  number  of  poor  conftantly  at- 
tending at  the  ftreet  door  of  his  lodging,  for  whom 
he  was  a  common  follicitor  to  his  former  patronefef 
dropping  in  his  own  fyalf  crown  among  the  collec- 
tions, ^nd  taking  it  out  when  he  difppfed  of  the 
money*  At  a  perfon  of  quality's  houfe,  he  would 
never  fit  down,  till  he  was  thrice  bid,  and  theq 
upon  the  corner  of  the  mpft  diftant  chair.  His 
whole  demeanor  was  formal  and  ftyrch,  whicl^  ad- 
hered fo  *"clofe,  that  he  cpuld  jiever  fhake  it  off  in 
his  higheft  promotion* , 

His  lord  wa3  now  in  high  employment,  at  court, 
and  attended  by  him  with  the  moft  abjed  aflidujty ; 
and  hi^  filler  being  gone  off  with  child  to  a  private 
lodging,  my  lord  continued  his  graces  to  Corufodes, 
got  him  to  be  a  chaplain  in  ordinary,  and  in 
<lue  time  a  parifh  in  town>  and  t  a  dignity  in  the 
church* 

.  He  paid  his  curates  pundtujdlyf  *jt  the  I^weft  fa- 
iary,  and  partly  out  of  the  communion-njonpy ; 
but  gave  them  good  advice  in  abundance.  He 
jnarried  a  citizen's  widow,  who  taught  him  to  put 
put  fmall  fuijis  at  ten  per  cent,  and  brought  him  ac- 
quainted with  jobbers  in  Change-alley.  By  her 
dexterity  he  fold  the  clerkfhip.  of  his  parifh,  when 
\t  became  vacant.  . 

•  It  (hould  be  clofcly. 

?  7 '         •  He 
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He  kept  a  miferable  houfe,  but  the  whole  blame 
was  laid  wholly  upon  madam ;  for  the  good  do&pr 
was  always  at  his  books,  or  vifiting  the  fick,  or 
doing  other  offices  of  charity  and  piety  in  his 
parifh. 

He  treated  all  his  inferiors  of  the  clergy,  with  a 
moil  fandtified  pride  ;  was  rigoroufly  and  unjver- 
ially  cenforious  upon  all  his  brethren  of  the  gown, 
on  their  firft  appearance  in  the  world,  or  while 
they  continued  meanly  preferred ;  but  gave  large 
allowance  to  the  laity  of  high  rank,  or  great  riches, 
ufmg  neither  eyes  nor  ears  for  their  faults:  he  wa$ 
never  fenfibje  of  the  leaft  corruption  in  courts,  par- 
liaments, or  miniftrjes,  but  made  the  moft  favour- 
able conftru&ipns  of  all  publick  proceedings  j  and 
power,  in  whatever  hands,  or  whatever  party,  was 
always  fecure  of  his  moft  charitable  opjnipn.  He 
bad  many  whplefome  maxims  ready  to  excufe  all 
mifcarriages  of  ftate  ;  men  are  but  men  ;  erunt  vifta 
donee  homines;  and  quodfupra  nosy  nil adnos;  with 
feveral  others  of  equal  weight. 

It  would  lengthen  my  paper  beyond  meafure  to 
trace  out  the  whole  fyftem  of  his  conduit ;  his 
dreadful  apprehenfion$  of  popery ;  his  great  mo- 
deration towards  diflenters  of  all  denominations; 
with  hearty  wifhes,  that  by  yielding  fomewhat  on 
both  fides,  there  might  be  a  general  union  among 
proteftants;  his  fhort,  inoffenfive  fermons  in  his 
turns  at  court,  and  the  matter  exa&ly  fuited  to  the 
prefent  juncture  of  prevailing  opinions ;  the  arts 
he  ufed  to  obtain  a  mitre,  by  writing  againft  cpif- 
copacy  j  and  the  proofs  he  gave  of  his  loyalty,  by 
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palliating  or  defending  the  murder  of  a  martyred 
prince. 

Endowed  with  all  thefe  accomplifhments,  we 
leave  him  in  the  full  career  of  fuccefs,  mounting 
faft  towards  the  top  of  the  ladder  ecclefiaftical, 
which  he  has  a  fair  probability  to  reach ;  without 
the  merit  of  one  fingle  virtue,  moderately  ftocked 
with  the  leaft  valuable  parts  of  erudition,  utterly 
devoid  df  all  tafte,  judgment,  or  genius ;  and  in 
his  grandeur,  naturally  choofing  to  hawl  up  others 
after  him,  whofe  accomplifhments  moft  refemble 
his  own,  except  his  beloved  fons,  nephews,  or 
other  kindred,  be  in  competition;  or  laftly,  except 
his  inclinations  be  diverted  by  thofe,  who  h»ve 
power  to  mortify  or  farther  advance  him. 

Eugenio  fet  out  from  the  fame  univerfity,  and 
about  the  fame  time  with  Corufodes ;  he  had  the 
reputation  of  an  arch  lad  at  fchool,  and  was  unfor- 
tunately poffefTed  with  a  talent  for  poetry;  on 
which  account  he  received  many  chiding  letters 
from  his  father,  and  grave  advice  from  his  -tutor. 
He  did  not  negle<3:  his  college  learning,  but  his 
chief  ftudy  was  the  authors  of  antiquity,  with  a 
perfect  knowledge  in  the  Greek  and  Rorftan  tongues. 
He  could  never  procure  himfelf  to  be  chofen  fel- 
low; for  it  was  obje&ed  againft  him,  that  he  had 
written  verfes,  and  particularly  fome,  wherein  he 
glanced  at  a  certain  reverend  do&or  famoas  for 
dulnefs, :  that  he  had  been  feen  bowing  to  ladies,  as 
\ic  met  them  in  the  ftreets;  and  it  was  proved, 
that  once  he  had  been  found  dancing  in  a  pri- 
vate family,  with  half  a  dozen  of  both  fexes. 
'.  He 
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He  was  the  younger  fon  to  a  gentleman  of 
good  birth,  but  fmall  eftate;  and  his  father  dyingf 
he  was  driven  to  London  to  feek  his  fortune :  he 
got  into  orders,  and  became  reader  in  a  parifh- 
church  at  twenty  pounds  a  year,  was  carried  by  an 
Oxford  friend  to  Will's  coffee-houfe,  frequented  ia 
thofe  days  by  men  of  wit,  where  in  fome  time  he 
had  the  bad  luck  to  be  diftinguiftxed.  His  fcanty 
falary  compelled  him  to  run  deep  in  debt  for  a  new 
gown  and  cafTock,  and  now  and  then  forced  him 
to  write  fome  paper  of  wit  or  humour,  or  preach 
a  fermon  for  ten  fhillings,  to  fupply  his  neceflities* 
He  was  a  thoufand  times  recommended  by  hig 
pbetical  friends  to  great  perfons,  as '  a  young  man 
of  excellent  parts,  who  deferved  encouragement, 
and  received  a  thoufand  promifes;  but  his  modefty, 
and  a  generous  Ipirit,  which  difdained  the  flavery 
of  continual  application  and  attendance,  always  dis- 
appointed him,  making  room  for  vigilant  dunces, 
who  were  fure  to  be  never  out  of  fight. 

He  had  an  excellent  faculty  in  preaching,  if  he 
were  not  fometimes  a  little  too  refined,  and  apt  to 
truft  too  much  to  his  own  way  of  thinking  and 
reafoning. 

When,  upon  the  vacancy  of  preferment,  he  was 
hardly  drawn  to  attend  upon  fome  protnifing  lord, 
he  received  the  ufual  anfwer,  that  he  came  too  late, 
for  it  had  been  given  to  another  the  very  day  be- 
fore* And  he  had  only  this  comfort  left,  that  every 
body  faid,  it  was  a  thoufand  pities  fomething  could 
not  be  done  for  poor  Mr.  Eugenio. 

TV 
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The  remaihdfer  of  his  ftory  will  be  difpatched  in 
a  few  words  :  wearied  with  weak  hopes,  and  weaker* 
purfuits,   he  accepted  a  cui^cy  in  Derbyfhire  of 
thirty  pounds  a  year,  and  when  he  was  five  and 
forty,  had  the  great  felicity  to  be  preferred  by  a 
friend  of  his  father's  to  a  vicarage  worth  annually 
fixty  pounds,  in  the  mod  defert  parts  of  Lincoln- 
shire; where,  his  fpirit  quite  funk  with  thofe,  re- 
flections that  folitude  and  difappointments  bring,  he 
married  a  farmer's  widow,  and  is  ftill  alive  utterly 
uncUftinguifhed  and  forgotten ;  only  fome  of  the 
neighbours  have  accidentally  heard,that  he  had  been 
&  notable  man  in  his  youth. 
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FROM  frequently  reflecting  upon  the  courfe 
and  method  of  educating  youth,  in  this  and 
a  neighbouring  kingdom,  with  the  general  fuccefs 
and  confequence  thereof,  I  am  come  to  this  deter- 
mination ;  that  education  is  always  the  worfe,  in 
proportion?  to  the  wealth  and  grandeur  of  the  pi- 
rents  ;  nor  do  I  doubt  in  the  leaft,  that  if  the 
whole  world  were  now  under  the  dominion  of  one 
monarch  (provided  I  might  be  allowed  to  choofe 
where  he  fhould  fix  the  feat  of  his  empire)  the 
only  fon  and  heir  of  that  monarch,  would  be  the 
worft  educated  mortal,  that  ever  was  born  fince  the 
creation;  and  I  doubt  the  fame  proportion  will 
hold  through  all  degrees  and  titles,  from  an  em- 
peror downwards  to  the  common  gentry. 

I  do  not  fay,  that  this  has  been  always  the  cafe; 
for  in  better  times  it  was  diredily  otherwife,  and  a 
fcholar  may  fill  half  his  Greek  and  Roman  fhelves 
with  authors  of  the  nobleft  birth,  as  well  as  high- 
eft  virtue  :  nor  do  I  tax  all  nations  at  prefent  with 
this  defeft,  for  I  know  there  are  fome  to  be  ex- 
cepted, 
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cepted,  and  particularly  Scotland,  under  all  the 
difadvantages  of  its  climate  and  foil,  if  that  happi- 
nefs  be  not  rather  owing  even  to  thofe  very  difad- 
vantages- What  is  then  to  be  done,  if  this  reflec- 
tion muft  fix  on  two  countries,  which  will  be  moft 
ready  to  take  offence,  and  which,  of  all  others,  it 
will  be  leaft  prudent  or  fafe  to  offend  ? 

But  there  is  one  circumftance  yet  more  danger- 
ous and  lamentable :  for  i£,  according  to  the  poftu- 
latum  already  laid  down,  the  higher  quality  any 
youth  is  of,  he  is  in  greater  likelihood  to  be  worfe 
educated;  it  behoves  me  to  dread,  and  keep -far 
from  the  verge  of  fcandalum  magnaturn. 

Retra&ing  therefore  that  hazardous  poftulatum,  I 
fhall  venture  no  farther  at  prefent  than  to  fay, 
that  perhaps  fome  additional  care  in  educating  the 
fons  of  nobility,  and  principal  gentry,  might  not 
be  iU  employed.  If  this  be  not  delivered  with 
foftnefs  enough,  I  muft  for  the  future  be  filent. 

In  the  mean  time,  let  me  afk  only  two  ques- 
tions, which  relate  to  England.  I  afk  firft,  how 
it  comes  about,  that  for  above  fixty  years  paft 
the  chief  conduit  of  affairs  has  been  generally 
placed  in  the  hands  of  new-men,  with  very  few 

,  exceptions  ?  The  nobleft  blood  of  England  having 
been  (hed  in  the  grand  rebellion*  many  great  fa* 
milies  became  extinft,  or  were  fupported  only  by 

.  minors :  when  the  king  was  reftored,  very  few  of4 
thofe  lords  remained,  who  togan,  or  at  leaft  had 
improved  their  education  under  the  reigns  of  king 
James,  or  king  Charles  I.  of  which  lords  the  two 
principal  were  the  marquis  of  Ormond,  and  the 

earl 
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carl  of  Southampton..  The  qrinors  had,  during  the 
rebellion  and  ufurpation,  either  received  too  much 
tin&ure  of  bad  principles  from  thofe  fanatick  times, 
or  coming  to  age  at?  the  reftoration,  fell  into  the 
vices  of  that  diffolute  reign* 

I  date  from  this  aera  the  corrupt  method  of  edu- 
cation among  us,  and  in  confequence  thereof,  the 
neceffity  the  crown  lay  under  of  introducing  new 
men  into  the  chief  conduct  of  publick  affairs,  or  to 
the  office  of  what  we  now  call  prime  minifters  y 
men  of  art,  knowledge,  application  and  infinua- 
tioo,  merely  for  want  of  a  fupply  among  the  nobi- 
lity. They  were  generally  (though  not  always)  of 
good  birth ;  fometimes  younger  brothers,  at  other 
times  fuch,  who  although  inheriting  good  eftates, 
yet  happened  to  be  well  educated,  and  provided 
with  learning.  Such,  under  that  king,  were  Hyde* 
Bridgman,  Clifford,  Ofborn,  Godolphin,  Afhley- 
Cooper :  few  or  none  under  the  fliort  reign  of  king 
James  II. :  under  king  William,  Sommers,  Mon- 
tague, Churchil,  Vernon,  Boyle,  and  many  other*: 
under  the  queen,  Harley,  St.  John,  Harcourt,  Tre- 
vor :  who  indeed  were  perfons  of  the  beft  private 
families,  but  unadorned  with  titles.  So  in  the  fol- 
lowing reign,  Mr,  Robert  Walpole  was  for  many 
years  prime  minifter,  in  which  poll  he  (till  happily 
continues :  his  brother  Horace  is  ambaflador  extra- 
ordinary to  France.  Mr.  Addifon  and  Mr.  Craggy 
without  the  leaft  alliance  to  fupport  them,  hav«  been 
fecretaries  of  ftate. 

If  the  fads  have  been  thus  for  above  fixty  years 
paft,(  whereof  I  could  with  a  little  farther  iecolie£fcioj» 

Vol.  V.  K  produce 
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produce  many  more  inftances)  I  would  afk  again* 
how  it  has  happened,  that  in  a  nation  plentifully 
abounding  with  nobility,  fo.  great  fhare  in  the  moft 
competent  parts  of  public  management,  has  been 
for  fo  long  a  period  chiefly  entrufted  to  commoners; 
unlefs  fome  omiffions  or  defedts  of  the  higheft  im- 
port may  be  charged  upon  thofe,  to  whom  die  care 
of  educating  our  noble  youth  had  been  committed? 
For,  if  there  be  any  difference  between  human 
creatures  m  the  point  of  natural  parts,  as  we  ufu- 
ally  call  them,  it  fhould  feem,  that  the  advantage 
lies  on  the  fide  of  children  born  from  noble  and 
wealthy  parents ;  the  fame  traditional  floth  and 
luxury,  which  render  their  body  weak  and  effemi- 
nate, perhaps  refining  and  giving  a  freer  motion  to 
the  fpirits,  beyond  what  can  be  expe&ed  from 
the  grofs,  robuft  iffiie  of  meaner  mortals/'-  Add 
to  this  the  peculiar  advantages,  which  all  young 
noblemen  poflefs  by  the  privileges  of  their  birth. 
Such  as  a  free  accefs  to  courts,  and  a  univerfal  de- 
ference paid  to  their  perfons. 

But  as  my  lord  Bacon  charges  it  for  a  fault  on 
princes,  that  they  are  impatient  to  compafs  ends, 
without  giving  themfelves  the  trouble  of  confulting 
or  executing  the  means ;  fo  perhaps  it  may  be  the 
difpclition  of  young  nobles,  either  from  the  in- 
dulgence of  parents,  tutors  and  governors,  or  their 
owq  ina&ivity,  that  they  expeft  the  accomplifh- 
ments  of  a  good  education,  without  the  lead  ex- 
pence  of  time  or  ftudy  to  acquire  them. 

What  I  faid  Iaft,  I  am  ready  to  retraft,  for  the 
cafe  is  infinitely  worfe  j  and  the  very  maxims  fet 
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tip  ft*  direft  modern  education,  are  enough  to  de- 
ftroy  all  the  feeds  of  knowledge,  honour,  wlfdom, 
and  virtue  among  us.  The  current  opinion  pre- 
vails, that  the  ftudy  of  Greek  and  Latin  is  lofs  of 
time ;  that  publick  fchools,  by  mingling  the  fons 
of  noblemen  with  thofe  of  the  vulgar,  engage  the 
former  in  bad  company ;  that  whipping  breaks  the 
fpirit$  of  lads  well  born ;  that  univerfities  make 
young  men  pedants  $  that  to  dance,  fence,  fpeak 
French,  and  know,  how  to  behave  yourfelf  among 
great  perfons  of  both  fexes,  comprehends  the  whole 
duty  of  a  gentleman. 

I  cannot  but  think,  this  wife  fyftem  of  education 
has  been  much  cultivated  among  us,  by  thofe 
worthies  of  the  army,  who  during  the  laft  war  re- 
turned from  Flanders  at  the  clofe  of  each  campaign, 
becamtf'the  dictators  of  behaviour,  drefs,  and  po- 
litenefs,  to  all  thofe  youngfters,  who  frequent  cho- 
colate-coffee-gaming-houfes,  drawing-rooms,  ope- 
ras, levees  and  aflemWies  :  where  a  colonel,  by  his 
pay,  perquifites  and  plunder,  was  qualified  to  out- 
ihine  many  peers  of  the  realm ;  and  by  the  influ- 
ence of  an  exotick  habit  and  demeanor,  added  to 
other  foreign  accomplifhments,  gave  the  law  to 
the  whole  town,  and  was  copied  as  the  ftandard- 
pattern  of  whatever  was  refined  in  drefs,  equipage, 
converfation,  or  diverfions. 

I  remember,  in  thofe  times,  an  admired  original 
of  that  vocation,  fitting  in  a  coffee-houfe  near  two 
gentlemen,  whereof  one  was  of  the  clergy,  who 
were  engaged  in  fome  difcourfe,  that  favoured  of 
learning.  This  officer  thought  fit  to  interpofe,  and 
K  2  profelfing 
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profefling  to  deliver  the  fentiments  of  his  frater- 
nity, as  well  as  his  own  (and  probably  he  did  fo  of 
too  many  among  them)  turned  to  the  clergyman, 
and  fpoke  in  the  following  manner,  u  D — n  me, 
u  Do&or,  fay  what  you  will,  the  army  is  the  only 
iC  fchool  for  gentlemen.  Do  you  think  my  lord 
u  Marlborough  beat  the  French  with  Greek  and 
iC  Latin  ?  D— n  me,  a  fcholar  when  he  comes  into 
"  good  company,  what  is  he  but  an  afc  ?  D — n 
me,  I  would  be  glad  by  G — d  to  fee  any  of 
your  fcholars  with  his  nouns,  an4  his  verbs, 
and  his  philofophy,  and  trigonometry^  what  a 
ic  figure  he  would  make  at  a  fiege  or  blockade,  or 
"  rencountering— D — n  me,  Ssfc."  After  whkh 
he  proceeded  with  a  volley  of  military  terms,  lefe 
lignificant,  founding  worfe,  and  harder;  to  be  un- 
derftood,  than  any  that  were  ever  coined  by  the 
commentators  upon  Ariftotle.  ,  I  would  not  here 
be  thought  to  charge  the  foldiery  with  ignorance 
and  contempt  of  learning,  without  allowing  ex- 
ceptions, of  which  I  have  known  many ;  but 
however  the  worft  example,  efpecially  in  a  great 
majority,  will  certainly  prevail, 

I  have  heard,  that  the  late  earl  of  Oxford,  in 
the  time  of  his  miniftry,  never  paffed  by  White's 
chocolate-houfe  (the  common  rendezvous  of  in- 
famous {harpers  and  noble  cullies)  without  beftow- 
ing  a  curfe  upon  that  famous  academy,  as  the  banc 
of  half  the  Englifh  nobility.  I  have  likewife  been 
told  another  paflage  concerning  that  great  minifter, 
which,  becaufe  it  gave  a  humorous  idea  of  one 
principal  ingredient  in  modern  education,  take  as 
8  follows. 


Digitized 


byGdogle 


MODERN  EDUCATION.        133 

follows.  Le  Sack  the  famous  French  dancing- 
mafter,  in  great  admiration,  afked  a  friend,  whe- 
ther it  were  true,  that  Mr.  Harley,was  made  an 
earl  and  lord  treafurer  ?  and  finding  it  confirmed, 
faid,  "  well ;  I  wonder  what  the  devrl  the  queen 
"  could  fee  in  him  ;  for  I  attended  him  two  years, 
u  and  he  was  the  greateft  dunce  that  ever  I 
"  taught." 

Another  hindrance  to' good  education,  and  I 
think  the  greateft  of  any,  is  that  pernicious  cuftom 
in  rich  and  noble  families,  of  entertaining  French 
tutors  in  their  houfes.  Thefe  wretched  pedagogues 
are  enjoined  by  the  father,  to  take  fpecial  care  that 
the  boy  fhall  be  perfect  in  his  French  ;  by  the  mo- 
ther, that  matter  muft  not  walk  till  he  is  hot,  nor 
be  fuffered  to  play  with  other  boys,  nor  be  wet  in 
his  feet,  nor  daub  hia  cloaths,  and  to  fee  the  dan- 
cing-mafter  attends  conftantly,  and  does  his  duty ; 
flie  farther  infifts,  that  the  child  be  not  kept  too 
long  poring  on  his  book,  becaufe  he  is  fubjedt  to 
fore  eyes,  and  of  a  weakly  conftitution. 

By  thefe  methods,  the  young  gentleman  is,  in 
every  article,  as  fully  accomplifhed  at  eight  years 
old,  as  at  eight  and  twenty,  age  adding  only  to  the 
growth  of  his  perfon  and  his  vice  ;  fo  that  if  you 
ihould  look  at  him  in  his  boyhood  through  the 
magnifying  end  of  a  perfpe&ive,  and  in  his  man* 
hood  through  the  other,  it  would  be  impoffible  to 
fpy  any  difference  ;  the  famp^airs,  the  fame  ftrut, 
the  fame  cock  of  his  hat,  and  pofture  of  his  fword, 
(as  far  as  the  change  of  fafhions  will  allow)  the 
feme  underflanding,  the  fame  compafs  of  know** 
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ledge,  with  the  very  fame  abfurdity,  impudence, 
^nd  impertinence  pf  tongue. 

He  is  taught  from  the  nurfery,  that  he  muft  in- 
herit a  great  eftate,  and  has  no  need  to  mind  his 
book,  which  is  a  leflbn  he  never  forgets  to  the  end 
of  his  life.  His  chief  folace  is  to  ft^al  down  and 
play  at  fpan-farthing  with  the  page,  or  young 
black-a-moor,  or  little  favourite  foot-boy,  one  of 
which  is  his  principal  confident  and  bofom-friend. 

There  is  one  young  *  lord  in  this  town,  who,  by 
an  unexampled  piece  of  good  fortune,  was  miracu- 
loufly  fnatched  out  of  the  gulph  of  ignorance,  con- 
fined to  a  publick  fchool  for  a  due  term  of  years, 
well  whipped  when  he  deferved  it,  clad  no  better 
than  his  comrades,  2nd  always  their  play-fellow 
on  the  fame  foot,  had  no  precedence  in  the  fchool, 
but  what  was  given  him  by, his  merit,  and  loft  it 
whenever  he  was  negligent.  It  is  well  known, 
how  mapy  mutinies  were  bred  at  this  unprece- 
dented treatment,  what  complaints  among  his  re- 
lations, and  other  great  ones  of  both  fexes ;  that 
bis  ftockings  with  filver  clocks  were  ravifhed  from 
bim ;  that  he  wore  his  own  hair ;  that  his  drefs 
was  ijndiftioguifhed ;  that  he  was  not  fit  to  appear 
at  a  hall  or  aflembly,  nor  fuffered  to  go  to  either : 
and  it  was  with  the  utipoft  difficulty,  that  he  be- 
came qualified  for  his  prefent  removal,  where  he 
ijiay  probably  be  farther  perfecutejl,  and  poffibly 
with  fuccefs,  if  the  firmnefs  of  a  very  .worthy  go* 
yernor,  and  his  own  good  difpofitions  will  not  pre- 
fprve  him,     \  confefs,  J  cannot  but  wifh,  he  may 

♦  kord  Mount-Cafhcl,  bred  at  Pr.  Sheridan's  fchool. 
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go  on  in  the  way  he  began ;  becaufe  I  have  a  cu- 
riofity  to  know  by  fo  lingular  an  experiment,  whe- 
ther  truth,  honour,  juftice,  temperance,  courage, 
and  good  fenfe,  acquired  by  a'fchool  and  college 
education,  may  not  produce  a  very  tolerable  lad, 
although  he  fhould  happen  to  fail  in  one  or  two  of 
thofe  accomplishments,  which,  in  the  general 
vogue,  are  heldxfo  important  to  the  finifhing  of  a 
gentleman. 

It  is  true,  I  have  known  an  academical  educa- 
tion to  have  been  exploded  in  publick  aflemblies ; 
and  have  heard  more  than  one  or  two  perfons  of 
high  rank  declare,  they  could  learn  nothing  more 
at  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  than  to  drink  ale  and 
fmoak  tobacco;  wherein  I  firmly  believed  them, 
and  could  have  added  fome  hundred  examples  from 
my  own  obfervation  in  one  of  thofe  univerfities ; 
but  they  all  were  of  young  heirs  fent  thither  only 
for  form ;  either  from  fchools,  where  they  were 
not  fuffered  by  their  careful  parents  to  ftay  above 
three  months  in  the  year  ;  or  from  under  the  ma- 
nagement of  French  family-tutors,  who  yet  often 
attended  them  to  their  college,  to  prevent  all  poffi- 
bility  of  their  improvement :  but  I  never  yet  knew 
any  one  perfon  of  quality,  who  followed  his  ftudies 
at  the  univerfity,  and  carried  away  his  juft  propor- 
tion of  learning,  that  was  not  ready  upon  all  occa- 
fions  to  celebrate  and  defend  that  courfe  of  educa- 
tion, and  to  prove  a  patron  of  learned  men. 

.  There  is  one  circumftance  in  a  learned  education, 
which  ought  to  have  much  weight,  even  with  thofe 
who  have  no  learning  at  all.     The  books  read  at 
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fchool  and  colleges  are  full  of  incitements  to  virtue, 
and  difcouragements  from  vice,  drawn  from  the 
wifeft  reafons,  the  ftrongeft  motives,  and  the  moft 
influencing  examples.  Thus  young  minds  are  filled 
early  with  an  inclination  to  good,  and  an  abhor- 
rence of  evil,  both  which  encreafe  in  them,  ac- 
cording to  the  advances  they  make  in  literature  j 
and  although  they  may  be,  and  too  often  are,  drawn 
by  the  temptations  of  youth,  and  the  opportunities 
of  a  large  fortune,  into  fome  irregularities,  when 
they  come  forward  into  the  great  world,  yet  it  ia 
ever  with  relu&anqe  and  compunction  of  mind ; 
becaufe  their  bias  to  virtue  ftiU  continues*  They 
may  ftray  fpmetimes,  out  of  infirmity  or  compli-* 
ance  j  but  they  will  foon  return  .to  the  right  road, 
and  keep  it  always  in  view.  I  fpeak  only  of  thofe 
excefles,  which  are  t6o  much  the  attendants  of 
youth  and  warmer  blood ;  for  as  to  the  points  of 
honour,  truth,  juftice,  and  other  noble  gifts  of  the 
mind,  wherein  the  temperature  of  the  body  haa 
no  concern,  they  are  feldom  or  ever  known  to  be 
wild* 

.  I  have  engaged  myfelf  very  unwarily  in  top 
copious  a  fubjeft  for  fo  fhort  a  paper.  The  pre- 
fent  fcope  I  would  aim  at,  is,  to  prove  that  fome 
proportion  of  human  knowledge  appears  requifite 
to  thofe,  who  by  their  birth  or  fortune  are  called 
to  the  making  of  laws,  and  in  a  fubordinate  way  to 
the  execution  of  them ;  and  that  fuch  knowledge 
is  not  to  be  obtained,  without  a  miracle,  under  the 
frequent,  corrupt,  and  fottilh  methods  of  educat- 
ing thofe,  who  are  born  to  wealth  or  titles.      For 
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I  would  have  it  remembered,  that  I  do  by  no  means 
confine  thefe  remarks  to  young  perfons  of  noble 
birth  ;  the  fame  errors  running  through  all  families, 
where  there  is  wealth  enough  to  afford,  that  their 
fons  fat  leaft  the  eldeft)  may  be  good  for  nothing. 
Why  fliould  my  fon  be  a  fcholar,  when  it  is  not 
intended  that  he  fliould  live  by  his  learning  ?  By 
this  rule,  if  what  is  commonly  faid  be  true,  that 
14  money  anfwers  all  things,"  why  fhould  my  fon 
be  honeft,  temperate,  juft,  or  charitable,  fince  he 
has  no  intention  to  depend  upon  any  of  thefe  qua- 
lities for  a  maintenance  ? 

When  all  is  done,  perhaps,  upon  the  whole,  the 
matter  is  not  fo  bad  as  I  would  make  it ;  and  God, 
who  works  gbod  out  of  evil,  adling  only  by  the 
ordinary   courfe  and  rule  of  nature,  permits  this 
continual  circulation  of  human  things,  for  his  own 
unfearchable  ends.     The  father  grows  rich  by  ava- 
rice, injuftice,  oppreflion ;  he  is  a  tyrant  in  the 
neighbourhood  over  flaves  and  beggars,  whom  he 
calls  his  tenants.     Why  fhould  \ie  defire  to  have 
qualities  infufed  into  his  fon,  which  himfelf  never 
poflfefled,  or  knew,  or  found  the  want  of,  in  the 
acquifition  of  his  wealth  ?  The  fon,  bred  in  floth 
and  idlenefs,  becomes  a  fpendthrift,  a  cully,  a  pro- 
fligate^  and  goes  out  of  the  world  a  beggar,  as  his 
father  *  came  in  :  thus  the  former  is  puniihed  for 
his  own  fins,  as  well  as  for  thofe  of  the  latter. 
The  dunghill,    having   railed  a  huge   mufhroom 
of  fliQrt  duration,  is  now  fpread  to  enrich  other 
mens  lands.     It  is  indeed  of  worfe  confequence, 

•  It  fhould  be — c  as  his  father  came  into  it.* 
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where  noble  families  are  gone  to  decay ;  becaufe 
their  titles  and  privileges  outlive  their  eftates :  and 
politicians  tell  us,  that  nothing  is  more  dangerous 
to  the  publick,  than  a  numerous  nobility  with- 
out merit  or  fortune.  But  even  here  God  has 
likewife  prefcribed  fome  remedy  in  the  order  of 
nature ;  fo  many  great  families  coming,  to  an  end, 
by  the  floth,  luxury,  and  abandoned  lufts,  which 
enervated  their  breed  through  6very  fucceffion,  pro- 
ducing gradually  a  more  effeminate  race  wholly 
imfit  for  propagation* 
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T  O    A 

VERY  YOUNG  LADY 

pN    HER 

MARRIAGE. 


Madam, 

THE  hurry  and  impertinence  of  receiving 
and  paying  vifits  on  account  of  your  mar- 
riage being  now  over,  you  are  beginning  to  enter 
into  a  courfe  of  life,  where  you  will  want  much 
advice  to  divert  you  from  falling  into  many  errors, 
fopperies,  and  follies,  to  which  your  fex  is  fbb- 
je£t  I  have  always  borne  an  entire  friendfhip  to 
your  father  and  mother ;  and  the  perfon  they  have 
chofen  for  your  hufband,  has  been  for  fome  years 
paft  my  particular  favourite ;  I  have  long  wifhed 
you  might  come  together,  becaufe  I  hoped,  that 
from  the  goodnefs  of  your  difpofition,  and  by  fol- 
lowing the  counfel  of  wife  friends,  you  might  in 
time  make  yourfelf  worthy  of  hhn.  Your  parents 
jvcre  fo  far  in  the  right,  that  they  did  not  produce 
1  yoij 
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you  much  into  the  world,  whereby  you  avoided 
many  wrong  fteps,  which  others  have  taken,  and 
have  fewer  ill  impreffions  to  oe  removed :  but  they 
failed,  as  it  is  generally  the  cafe,  in  too  much  ne- 
gle&ing  to  cultivate  your  mind ;  without  which,  it 
is  impoffible  to  acquire  or  preferve  the  friendfliip 
and  efteem  of  a  wife  man,  who  foon  grows  weary 
of  a&ing  the  lover,  and  treating  his  wife  like  a 
miftrefs,  but  wants  a  reafonable  companion,  and  a 
true  friend  through  every  ftage  of  his  life.  It  rauft  be 
therefore  your  bufinefs  to  qualify  yourfelf  for  thofe 
offices  j  wherein  I  will  not  fail  to  be  your  directory 
as  long  as  I  fliall  think  you  deferve  it,  by  letting 
you  know  how  you  are  to  a£t,  and  what  you  ought 
to  avoid. 

And  beware  of  defpifing  or  negle&ing  my  in- 
ftru&ions,  whereon  will  depend  not  only  your 
making  a  good  figure  in  the  world,  but  your  own 
real  happinefs,  as  well  as  that  of  the  perfon,  who 
ought  to  be  deareft  to  you. 

I  muft  therefore  defire  you,  in  the  firft  place, 
to  be  very  flow  in  changing  the  modeft  behaviour 
of  a  virgin :  it  is  ufual  in  young  wive3,  before 
they  have  been  many  weeks  married,  to  afliime  a 
bold  forward  look  and  manner  of  talking ;  as  if 
they  intended  to  fignify  in  all  companies,  that  they 
were  no  longer  girls,  and  confequently  that  their 
whole  demeanor,  before  they  got  a  hufband,  was  all 
but  a  countenance  and  conftraint  upon  their  nature ; 
whereas,  I  fuppofe,  if  the  votes  of  wife  men  were 
gathered,  a  very  great  majority  would  be  in  fa-r 
vour  of  thofe  ladies,  who,  after  they  were  entered 
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into  that  ftate,  rather  chofe  to  double  their  portion 
of  modefty  and  refervednefe. 

I  muft  likewife  warn  you  ftri&ly  againft  the  leaft 
degree  of  fondnefs  to  your  hufband  before  any  wit- 
nefs  whatfoever,  even  before  your  neareft  relations, 
or  the  very  maids  of  your  chamber.  This  pro- 
ceeding is  fo  exceeding  odious  and  difguftful  to  all, 
who  have  either  good  breeding  or  good  fenfe,  that 
they  a/fign  two  very  unamiaWe  reafons  for  it  j  the 
one  is  grofs  hypocrify,  and  the  other  has  too  bad  a 
name  to  mention.  If  there  is  any  difference  to  be 
made,  your  hufband  is  the  loweft  perfon  in  com- 
pany, either  at  home  or  abroad,  and  every  gentle- 
man prefent  has  a  better  claim  to  aH  marks  of  civi- 
lity and  diftin&ion  from  you.  Conceal  your  efteem 
and  love  in  your  own  breaft,  and  referve  your  kind 
looks  and  language  for  private  hours,  which  are 
fo  many  in  the  four  and  twenty,  that  they  will 
afford  time  to  employ  a  paffion  as  exalted  as  an^ 
that  was  ever  defcribed  in  a  French  romance. 

Upon  this  head  I  fhould  Kkewife  advife  you  to 
differ  in  pra&ice  from  thofe  ladies,  who  affedt 
abundance  of  uneafinefs,  while  their  hufbands  are 
abroad ;  ftart  with  every  knock  at  the  door,  and 
ring  the  bell  incefifantly  for  the  fervants  to  let  in 
their  matter ;  will  not  eat  a  bit  at  dinner  or  {up- 
per, if  the  hufband  happens  to  ftay  out ;  and  re- 
ceive him  at  his  return  with  fuch  a  medley  of 
chiding  and  kindnefs,  and  eatechifing  him  where 
he  has  been,  that  a  fhrew  from  Billingfgate  would- 
be  a  more  eafy  and  eligible  companion. 
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Of  the  fame  leaven  are  thofe  wives,  who,  whert 
their  hufbands  are  gone  a  joufney,  muft  have  a 
letter  every  poft  upon  pain  of  fits  and  hyftericks ; 
and  a  day  muft  be  fixed  for  their  return  home 
without  the  leaft  allowance  for  bufinefs,  or  fick- 
nefs,  or  accidents,  or  weather :  upon  which  I  can 
only  fay,  that  in  my  obfervation,  thofe  ladies,  who 
are  apt  to  make  the  greateft  clutter  on  fuch  locca- 
fions,  would  liberally  have  paid  a  meflenger  fof 
bringing  them  news,  that  their  hufbands  had  bro- 
ken their  necks  on  the  road. 

You  will  perhaps  be  offended,  when  I  advife 
you  to  abate  a  little  of  that  violent  paffion  for  fine 
cloaths,  fo  predominant  in  your  fex.  It  is  a  little 
hard,  that  ours,  for  whofe  fake  you  wear  them, 
are  not  admitted  to  be  of  your  council,  I  may 
.  venture  to  afTure  you,  that  we  will  make  an  abate- 
ment at  any  time  of  four  pounds  a  yard  in  a  bro- 
cade, if  the  ladies  will  but  allow  a  fuitable  addition 
of  care  in  the  cleanlinefe  and  fweetnefs  of  their  per- 
fons.  For  the  fatyrical  part  of  mankind  will  needs 
believe,  that  it  is  not  impoflible  to  be  very  fine  and 
very  filthy ;  and  that  the  capacities  of  a  lady  are 
fometimes  apt  to  fall  fhort,  in  cultivating  cleanli- 
nefs  and  finery  together.  I  fhall  only  add,  upon 
{q  tender  a  fubjedt,  what  a  pleafant  gentleman  faid 
concerning  a  filly  woman  of  quality  j  that  nothing 
could  make  her  fupportable  but  cutting  off  her 
head,  for  his  ears  were  offended  by  her  tongue, 
and  his  nofe  by  her  hair  and  teeth. 


I  am 


Digitized 


by  Google 


A    YOUNG    LADY.  143 

I  am  wholly  at  a  lofs  how  to  advife  you  in  the 
choice  of  company,  which  however  is  a  point  of  as 
great  Importance  as  any  in  your  life.  If  your  general 
acquaintance  be  among  ladies,  who  are  your  equals 
or  fuperiors,  provided  they  have  nothing  of  what  is 
commonly  called  an  ill  reputation,  you- think  you 
are  fefe  ;  and  this,  in  the  ftyle  of  the  world,  will 
pals  for  good  company.  Whereas,  I  am  afraid  it 
will  be  hard  for  you  to  pick  out  one  female  ac- 
quaintance in  this  town,  from  whom  you  will  not 
be  in  npanifeft  danger  of  contracting  fome  foppery, 
affe&ation,  vanity,  folly,  or  vice.  Your  only  fafe 
way  of  converting  with  them  is,  by  a  firm  refolution 
to  proceed  in  your  practice  and  behaviour  dire&ly 
contrary  to  whatever  they  fhall  fay  or  do:  and 
this  I  take  to  be  a  good  general  rule,  with  very  few 
exceptions.  For  inftance,  in  the  dodrines  they 
ufually  deliver  to  young  married  wo/nen  for  ma- 
naging their  hufbands ;  their  feveral  accounts  of 
their  own  conduit  in  that  particular,  to  recommend 
it  to  your  imitation  j  the  reflexions  they  make 
upon  others  of  their  fex  for  a&ing  differently; 
their  directions,  how  to  come  off  with  vi&ory  upon 
any  difpute  or  quarrel  you  may  have  with  your 
hufband;  the  arts,  by  which  you  maydifcover  and 
pra&ife  upon  his  weak  fide ;  when  to  work  by 
flattery  and  infinuation,  when  to  melt  him  with 
tears,  and  when  to  engage  with  a  high  hand :  in 
thefe,  and  a  thoufand  other  cafes,  it  yrill  be  prudent 
to  retain  as  many  of  their  le&ures  in  your  memory 
as  you  can,  and  then  determine  to  a£t  in  full  op* 
pofition  to  them  alL 
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I  hope,  your  hufband  will  interpofe  his  authority 
to  limit  you  in  the  track  of  vifiting :  half  a  dozen 
fools  are,  in  all  conscience*  as  many  as  you  fhould 
require ;  and  it  will  be  fufficient  for  you  to  fee 
them  twice  a  year ;  for  I  think  the  fafliion  does  not 
exaft,  that  vifits  fhould  be  paid  to  friends, 

I  advife,  that  your  company  at  home  (hould 
confift  of  men,  rather  than  women,  To  fay  the 
truth,  I  never  yet  knew  a  tolerable  woman  to  be 
fond  of  her  own  fex.  I  confefs  when  both  are 
mixcci  and  well  chofen*  and  put  their  beft  qualities 
forward,  there  may  be  an  intercourfe  of  civility  and 
good-will  j  which,  with  the  addition  of  fome  degree 
of  fenfe,  can  niake  convocation  or  any  amufement 
agreeable.  But  a  knot  of  ladies,  got  together  by 
themfehres,  is  a  very  fchool  of  impertinence  and 
detra&ion,  and  it  is  well'  if  thofe  be  the  worft 

Let  your  mei*-acquaintance  be  of  your  hufband's 
choiccvand  not  recommended  tp  you  by  any  fhe-com- 
pamoris ;  becaufe  they  will  certainly  fix  a  coxcomb 
ujJon  yout  and  it  will  coft  you  fome  time  and  pains, 
before  you  can  arrive  at  the  knowledge  of  diftin- 
guifhing  fuch  a  one  from  a  man  of  fenfe. 

Never  take  a  favourite  waiting-maid  into  your 
cabinet-council,  to  entertain  you  wkh  hiftories  of 
thofe  ladies,  whom  fhe  has  formerly  ferved,  of 
their  diverfions  and  their  dreffes  j  to  infinuate  how 
great  a  fortune  you  brought,  and  how  little  you  are 
allowed  to  fquaader ;  to  appeal  to  he*  from  your 
hufband,  and  to  be  determined  by  her  judgment, 
becaufe  you  are  fure  it  will  be  always  for  you  ;  to 
receive  and  difcard  fervants  by  her  approbation  or 
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diflike;  to  engage  you,  by  her  infinuations,  in 
mifunderftandings  with  your  beft  friends;  to  re-* 
prefent  all  things  in  falfe  colours,  and  to  be  the 
common  emiflary  of  fcandal. 

But  the  grand  affair  of  your  life  will  be  to  gaia 
and  preferve  the  friendfhip   and  efteem  of  your 
hufband.    You  are  married  to  a  man  of  good  educa-^ 
tion  and  learning,  of  an  excellent  underftanding, 
and  an  exad  tafte*     It  is  true,  and  it  is  happy  for 
you,  that  thefe  qualities  in  him  are  adorned  with 
great  modefty,  a  moft  amiable  fweetnefs  of  temper, 
and  an  unufual  difpofition  to  fobriety  and  virtue  : 
but  neither  good-nature  nor  virtue  will  fuffer  him 
to  efteem  you  againft  his  judgment ;  and  although 
he  is  not  capable  of  ufing  you  ill,  yet  you  will  in 
time  grow  a  thing  indifferent,   and  perhaps  con- 
temptible ;  unlefs  you  can  fupply  the  lois  of  youth 
and  beauty,    with  more  durable  qualities.      You 
have  but  a  very  few  years  to  be  young  and  hand- 
fome  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  ;  and  as  few  months 
to  be  lb  in  the  eyes  of  a  hufband,  who  is  not  a  fool ; 
for  I  hope  you  do  not  ftill  dream  of  charms  and 
raptures,  which  marriage  ever  did,  and  ever  will, 
put  a  fudden  end  to.     Befides,  yours  was  a  match 
of  prudence  and  common  good  liking,   without 
any  mixture  of  that  ridiculous  paffion,  which  has 
no  being  but  in  play-books  and  romances. 

You  muft  therefore  ufe  all  endeavours  to  attain 
to  fome  degree  of  thofe  accomplishments,  which 
your  hufband  moll  values  in  other  people,  and  for 
which  he  is  moft  valued  himfelf.  You  muft  im- 
prove your  mind  by  clofely  purlin  n^  fuch  a  method 
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of  ftudy,  as  I  (hall  direft  or  approve  of.  You 
muft  get  a  colle&ion  of  hiftory  and  travels,  which 
I  will  recommend  to  you,  and  fpend  fome  hours 
every  day  in  reading  them,  and  making  extra&s 
from  them,  if  your  memory  be  weak.  You  muft 
invite  perfons  of  knowledge  and  underftanding  to 
an  acquaintance  with  you,  by  whofe  conversation 
you  may  learn  to  correct  your  tafte  and  judgment ; 
and  when  you  can  bring  yourfelf  to  Comprehend 
and  relifli  the  good  fenfe  of  others,  you  will  arrive 
in  time  to  think  rightly  yourfelf,  and  to  become  a 
reafonable  and  agreeable  companion*  This  muft 
produce  in  your  hufband  a  true  rational  love  and 
efteem  for  you,  which  old  age  will  not  diminifh. 
He  will  have  a  regard  for  your  judgment  and  opi- 
nion in  matters  of  the  greateft  weight;  you  will  be 
able  to  entertain  each  other  without  a  third  perfon 
to  relieve  you  by  finding  difcourfe.  The  endow- 
ments of  your  mind  will  even  make  your  perfon 
more  agreeable  to  him ;  and  when  you  are  alone, 
your  time  will  not  lie  heavy  upon  your  hands, 
for  want  of  fome  trifling  amufements. 

As  little  refpeft  as  I  have  for  the  generality  of 
your  fex,  it  has  fometimes  moved  me  with  pity  to 
fee  the  lady  of  the  houfe  forced  to  withdraw  im~ 
mediately  after  dinner,  and  this  in  families  where 
there  is  not  much  drinking ;  as  if  it  were  an  efta- 
blifhed  maxim,  that  women  are  uncapable  of  all 
converfation.  In  a  room  where  both  fexes  meet,  if 
the  men  are  difcourfing  upon  any  general  fubjeft, 
the  ladies  never  think  it  their  bufinefs  to  partake  in 
what  paffes,  but  in  a  feparate  club  entertain  each 
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other  with  the  price  and  choice  of  lace,  and  filk, 
and  what  drefles  they  liked  or  difapproved  at  the 
church  or  the  play-houfe.  And  when  you  are 
among  yourfelves,  how  naturally,  tfter  the  firft 
compliments,  do  you  apply  your  hands  to  each 
others  lappets,  and  ruffles,  and  mantuas ;  as  if  the 
whole  bufinefs  of  your  lives,  and  the  publick  con* 
cern  of  the  world,  depended  upon  the  cut  or  co- 
lour of  your  drefles.  As  divine*  fay,  that  fome  people 
take  more  pains  to  be  damned,  than  it  would  coft 
them  to  be  faved ;  fo  your  fex  employs  more  thought, 
memory,  and  application  to  be  fools,  than  would 
ferve  to  make  them  wife  and  ufeful.  When  I  re- 
fled  on  this,  I  cannot  conceive  you  to  be  human 
creatures,  but  a  fort  of  fpecies  hardly  a  degree 
above  a  monkey ;  who  has  more  diverting  tricks 
than  any  of  you,  is  an  animal  lefs  mifchievous  and 
expenfive,  might  in  time  be  a  tolerable  critick  in 
velvet  and  brocade,  and,  for  aught  I  know,  would 
equally  become  them, 

I  would  have,  you  look  upon  finery  as  a  neceflary 
folly ;  which  all  great  ladies  did,  whom  I  have 
ever  known  :  I  do  not  defire  you  to  be  out  of  the 
fafhion,  but  to  be  the  laft  and  lead  in  it.  I  ex- 
pedt,  that  your  drefs  Ihall  be  one  degree  lower  than 
your  fortune  can  afford ;  and  in  your  own  heart  I 
would  wifh  you  to  be  an  utter  contemner  of  all 
diftin&ions,  which  a  finer  petticoat  can  give  you ; 
becaufe,  it  will  neither  make  you  richer,  hand- 
fomer,  younger,  better-natured,  more  virtuous  or 
wife,  than  if  it  hung  upon  a  peg. 
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If  you  are  in  company  with  men  of  learning, 
though  they  happen  to  difcourfe  of  arts  and  fci- 
ences  out  of  your  compafs,  yet  you  will  gather 
more  advantage  by  liftening  to  them,  than  from 
all  the  nonfenfe  and  frippery  of  your  own  fex  ;  but 
if  they  be  men  of  breeding,  as  well  as  learning, 
they  will  feldom  engage  in  any  converfation,  where 
you  ought  not  to  be  a  hearer,  and  in  time  have  your 
part.  If  they  talk  of  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of 
the  feveral  kingdoms  of  Europe,  of  travels  into  re- 
moter nations,  of  the  ftate  of  your  own  country, 
or  of  the  great  men  and  a&ions  of  Greece  and 
Rome;  if  they -give  their  judgment  upon  Englifh 
and  French  writers  either  in  verfe  or  profe,  or  of 
the  nature  and  Kmits  of  virtue  and  vice;  it  is  a 
fhame  for  an  Englifh  lady  not  to  relifh  fuch  dif- 
courfes,.  not  to  improve  by  them,  and  endeavour  by 
reading  and  information  to  have  her  fhare  in  thofe 
entertainments,  rather  than  turn  afide,  as  it  is  the 
ufual  cuftom,  and  confult  with  the  woman,  who 
(its  next  her,  about  a  new  cargo  of  fans. 

It  is  a  little  hard,  that  not  One  gentleman's 
daughter  in  a  thoufand  fhould  be  brought  to  read 
or  underftand  her  own  natural  tongue,  or  to  be 
judge  of  the  eafieft  books,  that  are  written  in  it ; 
as  any  one  may  find,  who  can  have  the  patience  to 
hear  them,  when  they  are  difpofed  to  mangle  a  play 
or  a  novel ;  where  the  leaft  word  out  of  the  com- 
mon road  is  fure  to  difconcert  them,  and  it  is  no 
wonder,  when  they  are  not  fo  much  as  taught  to 
fpell  in  their  childhood,  nor  can  ever  attain  to  it  in 
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their  whole  lives.  I  advife  you  therefore  to  read 
aloud,  more  or  lefs,  every  day  to  your  hufband,  if 
he  will  permit  you,  or  to  any  other  friend  (but  not 
a  female  one)  who  is  able  to  fet  you  right ;  and  as 
for  fpelling,  you  may  compafs  it  in  time  by 'making 
cdledions  from  the  books  you  read. 

I  know  very  well,  that  thofe  who  are  commonly 
called  learned  women,  have  loft  all  manner  of  credit 
by  their  impertinent  talkativenefs  and  conceit  of 
themfelves ;  but  there  is  an  eafy  remedy  for  thisi 
if  you  once  confidfer,  that  after  all  the  pains  you 
may  be  at,  you  never  can  arrive  in  point  of  learn- 
ing to  the  perfe&ion  of  a  ichool-boy.  The  read- 
ing I  would  advife  you  to,  is  only  for  improve- 
ment of  your  own  good  fenfe,  which  will  never 
fail  of  being  mended  by  difcretion.  It  is  a  wrong 
method,  and  ill  choice  of  books,  that  makes  fliofe 
learned  ladies  juft  fo  much  the  worfe  for  what  they 
have  read :  and  therefore  it  fhall  be  my  care  to 
direft  you  better,  a  tafk  for  which  I  take  myfelf  to 
be  not  ill  qualified  ;  becaufc  I  have  fpent  more  time, 
and  have  had  more  opportunities  than  many  others, 
to  obferve  and  difcover,  from  what  fources  the  va- 
rious follies  of  women  are  derived. 

Pray  obferve,  how  infignificant  things  are  the 
common  race  of  ladies,  when  they  have  pafled 
their  youth  and  beauty  ;  how  contemptible  they 
appear  to  the  men,  and  yet  more  contemptible  to 
the  younger  part  of  their  own  fex  ;  and  have  no 
relief,  but  in  paffing  their  afternoons  in  vifits,  where 
they  are  never  acceptable  ;  and  their  evenings  at 
cards  among  each  other  ;  while  the  former  part  of 
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the  day  is  fpent  in  fpleen  and  envy,  or  in  vain  en- 
deavours to  repair  by  art  and  drefs  the  ruins  of 
time.  Whereas  I  have  known  ladies  at  fixty,  to 
whom  all  the  polite  part  of  the  court  and  town 
paid  their  addreffes  without  any  farther  view,  than 
that  of  enjoying  the  pleafure  of  their  converfation, 

I  am  ignorant  of  any  one  quality,  that  is  amiable 
in  a  man,  which  is  not  equally  fo  in  a  woman:  I 
do  not  except  even  modefty  and  gentlenefs  of  rup- 
ture. Nor  do  I  know  one  vice  or  folly,  which  is 
not  equally  deteftable  in  both.  There  is  indeed  one 
infirmity,  which  is  generally  allowed  you,  I  mean 
{hat  of  cowardice;  yet  there  fhould  feem  to  be  fome- 
fhing  very  capricious,  that  when  women  profefi 
their  admiration  for  a  cploiiei  or  4  captain,  on  ac? 
count  of  his  valour,  they  fhpuld  fancy  M  a  very 
graceful  becoming  quality  ip.  thejnfelves,  to  be 
afraid  of  their  own  fhadpws;  to  fcream  in  $ 
barge,  when  the  weather  is  calmeft,  or  in  a  coach 
at  the  ring  ;  to  run  from  a  cow  at  a  hundred  yards 
diftance  j  to  fall  into  fits  at  the  fight  of  a  fpider, 
an  earwig,  or  a  frog.  At  leaft,  if  cowardice  be  a 
fign  of  cruelty,  (as  it  U  generally  granted)  I  can 
hardly  think  it  an  accomplifhment  fo  definable,  a$ 
fo  be  thought  wprth  improving  by  affe&atiop. 

And  as  the  fame  virtues  equally  become  both 
fexes,  fo  there  is  no  quality,  whereby  women  en- 
deavour to  diftinguifh  then^felves  from  men,  for 
which  they  are  not  juft  fo  much  the  worfef  ex- 
cept that  only  of  refervednefs ;  which,  however,  as 
you  generally  manage  it,  is  nothing  elfe  but  affec- 
{atjon  or  hypocrify.  For,  as  you  cannot  too  much 
§  '%        difcountenancc 
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difcountenance  thofe  of  our  fetf,  who  prefume  to 
take  unbecoming  liberties  before  you  j  fo  you  ought 
to  be  wholly  unconitrained  in  the  company  of  de- 
ferving  men,  when  you  have  had  fufficient  expe- 
rience of  their  difcretion. 

There  is  never  wanting  in  this  town  a  trib*  of 
bold,  fw^ggering,  rattling  ladies,  whofe  talents  pafs 
among  coxcombs  for  wit  and  humour  $  their  ex- 
cellency lies  in  rude  fhocking  expreffions,  and  what 
they  call  running  a  man  down.  If  a  gentleman  in 
their  company  happens  to  have  any  blemifli  in  his 
birth  or  perfon,  if  any  misfortune  has  befallen  his 
family  or  himfelf,  for  which  he  is  afhamed,  they 
will  be  fure  to  give  him  broad  hints  of  it  without 
any  provocation.  I  would  recommend  you  to  the 
acquaintance  of  a  common  proftitute,  rather  than  to 
that  of  fuch  termagants  as  thefe.  I  have  often 
thought,  that  no  man  is  obliged  to  fuppofe  fuch 
creatures  to  be  women,  but  to  treat  them  like  in<- 
folent  rafcals  difguifed  in  female  habits,  who  ought 
to  be  ftript  and  kicked  down  flairs. 

I  will  add  one  thing,  although  it  -be  a  little  out 
of  pls^ee,  which  is  to  defire,  that  you  will  learn  to 
value  and  efteem  your  hufband  for  thofe  good  qua* 
lities,  wjuch  he  really  poflefles,  and  not  to  fancy 
others  in  him,  which  he  certainly  has  not.  For, 
although  this  latter  is  generally  understood  to  be  a 
mark  of  love,  yet  it  is  indeed  nothing  but  affecta- 
tion or  ill  judgment.  It  is  true,  he  wants  fo  very 
few  accomplifhments,  that  you  are  in  no  great  dan* 
ger  of  erring  on  this  fide ;  but  my  caution  is  occa- 
lioned  by  a  lady  of  your  acquaintance,  married  to 
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a  very  valuable  perfon,  whom  yet  fhe  is  fo  unfor- 
tunate, as  to  be  always  commending  for  thofe  per- 
fections, to  which  he  can  leaft  pretend. 
-  I  can  give  you  no  advice  upon  the  article  of 
expence ;  only  I  think,  you  ought  to  be  well-in- 
foxmed  how  much  your  hufbaad's  revenue  amounts 
to,  and  be  fo  good  a  computer,  as  to  keep  within 
it  in  that  p&rt  of  the  management,  which  falls  to 
your  fhare ;  and  not  to  put  yourfelf  in  the  number 
of  thofe  politick  ladies,  who  think  they  gain  a  great 
point,  when  they  have  teazed  their  hufbands  to 
buy  them  a  new  equipage,  a  laced  head,  or  a  fine 
petticoat,  without  once  confidering  what  long  fcores 
remain  unpaid  to  the  butcher. 

I  defire  you  will  keep  this  letter  in  your  cabinet, 
and  often  examine  impartially  your  whole  condudl 
by  it :  and  fo  God  blefs  you,  and  make  you  a  fair 
example  to  your  fex,  and  a  perpetual  comfort  to 
your  hufband  and  your  parents.  I  am,  with  great 
truth  and  affe&ion, 

Madam, 

Your  moft  faithful  friend, 
and  humble  fervant. 
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THERE  is  a  certain  perfon  lately  arrived  at 
this  city,  of  whom  it  is  very  pr<5per  the  world 
fhould  be  informed.  His  chara&er  may  perhaps 
be  thought  very  inconfiftent,  improbable,  and  un- 
natural ;  however  I  intend  to  draw  it  with  the  ut- 
moft  regard  to  truth.  This  I  am  the  better  quali- 
fied to  do,  becaufe  he  is  a  fort  of  dependant  upon 
our  family,  and  alraoft  of  the  fame  age  ;  though  I 
cannot  dire&ly  &y,  I  have  ever  feen  him.  He  is 
a  native  of  this  country,  and  has  lived  long  among 
us ;  but  what  appears  wonderful,  and  hardly  cre- 
dible, was  never  feen  before,  by  any  mortal. 

It  is  true  indeed,  he  always  choofes  the  lowed 
place  in  company;  and  contrives  it  fo,  to  keep  out 
of  fight.  It  is  reported  however,  that  in  his 
younger  days  he  was  frequently  expofed  to  view, 
hut  always  againft  his  will,  and  was  fure  to  fmart 
for  it. 

As  to  his  family,  he  came  into  the  world  a 
younger  brother,  being  of  fix  children  the  fourth 
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order  of  ( i )  birth  ;  of  which  the  eldeft  is  now  head 
of  the  houfe ;  the  fecond  and  third  carry  arms  ;  but 
the  two  youngeft  are  only  footmen :  fome  indeed 
add,  that  he  has  likewife  a  twin-brother,  who  lives 
over  againft  him  and  keeps  a  (2)  vi&ualling-houfe  ; 
he  has  the  reputation  to  be  a  clofe,  griping,  fqueez- 
ing  fellow ;  and  that  when  his  bags  are  full,  he  is 
often  needy ;  yet  when  the  fit  takes  him,  as  faft  as 
he  gets,  he  lets  it  fly. 

When  in  office,  no  one  difcharges  hhnfelf,  or 
does  his  bufinefs  better.  He  has  fometimes  ftrained 
hard  for  an  honeft  livelihood  j  and  never  got  a  bit, 
till  every  body,  elfe  had  done. 

One  pra&lce  appears  very  blameable  in  him; 
that  every  morning  he  privately  frequents  unclean 
hQufes,  where  any  modeft  perfon  would  blufh  to  be 
feen.  And  although  this  be  generally  known,  yet 
the  world,  as  cenforious  as  it  is,  has  been  fo  kijid 
to  Qverlook  this  infirmity  in  him.  To  (leal  impar- 
tially, it  muft  be  granted  that  he  is  too  great  a  lovey 
of  himfelf,  and  very  often  confults  his  own  eafe,  at 
the  expence  of  his  beft  friends :  but  this  is  one  of 
His  blind-fides  j  and  the  beft  of  men  I  fear  are  aot 
without  them. 

He  has  been  conftituted  by  the  higher  powers  in 
the  ftation  of  receiver-general,  in  which  employ- 
ment fome  have  cenfured  him  for  playing  faft  and 
loofe.  He  is  likewife  overfeer  of  the  golden  mines, 
which  he  daily  infpedts,  when  his  health  will  per- 
mit him. 

He  was  long  bred  under  a  (3)  mafter  of  arts, 
who  inftilled  good  principles  into  him,  but  thefe 
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were  foon  corrupted.  I  know  not  whether  this  de- 
ferves  mention ;  fhat  he  is  fo  very  capricious,  as  to 
take  it  for  an  equal  affront,  to  talk  either  of  kifling 
or  kicking  him,  which  has  occafioned  a  thoufand 
quarrels  :  however  no  body  was  ever  fo  great  a  fuf- 
ferer  for  faults,  which  he  neither  was,  nor  poffibly 
could  be  guilty  of. 

In  his  religion  he  has  thus  much  of  the  quaker, 
that  he  (lands  always  covered,  even  in  the  prefence 
of  the  king;  in  moft  other  points  a  perfe&  (4)  ido- 
later, although  he  endeavours  to  conceal  it  j  for  he  is 
known  to  offer  daily  Sacrifices  to  certain  fubterra- 
neous  nymphs,  whom  he  worfhips  in  an  humble 
pofture,  prone  on  his  face,  and  ftript  ftark  naked ; 
and  fo  leaves  his  offerings  behind  him,  which  the 
{5)  priefts  of  thofe  goddeffes  are  careful  enough  to 
remove,  upon  certain  feafons,  with  the  utmoft  pri- 
vacy at  midnight,  and  from  thence  maintain  them- 
felves  and  families.     In  all  urgent  neceffities  and 
preffures,  he  applies  himfelf  to  thefe  deities,  and 
fometimes  even  in  the  ftreets  and  high- ways,  from 
an  opinion  that  thofe  powers  have  an  influence  in 
all  places,  although  their  peculiar  refidence  be  ia 
caverns  under  ground.     Upon  thefe  occafions,  the 
faireft  ladies  will   not  refufe  to  lend  their  hands  to 
affift  him :  for,  although  they  are  afhamed  to  have 
him  feen  in  their  company,  or  even  fo  much  as  to 
hear  him  named ;  yet  it  is  well  known,  that  he  is 
one  of  their  conftant  followers. 

In  politicks,  he  always  fubmits  to  what  is  upper- 
f^oft  j  but  he  perufes  pamphlets  on  both  fides  with 
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great  knpariality,  though  feldom  till  every  body 
dfe  has  done  with  them. 

His  learning  is  of  a  mixed  kind,  and  he  may 
properly  be  called  a  bdho  l$brorumy  or  another  Ja- 
cobus de  Voragine ;  though  his  ftudies  are  chiefly 
confined  to  fchoohnen,  commentators,  and  Ger- 
man divines,  together  with  modern  poetry  and  cri- 
ticks :  and  he  is  an  atomick  philofopher,  ftrongly 
maintaining  a  void  in  nature,  which  he  Teems  to 
have  fairly  proved  by  many  experiments. 

I  {hall  now  proceed  to  defcribe  feme  peculiar  qua- 
lities, which,  in  feveral  inftances*  feem  to  diftin- 
guifh  this  perfon  from  the  common  race  of  other 
mortals. 

His  grandfather  was  a  member  of  the  rump  par- 
liament, as  the  grandfbn  i6  of  the  prefent,  where  he 
often  rifes,  fometimes  grumbles,  but  never  fpeaks, 
However  he  lets  nothing  pafs  willingly,  but  what 
is  well  digefted.  His  courage  is  indifputable,  for 
he  will  take  the  boldeft  man  alive  by  the  nofe. 

He  is  generally  the  firft  a-bed  in  the  family,  and 
the  laft  up  ;  which  is  to  be  lamented ;  becaufe  when 
lie  happens,  to  rife  before  the  reft,  it  has  been 
thought  to  forebode  fome  good  fortune  to  his  fu- 
periors. 

As  wifdora  is  acquired  by  age,  fo,  by  every  new 
(6)  wrinkle  in  his  face,  he  is  reported  to  gain  fome 
new  knowledge. 

In  him  we  may  obferve  the  true  effedts  and  con- 
fequences  of  tyranny  in  a  ftate:  for,  as  he  is  a 
great  oppreflbr  of  all  below  him,  fo  there  is  no- 
body more  opprefled  by  thofe  above  him ;  yet,  in 
2  his 
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his  time,  he  has  been  fo  highly  in  favour,  that 
many  illuftrious  perfons  have  been  entirely  indebted 
to  him  for  their  preferments. 

He  has  difcovered,  from  his  own  experience,  the 
true  point  wherein  all  human  a&ions,  projects, 
and  defigns  do  chiefly  terminate ;  and  how  mean 
and  fordid  they  are  at  the  bottom. 

It  behoves  the  puhlick  to  keep  him  quiet ;  for 
his  frequent  murmurs  are  a  certain  fign  of  inteftine 
tumults. 

No  philofopher  ever  lamented  more  the  luxury, 
for  which  thefe  nations  are  fo  juftly  taxed  ;  it  has 
been  known  to  coft  him  (7)  tears  of  blood  :  for  in 
his  own  nature  he  is  far  from  being  profufe ;  though 
indeed  he  never  (lays  a  night  at  a  gentleman's 
houfe,  without  leaving  fomething  behind  him. 

He  receives  with  great  fubmiflion  whatever  his 
patrons  think  fit  to  give  him  ;  and  when  they  lay 
heavy  burdens  upon  him,  which  is  frequently 
enough,  he  gets  rid  of  them  as  foon  as  he  can ; 
but  not  without  fome  labour,  and  much  grum- 
bling. 

He  is  a  perpetual  hanger-on  ;  yet  nobody  knows 
how  to  be  without  him.  He  patiently  fufiers  him- 
felf  to  be  kept  under,  but  loves  to  be  well  ufed,  and 
in  that  cafe  will  facrifice  his  vitals  to  give  you  eafe : 
and  he  has  hardly  one  acquaintance,  for  whom  he 
has  not  been  bound ;  yet,  as  far  as  we  can  find, 
was  never  known  to  lofe  any  thing  by  it. 

He  is  obferved  to  be  very  (8)  unquiet  in  the 
company  of  a  Frenchman  in  new  cloaths,  or  a 
young  coquette. 
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He  is,  in  fhort,  the  fubjed  of  much  mirth  and 
raillery,  which  he  feems  to  take  well  enough; 
though  it  has  not  been  obferved,  that  ever  any 
good  thing  came  from  himfelf. 

There  is  fo  general  an  opinion  of  his  juftice,  that 
fometimes  very  hard  cafes  are  left  to  his  decifion : 
'and  while  he  fits  upon  them,  he  carries  himfelf  ex- 
a&ly  even  between  both  fides,  except  where  fome 
knotty  point  arifes  ;  and  then  he  is  obferved  to  lean 
a  little  to  the  right  or  left,  as  the  matter  inclines  him ; 
but  his  reafons  for  it  are  fo  manifeft  and  convincing, 
.that  every  man  approves  them* 

POSTSCRIPT. 

<}entlb  Reader, 

THOUGH  I  am  not  infenfiblc  how  many'thoufand  pcrfom 
have  been,  and  ftill  arc,  with  great  dexterity  handling 
this  fubje&,  and  no  lefs  aware  of  what  infinite  reams  of  paper 
"have  been  laid  out  upon  it ;  however,  in  my  opinion  no  man 
living  has  touched  it  with  greater  nicety,  and  more  delicate 
turns,  than  our  author.  But,  becaufe  there  is  fome  intended 
obfeurity  in  this  relation  ;  and  curiofity,  inquifltive  of  fecrets, 
may  poffibly  not  enter  into  the  bottom  and  depth  of  the  fubjeft, 
it  was  thought  not  improper  to  take  off  the  veil,  and  gain  the 
reader's  favour  by  inlarging  his  iniight.  Ars  enim  non  habit 
inimicum>  niji  ignorantem.  It  is  well  known,  that  it  has  been  the 
policy  of  all  times,  to  deliver  down  important  fubje£ts  by  em- 
blem and  riddle,  and  not  to  fuffer  the  knowledge  of  truth  to  be 
derived  to  us  in  plain  and  fimple  terms,  which  are  generally  as 
foon  forgotten  as  conceived.  For  this  reafon,  the  heathen  re. 
ligion  is  moftly  couched  under  mythology.  For  the  like  reafoa 
(this  being  a  Fundamental  in  its  kind)  the  author  has  thought 
fit  to  wrap  up  his  treafure  in  clean  linen,  which  it  is  our  bufinefs 
to  lay  open,  and  fet  in  a  due  light ;  for  I  have  obferved,  upon 
any  accidental  difcovery,  the  leaft  glimpfe  has  given  a  great  di- 
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terfion  to  the  eager  fpe&ator,  as  many  ladies  could  teftify,  were 
it  proper,  or  the  cafe  would  admit. 

The.  politeft  companies  have  vouchafed  to  fmile  at  the  hire 
name ;  and  fome  people  of  fafhion  have  been  fo  little  fcrupulous 
of  bringing  it  in  play,  that  it  was  the  ufual  faying  of  a  knight 
and  jl  man  of  good  breeding,  that  whenever  he  rofe,  his  a-fe 
rofe  with  him. 

NOTES. 

( 1)  He  alludes  to  the  manner  of  our  birth,  the  head  and  arms 
appears  before  the  pofteriors  and  the  two  feet,  which  he  calls 
the  footmen. 

( 1 )  Vi£ualling-houfe.  ]  The  belly,  which  receives  and  digefts 
our  nourifhment. 

(3)  Mailer  of  arts,  j  Perfius  :  magljler  trtts,  ingemiqtu  lar- 
giter  venttr. 

(4)  Idolater.]  Alludes  to  the  fecrifices  offered  by  the  Romans 
to  the  goddefs  Cloacina. 

{5)  Priefts-3  Gold-finders,  who  perform  their  office  in  the 
night-time  :  buf  our  author  farther  feems  to  have  an  eye  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  heathen  priefts  ftealing,  the  offerings  in  the  night; 
of  which  fee  more  in  the  ftory  of  Bell  and  the  Dragon. 

(6)  Wrinkle.]  Thi*  refers  to  a  proverb — you  have  one 
wrinkle  in  your  a-fe  more  than  you  had  before. 

(7)  Tears  of  blood.]  Haemorrhoids,  according  to  the  phy- 
sicians, are  a  frequent  confequence  of  intemperance. 

(8)  Unquiet.]  Their  tails  being  generally  obferved  to  be  moft 
•«ftWs. 
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That    ever   the  World    wonder'd   at. 

For  all  Persons  of  Quality  and  Others. 

NEWLY  arrived  at  this  city  of  Dublin,  the 
famous  artift  John  Emanuel  Schoitz,  who, 
to  the  great  furprfce  and  fatisfa&ion  of  all  fpec- 
tators,  is  ready  to  do  the  following  wonderful  per- 
formances ;  the  like  before  never  feen  in  this  king- 
dom. 

He  will  heat  a  bar  of  iron  red  hot,  and  thruft  it 
into  a  barrel  of  gunpowder  before  all  the  company, 
and  yet  it  fhall  not  take  fire. 

He  lets  any  gentleman  charge  a  blunderbufs  with 
the  fame  gunpowder,  and  twelve  leaden  bullets, 
which  blunderbufs  the  faid  artift  difcharges  full  in 
the  face  of  the  faid  company,  without  the  leaft 
hurt,  the  bullets  flicking  in  the  wall  behind  them. 

He  takes  any  gentleman's  own  fword,  and  runs 
it  througli  the  faid  gentleman's  body,  fo  that  the 
point  appears  bloody  at  the  back  to  all  the  fpee- 
tators  j  then  he  takes  out  the  fword,  wipes  it  clean, 
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ahd  returns  it  to  the  owner,  who  receives  no  man- 
ner of  hurt. 

He  takes  a  pot  of  fcalding  oil,  and  throws  it  by 
great  ladles-full  dire&ly  at  the  ladies,  without 
fpoiling  their  cloaths  or  burning  their  fkins. 

He  takes  any  perfon  of  quality's  child  from  two 
years  old  to  fix,  and  lets  the  child's  own  father  or 
mother  take  a  pike  in  their  hands  ;  then  the  artift 
takes  the  child  in  his  arms,  and  tofles  it  upon  the 
point  of  the  pike,  where  it  flicks  to  the  great  fatis- 
fa&ion  of  all  fpe&ators ;  and  is  then  taken  off  with- 
out fo  much  as  a  hole  in  his  coat. 

He  mounts  upon  a  fcafFold  juft  over  the  fpe&a- 
tors,  and  from  thence  throws  down  a  great  quan- 
tity of  large  tiles  and  ftones,  which  fall  like  fo  many 
pillows,  without  fo  much  as  difcompofing  either 
perukes  or  head-drefles. 

He  ti&es  any  perfon  of  quality  up  to  the  faid 
fcafFold,  which  perfon  pulls  off  his  fhoes,  and  leaps 
nine  foot  dire£Uy  down  on  a .  board  prepared  on 
purpofe,  full  of  fharp  fpikes  fix  inches  long,  with- 
out hurting  his  feet  or  damaging  his  (lockings. 

He  places  the  faid  board  on  a  chair,  upon  which 
a  lady  fits  down  with  another  lady  in  her  lap, 
while  the  fpikes,  inftead  of  entering  into  the  Under 
lady's  flefh,  will  feel  like  a  velvet  cufhion. 

He  takes  any  perfon  of  quality's  footman,  ties  % 
rope  about  his  bare  neck,  and  draws  him  up  by 
pullies  to  the  cieling,  and  there  keeps  him  hanging 
as  long  as  his  mailer  or  the  company  pleafes,  the 
faid  footman,  to  the  wonder  and  delight  of  all  be- 
holders, having  a  pot  of  ale  in  one  hand  and  a  pipe 
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in  the  other ;  and  when  he  is  let  down,  there  will 
not  appear  the  leaft  mark  of  the  cord  about  his 
neck. 

He  bids  a  lady's  maid  put  her  finger  into  a  cup 
of  clear  liquor  like  water,  upon  which  her  face  and 
both  her  hands  are  immediately  withered  like  an 
old  woman  of  fourfcore  ;  her  belly  fwells  as  if  fhe 
were  within  a  week  of  her  time,  and  her  legs  are 
as  thick  as  mill-pofts  :  but  upon  putting  her  finger 
into  another  cup,  fhe  becomes  as  young  and  hand- 
fome  as  fhe  was  before. 

He  gives  any  gentleman  leave  to  drive  forty 
twelve-penny  nails  up  to  the  head  in  a  porter's 
backfide,  and  then  places  the  faid  porter  on  a  load- 
ftone  chair,  which  draws  out  every  nail,  and  the 
porter  feels  no  pain. 

He  likewife  draws  the  teeth  of  half  a  dozen  gen- 
tlemen, mixes  and  jumbles  them  in  a  hat,  gives 
any  perfon  leave  to  blindfold  him,  and  returns  each 
their  own,  and  fixes  them  as  well  as  ever. 

With  his  fore-finger  and  thumb,  he  thrufts  fe- 
veral  gentlemen's  and  lady's  eyes  out  of  their  heads, 
without  the  leaft  pain,  at  which  time  they  fee  an 
unfpeakable  number  of  beautiful  colours  j  and  after 
they  are  entertained  to  the  full,  he  places  them 
again  in  their  proper  fockets,  without  any  damage 
to  the  fight. 

He  lets  any  gentleman  drink  a  quart  of  hot 
melted  lead,  and  by  a  draught  of  prepared  liquor, 
of  which  he  takes  part  himfelf,  he  makes  the  faid 
lead  pafs  through  the  faid  gentleman,  before  all  the 
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fpe&ators,  without  any  damage  ;  after  which  it  is 
produced  in  a  cake  to  the  company. 

With  many  other  wonderful  performances  of  art, 
too  tedious  here  to  mention. 

The  faid  artift  has  performed  before  mod  kings 
and  princes  in  Europe  with  great  applaufe. 

He  performs  every  day  (except  Sundays)  from 
ten  of  the  clock  to  one  in  the  forenoon  ;  and  from 
four  till  feven  in  the  evening,  at  the  new  inn  in 
Smithfield. 

The  firft  feat  a  Britifh  crown,  the  fecond  a  Britifh 
half-crown,  and  the  loweft  a  Britifli  fhilling. 

N.  B.  The  bed  hands  in  town  are  to  play  at  the 
laid  fhow. 
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NUMBER      LXVI. 

Saturday,  September  10,  1709. 

Will's  Coffee-Houie,  Sept.  9. 

THE  fubjeft  of  the  difcourfe  this  evening  was 
Eloquence  and  graceful  A&ion.  Lyfander, 
who  is  fomething  particular  in  his  way  of  thinking 
and  fpeaking,  told  us,  a  man  could  not  be  eloquent 
without  a&ion :  for  the  deportment  of  the  body, 
the  turn  of  the  eye,  and  an  apt  found  to  every  word 
that  is  uttered,  muft  all  confpire  to  make  an  accom- 
plifhed  fpeaker.  A&ion  in  one  that  (peaks  in  pub- 
lie,  is  the  fame  thing  as  a  good  mien  in  ordinary 
life.  Thus,  as  a  certain  infenfibility  in  the  coun- 
tenance recommends  a  fentence  of  humour  and 
jeft,  fo  it  muft  be  a  very  lively  confeioufnefs  that 
gives  grace  to  great  fentiments.  The  jeft  is  to  be 
a  thing  unexpe&edj  therefore  your  undefigning 
manner  is  a  beauty  in  expreflions  of  mirth :  but 
when  you  are  to  talk  on  a  fet  fubjeft,  the  more 
you  are  moved  yourfelf,  the  more  you  will  move 
others* 

There  is,  faid  he,  a  remarkable  example  of  that 
kind.  JEfchines,  a  famous  orator  of  antiquity,  had 
pleaded  at  Athens  in  a  great  caufe  againft  Demoft- 
henes  ;  but  having  loft  it,  retired  to  Rhodes :  Elo- 
quence was  then  the  quality  moft  admired  among 
men,  and  the  magiftrates  of  that  place,  having 
5  heard 
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heard  he  had  a  copy  of  the  fpeech  of  Demofthenes, 
defired  him  to  repeat  both  their  pleadings.  After 
his  own,  he  recited  alfo  the  oration  of  his  antago- 
nift.  The  people  exprefled  their  admiration  of 
both,  but  more  of  that  of  Demofthenes.  If  you  are, 
laid  he,  thys  touched  with  hearing  only  what  that 
great;  orator  faicj,  how  would  you  have  been  affe<3> 
ed  had  you  feen  him  {peak  ?  for  he  who  hears  De- 
mofthenes only,  lofes  much  the  better  part  of  the 
oration.  Certain  it  is,  that  they,  who  fpeak  grace- 
fully, are  very  lamely  reprefented  in  having  their 
fpeeches  read  or  repeated  by  unfkilful  people ;  for 
there  is  fomething  native  to  each  man,  fo  inherent 
to  his  thoughts  and  fentiments,  which  it  is  hardly 
poffible  for  another  to  give  a  true  idea  of.  You 
may  obferve  in  common  talk,  when  a  fentence  of 
any  man's  is  repeated,  an  acquaintance  of  his  fhall 
immediately  obferve,  "  That  is  fo  like  him,  me- 
*  thinks  I  fee  how  he  looked  when  he  faid  it." 

But  of  all  the  people  on  the  earth,  there  are  none 
who  puzzle  me  fo  much  as  the  clergy  of  Great 
Britain,  who  are,  I  believe,  the  moft  learned  body 
of  men  now  in  the  world;  and  yet  this  art  of 
fpeaking,  with  the  proper  ornaments  of  voice  and 
gefture,  is  wholly  negle&ed  among  them ;  and  I 
will  engage,  were  a  deaf  man  to  behold  the  greater 
part  of  them  preach,  he  would  rather  think  they 
were  reading  the  contents  only  of  fome  difcourfe- 
they  intended  to  make,  than  a&ually  in  the  boay 
of  an  oration,  even  when  they  are  upon  matters  of 
fuch  a  nature,  as  one  would  believe  it  were  im^ 
poffible  to  think  of  wkhout  emotion. 
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I  own  there  are  exceptions  to  this  general  ob- 
fervation,  and  that  the  Dean  *  we  heardt  he  other 
day  together  is  an  orator.  He  has  fo  much  re- 
gard to  his  congregation,  that  he  commits  to  his 
memory  what  he  is  to  fay  to  them ;  and  has  fo  foft 
and  graceful  a  behaviour,  that  it  muft  attraft  your 
attention.  His  perfon,  it  is  to  be  confefled,  is  no 
fmall  recommendation  ;  but  he  is  to  be  highly  com- 
mended for  not  lofing  that  advantage  ;  and  adding 
to  the  propriety  of  fpeech,  which  might  pafs  the 
criticifm  of  Longinus,  an  action  which  would  have 
been  approved  by  Demofthenes.  He  has  a  peculiar 
force  in  his  way,  and  has  charmed  many  of  his 
audience  who  could  not  be  intelligent  hearers  of  his 
difcourfe,  were  there  not  explanation  as  well  as 
grace  in  his  a&ion.  This  art  of  his  is  ufeful  with 
the  moft  exadt  and  honeft  fkill :  he  never  attempts 
your  paflions,  until  he  has  convinced  your  reafon. 
All  the  obje&ions  which  he  can  form,  are  laid 
open  and  difperfed,  before  he  ufes  the  leaft  vehe- 
mence in  his  fermon  ;  but  when  he  thinks  he  has 
your  head,  he  very  foon  wins  your  heart  j  and  ne- 
ver pretends  to  fhew  the  beauty  of  holinefs,  until 
he  has  convinced  you  of  the  truth  of  it. 

Would  every  one  of  our  clergymen  be  thus  care- 
ful to  recommend  truth  and  virtue  in  their  proper 
figures,  and  fhew  fo  much  concern  for  them  as  to 
give  them  all  additional  force  they  were  able ;  it 

*  "  When  the  amiable  chara&er  of  the  Dean  is  acknowledged  to 
t  "  be  drawn  for  Dr.  Atterbury,  I  hope  I  need  fay  no  more  as  to  my 
"  impartiality."     Mr.  Steele's   Preface  to  bis  fourth  volume  of 
Tatlbrs.    N. 
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is  not  poflible  that  nonfenfe  fhould  have  fo  many 
hearers  as  you  find  it  has  in  Diflenting  congrega- 
tions, for  no  r;eafon  in  the  world,  but  becaufe  it  is 
fpoken  extempore  :  for  ordinary  minds  are  wholly 
governed  by  their  eyes  and  ears  ;  and  there  is  no 
way  to  come  at  their  hearts,  but  by  power  over  their 
imaginations. 

There  is  my  friend  and  merry  companion  Daniel : 
he  knows  a  great  deal  better  than  he  fpeaks,  and 
can  form  a  proper  difcourfe  as  well  as  any  orthor 
dox  neighbour.  But  he  knows  very  well,  that  to 
bawl  out,  My  beloved  !  and  the  words  grace !  re- 
generation !  fandtification !  a  new  light !  the  day  ! 
the  day !  ay,  my  beloved,  the  day !  or  rather  the 
night !  the  night  is  coming !  and  judgment  will 
come,  when  we  lead  think  of  it !  and  fo  forth— 
He  knows,  to  be  vehement  is  the  only  way  to 
come  at  his  audience.  Daniel,  when  he  fees  my 
friend  Greenhat  come  in,  can  give  a  good  hint, 
and  cry  out,  This  is  only  for  the  faints!  the  re- 
generated !  By  this  force  of  a&ion,  though  mixed 
with  all  the  incoherence  and  ribaldry  imaginable, 
Daniel  can  laugh  at  his  diocefan,  and  grow  fat  by 
voluntary  fubfcription,  while  the  parfon  of  the  pa- 
rifh  goes  to  law  for  half  his  dues.  Daniel  will  tell 
you,  It  is  not  the  fhepherd,  but  the  fheep  with  the 
bell,  which  the  flock  follows. 

Another  thing,  very  wonderful  this  learned  bo-* 
dy  fhould  omit,  is,  learning  to  read ;  which  is  a 
moft  neceflary  part  of  eloquence  in  one  who  is  to 
ferve  at  the  altar :  for  there  is  no  man  but  muft  be 
fenfible,  that  the  lazy  tone,  and  inarticulate  found 
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of  our  common  readers,  depreciates  the  moft  pro-' 
per  form  of  words  that  were  ever  extant  in  any 
nation  or  language,  to  fpeak  their  own  wants,  or 
His  power  from  whom  we  afk  relief. 

There  cannot  be  a  greater  inftanceof  the  power 
of  a&iori  than  in  little  parfbn  Dapper,  who  is  the 
common  relief  to  all  the  lazy  pulpits  in  town. 
This  fmart  youth  has  a  very  good  memory,  a 
quick  eye,  and  a  clean  handkerchief.  Thus  equip- 
ped, he  opens  his  text,  fliuts  hisNbook  fairly,  fhews 
he  has  no  notes  in  his  Bible,  opens  both  palms,  and 
ihews  all  is  fair  there  too.  Thus,  with  a  decifive 
air,  my  young  man  goes  on  without  hefitation; 
and  though  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  bis 
pretty  difcourfe,  he  has  not  ufed  one  proper  gefture, 
yet,  at  the  conclufion,  the  churchwarden  pulls  his 
gloves  from  off  his  hands ;  "  Pray,  who  is  this  ex-r 
"  traordinary  young  man  V9  Thus  the  force  of 
adtion  is  fuch,  that  it  is  more  prevalent,  even  when 
improper,  than  all  the  reafon  and  argument  in  the; 
world  without  it* — This  gentleman  concluded  his 
difcourfe  by  faying,  I  do  not  doubt  but  if  our 
preachers  would  learn  to  fpeak,  and  our  readers 
to  read,  within  fix  months  time,  we  fhould  not 
have  a  Diflfenter  within  a  mile  of  a  chyrch  in  Great 
Britain, 
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THE      T  A  T  L  E  R.     N°  67. 

Tuefday,  September  13,  1709. 

From  my  own  Apartments,  September  12* 

MY  province  is  much  larger  than  at  firft  fight 
men  would  imagine,  and  I  fhall  lofe  no 
part  of  my  jurifdi&ion,  which  extends  not  only  to 
futurity,  but  alfo  is  retrofpedt  to  things  paft  ;  and 
the  behaviour  of  perfons,  who  have  long  ago  a&ed 
their  parts,  is  as  much  liable  to  my  examination,  as 
that  of  my  own  contemporaries. 

In  order  to  put  the  whole  race  of  mankind  in 
their  proper  diftin&ions,  according  to  the  opinion 
their  cohabitants  conceived  of  them,  I  have  with 
very  much  care,  and  depth  of  meditation,  thought 
fit  to  ere&  a  chamber  of  Fame  J  and  eftablifhed 
certain  rules,  which  are  to  be  obferved  in  admitting 
members  into  this  illuftrious  fociety. 

In  this  chamber  of  Fame  there  are  to  be  three 
tables,  but  of  different  lengths ;  the  firft  is  to  con- 
tain exa&ly  twelve  perfons ;  the  fecond,  twenty ;  and 
the  third,  an  hundred.  This  is  reckoned  to  be  the 
full  number  of  thofe  who  have  any  competent  fhare 
of  Fame.  At  the  firft  of  thefe  tables  are  to  be 
placed,  in  their  order,  the  twelve  moft  famous 
perfons  in  the  world;  not  with  regard  to  the 
things  they  are  famous  for,  but  according  to  the 
degree  of  their  fame,  whether  in  valour,  wit,  or 
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learning.  Thus,  if  a  fcholar  be  more  famous  than 
a  foldier,  he  is  to  fit  above  him.  Neither  muft  any 
preference  be  given  to  virtue,  if  the  perfon  be  not 
equally  famous. 

When  the  firft  table  is  filled,  the  next  in  renown 
muft  be  feated  at  the  fecond,  and  fo  on  in  like  man- 
ner to  the  number  of  twenty  ;  as  alfo  in  the  fame 
order  at  the  third,  which  is  to  hold  a  hundred. 
At  thefe  tables,  no  regard  is  to  be  had  to  feniority : 
for  if  Julius  Caefar  fhall  be  judged  more  famous 
than  Romulus  and  Scipio,  he  muft  have  the  pre- 
cedence. No  perfon  who  has  not  been  dead  a  hun- 
dred years,  muft  be  offered  to  a  place  at  any  of  thefe 
tables :  and  becaufe  this  is  altogether  a  lay-fociety, 
and  that  facred  perfons  move  upon  greater  motives 
than  that  of  Fame,  no  perfons  celebrated  in  Holy 
Writ,  or  any  ecclefiaftical  man  whatfoever,  are  to 
be  introduced  here. 

At  the  lower  end  of  the  room  is  to  be  a  fide-table 
for  perfons  of  great  Fame,  but  dubious  exiftence ; 
fuch  as  Hercules,  Thefeus,  -dEneas,  Achilles,  Hec- 
tor, and  others.  But  becaufe  it  is  apprehended, 
that  there  may  be  great  contention  about  precedence, 
the  propofer  humbly  defires  the  opinion  of  the 
learned,  towards  his  afliftance  in  placing  every  per- 
fon according  to  his  rank,  that  none  may  have  juft 
pccafion  of  offence.  The  merits  of  the  caufe  fhall 
be  judged  by  plurality  of  voices. 

For  the  more  impartial  execution  of  this  im- 
portant affair,  it  is  defired,  that  no  man  will  offer 
his  favourite  Hero,  Scholar,  or  Poet;  and  that  the 
learned  will  be  pleafed  to  fend  to  Mr.  Bickerftaff, 
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at  Mr.  Morphew's  near  Stationers-hall,  their  fe- 
veral  lifts  for  the  firft  table  only,  and  in  the  order 
they  would  have  them  placed;  after  which,  the  pro* 
pofer  will  compare  the  feveral  lifts,  and  make  an- 
other for  the  publick,  wherein  every  name  fhall  be 
ranked  according  to  the  voices  it  has  had.  Under  this 
chamber  is  to  be  a  dark  vault,  for  the  fame  number 
of  perfons  of  evil  Fame* 

It  is  humbly  fubmitted  to  confideration,  whether 
the  projed  would  not  be  better,  if  the  perfons  of 
true  Fame  meet  in  a  middle  room,  thofe  of  dubious 
exiftence  in  an  upper  room,  and  thofe  of  evil  Fame 
in  a  lower  dark  room. 

It  is  to  be  noted,  that  no  Hiftorians  are  to  be 
admitted  at  any  of  thefe  tables;  becaufe  they 
are  appointed  to  conduct  the  feveral  perfons  to 
their  feats,  and  are  to  be  made  ufe  of  as  ufhers  to 
the  affemblies. 

I  call  upon  the  learned  world  to  fend  me  their 
affiftance  towards  this  defign,  it  being  a  matter  of 
too  great  moment  for  any  one  perfon  to  deter- 
mine. But  I  do  affure  them,  their  lifts  fhall  b$ 
examined  with  great  fidelity,  and  thofe  that  are 
expofed  to  the  publick,  made  with  all  the  caution 
imaginable. 


THE 


i72  THE    TATLER.  N°  74. 

.'       THE     TATLER,       N°  74. 

Thurfday,  September  29,  1709. 

Grecian  Coffee-housp,  Sept  29. 

THIS  evening  I  thought  fit  to  notify  to  the 
literati  of  this  houfe,  and  by  that  means  to 
all  the  world,  that  on  Saturday  the  fifteenth  of  Octo- 
ber next  enfuing,  I  defign  to  fix  my  firft  table  of 
Fame  ;  and  defire  that  fuch  as  are  acquainted  with 
the  chara&ers  of  the  twelve  moft  tamous  men  that 
have  ever  appeared  in  the  world,  would  fend  in 
their  lift^  or  name  any  one  man  for  that  table, 
afligning  alfo  his  place  at  it,  before  that  time,  upon 
•pain  of  having  fuch  his  man  of  Fame  poftponed,  or 
placed  too  high,  for  even  I  fhall  not,  upon  any 
application  whatever,  alter  the  place  which  upon 
that  day  I  fhall  give  to  any  of  thefe  Worthies, 
But,  whereas  there  are  many  who  take  upon  them 
to  admire  this  Hero,  or  that  Author,  upon  fecond 
hand,  I  expe£t  each  fubferiber  fhould  underwrite 
his  reafon  for  the  place  he  allots  his  candidate. 

The  thing  is  of  the  lafl  confequence ;  for  we  are 
about  fettling  the  greateft  point  that  eyer  ,has  been 
debated  in  any  age ;  and  I  fhall  take  precautions 
accordingly.  Let  every  man  who  votes,  confi- 
der,  that  he  is  now  going  to  give  away  that,  for 
which  the  Soldier  gave  up  his  reft,  his  pleafure, 
and  his  life  j  the  Scholar  refigned  his  whole  feries 
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of  thought,  his  midnight  repofe,  and  his  morning 
(lumbers*  In  a  word,  he  is,  as  I  may  fay,  to  be  judge 
of  that  after-life,  which  noble  fpirits  prefer  to  their 
very  real  Beings.     I  hope  I  fhall  be  forgiven  there- 
fore, if  I  make  fome  obje&ions  againft  their  jury, 
as  they  fhall  occur  to  me.     The  whole  of  the  num- 
ber by  whom  they  are  to  be  tried,  are  to  be  fcholars. 
I  am  perfuaded  alfo  that  Ariftotle  will  be  put  up  by 
all  of  that  clafs  of  men.     However,  in  behalf  of 
others,  fiich  as  wear  the  livery  of  Ariftotle,  the  two 
famous  Univerfities  are  called  upon  on  this  occa- 
fion :  but  I  except  the  men  of  Queen's,  Exeter,  and 
Jefus  Colleges,  in  Oxford,  who  are  not  to  be  elec- 
tors, becaufe  he  fhall  not  be  crowned  from  an  im- 
plicit faith  in  his  writings,  but  receive  his  honour 
from  fuch  Judges  as  fhall  allow  him  to  be  cenfured. 
Upon  this  election,  as  I  was  juft  now  going  to  fay, 
I  banifh  all  who  think,  and  fpeak  after  others,  to 
concern  themfelves  in  it.     For  which  reafon,  all 
illiterate  diftant  admirers  are  forbidden  to  corrupt 
the  voices,  by  fending,  according  to  the  new  mode, 
any  poor  ftudents  coals  and  candles  for  their  votes 
in   behalf  of  fuch  Worthies  as  they  pretend  to 
efteem.     All  News-writers  are  alfo  excluded,  be- 
caufe they  confider  Fame  as  it  is  a  report  which  gives 
foundations  the  filling  up  their  rhapfodies,  and  not 
as  it  is  the  emanation  or  confequence  of  good  and 
evil  a&ions.     Thefe  are  excepted  againft  as  juftly 
as  butchers  in  cafe  of  life  and  death :  their  familiarity 
with  the  greateft  names,  takes  off  the  delicacy  of 
their  regard,  as  dealing  in  blood  makes  the  Lanii 
lefs  tender  of  fpilling  it. 
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Saturday,  Oftober  15,  1709. 

Hie  manus  ob patriot*  pugnando  vulntra  pafli,        ■ 
Quique  pii  <vates,  y  Phabo  digna  locuti  % 
Inventus  out  qui  vitam  excoluereper  artts, 
Quiquc  fui  wum$rts  alios  fectrt  mtrtndo. 

Virc.  J£n.  vi.  660. 

Here  Patriots  live,  who  for  their  country's  good, 
In  fighting  fields  were  prodigal  of  blood;— —» 
Here  Poets,  worthy  their  infpiring  god, 
And  of  unblemifh'd  life,  make  their  abode : 
And  fearching  Wits,  of  more  mechanic  parts, 
Who  gfae'd  their  age  with  new-invented  arts : 
Thofe  who  to  worth  their  bounty  did  extend  ; 
And  thofe  who  knew  that  bounty  to  commend* 

D&DTEN. 

From  my  own  Apartments,  October  14* 

THERE  are  two  kinds  of  immortality;  that 
which  the  foul  really  enjoys  after  this  life, 
and  that  imaginary  exiftence,  by  which  men  live 
in  their  fame  and  reputation.  The  beft  and  greateft 
a&ions,  have  proceeded  from  the  profpeft  of  the 
one,  or  the  other  of  thefe  j  but  my  defign  is  to 
treat  only  of  thofe  who  have  chiefly  propofed  to 
themfelves  the  latter,  as  the  principal  reward  of 
their  labours.  It  was  for  this  reafon  that  I  ex- 
cluded from  my  Tables  of  Fame,  all  the  great 
founders  and  votaries  of  religion ;  and  it  is  for  this 
reafon  alfo,  that  I  am  more  than  ordinarily  anxious 
to  do  juftice  to  the  perfons  of  whom  I  am  now 
1  going 
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going  to  fpeak ;  for,  fince  Fame  was  the  only  end 
of  all  their  enterprizes  and  ftudies,  a  man  cannot 
be  too  fcrupulous  in  allotting  them  their  due  pro- 
portion of  it.  It  was  this  confi deration  which 
made  me  call  the  whole  body  of  the  learned  to  my 
afliftance  ;  to  many  of  whom  I  mud  own  my  ob- 
ligations for  the  catalogues  of  illuftrious  perfons, 
which  they  have  fent  me  in  upon  this  occafion.  I 
yefterday  employed  the  whole  afternoon  in  com- 
paring them  with  each  other  ;  which  made  fo  ftrong 
an  impreflion  upon  my  imagination,  that  they 
broke  my  fleep  for  the  firft  part  of  the  following 
night,  and  at  length  threw  me  into  a  very  agree-* 
able  vifion,  which  I  fliall  beg  leave  to  defcribe  in  all 
its  particulars. 

I  dreamed  that  I  was  conveyed  into  a  wide  and 
boundlefs  plain,  that  was  covered  with  prodigious 
multitudes  of  people,  which  no  man  could  num- 
ber. In  the  midft  of  it  there  ftood  a  mountain, 
with  its  head  above  the  clouds.  The  fides  wfcre 
extremely  fteep,  and  of  fuch  a  particular  ftru&ure, 
that  no  creature  which  was  not  made  in  a  human 
figure  could  poflibly  afcend  it.  On  a  fudden  there 
was  heard  from  the  top  of  it  a  found  like  that  of 
a  trumper ;  but  fo  exceedingly  fweet  and  harmo- 
nious, that  filled  it  thS  hearts  of  thofe  who  heard 
it  with  raptures,  and  gave  fuch  high  and  delight- 
ful fenfations,  as  feemed  to  animate  and  raife  hu- 
man nature  above  itfelf.  This  made  me  very  much 
amazed  to  find  fo  very  few  in  that  innumerable 
multitude,  who  had  ears  fine  enough  to  hear  or 
relifh  this  mufic  with  pleafure :  but  my  wonder 
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abated,  when,  upon  looking  round  me,  I  faw  moll 
of  them  attentive  to  three  Syrens  cloathed  like  god-* 
defies,  and  diftinguifhed  by  the  names  of  Sloth, 
Ignorance,  and  Pleafure.  They  were  feated  on 
three  rocks,  amid  a  beautiful  variety  of  groves, 
meadows,  and  rivulets,  that  lay  on  the  borders 
of  the  mountain.  While  the  bafe  and  groveling 
multitude  of  different  ■  nations,  ranks,  and  ages, 
were  liftening  to  thefe  delufive  deities;  thofe  of 
a  more  ereft  afped,  and  exalted  fpirit,  feparated 
themfelves  from  the  reft,  and  marched  in  great 
bodies  towards  the  mountain,  from  whence  they 
heard  the  found,  which  ftill  grew  fweeter,  the 
more  they  liftened  to  it. 

On  a  fudden  methought  this  feleft  band  fprang 
forward,  with  a  refolution  to  climb  the  afcerit,  and 
follow  the  call  of  that  heavenly  mufic  Every  one 
took  fomething  with  him,  that  he  thought  might 
be  of  afliftance  to  him  in  his  march.  Several  had 
their  fwords  drawn,  fome  carried  rolls  of  paper  in 
their  hands,  fome  had  compafies,  others  quadrants, 
others  telefcopes,  and  others  pencils;  fome  had 
laurels  on  their  heads,  and  others  buikins  on  their 
legs :  in  fhort,  there  was  fcarce  any  inftrument  of 
a  mechanic  art,  or  liberal  fcience,  which  was  not 
made  ufe  of  on  this  occafion.  My  good  Daemon, 
who  ftood  at  my  right  hand  during  the  courfe  of 
this  whole  vifion,  obferving  in  me  a  burning  defire 
to  join  that  glorious  company,  told  me,  he  highly 
approved  that  generous  ardour  with  which  I  feem- 
ed  tranfported ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  advifed  me 
to  cover  my  face  with  a  mafk  all  the  while  I  waste 
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labour  on  the  afcent.  I  took  his  coiinfe!)  without 
inquiring  into  his  reafons.  The  whole  body  now 
broke  into  different  parties*  and  began  to  climb  the 
precipice  by  ten  thoufand  different  path§.  Several 
got  into  little  alleys*  which  did  not  reach  far  up 
the  hill,  before  they  ended  and  ied  no  farther;  and 
I  obferved,  that  moft  of  the  artizans,  which  confi- 
derably  diminifhed  our  number,  fell  into  thefe 
paths. 

We  left  another  confiderable  body  of  adventurers 
behind  us,  who  thought  they  had  difcovered  bye- 
ways  up  the .  hill,  which  proved  fo  very  intricate 
and  perplexed,  that  after  having  advanced  in  them 
alitde,  they  were  quite  loft  among  the  feveral  turns 
and  windings  ;  and  though  they  were  as  a&ive  as 
any  in  their  motions*  they  made  but  little  progrefs 
in  the  afcent,  Thefe,  as  my  guide  informed  me, 
were  men  of  fubtle  tempers,  and  puzzled  politicks, 
who  would  fupply  the  place  of  real  wifdom,  with 
cunning  and  artifice.  Among  thofe  who  were  far 
advanced  in  their  way*  there  were  fbme,  that  by 
one  falfe  ftep  fell  backward,  and  loft  more  ground 
in  a  moment,  than  they  had  gained  for  many  hours, 
or  could  be  ever  able  to  recover.  We  were  now 
advanced  very  high,  and  obferved  that  all  the  dif- 
ferent paths,  which  ran  about  the  fides  of  the 
mountain,  began  to  meet  in  two  great  roads ;  which 
infenfibly  gathered  the  whole  multitude  of  travel- 
lers into  two  great  bodies.  At  a  little  diftance  from 
the  entrance  of  each  road,  there  flood  a  hideous 
phantom,  that  oppofed  our  farther  paffage.  One 
of  thefe  apparitions  had  his  right  hand  filled  with 
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darts,  which  he  brandifhed  in  the  face  of  all  wha 
came  up  that  way  ;  crowds  ran  back  at  the  appear- 
ance of  it,  and  cried  out  Death.  The  fpe&re  that 
guarded  the  other  road,  was  Envy :  fhe  was  not 
armed  with  weapons  of  deftnt&ion,  like  the  former  j 
but  by  dreadful  hiffiftgs,  noifes  of  reproach,  arid  a 
horrid  diftra&ed  laughter,  (he  appeared  more  fright- 
ful than  Death  itfelf  >  infomuch  that  abundance  of 
our  company  were  difcouraged  from  paffing  any 
farther,  and  fome  appeared  afhamed  of  haying 
come  fo  far*  As  for  myfelf,  I  muft  eonfefs  my  heart 
flirunk  within  me  at  the  fight  of  thefe  ghafUy  ap- 
pearances :  but  on  a  fudden,  the  voice  of  the  trum- 
pet came  more  full  upon  us,  fo  that  we  fek  a  new 
refolution  reviving  in  us;  and  in  proportion  as 
this  refolution  grew,  the  terrors  before  us  feemed 
fo  vanifh.  Moft  of  the  company,  who  had  fwords 
in  their  hands,  marched  on  with  great  fpirk,  and 
ah  air  of  defiance,  up  the  road  that  was  command- 
ed by  Death ;  while  others,  who  had  thought  and 
contemplation  in  their  looks,  went  forward,  in  a 
ftiore  compofed  manner,  up  the  road  pofleffed  by 
Envy,  The  wfcy  above  thefe  apparitions  grew 
fmooth  and  uniform,  and  was  fo  delightful,  that 
the  travellers  went  pn  with  pleafure,  and  in  a  little 
time  arrived  at  the  top  of  the  mountain.  They 
here  began  to  breathe  a  delicious  kind  of  aether, 
and  faw  all  the  fields  about  them  covered  with  a 
kind  of  purple  light,  that  made  them  reflect  with 
fatisfadtion  on  their  pad  toils ;  and  difibfed  a  fecrtt 
joy  through  the  whole  afTembly,  which  (hewed  it- 
felf in  every  look  and  feature.     In  the  midft  of 
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thefe  happy  fields  there  ftood  a  palace  of  a  very 
glorious  ftru&ure :  it  had  four  great  folding-doors, 
that  faced  the  four  feveral  quarters  of  the  world. 
On  the  top  of  it  was  enthroned  the  goddefs  of  the 
mountain,  who  fmiled  upon  lier  votaries,  and 
founded  the  filver  trumpet  which  had  called  them 
up,  and  cheered  them  in  their  paflage  to  her  palace* 
They  had  now  formed  themfelves  into  feveral  divi- 
(ions  ;  a  band  of  hiftorians  taking  their  Rations  at 
each  door,  according  to  the  perfons  whom  they 
were  to  introduce. 

On  a  fudden,  the  trumpet,  which  had  hitherto 
founded  only  a  march,  or  point  of  war,  now 
fwelled  all  its  notes  into  triumph  and  exultation : 
the^  whole  fabric  fhook,  and  the  doors  flew  open. 
The  firft  who  ftepped  forward,  was  a  beautiful  an4 
blooming  hero,  and  as  I  heard  by  the  murmurs 
round  me,  Alexander  the  Great.  He  was  conduct- 
ed by  a  crowd  of  hiftorians*  The  perfon,  who 
immediately  walked  before  him,  was  remarkable 
for  an  embroidered  garment,  who  not  being  well 
acquainted  with  the  place,  was  conducing  him  to 
an  apartment  appointed  for  the  reception  of  fabu«* 
lous  heroes.  The  name  of  this  falfe  guide  was 
Quintus  Curtius.  But  Arrian  and  Plutarch,  who 
knew  better  the  avenues  of  this  palace,  conduced 
him  into  the  great  hall,  and  placed  him  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  firft  table.  My  good  Daemon,  that  { 
might  fee  the  whole  ceremony,  conveyed  me  to  4 
corner  of  this  room,  where  I  might  perceive  aH 
that  pafled,  without  being  feen  myfelf.  The  next 
who  entered  was  a  charming  virgin,  leading  in  4 
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venerable  old  man  that  was  blind.  Under  her  left 
arm  fhe  bore  a  harp,  and  on  her  head  a  garland. 
Alexander,  who  was  very  well  acquainted  with 
Homer,  flood  up  at  his  entrance,  and  placed  him 
on  his  right-hand.  The  virgin,  who  it  feems  was 
one  of  the  nine  fitters  that  attended  on  the  God- 
defs  of  Fame,  fmiled  with  an  ineffable  grace  at  their 
meeting,  and  retired. 

Julius  Casfar  was  now  coming  forward  ;  and 
though  mod  of  the  hiftorians  offered  their  fervice 
to  introduce  him,  he  left  them  at  the  door,  and 
would  have  no  condu&or  but  himfelf. 

The  next  who  advanced,  was  a  man  of  a  homety 
but  cheerful  afpeft,  and  attended  by  perfons  of 
greater  figure  than  any  that  appeared  on  this  occa- 
fion.  Plato  was  on  his  right-hand,  and  Xenophon 
on  his  left.  He  bowed  to  Homer,  and  Tat  down 
by  him.  It  was  expected  that  Plato  would  him- 
felf have  taken  a  place  next  to  his  mafter  Socrates ; 
but  on  a  fudden  there  was  heard  a  great  clamour  cf 
difputants  at  the  door,  who  appeared  with  Ariftotle 
at  the  head  of  them.  That  philofopher,  with  fome 
ttidenefs,  but  great  ftrength'of  reafon,  convinced 
the  whole  table,  that  a  title  to  the  fifth  place  was 
his  due,  and  took  it  accordingly. 

He  had  fcarce  fat  down,  when  the  fame  beauti- 
ful virgin  that  had  introduced  Homer,  brought  in 
another,  wtjo  hung  back  at  the  entrance,  and  would 
have  excufed  himfelf,  had  not  his  modefty  been 
overcome  by  the  invitation  of  all  who  fat  at  the 
table.  His  guide  and  behaviour  made  me  fcafily 
conclude  it  was  Virgil.     Cicero  next  appeared,  and 
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took  his  place.  He  had  inquired  at  the  door  for 
one  Lucceius  to  introduce  him ;  but  not  finding 
him  there,  he  contented  himfelf  with  the  attend- 
ance of  many  other  writers,  who  all,  except 
Salluft,  appeared  highly  pleafed  with  the  office. 

We  waited  fome  time  in  expectation  of  the  next 
Worthy,  who  came  in  with  a  great  retinue  of  hifto- 
rians,  whofe  names  1  could  not  learn,  moft  of  them 
being  natives  of  Carthage.  The  perfon  thus  con- 
duced, who  was  Hannibal,  feemed  much  difturb^ 
cd,  and  could  not  forbear  complaining  to  the  board, 
of  the  affronts  he  had  met  with  among  the  Roman 
hiftorians,  who  attempted,  fays  he,  to  carry  me 
into  the  fubterraneous  apartment ;  and  perhaps 
would  have  done  it,  had  it  not  been  for  the  im- 
partiality of  this  gentleman,  pointing  to  Polybius, 
who  was  the  only  perfon,  except  my  own  coun- 
trymen, that  was  willing  to  conduct  me  hither. 

The  Carthaginian  took  his  feat,  and  Pompey  en- 
tered with  great  dignity  in  his  own  perfon,  and 
preceded  by  feveral  hiftorians.  Lucan  the  poet 
was  at  the  head  of  them,  who,  obferving  Homer 
and  Virgil  at  the  table,  was  going  to  fit  down  him- 
self, had  not  the  latter  wjrifpered  him,  that  what- 
ever pretence  he  might  otherwife  have  had,  he  for- 
feited his  claim  to  it,  by  coming  in  as  one  of  the 
hiftorians.  Lucan  was  fo  exafperated  with  the  re-* 
pulfe,  that  he  muttered  fomething  to  himfelf;  and 
was  -heard  to  fay,  that  fince  he  could  not  have  a 
feat  among  them  himfelf,  he  would  bring  in  one 
who  alone  had  more  merit  tt\an  their  whole  af- 
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fembly:  upon  which  he  went  to  the  door,  and 
brought  in  Cato  of  Utica.  That  great  man  ap- 
proached the  company  with  fuch  an  air,  that 
ihewed  he  contemned  the  honour  which  he  laid  a 
claim  to.  Obferving  the  feat  oppofite  to  Csefar 
Was  vacant,  he  took  pofleffion  of  it,  and  fpoke  two 
or  three  fmart  fentences  upon  the  nature  of  prece- 
dency, which,  according  to  him,  confifted  not  in 
place,  but  in  intrinfic  merit ;  to  which  he  added, 
that  the  moft  virtuous  man,  wherever  he  was  feat- 
ed,  was  always  at  the  upper  end  of  the  table,  So- 
crates, who  had  a  great  fpirit  of  raillery  with  hi* 
wifdom,  could  not  forbear  foiling  at  a  virtue  which 
took  fo  little  pains  to  make  itfelf  agreeable.  Cicero 
took  the  occafion  to  make  a  long  difcourfe  in  praife 
of  Cato,  which  he  uttered  with  much  vehemence. 
Caefar  anfwered  him  with  a  great  deal  of  feeming 
temper;  but,  as  I  flood  at  a  great  diftance  from 
them,  I  was  not  able  to  hear  one  word  of  what  they 
faid.  But  I  could  not  forbear  taking  notice,  that  in 
all  the  difcourfe  which  patted  at  the  table,  a  word 
or  nod  from  Homer  decided  the  controverfy. 

After  a  fhort  paufe  Auguftus  appeared,  looking 
round  him,  with'  a  ferene  and  affable  countenance* 
upon  all  the  writers  of  his  age,  who  ftrove  among 
themfelves  which  of  them  fhould  fhew  him  the 
greateft  marks  of  gratitude  and  refpedt  Virgil  rofe 
from  the  table  to  meet  him ;  and  though  he  was  an 
acceptable  gueft  to  all,  he  appe-ared  more  fuch  to 
the  learned,  than  the  military  Worthies,  TTitf 
next  man  aftonifhed  the  whole  table  with  his  ap- 
pearance t    he  was  flow,  fblemn,  and  filent  in  hk 
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behaviour,  and  wore  a  raiment  curioufly  wrought 
with  hieroglyphicks.  As  he  came  into  the  middle 
t*f  the  room,  he  threw  up  the  Ikirt  of  it,  and  dif- 
covered  a  golden  thigh.  Socrates,  at  the  fight  of  it, 
declared  againft  keeping  company  with  any  who 
were  not  made  of  flefh  and  blood  ;  and  therefore 
defired  Diogenes  the  Lacrtian  to  lead  him  to  the 
apartment  allotted  for  fabulous  Heroes  and  Worthies 
of  dubious  cxiftence.  At  his  going  out,  he  told 
themf  that  they  did  not  know  whom  they  dif- 
mifled ;  that  he  was  now  Pythagoras,  the  firft  of 
philoibpbers,  and  that  formerly  he  had  been  a  vefy 
brave  man  at  the  fiege  of  Troy.  That  may  be 
very  true,  faid  Socrates ;  but  you  forget  that  you 
have  Ukewife  been  a  very  great  harlot  in  your  time. 
This  exclufion  made  way  for  Archimedes, .  wlip 
came  forward  with  a  fcheme  of  mathematical  figure*  ,  , 
in  his  hand  j  among  which  I  obferved  a  confe  and 
a  cylinder. 

Seeing  this  table  full,  I  defired  my'  guide,  for 
variety,  to  lead  me  to  the  fabulous  apartment,, the 
roof  of  which  was  painted  with  Gorgons,  Chi* 
iQaeras,  and  Centaurs,  with  many  other  emblema- 
tical figures,  which  I  wanted  both  time  and  fkill 
to  unriddle.  The  firft  table  was  almoft  full :  at 
the  upper  end  fat  Hercules  leaning  an  arm  upon 
his  club ;  on  his  right  hand  were  Achilles  arid 
Ulyffes,  and  between  them  jEneas ;  on  his  left  were 
He£tor,  Thefeus,  and  Jafon:  the  lower  end  had 
Orpheus,  iEfop,  Phalaris,  and  Mufaeus.  Tfijg 
lifters  feemed  at  a  lofs  for  a  twelfth  man,  wfeen, 
methtfught,  to  my  great  joy  and*fuiprfafl£  JJfMl^\ 
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fome  at  the  lower  end  of  the  table  mention  Ifaac 
Bickerftaff:  but  thofe  of  the  upper  end  received  it 
with  difdain  ;  and  faid,  if  they  muft  have  a  Britifh 
worthy,  they  would  have  Robin  Hood. 


THE     TATLER.      N°  258, 

To   ?SAAC    BICKEfcSTAFF,   Esquire*. 

{)  I  R,  Nov.  22*  1710. 

DINING,  yefterday  with  Mr.  South-Britifh 
and  Mr.  William  North-Briton,  two  gende- 
men,  who,  before  you  ordered  it  othqrwife,  were 
known  by  the  names  of  Mr.  Engliih  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Scot:  among  other  things,  the  jnaid  of  the 
houfe,  who  in  her  time,  I  believe,  may  have  been 
a  North-Britifh  warming-pan,  brought  us  up  a 
di(h  of  North-Britifh  collops.  We  liked  our  en- 
tertainment yery  well  J  only  we  obferved  the  taWe- 

*  "  Steele,  the  rogue,  has  done  the  impudenteft  thing  in  the   I 

V  world  :  he  faid  foraething  in  a  Tatler,  that  we  ought  to  ufe  the 
.*'  word  Great-Britain,  and  not  England,  in  common  converfation, 
"  as,  *  the  fineft  lady  in  Great-Britain,'  &c.     Upon  this,  Rowe, 

V  Prior,  and  I,  fent  him  a  letter,  turning  this  into  ridicule.  He 
A1  has  to-day  printed  the  letter,  and  figned  it.  J.  S.  M .  P.  and  N.  R. 

•'  the  firft  letters  of  all  our  names.''  Journal  to  Stella,  Dec.  2, 1710.— 
The  Dean  obferves,  in  another  place,  "  The  modern  phrafe  '  Great- 
'*  Britain*  is  only  to  diftinguifh  it  from  Little- Britain,  where  oH 
*«  cloaths  and  old  books  are  to  be  bought  and  fold."  Letter  p 
Alderman  Barber,  Aug.  8,  1738. 
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cloth,  being  not  fo  fine  as  we  could  have  wifhed, 
was  North-Britifh  cloth.  But  the  worft  of  it  was, 
we  were  difturbed  all  dinner-time  by  the  noife  of 
the  children,  who  were  playing  in  the  paved  court 
at  North-Britifh  hoppers  ;  fo  we  paid  our  North- 
Briton  fooner  than  we  defigned,  and  took  coach  to 
North-Britain  yard,  about  which  place  moft  of  us 
live.  We  had  indeed  gone  a-foot ;  only  we  were 
under  fome  apprehenfions,  left  a  North-Britifh  mift 
fhould  wet  a  South-Britifli  man  to  the  fkin. — We 
think  this  matter  prqperly  exprefTed,  according  to 
the  accuracy  of  the  new  ftyle,  fettled  by  you  in  one 
of  your  late  papers.  You  will  pleafe  to  give  your 
opinion  upon  it  to,  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fervants, 

J.  S.  M.  P.  N.  R. 


THE     TATLER*  N°.  5. 

— —  Laceratque,  trahitque 

Molle  pecus.— —  Virg. 

From  Tuefday,  Jan.  23,  to  Saturday,  Jan.  27,  17 10. 

AMONG  other  fervices  I  have  met  with  from 
fome  criticks,  the  crueleft  for  an  old  man  is, 
that  they  will  not  let  me  be  at  quiet  in  my  bed,  but 
purfue  me  to  my  very  dreams.     I  muft  not  dream 

•  N.  B.  The  two  following  Tatters  are  not  in  the  four  volume* 
pubBfhed  by  Sir  Richard  Steele, 

but 
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but  when  they  pleafe,  nor  upon  long  continued 
fubjeds,  however  vifionary  in  their  own  natures, 
becaufe  there  is  a  manifeft  moral  quite  through 
them,  which  to  produce  as  a  dream  is  improbable 
and  unnatural.  The  pain  I  might  have  had  from 
this  obje&ion,  is  prevented,  by  confidering  they 
have  miffed  another,  againft  which  I  fliould  have 
been  at  a  lofe  to  defend  myfeif.  They  might  have 
aiked  me,, whether  the  dreams  I  publifh  can  prc^ 
perly  be  called  lucubrations,  which  is  the  name  I 
have  given  to  all  my  papers,  whether  in  volumes 
or  half-fheets :  fo  manifeft  a  contradi&ion  in  Ur* 
minis ,>  that  I  wonder  no  fophifter  ever  thought  of 
it.  But  the  other  is  a  cavil.  I  remember,  when  I 
was  a  boy  at  fchool,  I  have  often  dreamed  out  the 
whole  paflages  of  a  day ;  that  I  rode  a  journey, 
baited,  flipped,  went  to  bed,  and  rofe  next  morn- 
ing :  and  I  have  known  young  ladies,  who  could 
dream  a  whole  contexture  of  adventures  in  one 
night,  large  enough  to  make  a  novel.  In  youth 
the  imagination  is  ftrong,  not  mixed  with  cares, 
nor  tinged  with  thofe  paffions  that  moft  difturb 
and  confound  it :  fuch  as  avarice,  ambition,  and 
many  others.  Now,  as  old  men  are  laid  to  grow 
children  again,  fo  in  this  article  of  dreaming,  I  am 
returned  to  my  childhood.  My  imagination  is  at 
full  eafe,  without  care,  avarice,  or  ambition  to 
clog  it ;  by  which,  among  many  others,  I  have 
this  advantage  of  doubling  the  fmall  remainder  of 
my  time,  and  living  four  and  twenty  hours  in  the 
day.  Howe^r^  the  dream  I  am  going  now  to  *e- 
late,  is  as  wild  as  can  well  be  imagined,  and  adapted 
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o  plcafe  thefe  refiners  upon  fieep,  without  any 
noral  that  I  can  difcover. 

cc  It  happened,  that  my  maid  left  on  the  tabic 
c  in  my  bed-chamber  one  of  her  ftory-books  (as 
'  fhe  calk  them)  which  I  took  up,  and  found  full 

*  of  ftrange  impertinence,  fitted  to  her  tafte  and 

*  condition ;  of  poor  fervants  who  came  tp  be  la- 

*  dies,  and  ferving-men  of  low  degree  who  mar- 
u  ried  kings  daughters.     Among  other  things,  I 

*  met  this  fage  obfervation,  That  a  lion  would 
"  never  hurt  a  true  virgin.  With  this  medley  of 
u  nonfenfe  \n  my  fancy,  I  went  to  bed,  and- 
"  dreamed  that  a  friend  waked  me  in  the  morning, 
"  and  propofed  for  paftime  to  fpend  a  few  hours 
"  in  feeing  the  parifli  lions,  which  he  had  not 
tt  done  fince  he  came  to  town  ;  and  becaufe  they 
"  fhewed  but  once  a  week,  he  would  not  mifs  the 
a  opportunity.  I  faid  I  would  humour  him ;  al- 
u  though,  to  fpeak  the  truth,  I  was  not  fond  of 
"  thofe  cruel  fpe&aclea  ;  and,  if  it  were  not  fo  an- 
u  dent  a  cuftom,  founded  (as  I  had  heard)  upon 

*  the  wifeft  maxims,  I  fhcruld  be  apt  to  cenfure 
u  the  inhumanity  of  thofe  who  introduced  it." 
All  this  will  be  a  riddle  to  the  waking  reader,  un- 
til I  difcover  the  fcene  my  imagination  had  formed, 
upon  the  maxim,  That  a  lion  would  never  hurt  a 
true  virgin.  u  I  dreamed,  that  by  a  law  of  imme- 
a  mortal  time,  a  he-lion  was  kept  in  every  parifli 
u  at  *he  common  charge,  and  in  a  place  provided 
"  adjoining  to  the  church-yard ;  that  before  any 
11  one  of  the  fair  fe*  was  married,  if  (he  affirmed 
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u  herfelf  to  be  a  virgin,  fhe  muft  on  her  wedding 

"  day,  and  in  her  wedding  cloaths,  perform  the 

<c  ceremony  of  going  alone  into  the  den,  and  flay 

tt  an  hour  with  the  lion,  let  loofe  and  kept  failing 

*  four  and  twenty  hours  on  purpofe.     At  a  proper 

€<  height  above  the  den  wefre  convenient  galleries 

u  for  the  relations  and  friends  of  the  young  couple, 

"  and  open  to   all   fpe&ators.      No  maiden  was 

"•  forced  to  offer  herfelf  to  the  lion ;  but,  if  flie 

"  refufed,   it  was  a  difgrace  to  marry  her,  and 

a  every  one  might  have  liberty  of  calling  her  a 

u  whore.     And  methought  it  was  as  ufual  a  diver- 

"  fion  to  fee  the  parifh  lions,  as  with  us  to  go  to 

"  a  play  or  an  opera.     And  it  was  reckoned  con- 

"  venient  to  be  near  the  church,  either  for  marry- 

"  ing  the  virgin,  if  fhe  efcaped  the  trial,  or  for 

<f  burying  her  bones,  when  the  lion  had  devoured 

"  the  reft,  as  he  conftantly  did." 

To  go  on  therefore  with  the  dr^am :  "  We  called 
u  firft  (as  I  remember)  to  fee  St.  Dunftan's  lion: 
"  but  we  were  told,  they  did  not  fhew  to-rday. 
"  From  thence  we  went  to  that  of  Covent-g^rden, 
u  which,  to  my  great  furprize,  we  found  as  lean 
u  as  4  fkeleton,  when  I  expe&ed  quite  the  con- 
"  trary ;  but  the  keeper  Jaid  it  was  no  wonder  at 
"  all,  becaufe  the  poor  beaft  had  not  got  an  ounce 
V  of  woman's  flefh  fmce  he  came  into  the  pariih. 
"  This  amazed  me  more  than  the  other,  and  I  was 
^  forming  to  myfelf  a  mighty  veneration  for  the 
?  ladies  in  that  quarter  of  the  town ;  when  the 
**  keeper  went  on,  and  faid  he  wondered  the  pa- 
*  riih  would  be  at  the  cl^rge  of  maintaining  a 
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"  lion  for  nothing. ,  Friend  (faid  I),  do  you  call  it 
u  nothing  to  juftify  the  virtue  of  fo  many  ladies  ; 
"  or  has  your  lion  loft  his  diflinguifhing  faculty  ? 
"  can  there  be  any  thing  more  for  the  honour  of 
"  your  parifli,  than  that  all  the  ladies  married  in 
"  your  church  were  pure  virgins  ?  That  is  true 
"  (faid  he),  and  the  dodtor  knows  it  to  his  forrowj 
"  for  there  has  not  been  a  couple  married  in  our 
"  church  fince  hi;  worfhip  came  among  us.  The 
u  virgins  hereabouts  are  too  wife  to  venture  the 
"  claws  of  the  lion ;  and  becaufe  nobody  will 
"  marry  them,  have  all  entered  into  a  vow  of  vir- 
"  ginity ;  fo  that  in  proportion  we  have  much  the 
"  largeft  nunnery  in  the  whole  town.  This  man- 
"  ner  of  ladies  entering  into  a  vow  of  virginity, 
44  becaufe  they  were  not  virgins,  I  eafily  conceived ; 
44  and  my  dream  told  me,  that  the  whole  kingdom 
4'  was  full  of  nunneries  plentifully  flocked  from  the 
44  fame  reafon. 

u  We  went  to  fee  another  lion,  where  we  found 
44  much  company  met  in  the  gallery*  The  keeper 
44  told  us,  we  fliould  fee  fport  enough,  as  he  called 
44  it ;  and  in  a  little  time  we  faw  a  young  beautifi  1 
u  lady  put  into  the  den,  who  walked  up  towards 
44  the  lion  with  all  imaginable  fecurity  in  her  coun- 
"  tenance,  and  looked  fmiling  upon  her  lover  and 
u  friends  in  the  gallery ;  which  I  thought  nothing 
"  extraordinary,  becaufe  it  was  never  known  that 
"  any  lion  had  been  miftaken.  But,  however,  we 
"  were  all  difappointed ;  for  the  lion  lifted  up  his 
"  right  paw,  which  was  the  fata]  fign,  and  advancing 
44  forward,  feized  her  by  the  arm,  and  began  to 
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u  tear  it     The  poor  lady  gave  a  terrible  fhriek, 

u  and  cried  out,  c  The  lion  is  juft,  I  am  no  vir- 

w  gin !  Oh !  Sappho !  Sappho !'  fhe  could  fay  no 

"  more,  for  the  lion  gave  her  the  coup  de  grace  by 

w  a  fqueeze  in  the  throat,  and  fhe  expired  at  his 

"  feet.     The  keeper  dragged  away  her  body,  to 

feed  the   animal  after  the  company  fhould  be 

u  gone :  for  the  parifh  lions  never  ufed  to  eat  in 

"  public.     After  a  little  paufe,  another  lady  came 

"  on  towards  the  lion  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 

u  former.     We  obferved  the  beaft  fmell  her  with 

"  diligence.     He  fcratched  both  her  hands  with 

u  lifting  them  to  Ms  nofe,  and  laying  one  of  his 

*c  claws  on  her  bofora,  drew  blood  ;  however,  he 

u  let  her  go,  and  at  the  fame  time  turned  from  her 

M  with  a  fort  of  contempt,  at  which  fhe  was  not  a 

"  little  mortified,  and  retired  with  fome  confufion 

u  to  her  friends  in  the  gallery.     Methought,  the 

u  whole    company   immediately   underftood   the 

"  meaning  of  this  $  that  the  eafinefs  of  the  lady 

"  had  fuffered  her  to  admit  certain  imprudent  and 

u  dangerous  familiarities,  bordering  too  much  upon 

w  what  is  criminal ;  neither  was  it  fure  whether 

u  the  lover  then  prefent  had  not  fome  fharers  with 

a  him  in  thofe  freedoms,   of  which  a  lady  can 

*  never  "be  too  fparing. 

u  This  happened  to  be  an  extraordinary  day ; 
<c  for  a  third  lady  came  into  the  den,  laughing 
H  loud,  playing  with  her  fan,  tofling  her  haul, 
€<  and  fmiling  round  on  the  young  fellows  in  the 
"  gaHery.  However,  the  lion  leaped  on  he  with 
"  great  fury,  and  we  gave  her  forgone  j  but  A  a 
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ct  fudden  he  let  go  his  hold,  and  turned  from  her 
C€  as  if  he  was  naufeated ;  then  gave  her  *  lafli 
c<  with  his  tail ;  after  which  fhe  returned  to  the 
"  gallery,  not  the  leaft  out  of  countenance :  and 
<€  this,  it  feems,  was  the  ufual  treatment  of 
w  coquets. 

"  I  thought  we  had  feen  enough ;  but  my  friend 

*  would  needs  have  us  go  and  vifit  one  or  two 
u  lions  in  the  city.     We  called  at  two  or  three 

dens,  where  they  happened  not  to  fhew;  but  we 
generally  found  half  a  fcore  young  girls,  be- 
tween eight  and  eleven  years  old,  playing  with 
u  each  lion,  fitting  on  his  back,  and  putting  their 
u  hands  into  his  mouth ;  fome  of  them  would  now 
14  and  then  get  a  fcratch,  but  we  always  difcovered 
"  upon  examining,  that  they  had  been  hoydening 

*  with  the  young  apprentices.  One  of  them  was 
w  calling  to  a  pretty  girl  about  twelve  years  old, 
u  who  flood  by  us  in  the  gallery,  to  come  down 
u  to  the  lion,  and,  upon  her  refufal,  faid,  *  Ah ! 
u  mifs  Betty,  we  could  never  get  you  to  come  near 
H  the  lion,  fince  you  played  at  hoop  and  hide  with 
H  my  brother  in  the  garret/ 

We  followed  a  couple,  with  the  wedding 
folks,  going  to  the  church  of  St.  Mary-A&. 
w  The  lady,  though  well  ftricken  in  years,  ex- 
"  tremely  crooked  and  deformed,  was  drefTed  out 
"  beyond  the  gaiety  of  fifteen;  having  jumbled 
"  together,  as  I  imagined,  all  the  tawdry  remains 

*  of  aunts,  god-mothers,  and  grandmothers,  ftSr 
u  fome  generations  paft.    One  of  the  neighbours 

*  whifpered  me,  that  (he  was  an  old  maid,  and 

2  •      '   *  had. 
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44  had  the  cleareft  reputation  of  any  in  the  parifh. 
44  There  is  nothing  ftrange  in  that,  thought  Ij 
"  but  was  much  furpmed  when  I  obferved  after- 
44  wards,  that  fhe  went  toward  the  lion  with  dif- 
44  truft  and  concern.  The  beaft  was  lying  down ) 
<c  but,  upon  fight  of  her,  fnufFed  up  his  nofe  two 
44  or  three  times,  and  then,  giving  the  fign  of 
44  death,  proceeded  inftantly  to  execution.  In  the 
44  midft  of  her  agonies,  fhe  was  heard  to  name  the 
44  words  Italy  and  artifices  with  the  utmoft  horror, 
44  and  feveral  repeated  execrations,  and  at  laft  con- 
44  eluded,  *  Fool  that  I  was,  to  put  fo  much  con- 
44  fidence  in  the  toughnefs  of  my  fkin  !* 

44  The  keeper  immediately  fet  all  in  order  again 
c<  for  another  cuftomer,  which  happened  to  be  a 
"  famous  prude,  whom  her  parents,  after  long 
44  threatenings  and  much  perfuafion,  had,  with  the 
44  extremeft  difficulty,  prevailed  on  to  accept  a 
44  young  har^fome  goldfmith,  who  might  have 
44  pretended  to  five  times  her  fortune.  The  fathers 
44  and  mothers  in  the  neighbourhood  ufed  to  quote 
"  her  for  an  example  to  their  daughters;  her  el- 
"  bows  were  riveted  to  her  fides,  and  her  whole 
"  perfon  fo  ordered,  as  to  inform,  every  body  that 
c<  Ihe'  was  afraid  they  fhould  touch  her.  She  only 
44  dreaded  to  approach  the  lion,  becaufe  it  was  a 
44  he-one,  and  abhorred  to  think  a  male. animal 
44  fhould  prefume  to  breathe  on  her.  The  fight  of 
44  ti  man  at  twenty  yards  diftanee  made  her  draw 
44  back  her  head.  She  always  fat  upon  the  farther 
44  corner  of  the  chair,  although  there  were  fix 
44  chairs  between  her  and  her  lover,  and  with  the 
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"  door  wide  opeii,  and  her  little  fifter  in  the  room* 
u  She  was  never  faluted  but  at  the  tip  of  the  ear ; 
€i  and  her  father  had  much^clo  to  make  her  dine 
ki  without  her  gloves,  when  there  was  a  man  at 
"  table.  She  entered  the  den  with  fome  fear, 
*4  which  we  took  to  piroceed  from  the  height  of 
"  her  modefty,  offended  at  the  fight  of  fo  many 
"  irien  in  the  gallery*  Th6  lio&i  beholding  her 
"  at  a  diftance,  immediately  gave  the  deadly  fign, 
"  at  which  the  poor  creature  (methinkd  I  fee  her 
"  ftill !)  mifcarridd  in  a  fright  before  Us  alh  The 
"  lion  feemed  to  be  as  much  furprized  as  we,  and 
u  gave  her  time  to  make  her  cdnfeffion  j  '  That  (he 
*c  was  five  nionths  gone  by  the  foreman  of  her 
"  father's  fhop,  and  that  this  was  her  third  big 
u  belly:'  and  when  her  friends  afked*  why  fhe 
u  fhould  venturd  the  trial  ?  fhe  faid*  c  Her  riurfe 
"  told  her,  that  a  lion  would  never  hurt  a  woman 
u  with  child*"  Upon  this  I  immediately  awaked, 
and  eould  not  help  wifhing*  that  the  deputy  cenfors 
of  my  late  inftitution,  were  endued  with  the  fame 
inftinft  as  thefe  parifti  lions. 


Vol.  V. 
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Ingenues  didicifle  fideliter  artcs 
Emollit  mores.  Ovn>. 

From  Sat,  March  3,  to  Tuef,  March  6,  1710. 

Prom  my  own  Apartment  in  Channel-row,  March  5. 

THOSE  inferior  duties  of  life,  which  the 
French  call  les  petitcs  morales^  or  the  fmaller 
morals,  are  with  us  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
good-manners  or  breeding.  This  I  look  upon,  in 
the  general  notion  of  it,  to  be  a  fort  of  artificial 
good  fenfe,  adapted  to  the  meaneft  capacities,  and  in- 
troduced to  make  mankind  eafy  in  their  commerce 
with  each  other.  Low  and  little  underftandings, 
without  fome  rules  of  this  kind,  would  be  perpe- 
tually wandering  into  a  thoufand  indecencies  and 
irregularities  in  behaviour ;  and  in  their  ordinary 
converfation,  fall  into  the  fame  boifterous  familia- 
rities, that  one  obferves  among  them  when  a  de- 
bauch has  quite  taken  away  the  ufe  of  their  reafon. 
In  other  inftances  it  is  odd  to  confider,  that  for 
want  of  common  difcretion,  the  very  end  of  good- 
breeding  is  wholly  perverted  ;  and  civility,  intended 
to  make  us  eafy,  is  employed  in  laying  chains  and 
fetters  upon  us,  in  debarring  us  of  our  wiihes,  and 
in  croffing  our  moft  reafonable  denres  and  inclina- 
tions. This  abufe  reigns  chiefly  in  the  country,  as 
I  found  to  my  vexa&in,  when  I  was  laft  there, 
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in  a  vifit  I  made  to  a  neighbour  about  two  miles 
From  my  coufiru     As  foon  as  I  entered  the  par- 
lour,  they  put  me,  into  the^reat  chair  that  flood 
clofe  by  a  huge  fire,  and^ept  me  there  by  force 
until  I  was  almoft  ftifled.     Then  a  boy  came  in 
great  hurry  to  pull  off  my  boots,  which  I  in  vain 
oppofed,  urging  that  I  muft  return  foon  after  din- 
ner.    In  the  mean  time,  the  good  lady  whifpered 
her  eldeft  daughter,   and  flipped  a  key  into  her 
hand  ;  the  girl  returned  inftantly  with  a  beer-gla& 
half  full  of  aqua  rnirabilis  and  fyrup  of  gillyflowers. 
I  took  as  much  as  I  had  a  mind  for,  but  madam 
vowed  I  fliould  drink  it  off;  for  (he  was  fure  it 
would  do  me  good  after  coming  out  of  the  cold 
air ;  and  I  was  forced  to  obey,  which  abfolutely 
took  away  my  ftomach.     When  dinner  came  in,  I 
had  a  mind  to  fit  at  a  diftance  from  the  fire  ;  but 
they  told  me  it  was  as  much  as  my  life  was  worth, 
and  fet  me  with  my  back  juft  againft  it.     Although 
my  appetite  was  quite  gone,  I  was  refolved  to  force 
down  as  much  as  I  could,  and  defired  the  leg  of  a 
pullet.     "  Indeed,  Mr.  Bickerftaff  (fays  the  lady), 
"  you  muft  eat  a  wing,  to  oblige  me;"   and  fo 
put  a  couple  upon  my  plate.     1  was  perfecutcd  at 
this  rate  during  the  whole  meal ;    as  often  as  I 
called  for  fmall  beer,  the  matter  tipped  the  wink, 
and  the  fervant  brought  me  a  brimmer  of  October. 
Some  time  after  dinner,   I   ordered    my  coufin's 
man,  who  came  with  me,  to  get  ready  the  horfes; 
but  it  was  refolved  I  fhould  not  ftir  that  night; 
and  when  I  feemed  pretty  much  bent  upon  going, 
they  ordered  the  liable  door  to  be  locked,  and  the 
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children  hid  my  cloak  and  boots.  The  next  ques- 
tion was,  What  would  I  have  for  fupper  ?  1  faid,  I 
never  eat  any  thing  at  night :  but  was  at  Iaft,  in 
my  own  defence,  obliged  to  name  the  firft  thing 
that  came  into  my  head.  After  three  hours  fpent 
chiefly  in  apologies  for  my  entertainment,  infinua- 
ting  to  me,  u  That  this  was  the  worft  time  of  the 

*  year  for  provifions ;  that  they  were  at  a  great 

*  diftance  from  any  market ;  that  they  were  afraid 
"  I  fliould  be  ftarved ;  and  that  they  knew  they 
"  kept  me  to  mylofs;*1  the  lady  went,  and  left 
me  to  her  hufband ;  for  they  took  fpecial  care  I 
Ihould  never  be  alone.  As  foon  as  her  back  was 
turned,  the  little  mifles  ran  backwards  and  forwards 
every  moment,  and  conftantly  as  they  came  in,  or 
went  out,  made  a  courtefy  dire&ly  at  me,  which, 
in  good  manners,  I  was  forced  to  return  with  a 
bow,  and  Your  humble  fefvant,  pretty  mils.  Ex- 
actly at  eight  the  mother  came  up,  and  difcovered, 
by  the  rednefs  of  her  face,  that  fupper  was  not  far 
oflf.  It  was  twice  as  large  as  the  dinner,  and  my 
perfecution  doubled  in  proportion.  I  defired  at  my 
ufual  hour  to  go  to  my  repofe,  and  was  conduded 
to  my  chamber  by  the  gentleman,  his  lady,  and 
the  whole  train  of  children.  They  importuned 
me  to  drink  fomething  before  I  went  to  bed  ;  and, 
upon  my  refufing,  at  laft  left  a  bottle  of  ftingo  as' 
they  called  it,  for  fear  1  Ihould  wake  and  be  thirfty 
in  the  night.  I  was  forced  in  the  morning  to  rife 
and  drefe  niyfelf  in  the  dark,  becaufe  they  would 
Hot  fuffer  my  kinfman's  fervant  to  difturb  me  at 
the  hour  I  delired  to  be  called,    I  was  now  refolved 
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to  break  through  all  xneafures  to  get  away ;  and, 
after  fitting  down  to  a  monftrous  breakfaft  of  cold 
bee£  mutton,  neats  tongues,  venifoQ  pafty,  and 
ftale  beer^  took  leave  of  the  family.  JSut  the  gen- 
tleman would  needs  fee  me  part  of  the  way,  and 
carry  rae  a  fhort  cut  through  his  own  ground, 
which  he  told  me  would  fave  half  a  mile's  riding. 
This  laft  piece  of  civility  had  like  to  have  coft  me 
dear,  being  once  or  twice  in  danger  of  my  neck  by 
leaping  over  his  ditches,  and  at  laft  forced  to  alight 
in  the  dirt,  when  my  horfe,  having  flipped  his 
bridle,  ran  away,  and  took  us  up  more  than  an 
hour  to  recover  him  again, 

It  is  evident,  that  none  of  the  abfijrdities  I  met 
with  \n  this  yifit  proceeded  from  an  ill  intention, 
but  from  a  wrong  judgment  of  complaifance,  and 
a  mifapplication  in  the  rules  of  it.  I  cannot  fo 
eafily  excufe  the  more  refined  criticks  upon  beha- 
viour, who,  having  profefled  no  other  ftudy,  are 
yet  infinitely  defe&ive  in  the  moft  material  parts 
pf  it.  tyed  Fafhion  has  beeQ  bred  all  his  life  about 
court,  apd  underftands  tq  a  tittle  all  the  pun&ilios 
of  4  drawing-room.  He  vifits  moft  of  the  fine 
women  near  St.  James's,  afld  upo©  every  occa^r 
fion,  fays  the  eivjleft  and  fofteft  things  tp  them  of 
any  breathing.  To  M[r.  Ifuac  *  h$  owes  an  eafy 
Aide  in  his  bow,  and  a  graceful  manner  of  coming 
into  a  room:  but,  \n  fome  other  cafes,  he  is  very 
far  from  being  a  well-bred  perfon.  He  laughs  at 
men  of  far  fuperior  underftanding  to  his  own,  for 

f  A  famoys  d^ncing-maftcr  in  thofc  days. 
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not  being  as  well  drefled  as  himfelf ;.  defpifes  all  his 
acquaintance  who  are  not  of  quality,  and  in  public 
places  has,  on  that  account,  often  avoided  taking 
notice  of  fome  among  the  beft  fpeakers  of  the  houfe 
of  commons.  He  rails  ftrenuoufly  at  both  univer- 
fities  before  the  members  of  either  j  and  is  never 
heard  to  fwear  an  oath,  or  break  in  upon  religion 
and.  morality,  except  in  the  company  of  divines. 
On  the  other  hand,  a  man  of.  right  fenfe  has  all  the 
eflentials  of  gpod->breeding,  although  he  may  be 
wanting  in  the  forms  of  it.  Horatio  has  fpent 
ifnoft  of  his  time  at  Oxford  :  he  has  a  great  deal  of 
learning,  an  agreeable  wit,  and  as  much  modefty 
'as  may  ferve  to  adorn,  without  concealing,  his 
other  good  qualities.  In  that  retired  way  of  living, 
he  feems  to  have  formed  a  notion  of  human  na- 
ture, as  he  has  found  it  defcribed  in  the  writings  of 
the  greateft  men,  not  as  he  is  likely  to  meet  with 
it  in  the  common  courfc  of  life.  Hence  it  is  that 
he  gives  no  offence,  but  converfes  with  great  defe- 
rence, candor,  and  humanity.  His  bow,  I  muft 
confels,  is  fomewhat  aukward ;  but  then  he  has 
an  extenfive,  univerfal,  and  unafFe&ed  knowledge, 
which  may,  perhaps,  a  little  excufe  him.  He  would 
make  no  extraordinary  figure  at  a  ball ;  but  I  can 
aflfure  the  ladies,  in  his  behalf,  and  for  their  own 
confolation,  that  he  has  writ  better  verfes  on  the 
fefc  than  any  man  now  living,  and  is  preparing 
fuch  a  poem  for  the  prefs,  as  will  tranfmit  their 
praifes,  and  his  own?  to  many  generations. 

THE 
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O  Lycida,  vivi  pervenimus,  advena  noftri 
(Quod  nunquam  veriti  fumus)  ut  pofleflbr  agelli 
Diceret,  Haec  nlea  funt,  vetercs  migrate  coloni. 

VlRC. 

Thurfday,  March  15,  17 10. 
From  my  own  Apartment  in  Channel-Row,  March  14. 

TH  E  dignity  and  diftin&ion  of  men  of  wit  i* 
feldom  enough  confidered,  either  by  them- 
felves  or  others;  their  own  behaviour,  and  the 
ufage  they  meet  with,  being  generally  very  much 
of  a  piece.  I  have  at  this  time  in  my  hands  an  al- 
phabetical lift  of  the  beaux  efprits  about  this  town, 
four  or  five  of  whom  have  made  the  proper  ufe  of 
their  genius,  by  gaining  the  efteem  ff  the  beft  and 
greateft  men,  and  by  turning  it  to  their  own  ad- 
vantage in  fome  eftablifhment  of  their  fortunes, 
however  unequal  to  their  merit ;  others,  fatisfying 
themfelves  with  the  honour  of  having  accefs  to 
great  tables,  and  of  being  fubjed  to  the  call  of 
every  man  of  quality,  who  upon  occafion  wants 
one  to  fay  witty  things  for  the  diverfion  of  the 
company.  This  treatment  never  moves  my  indig- 
nation fo  much  as  when  it  is  pradtifed  by  a  per- 
fon,  who  though  he  owes  his  own  rife  purely  to 

#  "  Little  Harrifon  came  to  me,  and  begged  me  to  di&ate  a 
'{  paper  to  him  ;  which  I  was  forced  in  charity  to  do."  Journal  to 
ftflb,  March  14.  N. 
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tlie  reputation  of  his  part6,  yet  appears  to  be  as 
much  afhamed  of  jt,  as  a  rich  city  knight  to  be 
denominated  from  the  trade  he  was  firft  apprenticed 
to  ;  and  affedts  the  air  of  a  man  born  to  his  titles,, 
and  confcquently  above  the  character  of  a  wit,  or 
a  fcholar.  If  thofe  who  poflfefs  great  endowments 
of  the  mind  would  fet  ajiiftvalue  upon  themfelves, 
they  would  think  no  man's  acquaintance  whatfoevef 
a  condefcenfton,  nor  accept  it  from  the  greateft 
upon  unworthy  or  ignominious  terms.  I  know  a 
certain  lord,  that  h?is  often  invited  a  fet  of  people, 
3&9  propofed  for  tl>eir  diverfion  a  buffoon  player, 
and  an  eminent  poet,  to  be  of  tfye  party;  and, 
which  was  yet  worfe?  thoijgbt  then}  both  fuf^ciently 
recompenfed  by  the  dinner,  and  the  honour  of  his 
company.  Th|8  |dnd  of  infolence  is  rifeji  to  fuch 
a  height,  that  I  fnyfplf  wa$  the  othef  day  fent  tq 
by  a  man  with  a  title,  whom  J  had  never  feen, 
defiling  tfie  favour  that  I  wpuld  dine  with  him  and 
half  a  cjozen  of  his  feleft  friends.  I  found  after- 
wards, the  footman  had  tpld  my  maid  below  ftairs^ 
that  my  lprfl,  having  q,  ipintf  to  be  merry  ?  had  re- 
folved  right  or  wrong  to  fend  foj  honeft  Ifaac.  I 
yras  fufficiently  provoked  with  the  meflage  ;  how- 
ever, I  gave  the  fellow  no  other  anfwer,  than  that 
"  I  believed  he  had  miftaken  the  perfon,  for  I  did 
"  not  remember  that  his  lord  had  ever  been  intro- 
"  auced  to  ine."  I  have  reafon  to  apprehend  that 
this  abufe  has  been  owing  rather  to  a  meannefs  of 
fpirit  in  men  of  parts,  than  to  the  natural  pride  or 
ignorance  of  their  patrons.  Yo^ng  ftudents,  com-* 
mg  up  to  town  from  the  places  of  their  education. 
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are  dazzled  with  the  grandeur  they  every  where 
meet ;  and  making  too  much  hafte  to  diftinguilh 
their  parts,  infead  of  waiting  tp  be  defired  and 
carefled,  are  ready  to  pay  their  court  at  any  rate  to 
a  great  man,,  whofe  name  they  have  ieen  in  a  pub- 
lic paper,  or  the  frontifpiece  of  a  dedication.  It 
has  not  always  been  thus ;  wit  in  polite  ages  has 
ever  begot  either  efteem  or  fear :  the  hopes  of  being 
celebrated,  or  the  dread  of  being  ftigmatized,  pro- 
cured a  univerfal  refped  and  awe  for  the  perfons 
pf  fuch  as  wete  allowed  to  have  the  power  of  dis- 
tributing fame  or  infamy  where  they  pleafed. 
Aretine  had  all  the  princes  of  Europe  his  tributa- 
ries :  and  when  any  of  them  had  committed  a  folly 
that  laid  them  open  to  his  cenfure,  they  were 
forced  by  Ibme  prefent  extraordinary  to  compound 
for  his  filence  ;  of  which  there  is  a  famous  inftance 
on  record.  When  Charles  the  Fifth  had  mifcarried 
ia  his  African  expedition,  which  was  looked  upon 
a?  the  weakeft  undertaking  of  that  great  emperor, 
he  fent  Aretine  a  gold  chain,  who  made  fome  di£* 
ficulty  of  accepting  it,  faying,  "  It  was  too  fmall 
f<  a  prefent  in  all  reafon  for  fp  great  a  fqlly."  For 
my  own  part,  in  this  point  I  differ  from  him;  and 
never  could  be  prevailed  upon,  by  any  valuable 
ponfideration,  to  conceal  a  fault  or  ai  folly,  fince  I 
£rft  took  the  cenforfhip  upon  me, 
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Tuefday,  September  a8,  1710. 


,   .  Frommy  own  Apartment,  September  27. 

TH  E  following  letter  has  laid  before  me  many 
great  and  manifeft  evils  in  the  world  of  letters, 
which  I  had  overlooked ;  but  it  opens  to  me  a  very 
bufy  fcenei  and  it  will  require  no  fmall  care  and 
application  to  amend  errors,  which  are  become  fo 
univerfal.  The  affe&ation  of  politenefs  i*  expofed 
in  this  epiftle  with  a  great  deal  of  wit  an^difcern- 
ment ;  fo  that,  whatever  difcourfes  I  may  fall  into 
hereafter  upon  the  fubjedt  the  writer  treats  of,  I 
fliall  at  prefent  lay  the  matter  before .  the  world 
without  the  leaft  alteration  from  the  words  of  my 
correfpondent. 

To  ISAAC  BICKERSTAFF,  Efq* 

SIR, 

"  THERE  are  fome  abufes  among  us  of  great 
"  confequence,  the  reformation  of  which  is  pro- 
"  perly  your  province ;  although,  as  far  as  I  have 
"  been  converfant  in  your  papers,  you  have  not 
"  yet  confidered  them*  Thefe  are,  the  deplorable 
"  ignorance  that  for  fome  years  has  reigned  among 
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u  our  Englifh  writers^  the  great  depravity  of  our 
"  tafte,  and  the  continual  corruption  of  oujr  ftyle. 
"  I  fay  nothing  here  of  thofe  who  handle  parti- 
"  cular  fciences,  divinity,  law,  phyfick,  and  the 
w  like  ;  I  mean  the  traders  in  hiftory,  and  poli- 
"  ticks,  and  the  Belles  Lettres,  together  with  thofe 
"  by  whom  books  are  not  tranflated,  but  (as  the 
"  common  expreffions  are)  done  out  of  French, 
"  Latin,  or  other  languages,  and  made  Englifh.  I* 
"  cannot  but  obferve  to  you,  that,  until  of  latd? 
"  years,  a  Grub-ftreet  book  was  always  boimd  in 
"  fheep-fkin,  with  fuitable  print  and  paper,  the 
"  price  never  above  a  (hilling,  and  taken  off  wholly 
"  by  common  tradefmen  or  country  pedlars ;  but 
u  now  they  appear  in  all  fizes  and  fhapes,  and  in 
u  all  places ;  they  are  handed  about  from  lapfuls  in 
"  every  coffee-houfe  to  perfons  of  quality;  are 
iC  fhewn  in  Weftminfter-hall  and  th^Hourt  of  Re- 
"  quefts  j  you  may  fee  them  gilt,  and  in  royal 
"  paper,  of  five  or  fix  hundred  pages,  and  rated 
"  accordingly,  I  would  engage  to  furnifh  you 
u  with  a  catalogue  of  Englifh  books,  publifhe4 
u  within  the  compafs  of  feven  years  paft,  which 
"  at  the  firft  hand  would  coft  you  a  hundred 
"  pounds,  wherein  you  fhall  not  be  able  to  find 
"  ten  lines  together  of  common  grammar,  or  com- 
"  mon  fenfe. 

"  Thefe  two  evils,  ignorance  and  want  of  tafte, 
"  have  produced  a  third,  I  mean  the  continual 
"  corruption  of  our  Englilh  tongue,  which,  with- 
i4  out  fome  timely  remedy,  will  fuffer  more  by  the 
**  falfe  refinements  of  twenty  years  paft,  than  it 
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u  has  been  improved  in  the  foregoing  hundred. 
"  And  this  is  svhat  I  defign  chiefly  to  enlarge 
"  upon,  leaving  #ie  foj pier  eyils  to  your  animad- 
*  verfion. 

"  But,  inftead  of  giving  you  a  lift  pf  the  late 
c*  refinements  crept  into  our  language,  I  here  fend 
**  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  forae  time  ago 
"  from  a  moft  accomplifhed  perfon  in  this  way  of 
*c  writing,  upon  which  I  {hall  make  fome  remark?, 
*'  It  i$  in  thefe  t?rm? ; 

SIR, 

I  cou'dn't  get  the  things  you  fent  for  all  abouf 
town. — /  tho't  to  ha'  come  down  myfelf  and  then 
I'd  ha'  bro't  'um  ;  but  ha'nt  don't,  and  I  believe  J 
can't  do't,  that's  pozz.— Tom  begins  to  g'imfelf  airs, 
becaufe  he's  going  with  the  plenipo's.— 'Tisfaid  tb$ 
French  king  will  bamboozel  us  agen,  which  caufes 
many  {peculations.  The  Jacks,  and  others  of  that 
kidney,  are  verry  uppifh  and  alert  upon't,  as  you 
may  fee  by  their  phizz?s. — Will  Hazard  has  got  the 
hipps,  having  loft  to  the  tune  of  Jive  hundrd  pound, 
tho'  he  under/lands  play  very  well,  no  body  better. 
He  has  promis't  me  upon  Rep  to  leave  off  play ;  but 
you  know  'tis  a  weaknefs  he's  too  apt  to  give  into, 
tho'  he  has  as  much  wit  as  any  man,  no  body  more  \ 
he  has  lain  incog  ever  f  nee. — The  mob's  very  quiet 
with  us  now. — I  believe  you  tho't  /  banter'd  you  in 
my  lajl  like  a  country  put. — /fiian?t  leave  town  tbif 
mpntbr  &c? 
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44  This  letter  is,  in  every  point,  an  admirable 
u  pattern  of  the  prefent  polite  way  of  writing ;  nor 
*•  is  it  of  lefs  authority  for  being  an  epiftle  :  you 
44  may  gather  every  flower  of  it,  with  a  thoufand 
a  more  of  equal  fweetnefs,  from  the  books,  pam- 
44  phlets,  and  fingle  papers,  offered  us  every  day 
44  in  the  coffee-houfes.  And  tljefe  are  the  beauties 
44  introduced  to  fupply  the  want  of  wit,  fenfe,  hu- 
44  mour,  and  learning,  which  formerly  were  look- 
44  ed  upon  as  qualifications  for  a  writer.  If  a  man* 
"  of  wit,  who  died  forty  years  ago,  were  to  rife 
44  from  the  grave  on  purpofe,  how  would  he  be 
"  able  to  read  this  letter  ?  and  after  he  had  gone 
44  through  that  difficulty,  how  would  he  be  able  to 
"  underftand  it  ?  The  firft  thing  that  ftrikes  your 
44  eye,  is  the  breaks  at  the  end  of  almoft  every  fen- 
*  tence  j  of  which  I  know  not  the  ufe,  only  that 
"  it  is  a  refinement,  and  very  frequently  pradtifed. 
44  Then  you  will  obferve  the  abbreviations  and  eli- 
44  fions,  by  which  confonants  of  moft  obdurate 
44  founds  are  joined  together  without  one  foften- 
44  ing  vowel  to  intervene :  and  all  this  only  to 
c<  make  one  fyllable  of  two,  dire&ly  contrary  to 
"  the  example  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans ;  alto- 
4<  gether  of  the  Gothic  ftrain,  and  of  a  natural  ten- 
*4  dency  towards  relapfing  into  barbarity,  which 
41  delights  in  monosyllables,  and  uniting  of  mute 
44  confonants,  as  it  is  obfervabie  in  all  the  Northern 
44  languages.  And  this  is  ftill  more  vifible  in  the 
44  next  refinement,  which  confifts  in  pronouncing 
44  the  firft  fyllable  in  a  word  that  has  many,  and 
44  difoiifling  the  reft  j  fuch  as  phizz,  hipps,  mobb, 

8  "  pozs, 
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cc  pozz,  rep,  and  many  more ;  when  we  are  al- 
u  ready  overloaded  with  monofyllables,  which  are 
<c  the  difgrace  of  our  language.  Thus  we  cram 
u  one  fyllable,  and  cut  off  the  reft ;  as  the  owl 
a  fattened  her  mice  after  fhefc  had  bit  off  their  legs,  to 
u  prevent  them  from  running*  away  ;  and  if  ours 
€i  be  the  fame  reafon  for  maiming  words,  it  will 
u  certainly  anfwer  the  endj  for  I  am  fure  no 
u  other  nation  will  delire  to  borrow  them.  Some 
<4  words  are  hitherto  but  fairly  fplit,  and  therefore 
tt  only  in  their  way  to  perfe&ion,  as  incog,  and 
u  plenipo ;  but  in  a  fhort  time,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
"  they  will  be  further  docked  to  inc.  and  pleru 
"  This  refle&ion  has  made  me  of  late  years  very 
u  impatient  for  a  peace,  which  I  believe  would 
u  fave  the  lives  of  many  brave  words  as  well  as  men. 
u  The  war  has  introduced  abundance  of  polyfylla- 
<c  bles,  which  will  never  be  able  to  live  many  more 
u  campaigns.  Speculations,  operations,  prelimi- 
w  naries,  ambafladors,  palifadoes,  communications, 
€C  circumvallations,  battalions,  as  numerous  as  they 
"  are,  if  they  attack  us  too  frequently  in  our  coffee- 
tt  houfes,  we  (hall  certainly  put  them  to  flight,  and 
*  cut  off  the  rear. 

"  The  third  refinement  obfervable  in  the  letter 
a  I  fend  you,  confifts  in  the  choice  of  pertain 
w  words  invented  by  fome  pretty  fellows,  fuch  as 
"  banter,  bamboozle,  country-put,  and  '  kidney, 
41  as  it  is  there  applied ;  fome  of  which  are  now 
4C  ftruggling  for  the  vogue,  and  others  are  in  pof- 
a  feflion  of  it.  I  have  done  my  utmoft  for  fome 
"  years  paft  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  mob  and  banter, 

"  but 
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"  but  have  been  plainly  borne  down  by  numbers* 
"  and  betrayed  by  thofe  who  promifed  to  aflift 
"  me. 

"  In  the  laft  place,  you  are  to  take  notice  of  cer- 
"  tain  choice  phrafes  fcattered  through  the  letter ; 
"  fome  of  them  toterable  enough,  till  they  were 
"  worn  to  rags  by  fervile  imita&ws.  You  might 
"  eafily  find  them,  although  they  were  not  in  a 
"  different  print,  and  therefore  I  need  not  difturb 
"  them. 

"  Thefe  are  the  falfe  refinements  in  our  ftyle, 
u  which  you  ought  to  correal :  firft,  by  arguments 
"  and  fair  means ;  but  if  thofe  fail,  I  think  you 
"  are  to  make  ufe  of  your  authority  as  cenfor, 
"  and  by  an  annual  index  expurgatorius  expunge 
"  all  words  and  phrafes  that  are  offenfive  to  good 
"  fenfe,  and  condemn  thofe  barbarous  mutilations 
u  of  vowels  and  fyllables.  In  this  laft  point  the 
"  ufual  pretence  is,  that  they  fpell  as  they  fpeak :  a 
c*  noble  ftandard  for  language!  to  depend  upon 
"  the  caprice  of  every  coxcomb,  who,  becaufe 
"  words  are  the  cloathing  of  our  thoughts,  cuts 
u  them  out  and  fhapes  them  as  he  pleafes,  and 
"  changes  them  oftener  than  his  drefs.  I  believe 
"  all  reafonable  people  would  be  content,  that  fuch 
"  refiners  were  more  fparing  of  their  words,  and 
"  liberal  in  their  fyllables.  On  this  head  I  fhould 
"  be  glad  you  would  beftow  fome  advice  upon  fe- 
ct  veral  young  readers  in  our  churches,  who, 
"  coming  up  from  the  univerfity  full  fraught  with 
"  admiration  of  our  town  politenefs,  will  needs 
u  corred  the  ftyle  of  our  prayer-books.  In  read- 
x  tf<  ing 
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"  ing  the  abfolution,  they  are  t^ery  careful  to  hj 
**  pardons  and  abfolves,  and  in  the  prayer  for  the 
<c  royal  family  it  muft  be  endue'um,  enrich'uni, 
fc  profper'urii,  and  briflg'um;  then  in  their  fer- 
u  mons  they  ufe  all  the  moderrf  terms  of  art, 
"  fham$  banter^  mofy  bubbly  bully,-  cuttings  £huf- 
•*  fling,  arid  palming  j  all  which*  and  many  mor<J 
"  of  the  like  (tamp*  as  I  have  heard  therii  often  in 
"  the  pulpit  from  fome  young  fophiftersj  fo  I  have 
"  read  them  in  fome  of  thofe  fermons  that  have 
"  made  a  great  noife  of  late.  The  defign,  it  feems* 
"  is  to  ayoid  the  dreadful  imputation  of  pedantry } 
"  to  fhew  us  that  they  know  the  town,  uriderftand 
"  men  and  manners,  and  hare  not  been  pbring 
u  upon  old  unfafhionable  books  in  the  univer* 
tt  fity, 

"  I  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  you  the  inftrumerit  cf 
"  introducing  into  our  ftyle  that  fimplicity,  which 
u  is  the  beft  and  trueft  ornatfient  of  moft  things  in 
"  human  life ;  which  the  politer  ages  always  aimeft 
"  at  in  their  building  and  drfcfs  (/implex  munditiis) 
"  as  well  as  their  produ&ions  of  wit.  It  is  mani* 
"  feft  that  all  new-affe&ed  modes  of  fpeech,  whe- 
"  ther  borrowed  from  the  court,  the  town,  or  the 
u  theatre,  are  the  firft  perifhing  patts  in  any  lan- 
"  guage ;  and,  as  I  could  prove  by  many  hun- 
"  dred  inftances,  have  beert  fo  in  ours*  The 
ct  writings  of  Hooker,  who  was  a  country  clergy- 
"  man,  and  of  Parfonsthejefuit*  both  in  the  reiga 
"  of  queen  Elizabeth,  are  in  a  ftyle,  that,  with  very 
"  few  allowances,  would  not  offend  any  prefent 
"  reader;  -much  more  clear  and  intelligible,  than 
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"  thofe  of  Sir  H.  Wotton,  Sir  Rob.  Naunton,  Of- 

44  born,  Daniel  the  hiftorian,   and  feveral  others 

"  who  writ  later ;  but  being  men  of  the   court, 

u  and  affe&ing  the  phrafes  then  in  fafhion,  they  are 

"  often  either  not  tabe  underftood,  or  appear  per- 

"  fe&Iy  ridiculous. 

u  What  remedies  are  to  be  applied  to  thefe  evils  I 

u  have  not  room  to  confider,  having,  I  fear,  already 

u  taken  up  moft  of  your  paper :  befides,  I  think 

"  it  is  our  office  only  to  reprefent  abufes,  and  yours 

u  to  redrefs  them. 

I  am,  with  great  refpeft, 
SIR, 

Yours,  fcfr." 


Vol.  V. 
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Friday,  April  27,  171 1. 

Nunquam  aliud  Natura,  aliud  Sapientia  dixit. 

Juv.  Sat.  xiv.  J2f# 

Good  fenfe  and  nature  always  fpeak  the  fame. 

WHEN  the  four  Indian  kings  were  in  this 
country  about  a  twelvemonth  ago,  I  often 
mixed  with  the  rabble,  and  followed  them  a  whole 
day  together,  being  wonderfully  ftruck  with  the 
fight  of  every  thing  that  is  new  or  uncommon.  I 
have,  fince  their  departure,  employed  a  friend  to 
make  many  inquiries  of  their  landlord  the  uphol* 
fterer,  relating  to  their  manners  and  converfation, 
as  alfo  concerning,  the  remarks  which  they  made 
in  this  country  :  for,  next  to  forming  a  right  no- 
tion of  fuch  ftrangers,  I  fhould  be  defirous  of  learn- 
ing what  ideas  they  have  conceived  of  us. 

The  upholfterer,  finding  my  friend  very  inquifitive 
about  thefe  his  lodgers,  brought  him  fome  time  fince 
a  little  bundle  of  paper  s^  which  heaflured  him  were 
written  by  king  Sa  Ga^Yean  Qua  Rafii  Tow,  and 
as  he  fuppofes,  left  behind  by  fome  miftake.  Thefe 
papers  are  now  tranflated,  and  contain  abundance 
7  of 
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of  very  odd  obfervations,  which  I  find  this  little  fra- 
ternity of  kings  made  during  their  ftay  in  the  ifle  of 
Great-Britain.  I  fhall  prefent  my  reader  with  a  fhort 
fpecimen  of  them  in  this  paper,  and  may  perhaps 
communicate  more  to  him  hereafter.  In  the  ar- 
ticle of  London  are  the  following  words,  which 
without  doubt  are  meant  of  the  church  of  St.  Paul : 
44  On  the  moll  rifing  part  of  the  town  there 
44  {lands  a  huge  houfe,  big  enough  to  contain  the 
44  whole  nation  of  which  I  am  king.  Our  good 
"  brother  E  Tow  O  Koani,  king  of  the  Rivers, 
44  is  of  opinion  it  was  made  by  the  hands  of  that 
44  great  God  to  whom  it  is  confecrated.  The  kings 
44  ofGranajah  and  of  the  Six  Nations  Relieve  that  it 
u  was  created  with  the  earth,  and  produced  on  the 
44  lame  day  with  the  fun  and  moon.  But  for  my 
44  own  part,  by  the  bed  information  that  I  could 
14  get  of  this  matter,  I  am  apt  to  think  that  this 
44  prodigious  pile  was  fafhioned  into  the  fhape  it 
44  now  bears  by  feveral  tools  and  inftruments,  of 
44  which  they  have  a  wonderful  variety  in  this  * 
44  country.  It  was  probably  at  firft  a  huge  mif- 
44  fhapen  rock  that  grew  upon  the  top  of  the  hill, 
44  which  the  natives  of  the  country  (after  having 
44  cut  it  into  a  kind  of  regular  figure)  bored  and 
44  hollowed  with  incredible  pains  and  indullry,  till 
"  they  had  wrought  it  into  all  thofe  beautiful  vaults 
44  and  caverns  into  which  it  is  divided  at  this  day. 
44  As  foon  as  this  rock  was  thus  curioufly  fcooped  to 
44  their  liking,  a  prodigious  number  of  hands  muft 
44  have  been  employed  in  chipping  the  outfide  of 
44  it,  which  is  novr  as  fmooth  as  the  furface  of  a 

P  2  "  pebble  ; 
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44  pebble  ;  and  is  in  feveral  places  hewri  out  into 
44  pillars,  that  ftand  like  the  trunks  of  fo  many  trees 
44  bound  about  the  top  with  garlands  of  leaves.  It 
44  is  probable  that  when  this  great  work  was  be- 
44  gun,  which  muft  have  been  many  hundred  years 
44  ago,  there  was  fome  religion  among  this  people ; 
44  for  they  give  it  the  name  of  a  temple,  and  have 
44  a  tradition  that  it  was  defigned  for  men  to  pay 
44  their  devotion  in.  And  indeed  there  are  feveral 
44  reafons  which  make  us  think  that  the  natives  of 
44  this  country  had  formerly  among  them  fome  fort 
46  of  worfhip;  for  they  fet  apart  every  feventh  day 
44  as  facred :  but,  upon  my  going  into  one  of  thefe 
44  holy  houfes  on  that  day,  I  could  not  obferve  any 
44  circumftance  of  devotion  in  their  behaviour. 
44  There  was  indeed  a  man  in  black,  who  was 
44  mounted  above  the  jreft,  and  feemed  to  utter 
44  fomething  with  a  great  deal  of  vehemence ;  but 
44  as  for  thofe  underneath  him,  inftead  of  paying 
44  their  worfhip  to  the  deity  of  the  place,  they  were 
44  moft  of  them  bowing  and  courtefying  to  one 
4i  another,  and  a  confiderable  number  of  them  faft 
44  afleep. 

44  The  queen  of  the  country  appointed  two  men 
44  to  attend  us,  that  had  enough  of  our  language  to 
44  make  themfelves  underftood  in  fome  few  parti- 
44  culars.  But  we  foon  perceived  thefe  two  were 
44  great  enemies  to  one  another,  and  did  not  al- 
"  ways  agree  in  the  fame  ftory.  We  could  make 
44  fhift  to  gather  out  of  one  of  them,  that  this 
44  ifland  was  very  much  infefted  with  a  monftrous 
44  kind  of  animals,  in  the  fhape  of  men,  called 
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Whigs  ;  and  he  often  told  us,  that  he  hoped  we 
fhould  meet  with  none  of  them  in  our  way,  for 
that,  if  we  did,  they  would  be  apt  to  knock  us 
down,  for  being  kings. 

"  Our  other  interpreter  ufed  to  talk  very  much 
of  a  kind  of  animal  called  a  Tory,  that  was  as 
great  a  monfter  as  the  Whig,  and  would  treat  us 
44  ill  for  being  foreigners.  Thefe  two  creatures,  it 
cc  feems,  are  born  with  a  fecret  antipathy  to  one 
44  another,  and  engage  when  they  meet  as  naturally 
44  as  the  elephant  and  the  rhinoceros.  But,  as  we 
c<  faw  none  of  either  of  thefe  fpecies,  we  are  apt  to 
44  think  that  our  guides  deceived  us  with  mifrepre- 
"  fentations  and  fictions,  and  amufed  us  with  an 
4<  account  of  fuch  monfters  as  are  not  really  in  their 
44  country*  Thefe  particulars  we  made  a  fhift  to 
44  pick  out  from  the  difcourfe  of  our  interpreters; 
44  which  we  put  together  as  well  as  we  could,  being 
"  able  to  underftand  but  "here  and  there  a  word  of 
"  what  they  faid,  and  afterwards  making  up  the 
44  meaning  of  it  among  ourfelves.  The  men  of 
44  the  country  are  very  cunning  and  ingenious  in 
rt  handicraft  works,  but  withal  fo  very  idle,  that 
44  we  often  faw  young  lufty  raw-boned  fellows  car- 
"  ried  up  and  down  the  ftreets  in  little  covered 
44  rooms  by  a  couple  of  porters,  who  are  hired  for 
"  that  fervice.  Their  drefs  is  likewife  very  bar- 
"  barous;  for  they  almoft  flrangle  themfelves  about 
"  the  neck,  and  bind  their  bodies  with  many  liga- 
44  tures,  that  we  are  apt  to  think  are  the  occaflon  of 
4C  feveral  diftempers  among  them,  which  our  coun- 
44  try  is  entirely  free  from.     Inftead  of  thofe  beau- 
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u  tiful  feathers  with  which  we  adorn  our  heads, 
"  they  often  buy  up  a  monfixous  bufh  of  hair, 
cc  which  covers  their  heads,  and  falls  down  in  a 
<c  large  fleece  below  the  middle  of  their  backs; 
"  with  which  they  walk  up  and  down  the  ftreets, 
"  and  are  as  proud  of  it  as  if  it  was  of  their  own 
ic  growth. 

"  We  were  invited  to  one  of  their  public  diver- 
*<c  fions,  where  we  hoped  to  have  feen  the  great 
*c  men  of  their  country  running  down  a  ftag,  or 
<c  pitching  a  bar,  that  we  might  have  difcovered 
<c  who  were  the  perfons  of  the  greateft  abilities 
"  among  them  ;  but  inftead  of  that,  they  conveyed 
w  us  into  a  huge  room  lighted  up  with  abundance 
u  of  candles,  where  this  lazy  people  fat  (till  above 
u  three  hours,  to  fee  feveral  feats  of  ingenuity 
"  performed  by  others,  who  it  feems  were  paid 
«  for  it. 

"  As  for  the  women  of  the  country,  not  being 
**  able  to  talk  with  them,  we  could  only  make  our 
u  remarks  upon  them  at  a  diftance.  They  let  the 
44  hair  of  their  heads  grow  to  a  great  length ;  but 
f<  as  the  men  make  a  great  fhew  with  heads  of  hair 
*  that  are  none  of  their  own,  the  women,  who 
u  they  fay  have  very  fine  heads  of  hair,  tie  it  up 
u  in  a  knot,  and  cover  it  from  being  feen.  The 
w  women  look  like  angels ;  and  would  be  more 
a  beautiful  than  the  fun,  were  it  not  for  little 
w  black  fp ots  that  are  apt  to  break  out  in  their 
"  faces,  and  fometimes  rife  in  very  odd  figures.  I 
<l  have  obferved  that  thofe  little  blemifhes  wear 
<c  oft  very  foonj  but  when  they  difappear  in  one 
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"  part  of  the  face,  they  are  very  apt  to  break  out 
"  in  another,  infomuch  that  I  have  feen  a  ipot  up- 
"  on  the  forehead  in  the  afternoon,  which  was  up- 
"  on  the  chin  in  the  morning." 
The  author  then  proceeds  to  fhew  the  abfurdity 
I  of  breeches  and  petticoats ;  with  many  other  cu- 
■  rious  obfervations,  which  I  fhall  referve  for  an- 
other occafion.  I  cannot  however  conclude  this 
paper  without  taking  notice,  That  amidft  thefe, 
wild  remarks  there  now  and  then  appears  fomething 
very  reafonable.  I  cannot  likewife  forbear  obferv- 
ing,  that  we  are  all  guilty  in  fome  meafure  of  the 
fame  narrow  way  of  thinking,  which  we  meet 
with  in  this  abftraft  of  the  Indian  journal,  when 
we  fancy  the  cuftoms,  drefles,  and  manners  of  other 
countries  are  ridiculous  and  extravagant,  if  they  do 
not  refemble  thofe  of  our  own. 
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IT  may  be  faid,  without  offence  to  other  cities 
of  much  greater  confequence  to  the  world,  that 
our  town  of  Dublin  does  not  want  its  due  propor- 
tion of  folly  and  vice,  both  native  and  imported  ; 
and  as  to  thofe  imported,  we  have  the  advantage 
to  receive  them  laft,  and  confequently,  after  our 
happy  manner,  to  improve  and  refine  upon  them. 

But,  becaufe  there  are  many  effe&s  of  folly  and 
vice  among  us,  whereof  fome  are  general,  others 
confined  to  fmaller  numbers,  and  others  again  per- 
haps to  a  few  individuals ;  there  is  a  fociety  lately 
eftablifhed,  who  at  great  expence  have  eredted  an 
office  of  intelligence,  from  which  they  are  to  receive 
weekly  information  of  all  important  events  and 
Angularities,  which  this  famous  metropolis  can 
furnifh.  Stridt  injunctions  are  given  to  have  the 
trueft  information ;  in  order  to  which,  certain  qua- 
lified perfons  are  employed  to  attend  upon  duty  in 
their  feveral  pofts ;  fome  at  the  play-houfe,  others 
in  churches ;  fome  at  balls,  aflemblies,  coffee-houfesf 
and  meetings'  for  quadrille;  fome  at  the  feveral 
courts  of  juftice,  both  fpiritual  and  temporal ;  fome 
at  the  college,  fome  upon  njy  lord  mayor  and  alder-r 
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men  in  their  public  affairs  j  laftly,  fome  to  converfe 
with  favourite  chamber-maids,  and  to  frequent 
thofe  ale-houfes  and  brandy-fhops  where  the  foot- 
men of  great  families  meet  in  a  morning  ;  only  the 
barracks  and  parliament-houfe  are  excepted ;  be- 
caufe  we  have  yet  found  no  enfans  perdus  bold 
enough  to  venture  their  perfons  at  either.  Out  of 
thefe  and  fome  other  ftore-houfes,  we  hope  to  ga- 
ther materials  enough  to  inform,  or  divert,  or  cor-  «* 
re<2,   or  vex  the  town. 

But  as  fads,  paflages,  and  adventures  of  all  kinds 
are  likely  to  have  the  greateft  fhare  in  our  paper, 
whereof  we  cannot  always  anfwer  for  the  truth ; 
due  care  (hall  be  taken  to  have  them  applied  to 
feigned  names,  whereby  all  juft  offence  will  be  re- 
moved ;  for  if  none  be  guilty,  none  will  have 
caufe  to  blufh  or  be  angry ;  if  otherwife,  then  the 
guilty  perfon  is  fafe  for  the  future  upon  his  prefent 
amendment,  and  fafe  for  thcprefeitf  from  all  but 
his  own  confcience.  .   • 

There  is  another  refolution  taken  among  us, 
which  I  fear  will  give  a  greater  and  more  general 
difcontent,  and  is  of  fo  fingular  a  nature  that  I  have 
hardly  confidence  enough  to  mention  it,  although 
it  be  abfolutely  neceffary  by  way  of  apology  for  fo 
bold  and  unpopular  an  attempt.  But  fo  it  is,  that 
eve  have  taken  a  defperate  counfel,  to  produce  into 
the  world  every  diftinguiflied  a&ion  either  of  juftice* 
prudence,  generofity,  charity,  friendfhip,  or  public 
rpirit,  which  comes  well  attefted  to  us.  And  al- 
though we  fhall  neither  here  be  fo  daring  as  to  af- 
Hgn  names,  yet  w?  fhall  hardly  forbear  to  give 
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fome  hints,  that  perhaps,  to  the  great  difpleafure 
of  fuch  deferving  perfons,  may  endanger  a  difco- 
very.  For  we  think  that  even  virtue  itfelf  fhould 
fubmit  to  fuch  a  mortification,  as  by  its  vifibility 
and  example  will  render  it  more  ufeful  to  the  world. 
But  however,  the  readers  of  thefe  papers  need  not 
be  in  pain  of  being  overcharged  with  fo  dull  and 
ungrateful  a  fubjedu  And  yet 'who  knows,  but 
fuch  an  occafion  may  be  offered  to  us  once  in  a  year 
or  two,  after  we  have  fettled  a  correfpondence  round 
the  kingdom  ? 

But,  after  all  our  boaft  of  materials  fent  us  by 
our  feveral  eihiflaries,  we  may  probably  foon  fall 
Ihort,  if  the  town  will  not  be  pleafed  to  lend  us 
farther  affiftance  towards  entertaining  itfelf.  The 
world  beft  knows  its  own  faults  and  virtues,  and 
whatever  is  fent  (hall  be  faithfully  returned  back, 
only  a  little  embellifhed  according  to  the  cuftom 
of  authors.  We  do  therefore  demand  and  exped 
continual  advertifements  in  great  numbers  to  be 
fent  to  the  printer  of  this  paper,  who  has  employed 
a  judicious  fecretary,  to  collect  fuch  as  may  be  moll 
ufeful  for  the  public. 

And  although  we  do  not  intend  to  expofe  oui 
own  perfons  by  mentioning  names,  yet  we  are  fo 
far  from  requiring  the  fame  caution  in  our  corre- 
fpondents,  that,  on  the  contrary,  we  exprefsly 
charge  and  command  them,  in  all  the  fa&s  they 
fend  us,  to  fet  down  the  names,  titles,  and  places 
of  abpde  at  length  j  together  with  a  very  particular 
defcription  of  the  perfons,  dreffes,  difpofitions  of 
the  feveral  lords,  ladies,  'fquires,  madams,  lawyers, 
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gamefters,  toupees,  fots,  wits,  rakes,  and  inform- 
ers, whom  they  fhall  have  occafion  to  mention; 
otherwife  it  will  not  be  poffible  for  us  to  adjuft 
our  ftyle  to  the  different  qualities  and  capacities  of 
the  perfons  concerned,  and  treat  them  with  the  re- 
{pe&,  or  familiarity,  that  may  be  due  to  their  fta- 
tions  and  characters,  which  we  are  determined  to 
obferve  with  the  utmoft  ftri&nefs,  that  none  may 
have  caufe  to  complain. 
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Ipfe  per  omnes 
lilt  perfonas,  et  turbam  reddet  in  unam* 

THE  players  having  now  almoft  done  with  the 
comedy  called  the  Beggar's  Opera  for  the 
feafon ;  it  may  be  no  unpleafant  fpeculation,  to  re- 
flect a  little  upon  this  dramatic  piece,  fo  fmgular 
in  the  fubje<3:  and  manner,  fo  much  an  original, 
and  which  has  frequently  given  fo  very  agreeable 
an  entertainment. 

Although  an  evil  tafte  be  very  apt  to  prevail, 
both  here  and  in  London ;  yet  there  is  a  point, 
which,  whoever  can  rightly  touch,  will  never  fail 
of  pleafing  a  very  great  majority ;  fo  great,  that 
the  diflikers  out  of  dulnefs  or  affectation  will  be 
filent,  and  forced  to  fall  in  with  the  herd  :  the 
point  I  mean  is,  what  we  call  humour  ;  which,  in 
its  perfedion?  is  allowed  to  be  much  preferable  to 
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wit ;  if  it  be  not  rather  the  moft  ufeful  and  agree- 
able fpecies  of  it. 

I  agree  with  Sir  William  Temple,  that  the  word 
is  peculiar  to  our  Englifli  tongue  j  but  I  differ  from 
him  in  the  opinion,  that  the  thing  itfelf  is  peculiar 
to  the  Englifh  nation,  becaufe  the  contrary  may  be 
found  in  many  Spanifh,  Italian,  and  French  pro- 
digious; arxd  particularly,  whoever  has  a  tafte  for 
true  humour,  will  find  a  hundred  inftances  of  it 
in  thofe  volumes  printed  in  France  under  the  name 
of  Le  Theatre  Italien ;  to  fay  nothing  of  Rabelais, 
Cervantes,  and  many  others. 

Now  I  tyke  the  comedy,  or  farce  (or  whatever 
name  the  criticks  will  allow  it)  called  the  Beggar's 
Opera,  to  excel  in  this  article  of  humour ;  and  up- 
on that  merit  to  have  met  with  fuch  prodigious 
fuccefs,  both  here  and  in  England. 

As  to  poetry,  eloquence,  and  mufick,  which  arc 
faid  to  have  moft  power  over  the  minds  of  men ; 
it  is  certain  that  very  few  have  a  tafte  or  judgment 
of  the  excellencies  of  the  two  former ;  and  if  a  man 
fucceed  in  either,  it  is  upon  the  authority  of  thefe 
few  judges,  that  lend  their  tafte  to  the  bulk  of 
readers,  who  have  none  of  their  own.  I  am  told 
there  are  as  few  good  judges  in  mufick  ;  and  .that 
among  thofe  who  crowd  the  operas,  nine  in  ten  go 
thither  merely  out  of  curiofity,  fafhion,  or  affect- 
ation. 

But  a  tafte  for  humour  is  in  fome  manner  fixed 
to  the  very-  nature  of  man,  and  generally  obvious  to 
the  vulgar :  except  upon  fubjedts  too  refined,  and 
fuperior  to  their  underftanding. 
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And,  as  this  tafte  of  humour  is  purely  natural, 
fo  is  humour  itfelf ;  neither  is  it  a  talent  confined 
to  men  of  wit  or  learning  j  for  we  obferve  it  fome- 
times  among  common  fervants,  and  the  meaneft  of 
the  people,  while  the  very  owners  are  often  igno- 
rant of  the  gift  they  poffefs. 

I  know  very  well,  that  this  happy  talent  is  con- 
temptibly treated  by  criticks,  under  the  name  of 
low  humour,  or  low  comedy ;  but  I  know  likewife 
that  the  Spaniards  and  Italians,  who  are  allowed  to 
have  the  moft  wit  of  any  nations  in  Europe,  do 
moft  excel  in  it,  and  do  moft  efteem  it. 

By  what  difpofition  of  the  mind,  what  influence 
of  the  ftars,  or  what  fituation  of  the  climate,  this 
endowment  is  beftowed  upon  mankind,  may  be  a 
queftion  fit  for  philofophers  to  difcufs.  It  is  cer- 
tainly the  beft  ingredient  towards  that  kind  of  fatire, 
which  is  moft  ufeful,  and  gives  the  leaft  offence  ;  • 
which,  inftead  of  lafhing,  laughs  men  out  of  their 
follies  and  vices;  and  is  the  chara&er  that  gives 
Horace  the  preference  to  Juvenal. 

And,  although  fome  things  are  too  ferious,  fo- 
lemn,  or  facred,  to  be  turned  into  ridicule,  yet  the 
abufes  of  them  are  certainly  not ;  fince  it  is  allowed 
that  corruptions  in  religion,  politicks,  and  law,  may 
be  proper  topicks  for  this  kind  of  fatire. 

There  are  two  ends  that  men  propofe  in  writing 
fatire  :  one  of  them  lefs  noble  than  the  other,  as  re- 
garding nothing  farther  than  the  private  fatisfa&ion 
and  pleafure  of  the  writer ;  but  without  any  view 
towards  perfonal  malice  :  the  other  is  a  public  fpirit, 
prompting  men  of  genius  and  virtue  to  mend  the 
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world  as  far  as  they  are  able.  And  as  both  thefe 
ends  are  innocent,  fo  the  latter  is  highly  commend-' 
able.  With  regard  to  the  former,  I  demand, 
whether  I  have  not  as  good  a  title  to  laugh,  as  men 
have  to  be  ridiculous ;  and  to  expofe  vice,  as  an- 
other has  to  be  vicious.  If  I  ridicule  the  follies  and 
corruptions  of  a  court,  a  miniftry,  or  a  fenate,  are 
they  not  amply  paid  by  penfions,  titles,  and  power, 
while  I  expeft  and  defire  no  other  reward,  than 
that  of  laughing  with  a  few  friends  in  a  corner? 
yet,  if  thofe  who  take  offence  think  me  in  the  wrong, 
I  am  ready  to  change  the  fcene  with  them  whenever 
they  pleafe. 

But,  if  my  defign  be  to  make  mankind  better, 
then  I  think  it  is  my  duty ;  ^t  leaft,  I  am  fure  it  is 
the  intereft  of  thofe  very  courts  and  minifters, 
whofe  follies  or  vices  I  ridicule,  to  reward  me  for 
my  good  intentions :  for,  if  it  be  reckoned  a  high 
point  of  wifdom  to  get  the  laughers  on  our  fide ; 
it  is  much  more  eafy,  as  well  as  wife,  to  get  thofe 
on  our  fide  who  can  make  millions  laugh  when 
they  pleafe. 

My  reafon  for  mentioning  courts  and  minifters 
(whom  I  never  think  on  but  with  the  raoft  profound 
veneration),  is,  becaufe  an  opinion  obtains,  that  in 
the  Beggar's  Opera  there  appears  to  be  fome  re- 
flection upon  courtiers  and  ftatefmen,  whereof  I 
am  by  no  means  a  judge. 

It  is  true  indeed,  that  Mr.  Gay,  the  author  of 
this  piece,  has  been  fomewhat  fingular  in  the  courfe 
of  his  fortunes;  for  it  has  happened,  that  after  four- 
teen years  attending  the  court,  with  a  large  flock 
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of  real  merit,  a  modeft  and  agreeable  converfation, 
a  hundred  promifes,  and  five  hundred  friends,  he 
has  failed  of  preferment ;  and  upon  a  very  weighty 
reafon.  He  lay  under  the  fufpicion  of  having 
written  a  libel,  or  lampoon  againft  a  great  *  mi- 
nifter.  It  is  true,  that  great  minifter  was  demon- 
ftratively  convinced,  and  publickly  owned  his  con- 
vi&ion,  that  Mr.  Gay  was  not  the  author;  but 
having  lain  -under  the  fufpicion,  it  feemed  very 
juft  that  he  fhould  fuffer  the  punifhment ;  becaufe, 
in  this  moft  reformed  age,  the  virtues  of  a  prime 
minifter  are  no  more  to  be  fufpe&ed,  than  the. 
chaftity  of  Csefar's  wife. 

It  muft  be  allowed,  that  the  Beggar's  Opera  is 
not  the  firft  of  Mr.  Gay's  works,  wherein  he  has 
been  faulty  with  regard  to  courtiers  and  ftatefmen. 
For,  to  omit  his  other  pieces,  even  in  his  fables, 
publifhed  within  two  years  paft,  and  dedicated  to  the 
duke  of  Cumberland,  for  which  he  was  promifed 
a  reward,  he  has  been  thought  fomewhat  too  bold 
upon  the  courtiers.  And  although  it  be  highly^ro- 
bable  he  meant  only  the  courtiers  of  former  times, 
yet  he  a&ed  unwarily,  by  not  confidering  that  the 
malignity  of  fome  people,  might  mifinterpret  what 
he  faid  to  the  difadvantage  of  prefent  perfons  and 
affairs. 

But  I  have  now  done  with  Mr.  Gay  as  a  politi- 
cian; and  fhall  confider  him  henceforward  only  as 
author  of  the  Beggar's  Opera,  wherein  he  has,  by 
a  turn  of  humour  entirely  new,  placed  vices  of  all 

•  Sir  Robert  Walpolc. 
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kinds  in  the  ftrongeft  and  raoft  odious  light ;  and 
thereby  done  eminent  fervice  both  to  religion  and 
morality.  This  appears  from  the  unparalleled  fuc- 
cefs  he  has  met  with.  All  ranks,  parties,  and  de- 
nominations of  men,  either  crowding  to  fee  his 
opera,  or  reading  it  with  delight  in  their  clofets; 
even  minifters  of  ftate,  whom  he  is  thought  to 
have  moft  offended  (next  to  thofe  whom  the  a&ors 
reprefent)  appearing  frequently  at- the  theatre,  from 
a  confcioufnefs  of  their  own  innocence,  and  to  con- 
vince the  world  how  unjuft  a  parallel,  malice,  envy, 
and  difaffe&ion  to  the  government,  have  made. 

I  am  aflured  that  feveral  worthy  clergymen  in 
this  city  went  privately  to  fee  the  Beggar's  Opera 
reprefented ;  and  that  the  fleering  coxcombs  in  the 
pit  amufed  themfelves  with  making  difcoveries,  and 
ipreading  the  names  of  thofe  gentlemen  round  the 
audience. 

I  fliall  not  pretend  to  vindicate  a  clergyman,  who 
would  appear  openly  in  his  habit;  at  the  theatre, 
with  fuch  a  vicious  crew  as  might  probably  Hand 
round  him,  at  fuch  comedies  and  profane  tragedies 
as  are  often  reprefented.  Befides,  I  know  very 
well,  that  perfons  of  their  fun&ion  are  bound  to 
avoid  the  appearance  of  evil,  or  of  giving  caufe  of 
offence.  But  when  the  lords  chancellors,  who  are 
keepers  of  the  king's  confcience ;  when  the  judges 
of  the  land,  whofe  title  is  reverend  j  when  ladies, 
who  are  bound  by  the  rules  of  their  fex  to  the 
ftri&eft  decency,  appear  in  the  theatre  without 
cenfure  ;  I  cannot  underftand,  why  a  young  cler- 
gyman, who  comes  concealed  out  of  curiofity  to 
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fee  an  innocent  and  moral  play,  fhould  be  fo  high- 
ly condemned :  nor  do  I  much  approve  the  rigour 
of  a  great  prelate,  who  faid,  "  hfc  hoped  none  of 
"  his  clergy  were  there/'  I  am  glad  to  hear  there 
are  no  wieightier  objections  againft  that  reverend 
bgdy  planted  in  this  city,  and  I  wifh  there  never 
may.  But  I  fhould  be  very  forry  that  any  of  them 
fhould  be  fo  weak,  as  to  imitate  a  court-chaplain 
in  England,  who  pr6ach6d  againft  the  Beggar's 
Opera,  which  will  probably  do  more  good  than  a 
thoufand  fermons  of  fo  ftdpid,  fo  injudicious,  and 
fo  proftitute  a  divine. 

In  this  happy  performance  of  Mr.  Gay's  all  the 
chara&ers  are  juft,  and  none  of  them  carried  be- 
yond nature,  or  hardly  beyond  practice.  It  difco- 
vers  the  whole  fyftem  of  that  common-wealth,  or 
that  imperium  in  impetio  of  iniquity,  eftablifhed 
among  us,  by  which  neither  our  lives  nor  our  pro- 
perties are  fecufe,  either  in  the  highways,  or  in 
public  affemblies,  or  even  in  our  own  houfes.  It 
fhews  the  miferable  lives,  and  the  conftant  fate,  of 
thofe  abandoned  wretches  :  for  how  little  they  fell 
their  lives  and  fouls;  betrayed  by  their  whores, 
their  comrades,  and  the  receivers  and  purchafers  of 
thofe  thefts  and  robberies.  This  comedy  contains 
likewife  a  fatire,  which,  without  enquiring  whe- 
ther it  affe&s  the  prefent  age,  may  poffibly  be  ufe- 
ful  in  times  to  come ;  I  mean,  where  the  author 
takes  the  occ'afion  of  comparing  thofe  common  rob- 
l>ers  of  the  publick,  and  their  feveral  ftratagems  of 
betraying,  undermining,  and  hanging  each  other, 
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to  the  feveral  arts  of  politiciaiis  in  times  of  cor- 
ruption. 

This  comedy  likewife  expofes,  with  great  juf- 
tice,  that  unnatural  tafte  for  Italian  mufick  among 
us,  which  is  wholly  unfufeabie  to  our  northern 
climate*  and  the  genius  of  tfye  people,  whereby 
we  are  over-run  with  Italian  effeminacy,  and  Ita- 
lian nonfenfe.  An  old  gentleman  laid  to  me,  that 
many  years  ago,  when  the  pfa&ice  6f  an  un- 
natural vice  grew  freqtient  in  London*  and  many 
were  profecuted  for  it,  he  was  furfc  it  would  be  the 
fore-runner  of  Italian  operas  and  fingers  ;  and 
then  we  fliould  Want  nothing  butftabbing,  or  poi- 
foning,  to  make  us  perfect  Italians. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  deliver  my  judgment,  that 
nothing  but  fervile  attachment  to  a  party,  afc 
fe&ation  of  Angularity*  lamentable  dulnefs,  mi£» 
taken  zeal,  of  ftudied  hypocrify,  can  have  the 
leall  reafonable  obje&ion  againft  this  excellent 
moral  performance  of  the  celebrated  Mr.-  Gay* 


THE 


Digitized 


by  Google 


i 


N*  19.      THE  INTELLIGENCER.       217 


THE    INTELLIGENCER,    N°i9. 

Having,  oft  the  kith  of  Odtober  laft,  received  a 
letter,  figiied  Andrew  Dealer  and  Patrice 
pENNYLfess,  I  believe  the  following  Paper, 
juft  come  to  my  hands,  will  be  a  fufficient  an- 
fwer  to  it. 

S!c  vos  non  vobts  vettera  frriis,  oveu 

Not  for  yourfelves,  ye  fheep,  your  fleeces  groW. 

N.  B.  In  the  following  difcourfe,  the  AuTrtok  pcrfo* 
nates  a  Country  Gentleman  in  the  north  of  Ireland* 
And  this  letter  is  fuppofed  as  directed  to  the  Dra- 
per; 

SIR* 

I  AM  a  country  gentleman,  and  a  member  of 
parliament*  with  an  eftate  of  about  1400  L  a 
year;  which*  as  a  northern  landlord,  I  receive 
From  above  two  hundred  tenants :  and  my  lands 
having  been  let  near  twenty  years  ago,  the  rents, 
until  very  lately,  were  efteemed  to  be  not  above 
half  Value ;  yet,  by  the  intolerable  fcarcity  of  filver, 
1  lie  under  the  greateft  difficulties  in  receiving 
them,  as  well  as  in  paying  my  labourers,  oijiuying 
any  thing  neceflary  for  my  family  from  tradefmen* 
Who  are  not  able  to  be  long  out  of  their  money* 
But  the  fufierings  of  me,  and  thofe  of  my  rank, 
jure  trifles  in  comparifon  of  what  the  meaner  fort 
undergo  j  filch  as  the*buyersand  fellers  at  fairs  and 
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markets :  the  fhopkeepers  in  every  town  ;  and  far- 
mers in  general  j  all  thofe  who  travel  with  fifli* 
poultry,  pedlary-ware,  and  other  conveniencies  to 
fell:  but  more  efpecially  handicrafts-men,  who 
'work  for  us  by  the  day ;  and  common  labourers, 
whom  I  have  already  mentioned.  Both  thefe  kinds 
of  people  I  am  forced  to  employ  until  their  wages 
amount  to  a  double  piftole,  or  a  moidore  (for  we 
hardly  have  any  gold  of  lower  value  left  us)  to  di- 
vide it  among  themfelves  as  they  can :  and  this  is 
generally  done  at  an  ale-houfe,  or  brandy-fhop  \ 
where,  befide  the  colt  of  getting  drunk  (which  is 
ufually  the  cafe)  they  muft  pay  ten  pence  or  a  Hul- 
ling for  changing  their  piece  into  filver  to  fome 
huckftering  fellow,  who  follows  that  trade.  But, 
what  is  infinitely  worfe,  thofe  poor  men,  for  want 
of  due  payment,  are  forced  to  take  up  their  oat- 
meal, and  other  neceflaries  of  life,  at  almoft  double 
value ;  and  confequently  are  not  able  to  difcharge 
half  their  fcore,  efpecially  under  the  fcarcenefs  of 
corn  for  two  years  paft,  and  the  melancholy  difap- 
pointment  of  the  prefent  crop. 

The  caufes  of  this,  and  a  thoufand  other  evils, 
are  clear  and  manifeft  to  you  and  all  thinking  men, 
although  hidden  from  the  vulgar;  thefe  indeed 
complain  of  hard  times,  the  dearth  of  corn,  the 
want  of  money,  the  badnefs  of  feafons  j  that  their 
goods  bear  no  price,  and  the  poor  cannot  find 
work  ;  but  their  weak  reafonings  never  carry  them 
to  the  hatred  and  contempt  borne  us  by  our  neigh- 
bours and  brethren,  without  ^the  leaft  grounds  of 
provocation;  who  rejoice  at  our  fufFerings,  al- 
though 
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though  fometimes  ta  their  own  difad  vantage.  They 
conflder  not  the  dead  weight  upon  every  beneficial 
branch  of  our  trade ;  that  half  our  revenues  are, 
annually  fent  to  England ;  with  many  other  griev- 
ances peculiar  to  this  unhappy  kingdom  ;  which  * 
keeps  us  from  enjoying  the  common  benefits. of 
mankind ;  as  you,  and  fome  other  lovers  of  their 
country  have  fo  often  obferved,  with  fuch  good 
inclinations,  and  fo  little  effeft. 

It  is  true  indeed,  that  under  our  circumftances 
in  general,  this  complaint  for  the  want  of  filver, 
may  appear  as  ridiculous,  as  for  a  man  to  be  in-- 
patient about  a  cut  finger,  when  he  is  ftruck  with 
the  plague :  and  yet  a  poor  fellow  going  to  the 
gallows,  may  be  allowed  to  feel  the  fmart  of  wafps 
while  he  is  upon  Tyburn-Road.  This  misfortune 
is  fo  urging  and  vexatious  in  every  kind  of  fmall 
traffick,  and  fo  hourly  prefling  upon  all  perfons  in 
the  country  whatfoever,  that  a  hundred  inconve- 
niencies,  of  perhaps  greater  moment  in  themfelves 
have  been  tamely  fubmitted  tof  with  far  lefs  dis- 
quietude and  murmurs.  And  the  cafe  feems  yet 
the  harder,  if  it  be  true,  what  many  fkilful  men 
aflert,  that  nothing  is  more  eafy  than  a  remedy ; 
and,  that  the  want  of  filver,  in  proportion  to  the 
little  gold  remaining  among  us,  is  altogether  as 
unneceflary,  as  it  is  inconvenient.  A  perfon  of 
diftin&ion  aflured  me  very  lately,  that,  in  di£ 
<:ourfing  with  the  *  lord  lieutenant  before  his  laft 
return  to  England,  his  excellency  faid,  "  He  had 
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a  prefled  the  matter  pften,  in  proper  time  and 
"  place^  and  to  proper  perfons  j  and  could  not  fee 
*  any  difficulty  of  the  leaft  moment,  that  could 
c<  prevent  us  from  being  made  eafy  upon  this 
"  article." 

Whoever  carries  to  England  twentyrfeven  Eng- 
lish fhillings,  an4  brings  back  one  moidore  of 
full  weight,  is  a  gainer  of  nine  pence  Irifh:  in 
a  guinea,  the  advantage  is  three  pence ;  and  twq 
pence  in  a  piftole.  The  Bankers t  who  are  ge- 
nerally mafters  of  all  our  gold  and  filver,  with  this 
advantage,  have  fent  over  as  much  of  the  latter  as 
fame  into  their  hands.  The  value  of  one  thoufand 
moidores  in  filver  wo\ild  thus  amount  in  clear  pro- 
fit to  37 1.  1  os.  The  fhopkeeperst  and  other 
traders,  who  gp  to  Lpndon  to  buy  goods,  followe^ 
the  fame  pra&ice  j  by  which  we  have  been  driven 
into  this  infupportable  diftrefs.         ^ 

To  a  cpmmon  thinker  it  ft^ould  fepm,  that  no-, 
thing  would  be  more  eafy  than  for  the  government 
to  redrefs  this  evil,  at  any  time  they  (hall  pleafe. 
When  the  value  of  guineas  was  lowered  in  Eng- 
land from  a  is,  and  6d.  to  only  21s.  the  conie- 
qu^nces  to  this  kingdom  were  obvious,  and  manir 
fell  to  us  all :  and  a  fobpr  man  may  be  allowed  at 
Jeaft  to  wonder,  although  he  dare  not  complain^ 
why  a  new  regulation  of  cpin  among  us  was  not 
then  made ;  much  more,  why  it  ha§  never  been 
iince.  It  would  furely  require  np  very  profound 
ikill  in  algebra  to  reduce  the  difference  of  nine 
pence  in  thirty  {hillings,  or  three  pence  in  a  guinea 
t9*!f&  $*an  *  farthing  j  and  fp  fmall  a  fraction 
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could  be  no  temptation  either  to  bankers  to  hazard 
their  filver  at  fea,  or  tradefmen  to  load  tbemfelvea 
with  it  in  their  journies  to  England.  In  my  hum- 
ble opinion  it  would  be  no  unfeafonable  condefcen- 
fion,  if  the  government  would  gracioully  pleafe  to 
ilgnify  to  the  poor  loyal  Proteftant  fubje&s  of  Ire- 
land, either  that  this  miferable  want  of  filver  ia 
not  poflibly  to  be  remedied  in  any  degree  by  the 
niceft  fkill  in  arithmetick ;  or  elfe,  that  it  does  not 
ftand  with  the  good  pleafure  of  England  to  fuffer 
any  filver  at  all  among  us.  In  the  former  cafe,  it 
would  be  madnefs  to  expedt  impoflibilities  j  and  in 
the  other,  we  muft  fubmit :  for  lives  and  fortunes 
jure  always  at  the  mercy  of  the  Conqueror, 

The  queftion  has  been  often  put  in  printed  papers, 
by  the  Drapier  and  others,  or  perhaps  by  the 
fame  Writer  under  different  ftyles,  why  this 
kingdom  fhoukj  not  be  permitted  to  have  a  mint  of 
its  own  for  the  coinage  of  gold,  filver,  and  cop- 
per ;  which  is  a  power  exercifed  by  many  bifhops, 
and  every  petty  prince,  in  Germany  ?  But  this 
queftion  has  never  been  ahfwered;  nor  the  leaft 
application,  that  I  have  heard  of,  made  to  the 
crown  from  hence  for  the  grant  of  a  public  mint; 
although  it  ftands  upon  record,  that  feveral  cities, 
and  corporations  here,  had  the  liberty  of  coining 
filver.  I  can  fee  no  reafons,  why  we  alone,  of  all 
nations,  are  thus  retrained,  but  fuch  as  I  dare  not , 
mention :  only  thus  far  I  may  venture,  that  Ire- 
land is  the  firft  imperial  kingdom  fince  Nimrod, 
which  ever  wanted  power  to  coin  their  own 
money, 
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'.  I  know  very  well,  that  in  England  it  is  lawful 
for  any  fubjefi:  to  petition  either  the  prince  or  the 
parliament,  provided  it  he  done  in  a  dutiful  and 
regular  manner  :  but  what  is  lawful  for  a  fubje&  of 
Ireland,  I  profefs  I  cannot  determine :  nor  will  un- 
dertake that  the  printer  fhall  not  be  profecuted  in  a 
court  of  juftice  for  publiftiing  my  wifhes,  that  a 
poor  fliopkeeper  might  be  able  to  change  a  guinea 
or  a  moidore,  when  a  cuftomer  comes  for. a  crown's 
worth  of  goods.  I  have  known  lefs  crimes  pu- 
nifhed  with  the  utmoft  feverity,  under  the  tide  of 
difaffe&ion.  And  I  cannot  but  approve  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  ancients,  who,  after  Aftrea  had  fled 
from  the  earth,  at  leaft  took  care  to  provide  three 
upright  judges  for  hell.  Mens  ears  among  us  are 
indeed  grown  fo  nice,  that  whoever  happens  to 
think  out  of  fafhion,  in  what  relates  to  the  welfare 
of  this  kingdom,  dare  not  fo  much  as  complain 
of  the  tooth-ach,  left  pur  weak  and  bufy  dabblers 
in  politicks,  fliould  be  ready  to  fwear  againft  him 
for  difaffe&ion. 

There  was  a  method  pra&ifed  by  Sir  Ambrofe 
Crawley,  the  great  dealer  in  iron-works,  which  I 
wonder  the  gentlemen  of  our  country,  under  this 
great  exigence,  have  not  thought  fit  to  imitate. 
In  the  feveral  towns  and  villages  where  he  dealt, 
aind  many  miles  round,  he  gave  notes  inftead  of 
money  (from  two  pence  to  twenty-fhillings)  which 
pafled  current  in  all  fhops  and  markets,  as  well  as 
in  houfes,  where  meat  or  drink  was  fold.  I  fee  no 
reafon,  why  the  like  pra&jce  may  not  be  intro- 
duced among  us  with  fpme  degree  of  fuccefs  j  or 
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at  leaft,  may  not  ferve  as  a  poor  expedient  in  this 
our  blefled  age  of  paper ;  which,  as  it  difcharges 
all  our  gre^teft  payments,  may  be  equally  ufeful  in 
the  fmaller,  and  may  juft  keep  us  alive,  until  an 
Englifh  ad  of  parliament  fhall  forbid  it, 

I  have  been  told,  that  among  fome  of  our  pooreft 
American  colonies  upon  the  continent,  the  people 
enjoy  the  liberty  of  cutting  tlje  little  money  among 
them  into  halves  and  quarters,  for  the  conveniences 
of  fmall  traffick.  How  happy  fhould  we  be,  in 
comparifon  of  our  prefent  condition,  if  the  like; 
privilege  were  granted  to  us  of  employing  the 
flieers,  for  want  of  a  mint,  upon  our  foreign  goldf 
by  clipping  it  into  half-crowns,  and  (hillings,  and 
even  lower  denominations  ;  for  beggars  muft  bet 
content  to  live  upon  fcraps ;  and  it  would  |>e  our 
felicity,  that  thgfe  fcraps  could  never  be  expprted 
to  other  countries^  while  any  thing  better  was 
left. 

If  neither  of  thefe  projects  will  avail,  I  fee  no- 
thing left  us  but  to  truck  and  barter  our  goods, 
like  the  wild  Indians,  with  each  other,  or  with  our 
too  powerful  neighbours ;  only  with  this  difadvan- 
tage  on  our  fide,  that  the  Indians  enjoy  the  pro- 
duct of  their  own  land ;  whereas  the  better  half 
of  ours  is  fent  away,  without  fo  much  as  a  recom- 
pence  in  bugles  or  glafs  in  return. 

It  muft  needs  be  a  very  comfortable  circumftance 
in  the  prefent  jun&ure,  that  fome  thoufand  fami- 
lies are  gone,  are  going,  or  preparing  to  go  from 
hence,  and  fettle  themfelyes  in  America :  the  poorer 
fort  for  want  of  work  j  the  farmers,  whofe  bene- 
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ficial  bargains  are  now  become  a  rack-rent  too  hard 
to  be  borne,  and  thofe  who  have  any  ready-mo-r 
ney,  or  can  purchafe  any  by  the  fale  of  their  goods 
or  leafes,  becaufe  they  find  their  fortunes  hourly 
decaying,  that  their  goods  will  bear  no  price,  and 
that  few  or  none  have  any  money  to  buy  the  very 
neceflaries  of  life,  are  haftening  to  follow  their  de- 
parted neighbours.  It  is  true,  corn  among  us  car- 
ries a  very  high  price  ;  but  it  is  for  the  fame  rea~ 
fon,  that  rats  and  cats  and  dead  horfes  have  beeq 
often  bought  for  gold  in  a  town  befieged. 

There  is  a  perfon  of  quality  in  my  neighbour^ 
hood,  who,  twenty  years  ago,  when  he  was  juft 
come  to  age,  being  unexperienced,  and  of  a  gene- 
rous temper,  let  his  lands,  even  as  times  went  then, 
at  a  low  rate  to  able  tenants ;  and  confequently,  by 
the  rife  of  land  fince  that  time,  looked  upon  his 
eftate  to  be  fet  at  half  value  :  but  numbers  of  thefe 
tenants,  or  their  defendants,  are  now  offering  to 
fell  their  Jeafes  by  cant  *,  even  thofe  which  were 
for  lives,  fomc  of  them  renewable  for  ever,  and 
fome  fee-farms,  which  the  landlord  himfelf  has 
bought  in  at  half  the]  price  they  would  have 
yielded  feven  years  ago*  And  fome  leafes  let  at 
the  fame  time  for  lives,  have  been  given  up  tp  him, 
without  any  confideratidn.  at  all. 

This  is  the  moft  favourable  face  of  all  things  at 
prefent  among  us ;  I  fay,  among  us  of  the  North, 
who  are  efteemed  the  only  thriving  people  of  the 
kingdom*     And  how  far,  and  how  foon,  this  mi- 
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fery  and  defolation  may  fpread,  it  is  eafy  tp  fore-? 
fee,     • 

The  vaft  fums  of  money  daily  carried  off  by  our 
numerous  adventurers  to  America,  have  deprived 
us  of  our  gold  in  thefe  parts,  almoft  as  much  as  of 
our  filver.  And  the  good  wives,  who  come  to  our 
hoyfes,  offer  us  their  pieces  of  linen,* upon  which 
their  whole  dependance  lies,  for  fo  little  profit,  that 
it  can  neither  half  pay  their  rents,  nor  half  fupport 
their  families. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  this  enthufiafm  fpread 
^Aong  our  Northern  people,  of  fheltering  them- 
fehres  in  the  continent  of  America,  has  no  other 
foundation  than  their  prefent  infupportable  condi- 
tion at  home.  I  have  made  all  poffible  enquiries 
to  learn  what  encouragement  our  people  have  met 
with,  by  any  intelligence  from  thofe  plantations, 
fufficient  to  make  them  undertake  fo  tedious  and 
hazardous  a  voyage,  in  all  fpafons  of  the  year,  and 
fo  ill  accommodated  in  thfir  fhips,  that  many  of 
them  have  died  miferably  in  their  paflage,  but  could 
never  get  one  fatisfa&ory  anfwer.  Somebody, 
they  know  not  who,  had  written  a  letter  to  his 
friend  or  coufin  from  thence,  inviting  him  by 
all  means  to  come  over;  that  it  was  a  fine  fruitful 
countryt  and  to  be  h$ld  for  ever  at  a  penny  an  acret 
But  the  truth  of  the  fa&  is  this  :  the  Englifh  efta* 
blifhed  in  thofe  colonics  are  in  great  want  of  men 
to  inhabit  that  tra&  of  ground,  which  lies  between 
them  and  the  wild  Indians,  who  are  not  reduced 
under  their  dominio^.  We  reacj  of  fome  barbarous 
people,  whom  {he  I^pmans  placed  ia  their  army  for 
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no  other  fervice  than  to  blunt  their  enemies  fwords, 
and  afterwards  to  fill  up  trenches  with  their  dead 
bodiejs.     And  thus  our  people,  who  tranfport  them- 
felves,  are  fettled  into  thofe  interjacent  tra&s,  as  a 
fcreen  againft  the  infults  of  the  favages ;  and  may 
have  as  much  lands  as  they  can  clear  from  the 
woods,  at  a  very  reafonable  rate,  if  they  can  afford 
to  pay  about  a  hundred  years  purchafe  by  their  la- 
bour.    Now,  befide  the  fox's  reafon  *,  which  in- 
clines all  thofe  who  have  already  ventured  thither 
to  reprefent  every  thing  in  a  falfe  light,  as  well  for 
juftifying  their  own  condudt,  as  for  getting  coiq* 
panions  in  their  mifery,  the  governing  people  in 
thofe  plantations  have  alfo  wifely  provided,  that  no 
letters  (hall  be  fuflfered  to  pafs  from  thence  hither, 
without  being  firft  viewed  by  the  council;  by  which, 
our  people  here,  are  wholly  deceived  in  the  opi- 
nions they  have  of  the  happy  condition  of  their 
friends  gone  before  them.     This  was  accidentally 
difcovered   fome  months  ago  by  an  honeft  man, 
who,  having  tranfported  himfelf  and  family  thither, 
and  finding  all  things  dire&ly  contrary  to  his  hope, 
had  the  luck  to  convey  a  private  ijote  by  a  faithful 
hand  to  his  relation  here,  entreating  him  not  to 
think  of  fuch  a  voyage,  and  to  difcourage  all  his 
friends  from  attempting  it*     Yet  this,  although  it 
he  a  truth  well  known,  has  produced  very  little  ef- 
fect ;  which  is  no  manner  of  wonder :  for,  as  it 
is  natural  to  a  man  in  a  fever  to  turn  often,  al- 

•  The  fox  who  having  loft  his  tail,  would  have  perfuaded  the 
jeit  to  cut  off  theirs. 
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though  without  any  hope  of  eafe ;  or,  when  he  is 
purfbed,  to  leap  down  a  precipice,  to/  avoid  an 
enemy  juft  at  his  back ;  fo,  men  in  the  extremeft 
degree  of  mifery  and  want,  will  naturally  fly  to  the 
firft  appearance  of  relief,  let  it  be  ever  fo  vain  or 
vifionary. 

You  may  obferve,  that  I  have  very  fuperficially 
touched  the  fubjett  I  began  with,  and  with  the  ut- 
moft  caution ;  for  I  know  how  criminal  the  leaft 
complaint  has  been  thought,  however  feafonable  or 
juft  or  honeftly  intended,  which  has  forced  me  to 
offer  up  my  daily  prayers,  that  it  may  never,  at 
leaft  in  my  time,  be  interpreted  by  innuendo's  as  a 
falfe,  fcandalous,  feditious,  and  difaffe&ed  adicn, 
for  a  man  to  roar  under  an  acute  fit  of  the  gout ; 
which,  befide  the  lofs  and  the  danger,  would  be 
very  inconvenient  to  one  of  my  age,  fo  feverely 
affli&ed  with  that  diftemper. 

I  wifti  you  good  fuccefs,  but  I  can  promife  you 
little,  in  an  ungrateful  office  you  have  taken  up 
without  the  leaft  view  either  to  reputation  or  profit.; 
Perhaps  your  comfort  is,  that  none  but  villains  and 
betrayers  of  their  country  can  be  your  enemies. 
Upon  which  I  have  little  to  fay,  having  not  the 
honour  to  be  acquainted  with  many  of  that  fort  j 
and  therefore,  as  you  may  eafily  believe,  am  com- 
pelled to  lead  a  very  retired  life. 

lam,    SIR, 

your  moft  obedient 

humble  fervant, 
County  of  Down, 
Dec.  z,  1728. 

A.  NORTH. 


i 


MINTS 

TOWARDS 

AN      ESSAY 

O  N 

CONVERSATION. 


I  HAVE  obferved  few  obvious  fubjefts  t&  haW 
been  fo  feldom,  or  at  lead  fo  (lightly  handled 
as  this  j  and  indeed  I  know  few  fo  difficult,  to  bd 
treated  as  it  ough^  nor  yet*  upon  which*  there 
feems  fo  much  to  be  faid. 

Mod  things  purfued  by  men  for  the  happinefe  of 
public  or  private  life,  our  wit  or  folly  have  fo  re-1 
fined,  that  they  feldom  fubfift  but  in  idea ;  a  true 
friend,  a  good  marriage,  a  perfeft  form  of  govern* 
ment,  tvith  fome  others,  require  fo  many  ingre-^ 
dients,  fo  good  in  their  feveral  kinds,  and  fo  much 
nicenefs  in  mixing  them,  that  for  fome  thouiands 
of  years  men  have  defpaired  of  reducing  their 
fchemes  to  perfection :  but,  in  converfation,  it  is, 
6r  might  be  otherwife ;  for  here  we  afe  only  to 
avoid  a  multitude  of  errors,  which,  although  a 
matte*  of  fome  difficulty,  may  be  in  trerj  man's 
power,  for  want  of  which  it  remains  as  mere  an 
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idea  as  the  other*  Therefore  it  feems  to  me,  that 
the  trued,  way  to  underftand  converfation,  is  to 
know  the  faults  and  errors  to  which  it  is  fubjeft, 
end  from  thence  every  man  to  form  maxims  to 
himfelf  whereby  it  may  be  regulated,  becaufe  it 
requires  few  talents  to  which  moft  men  are  not 
born,  ox  af  leaft  may  not  acquire*  without  any 
great  genius  or  ftudy.  For,  nature  has  left  every 
man  a  capacity  of  being  agreeable,  though  not  of 
fhining  in  company ;  and  there  are  a  hundred  men 
fufficiently  qualified  for  both,  who,  by  a  very  few 
faults,  that  they  might  correct  in  half  an  hour,  are 
not  fo  much  as  tolerable. 

I  was  prompted  to  write  my  thoughts  upon  this 
fubje&  by  mere  indignation,  to  refle&  that  fo  ufeful 
and  innocent  a  pleafure,  fo  fitted  for  every  period 
and  condition  of  life*  and  fo  much  in  all  menfs 
power,  fhould  be  fo  much  ftegle&ed  and  abufed. 

And  in  this  difcourfe  it  will  be  neceflary  to  note 
thofe  errors  that  are  obvious,  as  well  as  others 
which  are  feldomer  obferVed,  fince  there  are  few  fo 
bbviotis,  or  acknowledged,  into  which  moft  men, 
fome  time  or  other,  are  not  apt  to  run. 

For  inftance:  Nothing  is  more  generally  ex- 
ploded than  the  folly  of  talking  too  much ;  yet  I 
rarfely  rtthember  to  have  feen  five  people  together, 
where  fome  one  among  them  has  not  been  predo- 
minant in  that  kind,  to  the  great  conftfamt  and 
difguft  of  all  jhe  reft.  But  among  fuch  as  deal  in 
multitudes  of  words,  none  are  comparable  to  the 
fober  deliberate  talker,  who  proceeds  with  much 
thought  and  caution,  makes  his  preface,  branches 
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out  into  feveral  digreffions,  findr  a  hint  that  puts 
him  in  mind  of  another  ftory,  which  he  promifeS 
to  tell  you  when  this  is  done  ;  comes  back  regu- 
larly to  his  fubjeft,  cannot  readily  call  to  mind 
fome  perfon's  name,  holdirfg  his  head,  complains 
of  his  memory ;  the  whole  company  all  this  while 
in  fufpence  ;  at  length  fays,  it  is  no  rhatter^  and  fo 
goes  on.  And,  to  crown  the  bufinefs,  it  perhaps 
proves  at  laft  a  ftory  the  company  has  heard  fifty 
times  before  j  or,  at  beft,  fome  infipid  adventure  of 
the  relater. 

Another  general  fault  in  converfation,  is  that  of 
thofe  who  affedt  to  talk  of  themfelves  :  Some,  with- 
out any  ceremony,   will  run  over  the  hiftory  of 
their  lives  j  will  relate  the  annals  of  their  difeafes, 
with  the  feveral  fymptoms  and  circumftances  of 
them;  will  enumerate  the  hardships  and  injuftice 
they  have  fuffered  in  court,  in  parliament,  in  love, 
or  in  law.     Others,  are  more  dextrous,  and  with 
great  art  will  lie  on  the  watch  to  hook  in  their  own 
praife :  They  will  call  a  witnefs  to  remember,  they 
always  foretold  what  would  happen  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
but  none  would  believe  them.}  they  advifed  fuch  a 
man  from  the  beginning,  and  told  him  the  confe- 
quences,  juft  as  they  happened  ;  but  he  would  have 
his  own  way.     Others,  make  a  vanity  of  telling 
their  faults;   they  are  the  ftrangeft  men  in  the 
world ;   they  cannot  difTemble ;  they  own  it  is  a 
folly  ;  they  have  loft  abundance  of  advantages  by 
it ;  but  if  you  would  give  them  the  world,  they 
cannot  help  it ;  there  is  fomething  in  their  nature 
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that  abhors  infincerity  and  conftraint ;  with  many 
other  infufferable  topicks  of  the  fame  altitude. 

Of  fuch  mighty  importance  every  man  is  to  him- 
felf,  and  ready  to  think  he  is  fo  to  others  ;  without 
once  making  this  eafy  and  obvious  refle&ion,  that 
his  affairs  can  have  no  more  weight  with  other 
men,  than  their's  have  with  him  ;  and  how  little 
that  is,  he  is  fenfible  enough. 

Where  company  has  met,  I  often  have  obferved 
two  perfons  difcover,  by  fome  accident,  that  they 
were  bred  together  at  the  fame  fchool  or  univerfity ; 
after  which,  the  reft  are  condemned  to  filence,  and 
to  liften  while  thefe  two  are  refreftiing  each  other's 
memory,  with  the  arch  tricks  and  paflages  of  them- 
felves  and  their  comrades. 

I  know  a  great  officer  of  the  army  who  will  fit 
for  fome  time  with  a  fupercilious  and  impatient 
filence,  full  of  anger  and  contempt  for  thofe  who 
are  talking;  at  length  of  a  fudden  demand  au- 
dience, decide  the  matter  in  a  fhort  dogmatical 
way ;  then  withdraw  within  Iiimfelf  again,  and 
vouchfafe  to  talk  no  more,  until  his  fpirits  circulate 
again  to  the  fame  point. 

There  are  fome  faults  in  converfation,  which 
none  are  fo  fubjedl  to  as  the  men  of  wit,  nor  ever 
fo  much  as  when  they  are  with  each  other.  If 
they  have  opened  their  mouths,  without  endeavour- 
ing to  fay  a  wTitty  thing,  they  think  it  is  fo  many 
words  loft :  it  is  a  torment  to  the  hearers,  as  much 
as  to  themfelves,  to  fee  them  upon  the  rack  for  in- 
vention, and  in  perpetual  complaint,  with  fo  little 
fuccefs.     They  muft  do  fomething  extraordinary, 
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in  order  to  acquit  themfelves,  and  anfwer  their 
character,  elfe  the  ftanders-by  may  be  difappointed, 
and  be  apt  to  think  them  only  like  the  reft  of  mor- 
tals. I  have  known  two  men  of  wit  induftrionfly 
brought  together,  in  order  to  entertain  the  com- 
pany, where  they  have  made  a  very  ridiculous 
figure,  and  provided  all  the  mirth  at  their  own  ex- 
pence. 

I  know  a  man  of  wit,  who  is  never  eafy  but 
where  he  can  be  allowed  to  di&ate  and  prefide  ;  he 
neither  expe&s  to  be  informed  or  entertained,  but 
to  difplay  his  own  talents.     His  bufinefs  is  to  be 
good  company,  and  not  good  converfation  j  and 
therefore  he  choofes  to  frequent  thofe  who  are  con- 
tent to  liften,  and  profefs  themfelves  his  admirers. 
And  indeed,  the  worft  converfation  I  ever  remember 
to  have  heard  in  my  life,  was  that  at  Will's  coffee- 
houfe,  where  the  wits  (as  they  were  called)  ufed 
formerly  to  afTemble  ;   that  is  to  fay,  five  or  fix 
men,  who  had  writ  plays,  or  at  leaft  prologues,  or 
had  (hare  in  a  mifcellany,  came  thither,  and  en- 
tertained one  another  with  their  trifling  compofures, 
in  fo  important  an  air,  as  if  they  had  been  the  , 
nobleft  efforts  of  human  nature,  or  that  the  fate  of  j 
kingdoms  depended  on  them  ;  and  they  were  ufually 
attended  with  an  humble  audience  of  young  ftu- 
dents  from  tbe  inns  of  courts,  or  the  univerfities ; 
who,  at  due  diftance,  liftencd  to  thefe  oracles,  and 
returned  home  with  great  contempt  for  their  law. 
and  philofophy,  their  heads  filled  with  trafh,  under 
the  name  of  politenefs,  criticifm,  and  belles  lettres. 
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By  tliefe  means,  the  poets,  for  many  years  paft, 
were  all  over-run  with  pedantry*  For,  as  I  take 
it,  the  word  is  not  properly  ufed  ;  becaufe  pedantry 
is  the  too  frequent  or  unfeafonable  obtruding  bur 
own  knowledge  in  common  difcourfe,  and  placing 
too  great  a  value  upon  it;  by  which  definition, 
men  of  the  court,  or  the  army,  may  be  as  guilty  of 
pedantry,  asaphilofopher  or  a  divine;  and  it  is  the 
fame  vice  in  women,  when  they  are  over-copious 
upon  the  fubje£t  of  their  petticoats,  or  their  fans,  or 
their  china*  For  which  reafon,  although  it  be  a  piece 
of  piudence,  as  well  as  good  manners,  to  put  men 
upon  talking  on  fubje&s  they  are  beft  verfed  in, 
yet  that  is  a  liberty  a  wife  man  could  hardly  take  ; 
becaufe,  befide  the  imputation  of  pedantry,  it  is 
what  he  would  never  improve  by. 

The  great  town  is  ufually  provided  with  fome 
player,  mimick,  or  buffoon,  who  has  a  general 
reception  at  the  good  tables  ;  familiar  and  dome  flic 
with  perfons  of  the  firft  quality,  and  ufually  fent 
for  at  every  meeting  to  divert  the  company ;  againft 
which  I  have  no  objedlion.  You  go  there  as  to  a 
farce  or  a  puppeMhow  ;  your  bulinefs  is  only  to 
laugh  in  feafon,  either  out  of  inclination  or  civility, 
while  this  merry  companion  is  a&ing  his  part.  It 
is  a  bufmefc  he  has  undertaken,  and  we  are  to  fup- 
pofe  he  is  paid  for  his  day's  work.  I  only  quarrel, 
when  in  feledt  and  private  meetings,  where  men  of 
wit  and  learning  are  invited  to  pafs  an  evening, 
this  jefter  fhould  be  admitted  to  run  over  his  circle 
of  tricks,  and  make  the  whole  company  unfit  for 
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any  other  converfation,    befide   the  indignity   of 
confounding  mens  talents  at  fo  fliameful  a  rate. 

Raillery  is  the  fineft  part  of  converfation ;  but, 
as  it  is  our  ufual  cuftom  to  counterfeit  and  adulte- 
rate whatever  is  too  dear  for  us,  fo  we  have  done 
with  this,  and  turned  it  all  into  what  is  generally 
called  repartee,  or  being  fmart ;  juft  as  when  an 
expenfive  fafhion  comes  up,  thofe  who  are  not 
able  to  reach  it,  content  themfelves  with  *ibme 
paltry  imitation.  It  now  paffes  for  raillery  to  run 
a  man  down  in  difcourfe,  to  put  him  out  of  coun- 
tenance, and  make  him  ridiculous  ;  fometimes  to 
expofe  the  defe&s  of  his  perfon  or  underftanding ; 
on  all  which  occafions,  he  is  obliged  not  to  be 
angry,  to  avoid  ^  the  imputation  of  not  being  able 
to  take  a  jeft.  It. is  admirable  to  obferve  one  who 
is  dextrous  at  this  art,  fingling  out  a  weak  adver- 
fary,  getting  the  laugh  on  his  fide,  and  then  car- 
rying all  before  him.  The  French,  from  whence 
we  borrow  the  word,  have  a  quite  different  idea  of 
the  thing,  and  fo  had  we  in  the  politer  age  of  our 
fathers.  Raillery,  was  to  fay  fomething  that  at  firft 
appeared  a  reproach  or  refle&ion,  but,  by  fome 
turn  of  wit  unexpected  and  furprifing,  ended  al- 
ways in  a  compliment,  and  to  the  advantage  of 
the  perfon  it  was  addrefled  to.  And  furely  one  of 
the  beft  rules  in  converfation  is,  never  to  fay  a  thing 
which  any  of  the  company  can  reafonably  wifh  we 
had  rather  left  unfaid :  nor  can  there  any  thing  be 
well  more  contrary  to  the  ends  for  which  people 
meet  together,  than  to  part  unfatisfied  with  each 
other  or  themfelves. 
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There  are  two  faults  in  converfation  which  ap- 
pear very  different,  yet  arife  from  the  fame  root, 
and  are  equally  blameable ;  I  mean,  an  impatience 
to  interrupt  others  ;  and  the  uneafinefs  of  being  in- 
terrupted ourfelves.  The  two  chief  ends  of  conver- 
fation are  to  entertain  and  improve  thofe  we  are 
among,  or  to  receive  thofe  benefits  ourfelves ; 
which  whoever  will  coqfider,  cannot  eafily  run  into 
either  of  thofe  two  errors  ;  becaufe  when  any  man 
fpeaks  in  company,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  he  does  it 
for  his-  hearers'  fake,  and  not  his  own ;  fo  that 
common  difcretion  will  teach  us  not  to  force  their 
attention,  if  they  are  not  willing  to  lend  it ;  nor, 
on  the  other  fide,  to  interrupt  him  who  is  in  pof- 
feflion,  becaufe  that  is  in  the  groffeft  manner  to 
give  the  preference  to  our  own  good  fenfe. 

There  are  fome  people,  whofe  good  manners 
will  not  fuffer  them  to  interrupt  you ;  but,  what 
is  almoft  as  bad,  will  difcover  abundance  of  impa- 
tience, and  lie  upon  the  watch  until  you  have  done, 
becaufe  they  have  ftarted  fomething  in  their  own 
thoughts,  which  they  long  to  be  delivered  of. 
Mean  time,  they  are  fo  far  from  regarding  what 
paffes,  that  their  imaginations  are  wholly  turned 
upon  what  they  have  in  referve,  for  fear  it  fhould 
flip  out  cf  their  memory  ;  and  thus  they  confine 
their  invention,  which  might  otherwife  range  over 
a  hundred  things  full  as  good,  and  that  might  be 
much  more  naturally  introduced. 

There  is  a  fort  of  rude  familiarity,  which  fome 
people,  by  pradtifing  among  their  intimates,  have 
introduced   into   their   general  converfation,    and 
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would  have  it  pafs  for  innocent  freedom  or  hu- 
mour; which  is  a  dangerous  experiment  in  our 
northern  climate,  where  all  the  little  decorum  and 
politenefs  we  have,  are  purely  forced  by  art,  and 
are  fo  ready  to  lapfe  into  barbarity.  This,  among 
the  Romans,  was  the  raillery  of  (laves,  of  which 
we  have  many  inftances  in  Plautus,  It  feems  to 
have  been  introduced  among  us  by  Cromwell,  who, 
by  preferring  the  fcum  of  the  people,  made  it  a 
court-entertainment,  of  which  I  have  heard  many 
particulars  ;  and  confidering  all  things  were  turned 
upfide  down,  it  was  reafonable  and  judicious  :  al- 
though it  was  a  piece  of  policy  found  out  to  ridi- 
cule a  point  of  honour  in  the  other  extreme,  when 
the  fijiallefi:  word  mifplaced  among  gentlemen  ended 
in  a  duel. 

There  are  fome  men  excellent  at  telling  a  ftory, 
and  provided  with  a  plentiful  flock  of  them,  which 
they  can  draw  out  upon  occafion  in  all  companies  ; 
and,  confidering  how  low  conversation  runs  now 
among  us,  it  is  not  altogether  a  contemptible  ta- 
lent; however,  it  is  fubjeft  to  two.  unavoidable 
dtfeds,  frequent  repetition,  and  being  foon  e*- 
haufted;  fo  that  whoever  values  this1  gift  in  him- 
fclf,  has  need  of  a  good  memory,  and  ought  fre- 
quently to  fhift  his  company,  that  he  may  not  dif- 
covcr  the  Weaknefs  of  his  fund  ;  for  thofe  who  are 
thus  endowed,  have  feldom  any  other  revenue,  but 
live  upon  the  main  flock. 

Great  fpeakers  in  public  are  feldom  agreeable  in 
private  corvverfation,  whether  their  faculty  be  na- 
tural, or  acquired  by  practice,  and  often  venturing. 
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Natural  elocution,  although  it  may  feem  a  paradox, 
ufually  fprings  from  a  barrennefs  of  invention,  and 
of  words  ;  by  which  men  who  have  only  one  (lock 
of  notions  upon  every  fubjed,  and  one  fet  of 
phrafes  to  exprefs  them  in,  they  fwim  upon  the 
fuperficies,  and  offer  themfelves  on  every  occafion ; 
therefore,  men  of  much  learning,  and  who  know 
the  compafs  of  a  language,  are  generally  the  word 
talkers  on  a  fudden,  until  much  practice  has  inured 
and  emboldened  them ;  becaufe  they  are  confounded 
with  plenty  of  matter,  variety  of  notions,  and  of 
'words,  which  they  cannot  readily  choofe,  but  are 
perplexed  and  entangled  by  too  great  a  choice  j 
which  is  no  diladvantage  in  private  converfation ; 
where,  on  the  other  fide,  the  talent  of  haranguing 
is,  of  all  others,  moil  infupportable. 

Nothing  has  fpoiled  men  more  for  converfation, 
than  the  chara&er  of  being  wits;  to  fupport  which, 
they  never  fail  of  encouraging  a  number  of  follow- 
ers and  admirers,  who  lift  themfelves  in  their  fer- 
vice,  wherein  tKey  find  their  accounts  on  both  fides, 
by  pleafmg  their  mutual  vanity.  This  has  given 
the  former  fuch  an  air  of  fuperiority,  and  made 
the  latler  fo  pragmatical,  that  neither  of  them  are 
well  to  be  endured.  I  fay  nothing  here  of  the  itch 
of  difpute  and  contradi&ion,  telling  of  lies,  or  of 
thofe  who  are  troubled  with  the  difeafe  called  the 
wandering  of  the  thoughts,  fo  that  they  are  never 
prefent  in  mind  at  what  paffes  in  difcourfe ;  for, 
whoever  labours  under  any  of  thefe  pofleffions,  is 
a$  unfit  for  converfation  as  a  mad-man  in  Bedlam. 
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I  think  I  have  gone  over  moft  of  the  errors  in 
converfation,  that  have  fallen  under  my  notice  or 
memory,  except  fome  that  are  merely  perfonal, 
and  others  too  grofs  to  need  exploding ;  fuch  as 
lewd  or  prophane  talk  ;  but  I  pretend  only  to  treat 
the  errors  of  converfation  in  general,  and  not  the 
feveral  fubjedts  of  difcourfe,  which  would  be  in- 
finite. Thus  we  fee  how  human  nature  is  moft 
debafed,  by  the  abufe  of  that  faculty  which  is  held 
the  great  diftin&ion  between  men  and  brutes  ;  and 
how  little  advantage  we  make  of  that,  which 
might  be  the  greateft,  the  moft  lafting,  and  the 
moft  innocent,  as  well  as  ufeful  pleafure  of  life :  in. 
default  of  which,  we  are  forced  to  take  up  with 
thofe  poor  amufements  of  drefs  and  vifiting,  or  the 
more  pernicious  ones  of  play,  drink,  and  vicious 
amours  ;  whereby  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  both 
fexes  are  entirely  corrupted  both  in  body  and  mind, 
and  have  loft  all  notions  of  love,  honour,  friend- 
fhip,  generofity ;  which,  under  the  name  of  fop- 
peries, have  been  for  fome  time  laughed  out  of 
docu*s.  v 

This  degeneracy  of  converfation,  with  the  per- 
nicious confequences  thereof  upon  our  humours 
and  difpofitions,  has  been  owing,  among  other 
caufes,  to  the  cuftom  arifen,  for  fome  time  paft,  of 
excluding  women  frcm  any  fhare  in  our  fociety, 
farther  than  in  parties  at  play,  or  dancing,  or  in 
the  piirfuit  of  an  amour.  I  take  the  higheft  pe- 
riod of  politenefs  in  England  (and  it  is  of  the  fame 
date  in  France)  to  have  been  the  peaceable  part 
of  king  Charles  the  Firft's  jeign ;  and  from  what 
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we  read  of  thofe  times,  as  well  as  from  the  accounts 
I  have  formerly  met  with  from  fome  who  lived  in 
that  court,  the  methods  then  ufed  for  railing  and 
cultivating  converfation  were  altogether  differ- 
ent from  ours  :  feveral  ladies,  whom  we  find  cele- 
brated by  the  poets  of  that  age,  had  aflemblies  at 
their  houfes,  where  pcrfons  of  the  beft  underftand- 
ing,  and  of  both  fexes,  met  to  pafs  the  evenings  in 
difcourfing  upon  whatever  agreeable  fubjefts  were 
occafionally  ftarted;  and  although  we  are  apt  to 
ridicule  the  fublime  Platonic  notions  they  had,  or 
perfonated,  in  love  and  friendlhip,  I  conceive  their 
refinements  were  grounded  upon  reafon,  and  that 
a  little  grain  of  the  romance  is  no  ill  ingredient  to 
preferve  and  exalt  the  dignity  of  human  nature, 
without  which  it  is  apt  to  degenerate  into  every 
thing  that  is  fordid,  vicious  and  low.  If  there 
were  no  other  ufe  in  the  converfation  of  ladies,  it 
is  fufficient  that  it  would  lay  a  reftraint  upon  thofe 
odious  topicks  of  immodefty  and  indecencies,  into 
which  the  rudenefs  of  our  northern  genius  is  fo  apt 
to  fall.  And,  therefore,  it  is  obfervable  in  thbfe 
fprightly  gentlemen  about  the  town,  who  are  fo 
very  dextrous  at  entertaining  a  vizard  mafk  in  th6 
park  or  the  playhoufe,  that,  in  the  company  of  la- 
dies of  virtue  and  honour,  they  are  filent  and  dis- 
concerted, and  out  of  their  element. 

There  are  fome  people  who  think  they  fufficiently 
acquit'  themfelves,  and  entertain  their  company, 
with  relating  fafts  of  no  confequence,  nor  at  all 
out  of  the  road  of  fuch  common  incidents  as  hap- 
pen every  dayj    and  this  I  have  obferved  more 
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frequently  among  the  Scots  than  any  other  nation, 
who  are  very  careful  not  to  omit  the  minuteft  cir- 
cumftances  of  time  or  place ;  which  kind  of  dif- 
courfe,  if  it  were  not  a  little  relieved  by  the  un- 
couth terms  and  phrafes,  as  well  as  accent  and  gef- 
ture,  peculiar  to  that  country,  would  be  hardly  to- 
lerable. It  is  not  a  fault  in  company  to  talk  much; 
but  to  continue  it  long  is  certainly  one ;  for,  if  the 
majority  of  thofe  who  are  got  together  be  naturally 
filent  or  cautious,  the  converfation  will  flag,  unlefs 
it  be  often  renewed  by  one  among  them,  who  can 
fburt  new  fubje&s,  provided  he  does  not  dwell  upon 
them,  that  leave  room  for  anfwers  and  replies. 
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A    YOUNG    POET; 

Together  with  a  Proposal  for  the  Encouragement  of 
Poetry  in  Ireland. 


Sic  honor  &  nomen  divinis  vatibus  atque 
Carminibus  venit. .  Hor. 


S  I  R, 

AS  I  have  always  profefled  a  friendfhip  for 
you,  and  have  therefore  been  more  inqui- 
fitive  into  your  conduct  and  ftudies  than  is  ufually 
agreeable  to  young  men ;  fo  I  muft  own  I  am  not 
a  little  pleafed  to  find,  by  your  laft  account,  that 
you  have  entirely  bent  your  thoughts  to  Englifh 
poetry,  with  defign  to  make  it  your  profeffion  and 
bufmefs.  Two  reafons  incline  me  to  encourage 
you  in  this  ftudy ;  one,  the  narrownefs  of  your 
prefent  circumftances ;  the  other,  the  great  ufe  of 
poetry  to  mankind  and  foctety,  and  in  every  em- 
ployment of  life.  Upon  thefe  views,  I  cannot  but 
commend  your  wife  refolution  to  withdraw  fo  early 
from  other  unprofitable  and  fevere  ftudies,  and  be- 
take yourfelf  to  that*  which,   if  you  have  good 
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luck,  will  advance  your  fortune,  and  make  you  an 
ornament  to  your  friends  and  your  country.  It 
may  be  your  juftification,  and  farther  encourage- 
ment, to  confider,'  that  hifiory,  ancient  or  mo- 
dern, cannot  furnifh  you  an  inftance  of  one  per- 
fon,  eminent  in  any  ftation,  who  was  not  in  fome 
meafure  verfed  in  Poetry,  qr  at  leaft  a  well-wilher 
to  the  profeflbrs  of  it ;  neither  would  I  defpair  to 
prove,  if  legally  called  thereto,  that  it  is  impoflible 
to  be  a  good  foldier,  divine,  or  lawyer,  or  even  fo 
much  as  an  eminent  bell-man,  or  ballad-finger, 
without  fome  tafte  of  poetry,  and  a  competent  fkill 
in  verification :  but  I  fay  the  lefs  of  this,  becaufe 
the  renowned  Sir  P,  Sidney  has  exhaufted  the  fub- 
jedt  before  me,  in  his  Defence  of  Poefie,  on  which 
I  fhall  make  no  other  remark  but  this,  that  he  ar- 
gues there  as  if  he  really  believed  himfelf. 

For  my  own  part,  having  never  made  one  verfe 
fince  I  was  at  fchool,  where  I  fuflered  too  much 
for  my  blunders  in  poetry  to  have  any  love  to  it 
ever  fince,  I  am  not  able,  from  any  experience  of 
my  own,  to  give  you  thofe  inftru&ions  you  defire ; 
neither  will  I  declare  (for  I  love  to  conceal  my 
paflions)  how  much  I  lament  my  negledt  of  poetry 
in  thofe  periods  of  my  life  which  were  propereft 
for  improvements  in  that  ornamental  part  of  learn- 
ing ;  befides,  my  age  and  infirmities  might  well 
excufe  me  to  you,  as  being  unqualified  to  be  your 
writing-m  after,  \vith  fpe&acles  on,  and  a  fluking 
hand.  However,  that  I  may  not  be  altogether 
wanting  to  you  in  an  affair  of  fo  much  importance 
to  your  credit  and  happinefs,  I  ihall  here  give  you 
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fome  fcattered  thoughts  upon  the  fubjeft,  fuch  as  I 
have  gathered  by  reading  and  obfervation. 

There  is  a  certain  little  inftrument,  the  firft  of 
thofe  in  ufe  with  fcholars,  and  the  meaneft,  con- 
fidering  the  materials  of  it,  whether  it  be  a  joint 
of  wheaten-ftraw  (the  old  Arcadian  pipe)  or  juft 
three  inches  of  flender  wire,  or  a  ftript  feather,  or 
a  corking  pin.  Furthermore,  this  fame  diminutive 
tool,  for  the  pofture  of  it,  ufually  reclines  its  head 
on  the  thumb  of  the  right  hand,  fuftains  the  fore- 
mod  finger  upon  its  breaft,  and  is  itfelf  fupported 
by  the  fecond.  This  is  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  a  Fefcue  ;  I  fhall  here  therefore  conde- 
fcend  to  be  this  little  elementary  guide,  and  point 
out  fome  particulars,  whith  may  be  of  ufe  to  you 
in  your  horn-book  of  poetry. 

In  the  firft  place,  I  am  not  yet  convinced,  that  it  is 
at  all  necefTary  for  a  modern  poet  to  believe  in  God, 
or  have  any  ferious  fenfe  of  religion  ;  and  in  this 
article  you  muft  give  me  leave  to  fufpeft  your  ca- 
pacity ;  becaufe,  religion  being  what  your  mother 
taught  you,  you  will  hardly  find  it  poflible,  at  lead 
not  eafy,  all  at  once  to  get  over  thofe  early  preju- 
dices, fo  far  as  to  think  it  better  to  be  a  great  wit, 
than  a  good  chriftian,  though  herein  the  general 
pra&ice  is  againft  you ;  fo  that  if,  upon  enquiry, 
you  find  in  yourfelf  any  fuch  foftnefies,  owing  to 
tlie  nature  of  your  education,  my  advice  is,  that 
you  forthwith  lay  down  your  pen,  as  having  no 
farther  bufinefs  with  it  in  the  way  of  poetry  ;  un- 
lefs  you  will  be  content  to  pafs  for  an  infipid,  or 
will  fubmit  to  be  hooted  at  by  your  fraternity,  or 
6  can 
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can  difguife  your  religion,  as  well-bred  men  do 
their  learning,  in  coinplaifance  to  company. 

For,  poetry,  as  it  has  been  managed  for  fomc 
years  paft,  by  fuch  as  make  a  bufinefs  of  it  (and  of 
fuch  only  I  fpeak  here,  for  I  do  not  call  him  a  poet 
that  writes  for  his  diverfion,  any  more  than  that 
gentleman  a  fidler  who  amufes  himfelf  with  a 
violin)  I  fay,  our  poetry  of  late  has  been  altogether 
difengaged  from  the  narrow  notions  of  virtue  and 
piety,  becaufe  it, has  been  found,  by  experience  of 
our  profeflbrs,  that  the  fmalleft  quantity  of  religion, 
like  a  fingle  drop  of  malt  liquor  in  claret,  will 
muddy  and  difcompofe  the  brighteft  poetical  ge- 
nius. 

Religion  fuppofes  heaven  and  hell,  the  word  of 
God,  and  facraments,  and  twenty  other  circum- 
ftances,  which,  taken  ferioufly,  are  a  wonderful 
check  to  wit  and  humour,  and  fuch  as  a  true  poet 
cannot  poffibly  give  into,  with  a  faving  to  his  poe- 
tical licence ;  but  yet  it  is  neceflary  for  him,  that 
others  fhould  believe  thofe  things  ferioufly,  that  his 
wit  may  be  exercifed  on  their  wifdom,  for  fo  do- 
ing ;  for  though  a  wit  need  not  have  religion,  re* 
ligion  is  necefTary  to  a  wit,  as  an  inftrument  is  to 
the  hand  that  plays  upon  it :  and  for  this,  the  mo- 
derns plead  the  example  of  their  great  idol  Lucre- 
tius, who  had  not  been  by  half  fo  eminent  a  poet 
(as  he  truly  was)  but  that  he  flood  tip-toe  on  re- 
ligion, Religio  pedibus  fubje&ci)  and,  by  that  rifing 
ground,  had  the  advantage  of  all  the  poets  of  his 
own  or  following  times,  who  were  not  mounted  on 
the  fame  pedeftal* 
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Befides,  it  is  farther  to  be  obferved,  that  Petro- 
nius,  another  of  their  favourites,  fpeaking  of  the 
qualifications  of  a  good  poet,  infifts  chiefly  on  the 
liber  fpiritus ;  by  which  I  have  been  ignorant 
enough  heretofore  to  fuppofe  he  meant,  a  good  in- 
vention, or  great  compafs  of  thought,  or  a  fprighdy 
imagination :  but  I  have  learned  a  better  conftruc- 
tion,  from  the  opinion  and  practice  of  the  moderns; 
and,  taking  it  literally  for  a  free  fpirit,  /.  r.  a  ipi- 
rit,  or  mind,  free  or  difengaged  from  all  prejudices 
concerning  God,  religion,  and  another  worid#  it  is 
to  me  a  plain  account  why  our  prefent  fet  of  poets 
are,  and  hold  themfelves  obliged  to  be,  free- 
thinkers. 

But,  although  I  cannot  recommend  religion  upon 
the  practice  of  fome  of  our  moft  eminent  Englifh 
poets,  yet  I  can  juftly  advife  you,  from  their  ex- 
ample, to  be  converfant  in  the  fcriptures,  and,  if 
poffible,  to  make  yourfelf  entirely  mafter  of  them; 
ia  which,  however,  I  intend  nothing  lefs  than  im- 
poling  upon  you  a  tafk  of  piety.  Far  be  it  from 
me  to  defire  you  to  believe  them,  or  lay  any  great 
ftrefs  upon  their  authority ;  in  that  you  may  do  as 
you  think  fit ;  but  to  read  them  as  a  piece  of  ne- 
ceflary  furniture  for  a  wit  and  a  poet ;  which  is  a 
very  different  view  from  that  of  a  chrifHan.  For  I 
have  made  it  my  obfervation,  that  the  greateft  wits 
have  been  the  beft  textuaries :  our  modern  poets 
are,  all  to  a  man,  almoft  as  well  read  in  the  fcrip- 
tures, as  fome  of  our  divines,  and  often  abound 
more  with  the  phrafe*  They  have  read  them  his- 
torically, critically,  mufically,  comically,  poetically, 
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and  every  other  way  except  religioufly,  and  have 
found  their  account  in  doing  fo.  For  the  fcriptures 
are  undoubtedly  a  fund  of  wit,  and  a  fubjedi  for 
wit.  You  may,,  according  to  the  modern  pra<5Uce, 
be  witty  upon  them,  or  out  of  them :  and,  to  (peak 
the  truth,  but  for  them,  I  know  not  what  our 
play-wrights  would  do  for  images,  allufions,  fimi- 
litudes,  examples,  or  even  language  itfelf.  Shut 
up  the  facred  books,  and  I  would  be  bound  our  wit 
would  run  down  like  an  alarum,  or  fall  as  the 
ftocks  did,  and  ruin  half  the  poets  in  thefe  king- 
doms. And  if  that  were  the  cafe,  how  would  moll 
of  that  tribe  (all,  I  think,  but  the  immortal  Addi- 
fon,  who  made  a  better  ufe  of  his  bible,  and  a  few 
more)  who  dealt  fo  freely  in  that"  fund,  rejoice 
that  they  had  drawn  out  in  time,  and  left  the  pre- 
fent  generation  of  poets  to  be  the  bubbles. 

But  here  I  muft  enter  one  caution,  and  defire 
you  to  take  notice,  that  in  this  advice  of  reading 
the  fcriptures,  I  had  not  the  leaft  thought  concern- 
ing your  qualification  that  way  for  poetical  orders  ; 
which  I  mention,  becaufe  I  find  a  notion  of  that 
kind  advanced  by  one  of  our  Englifh  poets,  and  is, 
I  fuppofe,  maintained  by  the  reft.  He  fays  to 
Spencer,  in  a  pretended  vifion, 

cc  — — —  With  hands  laid  on,  ordain  me  fit 
cc  For  the  great  cure  and  miniftry  of  wit." 

Which  paflage  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  notable  allu- 
(ion  to  the  fcriptures ;  and  making  but  reafonable 
allowances  for  the  fmall  circumftance  of  profane- 
nefs,  bordering  clofe  upon  blafphemy,  is  inimitably 
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fine  ;  befide  fome  ufeful  difcoveries  made  in  it,  as, 
that  there  are  bifhops  in  poetry,  that  thefe  bifhops 
muft  ordain  young  poets,  and  with  laying  on  hands;" 
and  that  poetry  is  a  cure  of  fouls;  and,  conse- 
quently fpeaking,  thofe  who  have  fuch  cures  ought 
to  be  poets,  and  too  often  are  fo :  and  indeed,  as 
of  old,  poets  and  priefts  were  one  and  the  fame 
fiindtion,  the  alliance  of  thofe  minifterfol  offices  is 
to  this  day  happily  maintained  in  the  fame  perfons ; 
and  this  I  take  to  be  the  only  juftifiable  reafon  for 
that  appellation  which  they  fo  much  affeft,  I  mean 
the  modeft  title  of  divine  poets.  However,  having 
never  been  prefent  at  the  ceremony  of  ordaining  to 
the  priefthood  of  poetry,  I  own  I  have  no  notion 
of  the  thing,  and  fhall  fay  the  lefs  of  it  here. 

The  fcriptures  then  being  generally  both  the 
fountain  and  fubjedt  of  modern  wit,  I  could  do  no 
lefs  than  give  them  the  preference  in  your  reading. 
After  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  them,  I  would 
advife  you  to  turn  your  thoughts  to  human  litera- 
ture, which  yet  I  fay  more  in  compliance  with 
vulgar  opinions,  than  according  to  my  own  fenti- 
ments. 

Por,  indeed,  nothing  has  furprized  me  more, 
than  to  fee  the  prejudices  of  mankind  as  to  this 
matter  of  human  learning,  who  have  generally 
thought  it  is  necefTary  to  be  a  good  fcholar,  in  or- 
der to  be  a  good  poet ;  than  which  nothing  is  falfer 
in  faS,  or  more  contrary  to  pra&ice  and  expe- 
rience. Neither  will  I  difpute  the  matter,  if  any 
man  will  undertake  to  fhew  me  one  profeflcd  poet 
now  in  being,  who  is  any  thing  of  what  may  be 
Vol.  V.  S 
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juftly  called  a  fcholar ;  or  is  the  worfe  poet  for  that, 
but  perhaps  the  better j  for  being  fo  little  encum- 
bered with  the  pedantry  of  learning :  tis  true,  the 
Contrary  was  the  opinion  of  our  forefathers,  which 
we  of  this  age  have  devotion  enough  to  receive 
from  them  on  their  own  terms,  and  unexamined, 
but  not  fenfe  enough  to  perceive  'twas  a  grofs  mif- 
take  in  them.     So  Horace  has  told  us : 

cc  Scribendi  re&e  fapere  eft  &  principium  &  fons, 
€€  Rem  tibi  Socraticas  poterunt  oftendere  charfce." 

But,  to  fee  the  different  cafts  of  men's  heads, 
fomc,  not  inferior  to  that  poet  in  underftanding  (if 
you  will  take  their  own  word  for  it)  do  fee  no 
confequence  in  this  rule,  and  are  not  afhamed  to 
declare  themfelves  of  a  contrary  opinion.  Do  not 
many  men  write  well  in  common  account,  who 
have  nothing  of  that  principle  ?  Many  are  too  wife 
to  be  poets,  and  others  too  much  poets  to  be  wife, 
Muft  a  man,  forfooth,  be  no  lefs  than  a  philofopher 
to  be  a  poet,  when  it  is  plain  that  fome  of  the 
greateft  idiots  of  the  age  are  our  prettieft  performers 
that  way  ?  And  for  this,  I  appeal  to  the  judgment 
and  obfervation  of  mankind.  Sir  Ph.  Sidney's  no- 
table remark  upon  this  nation,  may  not  be  improper 
to  mention  here.  He  fays,  "  In  our  neighbour 
4<  country  Ireland,  where  true  learning  goes  very 
"  bare,  yet  are  their  poets  held  in  devout  reve- 
a  rence ;"  which  (hews,  that  learning  is  no  n*f 
tieceflary  either  to  the  making  of  a  poet,  or  judg* 
ing  of  him.     And  farther,  to  fee  the  fate  of  things 

notwkh- 

.  +m 

Digitized  t 


n 


A    YOUNG    POET.  259 

notwithftanding  our  learning  here  is  as  bare  as  ever, 
yet  are  our  poets  not  held,  as  formerly,  in  devout 
reverence ;  but  are,  perhaps,  the  moft  contemptible 
race  of  mortals  now  in  this  kingdom,  which  is  np 
lefs  to  be  wondered  at,  than  lamented. 

Some  of  the  old  philofophers  were  poets,  as,  ac- 
cording to  the  forementioned  author,  Socrates  and 
Plato  were  j  which,  however,  is  what  I  did  not 
know  before ;  but  that  does  not  fay  that  all  poets 
are,  or  that  any  need  be,  philofophers,  otherwife 
than  as  thofe  are  fo  called  who  are  a  little  out  at 
the  elbows.     In  which  fenfe  the  great  Shakefpear 
might  have  been  a  philofopher  ;  but  was  no  fcholar, 
yet  was  an  excellent  poet.     Neither  do  I  think  a 
late  moft  judicious  critick  fo  much  miftaken,  as 
others  do,  in  advancing  this  opinion,  that  "  Shake- 
"  fpear  had  been  a  worfe  poet,  had  he  been  a 
"  better  fcholar :"  and  Sir  W.  Davenant  is  another 
inftance  in  the  fame  kind.     Nor  muft  it  be  for- 
gotten, that  Plato  was  an  avowed  enemy  to  poets  ;  ' 
which  is,  perhaps,  the  reafon  why  poets  have  been 
always  at  enmity  with  his  profeffion ;  and  have  re- 
jected all  learning  and  philofophy,  for  the  fake  of 
that  one  philofopher.     As  I  take  the  matter,  neither 
philofophy,  nor  any  part  of  learning,  is  more  ne- 
cefTary  to  poetry  (which,  if  you  will  believe  the 
fame  author,  is  "  the  fum  of  all  learning")  than 
to  know  the  theory  of  light,  and  the  feveral  pro- 
portions and  diverfifications  of  it  in  particular  co- 
lours, is  to  a  good  painter. 

Whereas  therefore,  a  certain  author,  called  Pe- 
tronius  Arbiter,  goings  upon  the  fame  miftake,  has 
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confidently  declared,  that  one  ingredient  of  a  good 
poet,  is  "  Mens  ingentt  Ityrarum  jlumine  inundata" 
I  do,  on  the  contrary,  dedare,  that  this  his  arfTer- 
tion  (to  (peak  of  it  in  the  fofteft  terms)  is  no  better 
than  an  invidious  and  unhandfome  reflexion  on  all 
the  gentlemen-poets  of  thefe  times ;  for,  with  his 
good  leave,  much  lefs  than  a  flood,  or  inundation, 
will  ferve  the  turn ;  and,  to  my  certain  knowledge, 
fome  of  our  greateft  wits  in  your  poetical  way, 
have  not  as  much  real  learning  as  would  cover  a 
fixpence  in  the  bottom  of  a  bafon ;  nor  do  I  think 
the  worfe  of  them  ;  for,  to  fpeak  my  private  opi- 
nion, I  am  for  every  man's  working  upon  his  own 
materials,  and  producing  only  what  he  can  find 
within  himfelf,  which  is  commonly  a  better  ftock 
than  the  owner  knows  it  to  be.  I  think  flowers  of 
wit  ought  to  fpring,  as  thofe  in  a  garden  do,  from 
their  own  root  and  ftem,  without  foreign  afliftance. 
I  would  have  a  man's  wit  rather  like  a  fountain, 
that  feeds  itfelf  invifibly,  than  a  river,  that  is  fup- 
plied  by  feveral  ftreams  from  abroad. 

Or,  if  it  be  neccflfary,  as  the  cafe  is  with  lome 
,  barren  wits,  to  take  in  the  thoughts  of  others,  in 
order  to  draw  forth  their  own,  as  dry  pumps  will 
not  play  till  water  is  thrown  into  them  ;  in  that  ne- 
ceflity,  I  would  recommend  fome  of  the  approved 
ftandard  authors  of  antiquity  for  your  perufal,  as  a 
.  poet  and  a  wit ;  becaufe,  maggots  being  what  you 
look  for,  as  monkeys  do  for  vermin  in  their  keepers 
heads,  you  will  find  they  abound  in  good  old  au- 
thors, as  in  rich  old  cheefe,  not  in  the  new  j  and 
for  that  reafon  you  muft  have  the  clafficks,  cfpc- 
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dally  the  mofi  worm-eaten  of  them,  often  in  your 
hands. 

But  with  this  caution,  that  you  are  not  to  ufe 
thofe  ancients  as  unlucky  lads  do  their  old  fathers, 
and  make  no  confcience  of  picking  their  pockets 
and  pillaging  them.  Your  bufinefs  is  not  to  Ileal 
from  them,  but  to  improve  upon  them,  and  make 
their  fentiments  your  own  j  which  is  an '  effect  of 
great  judgment ;  and,  though  difficult,  yet  very 
poflible,  without  the  fcurvy  imputation  of  filching ; 
for  I  humbly  conceive,  though  I  light  my  candle 
at  my  neighbour's  fire,  that  does?  not  alter  the  pro- 
perty, or  make  the  wick,  the  wax,  or  the  flame, 
pr  the  whole  candle,  lefs  my  own, 

Poflibly  you  may  think  it  a  very  fevere  talk,  to 
arrive  at  a  competent  knowledge  of  £0  many  of  the 
ancients  as  excel  in  their  way;  and  indeed  itwojjld 
be  really  fo,  but  for  tbs  fhort  and  eafy  method 
lately  found  out  of  abftradts,  abridgments,  fumma- 
ries,  &c.  which  are  admirable  expedients  for  being 
very  learned  with  little  or  no  reading ;  and  have 
the  fame  ufe  with  buraing-glafles,  to  collect  the 
diffufed  rays  of  wit  and  learning  in  authors,  and 
make  them  point  with  warmth  and  quicknefs  upon 
tjie  reader's  imagination.  And  to  this  is  nearly 
related  that  other  modern  device  of  confulting  in- 
dexes, which  is  to  read  books  Hebraically,  and  be- 
gin where  others  ufually  end.  And  this  is  a  com- 
pendious way  of  coming  to  an  acquaintance  with 
authors  j  for  authors  are  to  be  ufed  like  lobfters, 
you  muft  look  for  the  beft  meat  in  the  tails,  and 
jay  the  bodies  back  again  in  the  diflu     Your  cun- 
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ningeft  thieves  (and  what  elfe  are  readers,  who 
only  read  to  borrow,  /.  e.  to  fleal)  ufe  to  cut  off  the 
portmanteau  from  behind,  without  flaying  to  dive 
into  the  pockets  of  the  owner.  Laftly,  you  are 
taught  thus  much  in  the  very  elements  of  philo- 
fophy ;  for  one  of  the  fineft  rules  in  logick  is,  Finis 
^Ji  primus  in  intention*. 

The  learned  world  is  therefore  moft  highly  in- 
debted to  a  late  painful  and  judicious  editor  of  the 
clafficks,  who  has  laboured  in  that  new  way  with 
exceeding  felicity.  Every  author,  by  his  manage- 
ment, fweats  under  himfelf,  being  over-loaded 
with  his  own  index,  and  carries,  like  a  north-coun- 
try-pedlar, all  his  fubftance  and  furniture  upon  his 
back,  and  with  as  great  variety  of  trifles.  To  him 
let  all  young  ftudents  make  their  compliments  for 
fo  much  time  and  pains  faved  in  the  purfuit  of  ufe- 
ful  knowledge ;  for  whoever  fhortens  a  road,  is  a 
benefa&or  to  the  publick,  and  to  every  particular 
perfon  who  has  occafion  to  travel  that  way. 

But  to  proceed.  I  have  lamented  nothing  more 
in  my  time,  than  the  difufe  of  fome  ingenious  little 
plays,  in  fafhion  with  young  folks  when  I  was  a 
boy,  and  to  which  the  great  facility  of  that  age, 
above  ours,  in  compofing,  was  certainly  owing; 
and,  if  any  thing  has  brought  a  damp  upon  the 
verfification  of  thefe  times,  we  have  no  farther 
than  this  to  go  for  the  caufe  of  it.  Now,  could 
thefe  fports  be  happily  revived,  I  am  of  opinion 
your  wifeft  courfe  would  be  to  apply  your  thoughts 
to  them,  and  never  fail  to  make  a  party  when  you 
can,  in  thofe  profitable  diverfions.  For  example, 
2  crarfcbo 
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crambo  is  of  extraordinary  ufe  to  good  rhiming, 
and  rhiming  is  what  Lhave  ever  accounted  the  very 
eflential  of  a  good  poet :  and  in  that  notion  I  am  not 
(ingular ;  for  the  aforefaid  Sir  P.  Sidney  has  de- 
clared, "  That  the  chief  life  of  modern  verfifying 
"  confifts  in  the  like  founding  of  words,  which  we 
<4  call  rhime  ;"  which  is  an  authority,  either  with- 
out exception,  or  above  any  reply.  Wherefore, 
you  are  ever  to  try  a  good  poem  as  you  would  a 
found  pipkin;  and  if  it  rings  well  upon  the 
knuckle,  be  fure  there  is  no  flaw  in  it.  Verfe 
without  rhime,  is  a  body  without  a  foul  (for  the 
"  chief  life  confifteth  in  the  rhime")  or  a  bell  with- 
out a  clapper ;  which,  in  ftri&nefs,  is  no  bell,  as 
being  neither  of  ufe  nor  delight.  And  the  fame 
ever  honoured  knight,  with  fo  mufical  an  ear,  had 
that  veneration  for  the  tuneablenefs  and  chiming 
of  verfe,  that  he  fpeaks  of  a  poet  as  one  that  has 
"  the  reverend  title  of  a  rhimer."  Our  celebrated 
Milton  has  done  thefe  nations  great  prejudice  in 
this  particular,  having  fpoiled  as  many  reverend 
rhimers*  by  his  example,  as  he  has  made  real 
poets. 

For  which  reafon,  I  am  overjoyed  to  hear  that  a 
very  ingenious  youth  of  this  town  is  now  upon  the 
ufeful  delign  (for  which  he  is  never  enough  to  be 
commended)  of  beftowing  rhime  upon  Milton's 
Paradife  Loft,  which  will  make  the  poem,  in  that 
only  defe&ive,  more  heroic  and  fonorous  than  it 
has  hitherto  been.  I  wifh  the  gentleman  fucc 
the  performance ;  and,  as  it  is  a  work  in  v/  .  \  * 
young  man  could  not  be  more  happily  en)T  ■  ;^<  ^. 
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or  appear  in  with  greater  advantage  to  his  chara&er, 
fo  I  am  concerned  that  it  did  not  fall  out  to  be  your 
province. 

With  much  the  fame  view,  I  would  recommend 
to  you  the  witty  play  of  pi&ures  and  motto's, 
which  will  furnifh  your  imagination  with  great 
ftore  of  images  and  fuitable  devices.  We  of  thefe 
kingdoms  have  found  our  account  in  this  diverfion, 
as  little  as  we  confider  or  acknowledge  it ;  for  to 
this  we  owe  our  eminent  felicity  in  pofies  of  rings, 
motto's  of  fnufF-boxes,  the  humours  of  fign-pofts 
with  their  elegant  infcriptions,  &c.  in  which  kind 
of  productions  not  any  nation  in  the  world,  no, 
not  the  Dutch  themfelves,  will  prefume  to  rival 
lis. 

For  much  the  lame  reafon,  it  may  be  proper  for 
you  to  have  fome  infight  into  the  play  called,  What 
is  it  like  ?  as  of  great  ufe  in  common  practice,  to 
quicken  flow  capacities,  and  improve  the  quickeft ; 
but  the  chief  end  of  it  is,  to  fupply  the  fancy  with 
variety  of  (imilies  for  all  fubje&s.  It  will  teach 
you  to  bring  things  to  a  likenefs,  which  have  not 
the  lead  imaginable  conformity  in  nature,  which  is 
properly  creation,  and  the  very  bufinefs  of  a  poet, 
as  his  name  implies  j  and  let  me  tell  you,  a  good 
poet  can  no  more  be  without  a  flock  of  fimiles  by 
him,  than  a  fhoermaker  without  his  lafts.  He 
fhould  have  them  fized,  and  ranged,  and  hung  up 
in  order  in  his  fhop,  ready  for  all  cuftomers,  and 
fhaped  to  the  feet  of  all  forts  of  verfe :  and  here  I 
could  more  fully  (and  I  long  to  do  it)  infift  upon 
the  wonderful  harmony  and  refcmblance  between  a 
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poet  and  a  flioe-maker,  in  many  citcumftances  com- 
mon to  both  ;  fuch  as  the  binding  of  their  temples, 
the  ftuff  they  work  upon,  and  the  paring-knife 
they  ufe,  &c.  but  that  I  would  not  digrefs,  nor 
feem  to  trifle  in  fo  ferious  a  matter. 

Now  I  fay,  if  you  apply  yourfelf  to  thefe  diminu- 
tive (jports  (not  to  mention  others  of  equal  ingenuity, 
fuch  as  draw-gloves,  crofs  purpofes,  queftions  and 
commands,  and  the  reft)  it  is  not  to  be  conceived 
what  benefit  (of  nature)  you  will  find  by  them, 
and  how  they  will  open  the  body  of  your  inven- 
tion. To  thefe  devote  your  fpare-hours,  or  rather 
fpare  all  your  hours  to  them,  and  then  you  will  ad 
as  becomes  a  wife  man,  and  make  even  diverfions 
an  improvement ;  like  the  inimitable  management 
of  the  bee,  which  does  the  whole  bufinefs  of  life 
at  once,  and  at  the  fame  time  both  feeds,  and 
works,  and  diverts  itfelf. 

Your  own  prudence  will,  I  doubt  not,  dire& 
you  to  take  a  place  every  evening  among  the  inge- 
nious, in  the  corner  of  a  certaiq  coffee-houfe  in 
this  town,  where  you  will  receive  a  turn  equally 
right  as  to  wit,  religion,  and  politicks ;  as  likewife 
to  be  as  frequent  at  the  playhoufe  as  you  pan  af-r 
ford,  without  felling  your  books.  For,  in  our 
afte  theatre,  even  Cato  himfelf  might  fit  to  the 
iling  of  fhe  curtain  :  befides,  you  will  fometimes 
eet  with  tolerable  converfation  among  the  players ; 
ey  are  fuch  a  kind  of  men  as  may  pafs,  upon  the 
me  fort  of  capacities,  for  wits  off  the  ftage,  as 
iey  do  for  fine  gentlemen  upon  it.  Befides,  that 
have  known  a  fa&or  deal  in  as  good  ware,  and 
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fell  as  cheap,  as  the  merchant  himfelf  that  employs 
him. 

Add  to  this  the  expediency  of  furnifhing  out 
your  fhelves  with  a  choice  colleftion  of  modern 
mifcellanies,  in  the  gayeft  edition ;  and  of  reading 
all  forts  of  plays,  elpecially  the  new,  and  above  all, 
thofe  of  our  own  growth,  printed  by  fubfcription ; 
in  which  article  of  Irifh  manufa&ure,  I  readily 
agree  to  the  late  propofal,  and  am  altogether  for 
u  reje&ing  and  renouncing  every  thing  that  comes 
"  from  England :"  to  what  purpofe  fhould  we 
go  thither  for  coals  or  poetry,  when  we  have  a 
vein  within  ourfelves,  equally  good  and  more  con- 
venient ?     Laftly, 

A  common-place-book  is  what  a  provident  poet 
cannot  fubfift  without,  for  this  proverbial  reafon,  that 
"  great  wits  have  fhort  memories ;"  and  whereas, 
on  the  other  hand,  poets,  being  liars  by  profeffion, 
ought  to  have  good  memories ;  to  reconcile  thefe, 
a  book  of  this  fort,  is  in  the  nature  of  a  fupple- 
mental  memory,  or  a  record  of  what  occurs  re- 
markable in  every  day's  reading  or  converfation. 
There  you  enter  not  only  your  own  original 
thoughts,  (which,  a  hundred  to  one,  are  few  and 
infignificant)  but  fuch  of  other  men,  as  you  think 
fit  to  make  your  own,  by  entering  them  there. 
For,  take  this  for  a  rule,  when  an  author  is  in  your  i 
books,  you  have  the  fame  demand  upon  him  for  1 
his  wit,  as  a  merchant  has  for  your  money,  when 
you  are  in  his.  , 

By  thefe  few  and  eafy  prefcriptions,  (with  the  j 
help  of  a  good  genius)  it  is  poffible  you  may,  in 
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a  fhort  time,  arrive  at  the  accomplifhments  of  a 
poet,  and  fhine  in  that  charader.  As  for  your  • 
manner  of  cOmpofing,  and  choice  of  fubjeds,  I 
cannot  take  upon  me  to  be  your  dire&or ;  but  I 
will  venture  to  give  you  fome  fhort  hints,  which 
you  may  enlarge  upon  at  your  leifure.  Let  me 
entreat  you  then,  by  no  means  to  lay  afide  that  no- 
tion peculiar  to  our  modern  refiners  in  poetry, 
which  is,  that  a  poet  muft  never  write  or  difcourfe 
as  the  ordinary  part  of  mankind  do,  but  in  number 
and  verfe,  as  an  oracle ;  which  I  mention  the  rather, 
becaufe,  upon  this  principle,  I  have  known  heroes 
brought  into  the  pulpit,  and  a  whole  fermon  com- 
pofed  and  delivered  in  blank  verfe,  to  the  vaft  credit 
of  the  preacher,  no  lefs  than  the  real  entertainment 
and  great  edification  of  the  audience ;  the  fecret  of 
which  I  take  to  be  this  :  when  the  matter  of  fuch 
difcourfes  is  but  mere  clayj  or,  as  we  ufually  call 
it,  fad  fluff,  the  preacher,  who  can  afford  no  better, 
wifely  moulds,  and  polifhes,  and  dries,  and  wafhes 
this  piece  of  earthen-ware,  and  then  bakes  it  with 
poetic  fire  ;  after  which  it  will  ring  like  any  pan- 
crock,  and  is  a  good  difh  to  fet  before  common 
guefts,  as  every  congregation  is,  that  comes  fo  often 
for  entertainment  to  one  place. 

There  was  a  good  old  cuftom  in  ufe,  which  our 
anceftors  had,  of  invoking  the  mufes  at  the  entrance 
of  their  poems ;  I  fuppofe,  by  way  of  craving  a 
blefling :  this  the  gracelefs  moderns  have  in  a  great 
meafure  laid  afide,  but  are  not  to  be  followed  in 
that  poetical  impiety  j  for,  although  to  nice  ears 
Aicb  invocations  may  found  harfh  and  difagreeable 
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(as.  tuning  itiftruraente  is  before  a  concert)  they 
are  equally  neceflary.  Again,  ypu  muft  not  fail 
to  drefe  your  mule  in  a  forehead-doth  of  Greek  or 
Latin,  I  mean,  you  an  always  to  make  ufe  of  a 
quaint  motto  to.  all  your  competitions ;  for,  befide 
that  tMs  ajrtifice  befpeaks  the  reader's  opinion  of 
the  writer  a  learning,  it  is  otherwife  ufeful  and  com- 
mcndable.  A  bright  paflage  in  the  front  of  a  poem, 
is  a  good  mark,  like  a  ftar  in  a  horfe's  face  ;  and 
titte  piece  will  certainly  go  off  the  better  for  it 
The  os  magna  fonaturum^  which,  if  I  remember 
right,  Horace  makes  one  qualification  of  a  good 
poet,  may  teach  you  not  to  gpgg  your  mufe,  or 
flint  yourfelf  in  words  and  epithets  which  coft 
you  nothing,  Contrary  to  the  pra&ice  of  feme  few 
out-of-the-way  writers,  who  ufe  a  natural  and 
concife  expreflion,  and  affe&  a  ftyle  like  unto  a 
Shrewfbury-cake,  fhort  and  fweet  upon  the  palate ; 
they  will  not  afford  you  a  word  more  than  is  »e- 
ceflary  to  make  them  intelligible,  which  is  as  poor 
and  niggardly,  as  it  would  be  to  fet  down  no  more 
meat  than  your  company  will  be  ftfre  to  eat  up. 
Words  are  but  lacquies  to  fenfe,  and  will  dance 
attendance  without  wages  or  compulfionj  Verba 
non  invita  fequentur. 

Farthenhore,  when  you  fet  about  composing,  it 
may  be  neceflary,  for  your  eafe,  and  better  dift&? 
lation  of  wit,  to  put  pn  your  worftcloaths,  and  the 
.worfe  the  better ;  for  an  author,  like  a  limbeck, 
will  yield  the  better  for  haying  a  rag  about  him ; 
befides  that  I  have  obferved  a  gardener  cut  the 
put  ward  rind  of  a  tree,  (which  is  the  fwtout  of  it) 
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to  make  it  bear  well ;  and  this  is  a  natural  account 
of  the  ufual  poverty  of  poets,  and  is  an  argument 
why  wits,  of  all  men  living,  ought  to  be  ill-ckd.  I 
have  always  a  facred  veneration  for  any  one  I  ob- 
ferve  to  be  a  little  out  of  repair  in  his  perfon,  as  fup-> 
pofing  him  either  a  poet,  or  a  philofopher ;  be- 
caufe  the  richeft  minerals  are  ever  found  under  the 
moft  ragged  and  withered  furface  of  the  earth. 

As  for  your  choice  of  fubje&s,  I  have  only  to 
give  you  this  caution :  that  as  a  handfome  way  of 
praifing,  is  certainly  the  moft  difficult  point  in 
writing  or  fpeaking,  I  would  by  no  means  advife 
any  young  man  to  make  his  firft  eflay  in  panegy- 
rick,  befide  the  danger  of  it :  for  a  particular  enco- 
mium, is  ever  attended  with  more  ill-will,  than  any 
general  mvedive,  for  which  I  need  givenoreafons; 
wherefore,  my  counfel  is,  that  you  ufe  the  point 
of  your  pen,  not  the  feather:  let  your  firft  attempt 
be  a  coup  d* eclat  in  the  way  of  libel,  lampoon,  or 
Tartre.  Knock  down  half  a  fcore  reputations,  and 
you  will  infallibly  raife  your  own;  and  fb  it  be 
with  wit,  no  matter  with  how  little  juftice ;  for 
fi&ion  is  your  trade. 

Every  great  genius  feems  to  ride  upon  mankind, 
like  Pyrrhus  on  his  elephant ;  and  the  way  to  have 
the  abfolute  afcendant  of  your  refty  nag,  and  to 
keep  your  feat,  is,  at  your  firft  mounting,  to  afford 
him  the  whip  and  fpurs  plentifully ;  after  which,* 
you  may  travel  the  reft  of  the  day  with  great  ala- 
crity. Once  kick  the  world,  and  the  world  and 
you  will  live  together  at  a  reafonable  good  under- 
ftanding.     You  cannot  but  know  that  thefe  of  your 
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profeflion  have  been  called  genus  irritab'de  vatum) 
and  you  will  find  it  neceflary  to  qualify  yourfelf 
for  that  wafpifh  fociety,  by  exerting  your  talent 
of  fatife  upon  the  firft  occafion,  and  to  abandon 
goodrnature,  only  to  prove  yourfelf  a  true  poet, 
which  x  you  will  ailow  to  be  a  valuable  confider- 
ation :  in  a  word,  a  young  robber  is  ufually  en- 
tered by  a  murder:  a  young  hound  is  blooded 
when  he  comes  firft  into  the  field :  a  young  bully 
begins  with  killing  his  man :  and  a  young  poet  muft 
ihew  his  wit,  as  the  other  his  courage,  by  cutting, 
and  flafhing,  and  laying  about  him,  and  banging 
mankind. 

Laftly,  It  will  be  your  wifdom  to  look  out  be- 
times for  a  good  fervice  for  your  mufe,  according 
to  her  &ill  and  qualifications,  whether  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  dairy-maid,  a  cook,  or  chair-woman  :  I 
mean,  to  hire  out  your  pen  to  a  paj:tyr  which  will 
afford  you  both  pay  and  protection;  and  when  you 
have  to  do  with  the  prefs,  (as  you  will  long  to  be 
there)  take  care  to  befpeak  an  importunate  friend, 
to  extort  your  productions  with  an  agreeable  vio- 
lence ;  and  which,  according  to  the  cue  between 
you,  you  muft  ftin;endpr  digito  male  pertinaei: 
there  is  a  decency  in  this  ;  for  \t  no  more  become* 
an  author,  in  modefty,  to  have  a  hand  in  publifli- 
ing  his  own  works,  than  a  woman  in  labour,  to 
lay  herfelf. 

I  would  be  very  loth  to  give  the  leaft  umbrage  of 
offence  by  what  I  have  here  laid,  as  I  may  do,  if  I 
fhould  be  thought  to  infinuate  that  thefe  circum- 
ftances  of  good  writing  have  been  unknown  to,  or 
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not  obferved  by,  the  poets  of  this  kingdom  :  I  will 
do  my  countrymen  the  juftice  to  fay,  they  have 
written  by  the  foregoing  rules  with  great  exa£tnefs> 
and  fo  far  as  hardly  to  come  behind  thofe  of  their 
profeffion  in  England,  in  perfedion  of  low  ^writ- 
ing. The  fublime  indeed  is  not  fo  common  ;with 
us ;  but  ample  amends  is  made  for  that  want,  in 
great  abundance  of  the  admirable  and  amazing, 
which  appears  in  all  our.  compofitions.  Our  very 
good  friend  (the  knight  aforefaid)  fpeaking  of  the 
force  of  poetry,  mentions  a  rhiming  to  death, 
c<  which  (adds  he)  is  faid  to  be  done  in  Ireland ;" 
and  truly,  to  our  honour  be  it  fpoken,  that  power, 
in  a  great  meafure,  continues  with  us  to  this  day. 

I  would  now  offer  fome  poor  thoughts  of  mine 
for  the  encouragement  of  poetry  in  this  kingdom, 
if  I  could  hope  they  would  be  agreeable.     I  have 
had  many  an  aking  heart  for  the  ill  plight  cf  that 
noble  profeffion  here  j  and  it  has  been  my  late  and 
early  ftudy,  how   to  bring  it  into  better  circum- 
ftances.     And  furely,  confidering  what  monftrous 
wits,  in  the  poetic  way,  do  almoft  daily  ftart   up 
and  furprize  us  in  this  town  ;  what  prodigious  ge- 
niufes  we  have  herQ,  (of  which  I  could  give  in- 
ftances  without  number)  and  withal  of  what  great 
benefit  it  may  be  to  our  trade  to  encourage  that  fci- 
ence  here,  for  it  is  plain  our  linen-manufadture  is 
advanced  by  the  great  wafte  of  paper  made  by  our 
prefent  fet  of  poets ;  not  to  mention  other  neceflary 
ufes  of  the  fame  to  fhop-keepers,  efpecially  grocers, 
apothecaries,  and  paftry-cooks ;  and  I. might  add, 
but  for  our  writers,  the  nation  would  in  a  little 
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time  be  utterly  deftitute  of  bum-fodder,  and  muft 
of  necefiity  import  the  fame  from  England  and 
Holland,  where  they  have  it  in  great  abundance, 
by  the  indefatigable  labour  of  their  own  wits :  I 
fay,  thefe  things  confidered,  I  am  humbly  of  opi- 
nion, it  would  be  worth  the  care  of  our  governors 
to  cherifh  gentlemen  of  the  quill,  and  give  them  all 
proper  encouragements  here.  And,  fince  I  am 
upon  the^fubjeft,  I  fhall  (peak  my  mind  very  freely, 
.  and  if  I  add  fawcily,  it  is  no  more  than  my  birth- 
right as  a  Briton. 

Serioufly  then,  I  have  many  years  lamented  the 
want  of  a  Grub-ftreet  in  this  our  large  and  polite 
city,  unlefs  the  whole  may  be  called  one.     And 
this  I  have  accounted  an  unpardonable  defeat  in 
our  conftitution,  ever  fince  I  had  any  opinions  I 
could  call  my  owij.     Every  one  knows  Grub-ftreet 
is  a  market  forfmallrware  in  wit,  and  as  neceflary, 
confidering  the  ufual  purgings  of  human  brain,  as 
the  nofe  is  upon  a  man's  face :    and  for  thq  lame 
reafons  we  have  here  a  court,  a  college,  a  play- 
houfe,  and  beautiful  ladies,    and  fine  gentlemen, 
and  good  claret,  and  abundance  of  pens,  ink,  and 
paper,  clear  of  taxes,  and  every  other  drcumftance 
to  provoke  wit  j  *nfl  yet  thofe,  whofe  province  it 
is,  have  not  thought  fit  to  appoint  a  place  for  eva- 
cuations of  it,  which,  is  a  very  hard  cafe,  as  may  be 
judged  by  comparifons. 

And  truly  this  defedfc  has  been  attended  with  un- 
lpeakable  inconveniencies ;  for,  not  to  mention  the 
prejudice  done  to  the  common-wealth  of  letters,  I 
am  of  opinion  we  fufFer  in  our  health  by  it :  I  be- 
lieve 
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Ileve  our  corrupted  air,  and  frequent  thick  fogs, 
afe  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  the  common  ex- 
pofal  of  our  wit  j  and  that  with  good  management, 
our  poetical  vapours  might  be  carried  off  in  a  com- 
mon drain,  and  fall  into  one  quarter  of  the  town, 
without  infe&ing  the  whole,  as  the  cafe  is  at  pre- 
fent,  to  the  great  offence  of  our  nobility  and  gentry, 
and  others  of  nice  nofes.  When  writers  of  all 
fizes,  like  freemen  of  the  city,  are  at  liberty  to 
throw  out  their  filth  and  excrementitious  produc- 
tions, in  every  ftreet  as  they  pleafe,  what  can  the 
confequence  be,  but  that  the  town  muft  be  poifohed, 
and  become  fuch  another  jakes,  as,  by  report  of 
great  travellers,  Edinburgh  is  at  night,  a  thing  well 
to  be  conlidered  in  thefe  peftilential  times. 

I  am  not  of  the  fociety  for  reformation  of  man- 
ners, but,  without  that  pragmatical  title,  I  fhould 
be  glad  to  feefome  amendment  in  the  matter  be- 
fore us :  wherefore  I  humbly  befpeak  the  favour  of 
the  lord-mayor,  the  court  of  aldermen,  and  com- 
mon-council, together  with  the  whole  circle  of 
arts  in  this  town,  and  do  recommend  this  affair  to 
their  moft  political  t:onfideration ;  and  I  perfuade 
myfelf  they  will  not  be  wanting  in  their  beft  en- 
deavours, when  they  can  ferve  twd  fuch  good  ends 
at  once,  as  both  to  keep  the<town  fweet,  and  en- 
courage poetry  in  it.  Neither  *do  I  make  any  ex- 
ceptions as  to  fatirical  poets  and  lampoon-writers,  in 
confideration  of  their  office ;  for  though,  indfeed* 
their  bufinefs  is  to  rake  into  kennels,  and  gather  up 
the  filth  of  ftreets  and  families,  (in  which  refpeft 
they  may  be,  for  aught  I  know,  as  neceflary  to  the 
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town  as  fcavengers,  or  chimney-fweeps)  yet  1 
have  obferved  they  too,  have  themfelves,  at  the 
lame  time,  very  foul  cloaths,  and,  like  dirty  per- 
fons,  leave  more  filth  and  naftinefs,  than  they  fweep 
away* 

In  a  word,  what  I  would  be  at  (for  I  love  to  be 
plain  in  matters  of  importance  to  my  country)  is, 
that  fome  private  ftreet,  or  blind  alley  of  this  town, 
may  be  fitted  up,  at  the  charge  of  the  publick,  as 
an  apartment  for  the  mufes  (like  thofe  at  Rome  and 
Amfterdam,  for  their  female  relations)  and  be 
wholly  configned  to  the  ufes  of  our  wits,  furniflied 
completely  with  all  appurtenances,  fuch  as  authors, 
fupervifors,  preffes,  printers,  hawkers,  fhops,  and 
ware-houfes,  abundance  of  garrets,  and  every  other 
implement  and  circumftance  of  wit ;  the  benefit  of 
which  would  obvioufly  be  this,  viz.  that  we  fllould 
then  have  a  fafe  repofitory  for  our  beft  produ&ions* 
which  at  prefent  are  handed  about  in  fingle  fheete 
or  manufcripts,  and  may  be  altogether  loft  (which 
were  a  pity)  or  at  the  beft,  are  fubjeft,  in  that 
loofe  drefs,  like  handfome  women,  to  great  abufes. 

Another  point,  that  has  coft  me  fome  melan- 
choly reflexions,  is  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  play- 
houfe ;  the  encouragement  of  which  has  an  imme- 
diate influence  upon  the  poetry  of  the  kingdom  j  as 
a  good  market  improves  the  tillage  of  the  neigh- 
bouring country,  and  enriches  the  ploughman* 
neither  do  we  of  this  town  feem  enough  to  knosr 
or  confider  the  vaft  benefit  of  a  play-houfe  to  <tp 
city  and  nation :  that  fingle  houfe  is  the  fountain 
of  all  our  love,  wit,  drefs,  and  gallantry*     tttm 
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the  fchooi  of  wifdom  ;  for  there  we  learn  to  know 
what's  what;  which,  however,  I  cannot  fay  is  always 
in  that  place  found  knowledge.  There  our  young 
folks  drop  their  childifh  miftakes,  and  come  firft  to 
perceive  their  mothers  cheat  of  theparfley-bed  j  there 
too  they  get  rid  of  natural  prejudices,  efpecially 
thofe  of  religion  and  modefty,  which  are  great  re- 
ftraints  to  a  free  people.  The  fame  is  a  remedy 
for  the  fpleen,  and  blufliing,  and  feveral  diftempera 
occafioned  by  the  ftagnation  of  the  blood.  It  is 
likewife  a  fchooi  of  common-fwearing ;  my  young 
mailer,  who  at  firft  but  minced  an  oath,  is  taught 
there  to  mouth  it  gracefully,  and  to  fwear,  as  he 
reads  French,  ore  rotunda.  Profanenefs  was  before 
to  him  in  the  nature  of  his  beft  fiat,  or  holiday- 
cioaths;  but,  upon  frequenting  the  play-houfe,  % 
fwearing,  curfing,  and  lying,  become  like  his 
every-day  coat,  waiftcoat,  and  breeches.  Now  I 
lay,  common-fwearing,  a  produce  of  this  country 
as  plentiful  as  our  corn,  thus  cultivated  by  the  play- 
houfe,  might,  with  management,  be  of  wonderful 
advantage  to  the  nation,  as  a  proje&or  of  the  fwear- 
ers-bank  has  proved  at  large.  Laftly,  the  fiage 
in  great  meafure  fupports  the  pulpit ;  for  I  know 
not  what  our  divines  could  have  to  fay  there  againft 
the  corruptions  of  the  age,  but  for  the  play-houfe, 
which  is  the  feminary  of  them.  From  which  it  is 
plain,  the  publick  is  a  gainer  by  the  play-houfe, 
and  confequently  ought  to  countenance  it ;  and, 
were  I  worthy  to  put  in  my  word,  or  prefcribe  to 
my  betters,  I  could  fay  in  what  manner. 

T  a  I  have 
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I  have  heard  that  a  certain  gentleman  has  great 
defigns  to  ferve  the  publkk,  in  the  way  of  their 
diverfions,  with  due  encouragement  ;  that  is, 
if  he  can  obtain  fome  concordatum-money,  or 
yearly  faiary,  and  handfome  contribution:  and 
well  he  deferves  the  favours  of  the  nation  ;  for,  to 
do  him  juftice,  he  has  an  uncommon  fkill  in  paf- 
times,  having  altogether  applied  his  ftudies  that 
way,  and  travelled  full  many  a  league,  by  fea  31A 
land,  for  this  his  profound  knowledge.  With  that 
view  alone,  he  has  vifited  all  the  courts  and  cities 
in  Europe,  and  has  been  at  more  pains  than  I  fhall 
fpeak  of,  to  take  an  exaft  draught  of  the  phy- 
houfe  at  the  Hague,  as  a  model  for  a  new  one  here* 
But  what  can  a  private  man  do  by  himfelf  in  fo 
public  an  undertaking  ?  It  is  not  to  be.  doubted  but, 
by  his  care  and  induftry,  vaft  improvements  may 
be  made,  not  only  in  our  play-houfe  (which  is  his 
immediate  province),  but  in  our  gaming  ordi- 
naries, groom-porters,  lotteries,  bowling-greens, 
nine-pin-allies,  bear-gardens^  cock-pits,  prizes, 
puppet  and  raree-fhows,  and  whatever  elfe  con- 
cerns the  elegant  divertifements  of  this  town.  He 
is  truly  an  original  genius ;  and  I  felicitate  this  our 
capital  city  on  his  refidence  here,  where  I  wifh  him 
long  to  live  and  flourifh,  for  the  good  of  the  com- 
monwealth. 

Once  more :  if  any  farther  applications  fhall  be 
made  on  the  other  fide,  to  obtain  a  charter  for  a 
bank  here,  I  prefume  to  make  a  requeft,  that  poetry 
may  be  a  fharer  in  that  privilege,  being  a  fund  as 
real,  and  to  the  full  as  well  grounded,  as  our  ftocks  j 
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but  I  fear  our  neighbours,  who  envy  our  wit  as 
much  as  they  do  our  wealth  or  trade,  will  give 
no  encouragement  to  either.  I  believe  alfo,  it 
might  be  proper  to  ere&  a  corporation  of  poets  in 
this  city.  I  have  been  idle  enough  in  my  time, 
to  make  a  imputation  of  wits  here;  and  do  find 
we  have  three  hundred  performing  poets  and  up- 
wards, in  and  about  this  town,  reckoning  fix  fcore 
to  the  hundred,  and  allowing  for.demi's,  like  pint- 
bottles  ;  including  alfo  the  feveral  denominations  of 
imitators,  tranflators,  and  famiiiar^letter-writers,  &c. 
One  of  thefe  laft  has  lately  entertained  the  town  with 
an  original  piece,  and  fuch  a  one  as,  I  dare  fay,  the 
late  Britifh  Spe&ator,  in  his  decline,  would  have 
called,  "  an  excellent  fpecimen  of  the  true  fub- 
u  lime  "  or  "  a  noble  poem ;"  or  "  a  fine  copy 
"  of  verfes,  on  a  fubje&  perfe&ly  new,"  the  author 
himfelf ;  and  had  given  it  a  place  among  his  lateft  * 
lucubrations. 

But,  as  I  was  faying,  fo  many  poets,  I  am  con- 
fident, are  fufficient  i  *  furnifh  out  a  corporation  in 
point  of  number.  Then,  for  the  feveral  degrees  of 
fubordinate  members  requifite  to  fuch  a  body,  there 
can  be  no  want ;  for,  although  we  have  not  one 
mafterly  poet,  yet  we  abound  with  wardens  and 
beadles ;  having  a  multitude  of  poetafters,  poetitos, 
parcel-poets,  poet-apes,  and  philo-poets,  and  many 
of  inferior  attainments  in  wit,  but  ftrong  inclina- 
tions to  it,  which  are  by  odds  more  than  all  the 
reft.  Nor  (hall  I  ever  be  at  eafe,  till  this-projed:  of 
mine  (for  which  I  am  heartily  thankful  to  myfelf ) 
ihall  be  reduced  to  pra&ice.     I  long  to  fee  the  day, 
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when  our  poets  will  be  a  regular  and  diftinft  body, 
and  wait  upon  the  lord-mayor  on  public  days,  like 
other  good  citizens,  in  gowns  turned  up  with  green 
inftead  of  laurels ;  and  when  I  myfelf,  tvho  make 
this  propofal,  fhall  be  free  of  their  company. 

To  conclude,  what  if  our  government  had  a 
poet-laureat  here,  as  in  England  ?  what  if  our 
univerljty  had  a  profeflbr  of  poetry  here,  as  in 
England  ?  what  if  our  lord-mayor  had  a  city-bard 
here,  as  in  England  ?  and,  to  refine  upon  England, 
what  if  every  corporation,  parifh,  and  ward  in  this 
town,  had  a  poet  in  fee,  as  they  have  not  in  Eng- 
land ?  Laftly,  what  if  every  onei,  fo  qualified,  were 
obliged  to  add  one  more  than  ufual  to  the  number 
of  his  domeflicks,  and  befide  a  fool  and  a  chaplain 
(which  are  often  united  in  one  perfon)  would  retain 
a  poet  in  his  family ;  for,  perhaps,  a  rhin^er  is  as 
neceflary  among  fervants  of  a  houfe,  as  a  Dobbin 
with  his  bells  at  the  head  of  a  team  ?  But  thefe 
things  I  leave  to  the  wifdom  of  my  fuperiors. 

While  I  have  been  directing  your  pen,  I  ihoi^Id 
not  forget  to  govern  my  own,  which  has  already 
exceeded  the  bounds  of  a  letter :  I  muft  therefore 
take  my  leave  abruptly,  and  defire  you,  without 
farther  ceremony,  to  believe  that  I  am,  Sir, 

4 

Your  moft  humble  Servant, 

December  i, 
X720. 

j.  s. 
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TN  handling  this  fubjeft,  I  fhall  proceed  wholly 
*  upon  the  fuppofition,  that  thofe  of  our  party, 
who  profefs  themfelves  members  of  the  church 
eftablifhed,  and  under  the  apoftolical  government 
of  bifhops,  do  defire  the  continuance  and  tranf- 
miffion  of  it  to  pdfterity,  at  leaft  in  as  good  a 
condition  as  it  is  at  prefent :  becaufe,  as  this  dif- 
courfe  is  not  calculated  for  diflenters  of  any  kind, 
fo  neither  will  it  fuit  the  talk  or  fentiments  of  thofe 
perfbns,  who,  with  the  denomination  of  church- 
men, are  ^oppreflbrs  of  the  inferior  clergy,  and 
perpetually  quarrelling  at  the  great  incomes  of  the 
bifhops;  which  is  a  traditional  cant  delivered  down 
from  former  times,  and  continued  with  great  rea- 
fon,  although  it  be  near  200  years  fince  almoft  three 
parts  in  four  of  the  church  revenues  have  been 
taken  from  the  clergy,  befide  the  fpoils  that  have 
been  gradually  made  ever  fince  of  glebes  and  other 
lands,  by  the  confufion  of  times,  the  fraud  of  en- 
croaching 
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croaching  neighbours,  or  the  power  of  oppreflbrs 
too  great  to  be  encountered. 

About  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  many  popifh 
bifhops  of  this  kingdom,  knowing  they  muft  have 
been  foon  ejeded  if  they  would  not  change  their 
religion,  made  long  leafes  and  fee-farms  of  great 
part  of  their  lands,  referving  very  inconfiderable 
rents,  fometimes  only  a  chiefiry,  by  a  power  they 
aflumed  diredly  contrary  to  many  antient  canons, 
yet  confident  enough  with  the  common  law.  This 
trade  held  on  for  many  years  after  the  biihops 
became  proteftants ;  and  fome  of  their  names  are 
ftill  remembered  with  infamy,  on  account  erf"  en- 
riching their  families  by  fuch  facrilegious  alienations. 
By  thefe  means  epifcopal  revenues  were  fo  low  re- 
duced, that  three  or  four  fees  were  often  united  to 
make  a  tolerable  competency.  For  fome  remedy 
to  this  evil,  king  James  the  Firft,  by  a  bounty  that 
became  a  good  Chriftian  prince,  beftowed  feveral 
forfeited  lands  on  the  northern  bifhopricks  :  but  in 
all  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  the  church  conti- 
nued ftill  in  the  fame  diftreis  and  poverty  j  fome  of 
the  fees  hardly  pofleffing  enough  to  maintain  a 
country  vicar.  About  the  middle  of  king  Charks 
the  Firft's  reign,  the  legiflatufe  here  thought  fit  to 
put  a  flop  at  lead  to  any  farther  alienations  j  and 
fo  a  law  was  ena&ed,  prohibiting  all  bifhops,  and 
other  ecclefiaftical  corporations,  from  fetting  their 
lands  for  above  the  term  of  twenty-one  years  ;  ifee 
rent  referved  to  be  one  half  of  the  real  value  of 
lands  at  the  time  they  were  fet,  without  whickj 
dition  the  leafe  to  be  void. 
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Soon  after  the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  the 
Second,  the  parliament  taking  into  confideration 
the  miferable  eftate  of  the  church,  certain  lands,  by 
-way  of  augmentation,  were  granted  to  eight  bifhops 
in  the  a&  of  fettlement,  and  confirmed  in  the  aft 
of  explanation  ;  of  which  bounty,  as  I  remember, 
three  fees  were  in  a  great  meafure  defeated  ;  but  by 
what  accidents  it  is  not  here  of  any  importance 
to  relate. 

This  at  prefent  is  the  condition  of  the  church  in 
Ireland,  with  regard  to  epifcopal  revenues  :  which 
I  have  thus  briefly  (and  perhaps  imperfe&ly)  de- 
duced for  fome  information  to  thofe,  whofe  thoughts 
do  not  lead  them  to  fuch  confiderations. 

By  virtue  of  the  ftatute  already  mentioned,  under 
king  Charles  the  Firft,  limiting  ecclefiaftical  bodies 
to  the  term  of  twenty-one  years  under  the  referred 
rent  of  half  real  value,  the  bifliops  have  had  fome 
{hare  in  the  gradual  rife  of  lands,  without  which 
they  could  not  have  been  fupported  with  any  com- 
mon decency  that  might  become  their  ftation.  It 
is  above  eighty  years  fince  the  palling  of  that  a£ti 
the  fee  of  Meath,  one  of  the  beft  in  the  kingdom, 
was  then  worth  abput  400  /.  per  annum ;  the  poorer 
ones  in  the  fame  proportion.  If  this  were  their 
prefeht  condition,  I  cannot  conceive  how  they  would 
have  keen  able  to  pay  for  their  patents,  or  buy  their 
robes :  but  this  will  certainly  be  the  condition  of 
tlieir  fucceflbrs,  if  fuch  a  bill  fhould  pafs,  as  they 
Jay  is  now  intended,  which  I  will  fupppfe  j  and  of 
which  I  believe  many  perfons,  who  may  give  a 
vote  for  it,  are  not  awate. 

However, 
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However,  this  is  the  a&  which  is  now  attempted 
to  .be  repealed,  or  at  leaft  eluded ;  fome  are  for 
giving  bifhops  leave  to  let  feerfarms,  others  would 
allow  them  to  let  leafes  for  lives  j  and  the  moft  mo- 
derate would  repeal  that  claufe,  by  which  the 
bifhops  are  bound  to  let  their  lands  at  half 
value. 

The  reafons  for  the  rife  of  value  in  lands  are  of 
two  kinds.  Of  the  firft  kind,  are  long  peace  and 
fettlement  after  the  devaftations  of  war  j  plantations, 
improvements  of  bad  foil,  recovery  of  bogs  and 
marches,  advancement  of  trade  and  manufa&ures, 
increafe  of  inhabitants,  encouragement  qf  agricul-r 
ture,  and  the  like. 

JBut  there  13  another  reafon  for  the  rife  of  land, 
more  gradual,  conftant  and  certain ;  which  will 
have  its  effe&s  in  countries  that  are  very  far  from 
flourifibing  in  any  of  the  advantages  I  have  juft 
mentioned :  I  mean  the  perpetual  decreafe  in  the 
value  of  gold  and  filver.  I  fhall  difoourfe  upon  thefe 
two  diiferent  kinds,  with  a  view  towards  the  bill 
now  attempted. 

As  to  the  firft :  I  cannot  fee  how  this  kingdom 
is  at  any  height  of  improvement,  while  four  parts 
in  five  of  the  plantations  for  thirty  years  paft  have 
been  real  dif-improvements  ;  nine  in  ten  of  the 
quickfet-hedges  being  ruined  for  want  of  care  or 
fkill.  And  as  to  foreft  trees,  they  being  often 
taken  out  of  woods,  and  planted  in  fingle  rows  on 
the  tops  of  ditches,  it  is  impoflible  they  fhould  grow 
to  be  of  ufe,  beauty,  or  fhelter.  Neither  can  it 
be  faid,  that  the  foil  of  Ireland  is  improved  to  its 
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full  height,  while  fo  much  lies  all  winter  under 
water,  and  the  bogs  made  almoft  defperate  by  the 
ill  cutting  of  the  turf.  There  has  indeed  been 
fome  little  improvement  in  the  manufa&ures  of 
linen  and  woolen,  although  very  ihort  of  perfec- 
tion ;  but  our  trade  was  never  in  fo  low  a  condition: 
and  as  to  agriculture,  of  which  all  wife  nations 
have  been  fo  tender,  the  defolation  made  in  the 
country  by  engroffing  graziers,  and  the  great 
yearly  importation  of  corn  from  England,  are  la- 
mentable inftances  under  what  difcouragement  it 
lies. 

But,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  mortifications,  I 
fuppofe  there  is  no  well-wifher  to  his  country  with- 
out a  litde  hope,  that  in  time  the  kingdom  may 
be  on  a  better  foot  in  fome  of  the  articles  abovfe^ 
mentioned.  But  it  would  be  hard,  if  ecclefiaftical 
bodies  fhould  be  the  only  perfons  excluded  from 
any  (hare  in  public  advantages,  which  yet  can  ne- 
ver happen,  without  a  greater  fhare  of  profit  to  their 
tenants :  if  God  fends  rain  equally  upon  the  juft 
and  the  unjuft,  why  fhould  thofe  who  wait  at  his 
altars,  and  are  inftru&ers  of  the  people,  be  cut  off 
from  partaking  in  the  general  benefits  of  law  or  of 
nature  ? 

But,  as  this  way  of  reafoning  may  feem  to  bear 
a  more  favourable  eye  to  the  clergy,  than  perhaps 
will  fuit  with  the  prefent  difpofition  or  fafhion  of 
the  age ;  I  (hall  therefore  dwell  more  largely  upon 
the  fecond  reafon  for  the  rife  of  land,  which  is  the 
perpetual  decreafe  of  the  value  of  gold  and  filver. 
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This  may  be  obferved  from  the  courfe  of  th£ 
Roman  hiftory  above  two  thoufand  years  before 
thofe  inexhauftible  filver  mines  of  Potofi  were 
known.  The  value  of  an  obolus,  and  of  every 
other  coin  between  the  time  of  Romulus  and  that  of 
Auguftus,  gradually  funk  above  five  parts  in  fix* 
as  appears  by  feveral  paflages  out  of  the  beft  anthors. 
And  yet  the  prodigious  wealth  of  that  flate,  did  not 
arife  from  the  increafe  of  bullion  in  the  world  by 
the  difcovery  of  new  mines,  but  from  a  much  more 
accidental  caufe,  which  was  the  fpreading  of  their 
conqueft,  and  thereby  importing  into  Rome  and 
Italy,  the  riches  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft. 

When  the  feat  of  empire  was  removed  to  Con*» 
ftantinople,  the  tide  of  money  flowed  that  way 
without  ever  returning ;  and  was  fcattered  in  Afia. 
But  when  that  mighty  empire  was  overthrown  by 
the  northern  people,  fuch  a  flop  was  put  to  all  trade 
and  commerce,  that  vaft  fums  of  ipioney  were  bu- 
ried, to  efcape  die  plundering  of  the  conquerors ; 
and  what  remained  was  carried  off  by  thofe  ra- 
vagers. 

It  were  no  difficult  matter  to  compute  the  value  of 
money  in  England  during  the  Saxon  reigns ;  but 
the  monkifh  and  other  writers  fince  the  conqueft, 
have  put  that  matter  in  a  clearer  light*  by  the  fe- 
veral accounts  they  have  given  us  of  the  value  of 
corn  and  cattle,  in  years  x>f  dearth  and  plenty.  Every 
one  knows,  that  king  John's  whole  portion,  before 
he  came  to  the  crown,  was  but  five  thoufand  pounds, 
without  a  foot  of  land. 

6  I  have 
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I  have  likcwife  feen  the  fteward's  accounts  of  an 
ancient  noble  family  in  England,  written  in  Latitf 
between  three  and  four  hundred  years  ago,  with 
the  feveral  prices  of  wine  and  vi&uals,  to  confirm? 
my  obfervations, 

I  have  been  at  the  trouble  of  computing  (as 
others  have  done)  the  different  values  of  money  fo* 
about  four  hundred  years  paft.  Henry  duke  oS 
Lancafter,  who  lived  about  that  period,  founded 
an  hofpital  at  Leicefter  for  a  certain  number  of  old 
men,  charging  his  lands  with  a  groat  a  week  to 
each  for  their  maintenance,  which  is  to  this  day 
duly  paid  them.  In  thofe  times,  a  penny  was 
equal  to  ten  pence  half-penny  and  fomewhat  more 
than  half  a  farthing  in  our? ;  which  makes  about 
eight  ninths  difference. 

This  is  plain  alfo  from  the  old  cuftom  upon  ma- 
ny eftates  in  England  to  let  for  leafes  of  lives  (re- 
newable at  ple^fiire)  where  the  referved  rent  is 
ufually  about  twelve  pence  a  pound,  which  then 
was  near  the  half  real  value :  and  although  the 
fines  be  not  fixed,  yet  the  landlord  gets  altogether 
not  above  three  fhillings  in  the  pound  of  the  worth 
of  his  land:  and  the  tenants  are  fo  wedded  to  this 
cuftom,  that  if  the  owner  fuffer  three  lives  to  ex- 
pire, none  of  them  will  take  a  Ieafe  on  pther  con- 
ditions ;  or  if  he  brings  in  a  foreigner  whp  will 
agree  to  pay  a  reafonable  rent,  the  other  tenants, 
by  all  manner  of  injuries,  will  make  that  foreigner 
£0  uneafy,  that  he  muft  be  forced  to  quit  the  farm  ; 
as  the  late  earl  of  Bath  felt  by  the  experience  of 
above  ten  thoufand  pounds  lois, 
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The   gradual  decreafe  for  about  two  hundred 
years  after,  was  not  confiderable,  and  therefore  I 
do  not  rely  on  the  account  given  by  fome  hiftori- 
ans,    that  Harry    the   Seventh   left  behind    him 
eighteen  hundred  thoufand  pounds ;  for  although 
the  Weft-Indies  were  difcovered  before  his  death, 
and  although  he  had  the  bed  talents  and  inftru- 
ments  for  exacting  money,  ever  poffeffed  by  any 
prince  fince   the  time    df  Vefpafian  (whom   he 
refembled  in  many  particulars)    yet  I  conceive, 
that  in  his  days  the  whole  coin  of  England  could 
hardly  amount  to  fuch  a  fum.     For  in  the  reign  of 
Philip  and  Mary,  Sir  ■■        Cockain  of  Derbyfhirc, 
the  beft  houfe-keeper  of  his  quality  in  the  county  f 
allowed  his  lady  fifty  pounds  a  year  for  maintain- 
ing the  family,  one  pound  a  year  wages  to  each 
fervant,  and  two  pounds  to  the  fteward ;  as  I  was 
told  by  a  perfon  of  quality,  who  had  feen  the  ori- 
ginal account  of  his  (economy.     Now  this  fum  of 
fifty  pounds,  added  to  the  advantages  of  a  large 
domain,  might   be   equal  to  about  five  hundred 
pounds  a  year  at  prefent,  or  fomewhat  more  than 
four  fifths. 

The  great  plenty  of  filver  in  England  began  in 
queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  when  Drake  and  others 
took  vaft  quantities  of  coin  and  bullion  from  the 
Spaniards,  either  upon  their  own  American  coafts, 
or  in  their  return  to  Spain.  However,  fo  much 
has  been  imported  annually  from  that  time  to  this, 
that  the  value  of  money  in  England,  and  tnoft 
parts  of  Europe,  is  funk  above  one  half  within  the 
fpace  of  a  hundred  years,  notwithftanding  the  great 
export  of  filver  for  about  eighty  years  paft  to  the 
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Eaft-Indies,  from  whetice  it  never  returns.  But 
gold  not  being  liable  to  the  fame  accidetot,  and  by- 
hew  difcoveries  growing  every  day  morp  plentiful, 
feems  in  danger  of  becoming  a  drug* 

This  has  been  the  progrefe  of  the  value  of  mo- 
ney in  former  ages5  and  muft  of  neceflity  continue 
fo  for  the  future,  without  fome  new  invafion  of 
Goths  and  Vandals,  to  deftroy  law,  property  and 
religion,  alter  the  very  face  of  nature,  and  turn 
the  world  upfide  down. 

I  muft  repeat,  that  what  I  am  to  fay  upon  the 
fubjeft  is  intended  only  for  the  convi&ion  of  thofe 
among  our  o*rn  party,  who  are  true  lovers  of  the 
church,  and  would  be  glad  it  fhould  continue,  in 
a  tolerablfc  degree  of  profperity*  to  the  end  of  the 
World* 

The  church  is  fuppofed  to  laft  for  ever,  both  in 
its  difcipline  and  do&rine  j  which  is  a  privilege 
common  to  every  petty  torporation,  who  muft 
likewife  obferve  the  laws  of  their  foundation.  If  a 
gentleman's  eftate,  which  now  yields  him  a  thou- 
fend  pounds  a  year,  had  been  fet  for  ever  at  the 
higheft  value,  even  in  the  flouriflring  days  of  king 
Charles  the  Second,  would  it  now  amount  to  above 
four  or  five  hundred  at  moft  ?  What  if  this  had 
happened  two  or  three  hundred  years  ago ;  would 
the  referved  rent  at  this  day  be  any  more  than  a 
jGmall  chiefry  ?  Suppofe  the  revenues  of  a  bifhop 
to  have  been  under  the  lame  ckcumftances ;  could 
he  now  be  able  to  perform  works  of  hofpitality  and 
charity  ?  Thus,  if  the  revenues  of  a  bifhop  be  limit- 
ed to  a  thoufand  pounds  a  year ;  how  will  his  fuc- 
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ceflbr  be  in  a  condition  to  fupport  his  ftation  with 
decency,  when  the  fame  denomination  of  money 
ihall  not  anfwer  a  half,  a  quarter,  or  an  eighth 
part  of  the  fum  ?  which  muft  unavoidably  be  the 
confequence  of  any  bill  to  elude  the  limiting  aft, 
whereby  the  church  was  preferved  from  utter 
ruin. 

The  fame  reafon  holds  good  in  all  corporations 
whatfoever ;  who  cannot  follow  a  more  pernicious 
pra&ice  than  that  of  granting  perpetuities,  for 
which  many  of  them  fmart  to  this  day  ;  although 
the  leaders  among  them  are  often  fo  ftupid  as  not 
to  perceive  it,  or  fometimes  fo  knavifh  as  to  find 
their  private  account  in  cheating  the  community. 

Several  colleges  in  Oxford  were  aware  of  this 
growing  evil  about  a  hundred  years  ago  ;  and  in- 
ftead  of  limiting  their  rents  to  a  certain  fum  of 
money,  prevailed  with  their  tenants  to  pay  the  price 
of  fo  many  barrels  of  corn,  to  be  valued  as  the  mar- 
ket went  at  two  feafons  (as  I  remember)  in  the  year. 
For  a  barrel  of  corn  is  of  a  real  intrinfic  value, 
which  gold  and  filver  are  not :  and  by  this  inven- 
tion, thefe  colleges  have  preferved  a  tolerable  fub- 
fiftence  for  their  fellows  and  ftudents  to  this  day. 

The  prefent  bifhops  will  indeed  be  no  fufierers 
by  fuch  a  bill ;  becaufe,  their  ages  confidered,  they 
cannot  expe£t  to  fee  any  great  decreafe  in  the  value 
of  money ;  or  at  worft  they  can  make  it  up  in  the 
fines,  which  will  probably  be  greater  than  ufual 
upon  the  change  of  leafes  into  fee-farms  or  lives ; 
or  without  the  power  of  obliging  their  tenants  to  a 
real  half  value.      And,   as  I  cannot  well  blame 
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them  for  taking  fuch  advantages  (confidering  the 
nature  of  human  kind)  when  the  queftion  is  only, 
whether  the  money  fliall  be  put  into  their  own 
or  another  man's  pocket ;  fo  they  will  never  be  ex- 
cufable  before  God  or  man,  if  they  do  not  to  their 
death  oppofe,  declare,  and  proteft  againft  any  fuch 
bill,  as  inuft  in  its  confequences  complete  the  ruin 
of  the  church,  and  of  their  own  order  in  this 
kingdom. 

If  the  fortune  of  a  private  petfon  be  diminifhed 
by  the  weaknefs,  or  inadvertency  of  his  ancefiors, 
in  letting  leafes  for  ever  at  iow  rents,  the  world 
lies  open  to  his  induftry  for  purchasing  more :  but 
the  church  is  barred  by  a  dead  hand  ;  or,  if  it  were 
otherwife,  yet  the  cuftom  of  making  bequefts  to 
It  has  been  out  of  pra&ice  for  almoft  two  hundred 
years,  and  a  great  deal  diredtly  cbntrary  has  befcn 
its  fortune.  **- 

I  have  been  affured  by  a  perfdn  of  fome  confe- 
quence,  to  whom  I  am  likewife  obliged  for  the 
account  of  fome  other  fa£ts  already  related,  that  the 
late  *  bifhop  of  Salisbury  (the  greateft  Whig  of 
that  bench  in  his  days)  confefled  to  him,  that  the 
liberty  which  bifhops  in  England  have  of  letting 
leafes  for  lives,  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  one  day 
the  ruin  of  epifcopacy  there;  and  thought  the 
church  in  this  kingdom  happy  by  the  limitation- 
adt 

And  have  we  not  already  found  the  effe&  of  this 
different  proceeding  in  both  kingdoms  ?  have  not 

•  Dr.  Burnet. 
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two  Englifli  prelates  quitted  their  peerage  and  feate 
in  parliament,  in  a  nation  of*  freedom,  for  the  fake 
of  a  more  ample  revenue  even  in  this  unhappy 
kingdom,  rather  than  lie  under  the  mortification 
of  living  below  their  dignity  at  home  ?   for  which 
however  they  cannot  be  juftly  cenfured*     I  know 
indeed  fome  pcrfons,  who  offer  as  an  argument  for 
repealing  the  limiting-bill,  that  it  may  in  future 
ages  prevent  the  pradtice  of  providing  this  king- 
dom with  bifhops  from  England,  when  the  onlv 
temptation  will  be  removed.      And  they  allege, 
that  as  things  have  gone  for  fome  years  paft,  gen- 
tlemen will  grow  difcouraged  from  fending  their 
fons  to  their  univedity,  and  from  fuffe^pg  them 
to  enter  into  holy  orders,  when  they  are  likely  to 
languifh  under  a  curacy  or  fmall  vicarage  to  the 
end  of  their  lives  :  but  this  is  all  a  vain  imagination  $ 
for  the  decreafe  in  the  value  of  money  will  equally 
afiedfc  both  kingdoms :  and  befides,  when  bifliop- 
ricks  herfc  grow  too  fmall  to  invite  over  men  of 
credit  and  confequencd i  they  will  be  left  more  fully 
to  the  difpofal  of  a  chief  governor,  who  can  never 
fail  of  fome  worthleft  illiterate  chaplain,  fond  of  a 
title  and  precedence.     Thus  will  that  whole  bench, 
in  an  age  or  two,  be  compofed  of  mean,  ignorant, 
fawning  gownmen,  humble  fuppliants  and  depend- 
ants upon  the  court  for  a  morfel  of  bread,  and 
^    ready  to  ferve  every  turn  that  (hall  be  demanded 
from  them,  in  hopes  of  getting  fome  commendom 
tacked  to  their  fees ;  which  muft  then  be  the  trade* 
as  it  is  now  too  much  in  England,  to  the  great 

difcouragement 
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cSfcouragement  of  the  inferior  clergy.     Neither  is 
that  practice  without  example  among  us. 

It  is  now  about  eighty-five  years  fince  the  paf* 
ling  of  that  limiting-a£t,  an4  there  is  but  one  in- 
ftance  in  the  memory  of  man,  of  a  bifhop's  leafe 
broken   upon  the  plea    of   not  being  ftatutable; 
which,  in  every  body's  opinion^  could  have  been 
loft  by  no  other  perfon  than"*  he  who  was  then  te- 
nant, and  happened  to  be  very  ungracious  in  his 
county.     In  the  prefent  bifhop  of  Meath's  cafef 
jhat  pica  did  not  avail,  although  tfye  leafe  f  were 
jiotorioufly  unftatutable;  the  reijt  referved  being, 
as  I  have  been  told,  not  a  feventh  part  of  the  real 
jralue  ;  yet  the  jury,  upon  their  oaths,  very  gravely 
found  i&be  according  to  the  ftatute;  and  one  of 
them  was  heard  to  fay,  that  he  would  eat  his  fhoes 
before  he  would  give  a  verdi£t  for  the  bifhop.    A 
very  few  more  have  mack  the  fame  attempt  with  as 
little  fuccefs.     Every  bifhop,  and  other  ecclefiaftical 
body,  reckon  forty  pounds  in  a  hundred  to  be  a 
reafonable  half  value ;  or  if  it  be  only  a  third  part* 
it  feldom  or  never  breeds  any  difference  between 
landlord  and  tenant.     But  when  the  rent  is  from 
five  to  nine  or  ten  parts  lefs  thai*  die  worth,   the 
bifhop,  if  he  confults  the  good  of  his  fee,  will  be 
apt  to  expoftulate ;  and  the  tenant,  if  he  be  an  ho* 
neft  man,  will  have  fome  regard  to  the  reafonable- 
pefs  and  juftice  of  the  demand,  fo  as  to  yield  to  a 

•  This  fhould  -be,  him9  not  be ;  which  will  be  immediately  ma- 
pifeft  by  reflating  the  prepoJition  here  omitted ;  as  thus—*  could 
jhave  been  loft  by  no  other  perfon  than  by  kirn  who  was,  &c.' 

f  This  ihould  be— although  the  leafe  w<w— not  were. 

U  3  moderate 

v 


*94        ARGUMENTS  AGAINST 

moderate  advancement,  rather  than  engage  in  a 
fuit,  where  law  and  equity  are  dire&ly  againft 
him.  By  thefe  means  the  bifhops  have  been  fq 
true  to  their  trufts,  as  to  procure  fome  fmall  fliare 
in  the  adyancejnent  cf  rents ;  although  It  be  noto- 
rious that  they  do  not  receive  the  third  penny  (fines 
included)  of  the  real  value  of  their  lands  through- 
out the  kingdom. 

I  was  never  able  to  imagine  what  inconvenience 
could  accrue  to  the  publick,  by  one  or  two  thou- 
fand  pounds  a  year  in  the  hands  of  a  proteftant 
bifliop,  any  more  than  of  a  lay  perfon.     The  for- 
mer, generally  fpeaking,  lives  as  pioufly  and  hos- 
pitably as  the  other;  pays  his  debts  as  #honeftly, 
and    fpends    as    much    of   his    revenue  *  among 
his    tenants :    befides,    if  they  be  his   immediate 
tenants,  you  may  diftinguifh  theip.  at  firft   fight 
by  their  habits  and  horfes ;  or,  if  you  go  to  their 
houfes,    by    their    comfortable    way    of    living. 
But  the  misfortune  is,  that  flich  immediate  tenants, 
generally  fpeaking,  have  others  under  them,  and 
lb  a  third  and  fourth  in  fubordination,  till  it  comes 
to»the  welder  (as  they  call  him)  who  fits  at  a  rack- 
rent,  and  lives  as  miferably  as  an  Irifh  farmer  upon 
a  new  leafe  from  a  lay  landlord.     But,  fuppofe  a 
bifliop  happens  to  be  avaricious  (as  being  compofed 
of  the  fame  fluff  with  other  men)  the  confequence 
to  the  publick  is  no  worfe  than  if  he  were  a  fquire ; 
for  he  leaves  his  fortune  to  his  fon,  or  near  rela- 
tion, who,  if  he  be  rich  enough,  will  never  think 
of  entering  into  the  church. 
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And  as  there  can  be  no  difadvantage  to  the  pub- 
lick  5ji  a  proteftant  country,  that  a  man  fhould  hold 
Jands  as  a  bifhop,  any  more  than  if  he  were  a  tem- 
poral perfon ;  fo  it  is  of  great  advantage  to  the 
community,  where  a  bifhop  lives  as  he  ought  to 
do.  He  is  bound  in  confcience  to  refide  in  his 
diocefe,  and  by  a  folemn  promife  to  keep  hofpita- 
lity  ;  his  eftate  is  fpent  in  the  kingdom,  not  re- 
mitted to  England  ;  h»  keeps  the  clergy  to  their 
duty,  and  is  an  example  of  virtue  both  to  them  and 
the  people.  Suppofe  him  an  ill  man  ;  yet  his  very 
chara&er  will  withhold  him  from  any  great  or 
open  exorbitancies.  But  in  fad  it  muft  be  allowed, 
that  fome  bifhops  of  this  kingdom,  within  twenty 
years  pall,  have  done  very  fignal  and  lading  a£ts 
of  public  charity ;  great  inftances  whereof  are  the 
4ate  *  and  prefent  -f  primate,  and  the  lord  X  arch- 
bifhop  of  Dublin  that  now  is,  who  has  left  memo- 
rials of  his  bounty  in  many  parts  of  his  province, 
I  might  add  the  bifhop  of  §  Raphoe,  and  feveral 
others :  not  forgetting  the  late  dean  of  Down,  Dr. 
Pratt,  who  heftowed  one  thoufand  pounds  upon  the 
univerfity  ;  which  foundation,  (that  I  may  obferve 
by  the  way)  if  the  bill  propofed  fhould  pafs,  would 
be  in  the  fame  circumftances  with  the  bifhops,  nor 
ever  able  again  to  advance  th£  ftipexids  of  the  fel- 
lows and  ftudents,  as  lately  they  found  it  neceflary 
ito  do ;  the  determinate  fum  appointed  by  the  fta- 
tutes  for  commons,  being  not  half  fufficient,  by  the 
£all  of  money,  to  afford  necefTary  fuftenance.     But 

.*  Dr.  Marfh.      f  Dr.  iandfay.      J  Dr.  King.    §  Dr.  Fofter. 

U  4  the 


Digitized 


by  Google 


tg6         ARGUMENTS  AGAINST 

the  pafling  of  fuch  a  bill  muft  put  an  end  to  all  eo* 
clefiaftical  beneficence  for  the  time  to  come ;  and 
whether  this  will  be  fqpplied  by  thofe  who  are  t6 
reap  the  benefit,  better  than  it  has  been  done  by 
the  grantees  of  impropriate  tithes,  who  received 
them  upon  the  old  church  conditions  of  keeping 
hpfpitality,  it  will  be  eafy  to  cohjeSure. 

To  allege,  that  pafling  fuch  a  bill  would  be  a 
good  encouragement  to  improve  bifliops  lands,  is  a 
great  error.     Is  it  not  the  general  method  of  land- 
lords to  wait  the  expiration  of  a  leafe,  and  then 
pant  their  lands  to  the  higheft  bidder  ?  and  what 
Ihould  hinder  the  fame  courfe  to  be  taken  in  church 
leafes,  when  the  limitation  is  removed  of  paying 
Jialf  the  teal  value  tq  the  bifhop  ?  In  riding  through 
the  country,  how  few  improvements  do  we  fee 
upon  the  eftates  of  laymen,  farther  than  about  thei* 
own  domains"?  To  fay  the  truth,  it  is  a  great  mis- 
fortune, as  well  to  the  publick,  as  to  the  bifliops 
themfelves,   that  their  lands  are  generally  let  to 
lords  and  great  fquires,  who,  in  reafon,  were  never 
defigned  to  be  tenants  j  and  therefore  may  natu- 
rally murmur  af  the  payment  of  rent,  as  a  fubfer-* 
Viency  they  were  not  born  to.     If  the  tenants  to 
The  church  were  honeft  farmers,  they  would  pay 
their  fines  and  rents  with  cheerfulnefs,  improve 
their  lands,  and  thank  God  they  wete  to  give  but 
a  moderate  half  value  for  what  they  held.     I  have 
heard  a  man  of  a  thoufand  pounds  a  year  talk  with 
great  contempt  of  bifhops  leafes,  as  being  on  a  worfe 
foot  than  the  reft  of  his  eftate ;  and  he  had  cer-r 
tajnly  reafon:  my  anftyer  was^   that  fuch   leafes 

VCrq 


THE  POWER  OF  BISHOPS.       s9j 

were  originally  intended  only  for  the  benefit  qf  in-» 
duftrious  hulbandmen,  who  would  think  it  a  great 
blefling  to  be  fo  provided  for,  inftead  of  having 
their  farms  fcrewed  up  to  the  height,  not  eating  one 
comfortable  meal  in  a  year,  nor  able  to  find  (hoes 
for  their  children. 

I  know  not  any  advantage  that  can  accrue  by 
fuch  a  biilf  except  the  preventing  of  perjury  in 
jurymen,  and  falfe  dealing  in  tenants  j  which  is  a 
remedy  like  that  of  giving  my  money  to  a  high- 
wayman, before  he  attempts  to  take  it  by  force } 
and  fo  I  lhall  be  fure  to  prevent  the  fin  of  robbery* 

I  had  *  wrote  thus  far,  and  thought  to  have 
made  an  end  j  when  a  bookfeller  fent  me  a  fmall 
pamphlet,  intituled,  The  cafe  of  the  Imty^  with 
fame  queries ;  full  of  the  ftrongeft  malice  againft  th$ 
clergy,  that  I  have  any  where  met  with  fince  the 
reign  of  Toland,  and  others  of  that  tribe.  Thefe 
kinds  of  advocates  do  infinite  mifchief  to  our 
good  Cause,  by  giving  grounds  to  theunjuft  re- 
proaches of  Tories  and  Jacobites,  who  charge 
us  with  being  enemies  tQ  the  church.  If  I  bear  a 
hearty  unfeigned  loyalty  to  his  majefty  king  George, 
and  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  not  fhaken  in  the  leaft 
by  the  hardfhips  we  lie  under,  which  never  can  be 
imputable  to  fo  gracious  a  prince;  if  I  fincerely 
abjure  the  Pretender,  and  all  Popifli  Succeflbrs  ;  if 
I  bear  a  due  veneration  to  die  glorious  memory  of 
the  late  king  William,  who  preferved  thefe  king- 
(loftis  from  Popery  and  Slavery,  with  the  expence 

t  Jhu  (Mid  be,  wr//W,  the  partic.  not  thppiet.  wrou. 
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of  his  blood,  and  hazard  of  his  life  ;  and  laftly,  if 
I  am  for  a  proper  indulgence  to.  all  diffenters,  I 
think  nothing  more  can  be  reafonably  demanded 
of  me  as  a  Whig,  and  that  my  political  catechifm 
is  full  and  complete.  But  whoever,  under  the 
Ihelter  of  that  party  denomination,  and  of  many 
great  profeffions  of  loyalty,  would  deftroy,  or  un- 
dermine, pv  injure  the  Church  eftablifhed ;  I  ut- 
terly difown  him,  and  think  he  ought  to  chafe 
another  name  of  diftin&ion  for  himfelf  and  his  ad* 
Jherents.  I  came  into  the  caufe  upon  other  prin- 
ciples, which  by  the  grace  of  God  I  mean  to  pre-r 
ferve  as  long  as  I  live.  Shall  we  juftify  the  accu- 
sations of  our  adverfaries  ?  Hoc  Itbacus  velit. 

The  Tories  and  Jacobites  will  behold  us,  with  a 
malicious  pleafure,  determined  upon  the  ruin  of 
our  friends.  For  is  not  the  prefent  fet  of  bifhops 
almoft  entirely  of  that  number,  as  well  as  a  great 
majority  of  the  principal  clergy  ?  And  a  fhort  time 
will  reduce  the  whole  by  vacancies  upon  death. 

An  impartial  reader,  if  he  pleafes  to  examine 
what  I  have  already  faid,  will  eafily  anfwer  the 
Jbold  queries  in  the  pamphlet  I  mentioned  ;  he  will 
be  convinced,  that  the  reafon  ftill  ftrongly  exifts, 
for  which  that  limiting  law  was  ena&ed.  A  rea- 
fcnable  man  will  wonder,  where  c^n  \>e  the  infuf> 
fcrable  grievance,  that  an  eccleilaftical  landlord 
fliould  expert  a 'moderate  or  a  third  part  value  in 
rent  for  his  lands,  when  his  title  is  at  lead  as  an-r 
cient  and  as  legal  as  that  of  a  layman  ;  who  is  yet 
but;  feldom  guilty  of  giving  fuch  beneficial  bargains. 
Has  the  nation  been  thrown  intp  confufjon  i  and 
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Jiave  many  poor  families  been  ruined  by  rack-rents 
paid  for  the  lands  of  the  church  ?  does  the  nation 
cry  out  to  have  a  law  that  muft  in  time  fend  their 
bifhops  a  begging  ?  But,  God  be  thanked,  the  cla- 
mours of  enemies  to  the  church  is  not  yet  the  cry, 
and  I  hope  will  never  prove  the  voice,  of  the  na- 
tion. The  clergy,  I  conceive,  will  hardly  allow 
that  the  people  maintain  them,  any  more  than  in 
the  fenfe  that  all  landlords  whatfoever  are  main- 
tained by  the  people.  Such  aflertions  as  thefe,  and 
the  infmuations  they  carry  along  with  them,  pro- 
ceed from  principles  which  cannot  be  avowed  by 
thofe  who  are  for  preferring  the  happy  conftitution 
in  church  and  ftate.  Whoever  were  the  propofers 
of  fuch  queries,  it  might  have  provoked  a  bold 
writer  to  retaliate,  perhaps  with  more  juftice  than 
prudence,  by  fhewing  at  whofe  door  the  grievance 
lies,  and  that  the  bifhops  at  leaft  are  not  to  anfwer 
for  the  poverty  of  tenants. 

To  gratify  this  great  reformer,  who  enlarges  the 
epifcopal  rent-roll  almoft  one  half,  let  me  fuppofe 
that  all  the  church-lands  in  the  kingdom  were  thrown 
up  to  the  laity  ;  would  the  tenants  in  fuch  a  cafe  fit 
eafier  in  their  rents  than  they  do  now  ?  or,  would  the 
money  be  equally  fpent  in  the  kingdom  ?  No ;  the 
farmer  would  be  fcrewed  up  to  the  utmoft  penny 
by  the  agents  and  ftewards  of  abfentees,  and  the 
revenues  employed  in  making  a  figure  at  London ; 
to  which  city  a  full  third  part  of  the  whole  income 
of  Ireland  is  annually  returned,  to  anfwer  that 
fingle  article  of  maintenance  for  Irifh  landlords. 

Another 
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Another  of  his  quarrels  is  againft  pluralities  and 
non-refidence ;  as  to  the  former,  it  is  a  Word  of  ill 
name,  but  not  well  underftood.  The  clergy  having 
been  ftripped  of  the  greateft  part  of  their  revenues, 
the  glebes  being  generally  loft,  the  tithes  in  the 
hands  of  laymen,  the  churches  demolifhed,  and 
the  country  depopulated  j  in  order  to  preferve  a 
face  of  chriftiajiity,  it  was  neceffary  to  unite  fmall 
vicarages  fufficient  to  make  a  tolerable  maintenance 
for  a  minifter.  The  profit  of  ten  or  a  dozen  of 
thefe  unions  feldom  amounts  to  above  eighty  or  a 
hundred  pounds  a  year.  If  there  be  a  very  few 
dignitaries,  whofe  preferments  are  perhaps  more 
liable  to  this  accufation,  it  is  to  be  fuppofcd,  they 
may  be  favourites  of  the  time ;  or  perfcns  of  fupe- 
rior  merit,  for  whom  there  has  ever  been  fome  in«? 
dulgence  in  all  governments. 

As  to  non-refidence,  I  believe  there  is  no  chris- 
tian country  upon  earth,  where  the  clergy  have  left 
to  anfwer  for  upon  that  article.  I  am  confident 
there  are  not  ten  clergymen  in  the  kingdom,  who, 
properly  fpeaking,  can  be  termed  non-refidents ; 
for  furely  we  are  not  to  reckon  in  that  numbeft 
thofe,  who  for  want  of  glebes  are  forced  to  retire 
to  the  neareft  neighbouring  village  for  a  cabbin  to 
ptjt  their  heads  in ;  the  leading  man  of  the  parifb, 
when  he  makes  the  greateft  clamour,  being  Ieaft 
difpofed  to  accommodate  the  minifter  with  an  acre 
of  ground.  And  indeed,  confidering  the  difficul- 
ties the  clergy  lie  under  upon  this  head,  it  bm 
been  frequent  matter  of  wonder  to  me,  how  they 
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are  able  to  perform  that  part  of  their  duty,  fo  well 
as  they  do. 

There  is  a  *  noble  aitthor,  who  has  lately  ad-* 
drefled  to  the  houfe  of  Commons  an  excellent  dif- 
courfe  for  the  encouragemeilt  of  agriculture*  full 
of  moil  ufeful  hints,  which  I  hope  that  honourable 
aflembly  will  confider  as  they  deferve.  1  am  no 
ftranger  to  his  lordfhip ;  and,  excepting  in  what 
relates  to  the  church,  there  are  fdw  perfons  with 
whofe  opinions  I  am  better  pleafed  to  agree ;  and 
am  therefore  grieved  when  I  find  him  charging  the 
inconveniences  in  the  payment  of  tithes  upon  the 
clergy  and  their  proctors.  His  lordfhip  is  above 
confidering  a  very  known  and  vulgar  truth,  that 
the  meaneft  farmer  has  all  manner  of  advantages 
againft  the  moft  powerful  clergyman,  by  whom  it 
is  impoffible  he  can  be  wronged,  ^although  the  mi- 
nifter  were  ever  fo  ill  difpofed ;  the  whole  fyftem 
ofteizing,  perplexing,  and  defrauding  the  prodor, 
or  his  mafter,  being  as  well  known  to  every  plow- 
man, as  the  reaping  or  fowing  of  his  corn,  and 
much  more  artfully  pra&ifed.  Befides,  the  lead- 
ing man  in  the  parifh  muft  have  his  tithes  at  his 
own  rate,  which  is  hardly  ever  above  one  quarter 
of  the  value.  And  I  have  heard  it  computed  by 
many  fkitftil  obfervers,  whofe  intereft  was  not  con- 
cerned, that  the  clergy  did  not  receive,  throughout 
the  kingdom,  one  half  of  what  the  laws  have  made 
their  due. 

As  to  his  lordfhip's  difcontent  againft  the  bifhops- 
court,  I  fhall  not  interpofe  farther  than  in  venturing 
•  The  late  Lord  Molefworth. 
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my  private  opinion,  that  the  clergy  would  be  very 
glad  to  recover  their  juft  dues,  by  a  more  fhort^ 
decifive^  and  compulfive  method;  than  fuch  a 
cramped  and  limited  jurifdi&ion  will  allow. 

His  lordfhip  is  not  the  only  perfon,  difpofed  to 
give  the  clergy  the  honour  of  being  the  fole  en- 
couragers  of  all  new  improvements^  If  hops, 
hemp,  flax,  and  twenty  things  more  arc  to  be 
planted,  the  clergy -alone  muft  reward  the  iadu£* 
trious  farmer  by  abatement  of  the  tithe.  What  if 
the  owner  of  riine  parts  in  ten,  would  pleale  to 
abate  proportionably  in  his  rent  for  every  acre  thus 
improved  ?  Would  not  a  man  juft  dropt  from  the 
clouds,  upon  a  full  hearing,  judge  the  Remand  to 
be  at  leaft  as  reafonable  ? 

I  believe  no  man  will  difpute  his  lordfhip's  title 
to  his  eflate;  nor  will  I  the  jus  divinum  of  tithes, 
which  he  mentions  with  fome  emotion.  I  fuppofe 
the  affirmative  would  be  of  little  advantage  to  the 
clergy,  for  the  fame  reafon,  that  a  maxim  in  law 
has  more  weight  in  the  world  than  an  article  of 
faith.  And  yec  I  think  there  may  be  fuch  a  thing 
as  facrilege  ;  becaufe  it  is  frequently  mentioned  by 
Greek  and  Roman  authors,  as  well  as  defcribed  in 
holy  writ.  This  I  am  fure  of;  that  his  lordfhip 
would  at  any  time  excufe  a  Parliament,  for  not 
concerning  itfelf  in  his  properties,  without  his  own 
confent. 

The  obfervations  I  have  made  upon  his  lordfhip's 
difcourfe,  have  not,  I  confefs,  bfeen  altogether 
proper  to  my  fubjeft :  however,  fince  he  has  been 
Dleafed  therein  to  offer  fome  propofals  to  the  Hoofe 
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of  Commons  with  relation  to  the  clergy,  I  hope  he 
will  excufe  me  for  differing  from  him ;  which  pro-1* 
ceeds  from  his  own  principle,  the  defire  of  defend- 
ing liberty  and  property,  that  he  has  fo  ftrenuoufly 
and  conftantly  maintained. 

But  the  other  writer,  openly  declares  for  a  law 
impowering  the  bifhops  to  fet  fee-farms  ;  and  fays, 
"  Whoever  intimates,  that  they  will  deny  their 
46  confent  to  fuch  a  reafonable  law,  which  the 
iC  whole  nation  cries  for,  are  enemies  to  them  and 
"  the  church."  Whether  this  be  his  real  opinion, 
or  only  a  ftrain  of  mirth  and  irony,  the  matter  is 
not .  much.  However,  my  fentiments  are  fo  di- 
re£Uy  contrary  to  his,  that  I  think,  whoever  im- 
partially reads  and  confiders  what  I  have  written 
upon  this  argument,  has  either  no  regard  for  the 
church  eftatyifhed  under  the  hierarchy  of  bifhops, 
or  will  never  confent  to  any  law,  that  fhall  repeal 
or  elude  the  limiting  claufe  relating  to  the  real  half 
value,  contained  in  the  a£t  of  parliament  dccim* 
Carolu  For  the  prefervation  of  the  inheritance, 
rights,  and  profits  of  lands  belonging  to  the  church 
and  perfons  ecclefiaftical ;  which  was  grounded 
upon  reafons,  that  do  ftill,  and  muft  for  ever  fuh- 
fift. 
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Presbyterians 
plea    of    merit 

IN    ORDER   TO   TAKE    OFF 

T   H    E.   T    E    S   T 

IMPARTIALLY    EXAMINED. 

Written  in  the  Year1  1731. 

W£  have  been  told,  in  die  common  newf- 
papers,  that  all  attempts  are  to  be  made 
this  feffion  by  the  prefbyterians,  and  their  abettors, 
for  taking  off  the  te(| ;  as  a  kind  of  preparatory  ftep 
to  make  it  go  down  fmoother  in  England.  For, 
if  once  their  light  would  fo  fhine,  the  papifts,  de- 
lighted with  the  blaze,  would  all  come  in  and  dance 
about  it.  This  I  take  to  be  a  prudent  method ; 
like  that,  of  a  difcreet  phyfician,  who  firft  gives  a 
new  medicine  to  a  dog,  before  he  prefcribes  it  to 
a  human  creature. 

The  prefbyterians  have,  ever  fince  the  Revolu- 
lution,    directed  their  learned  cafuifts  to  emploj 
their  pens  on  this  fubjeft,  by  fhewing  their  merit! 
and  pretenfions,  upon  which  they  claim  this  j 
tice,  as  founded  upon  the  fervices  they  did  towan 
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the  reftoration  of  king  Charles  the  Tecond,  and  at 
the  Revolution  under  the  prince  of  Orange.  Which 
pleas,  I  take  to  be  the  moft  fmgular  in  their  kind/ 
that  ever  were  offered  in  the  face  of  the  fun,  againft 
the  moft  glaring  lights  of  truth,  and  againft  a  con- 
tinuation of  public  fa£ts,  known  to  all  Europe,  for 
twenty  years  together.  I  fhall  therefore  impar- 
tially examine  the  merits  and  conduct  of  the  pref- 
byterians,  upon  thofe  two  great  events;  and  the 
prttenfions  to  favour,  which  they  challenge  upon 
t&enu 

Soon  after  the  reformation  of  the  church  in  Eng- 
land, under  Edward  the  fixth,  upon  Queen  Mary's 
fucceeding  to  the  crown  (who  reftored  popery) 
many  proteftants  fled  out  of  England,  to  efcape 
the  perfecution  raifed  againft  the  church,  as  her 
brother  had  left  it  eftablifhed.     Some  of  thefe  exiles 
went  to  Geneva  ;  which  city  had  received  the  doc- 
trine of  Calvin,  and  reje&ed  the  government  of 
bifhops ;    with   many  other  refinements.      Thefe 
Englifh  exiles  readily  embraced  the  Geneva  fyftem  • 
and  having  added  farther  improvements  of  their 
own,  upon  queen  Mary's  death  returned  to  Eng- 
land j  where  they  preached  up  their  own  opinions, 
inveighing  bitterly  againft  epifcopacy,  and  all  rites 
and  ceremonies,  however  innocent  and  ancient  in 
the  church :  building  upon  this  foundation,  to  run 
as  far  as  poflitye  from  popery,  even  in  the  moft 
minute  and  indifferent  circumftances.     This  fac- 
tion, under  the  name  of  puritan,  became  very  tur- 
bulent during  the  whole  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
and  were  always  difcouraged  by  that  wife  qugea, 
Vol.  V.  X  ">'   _-^_  as 
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as  well  as  by  her  two  fucceflbrs.  However,  thfeir 
numbers,  as  well  as  their  infolence  and  perverfe- 
nefs,  fo  far  increafed,  that  foon  aftet  the  dfeath  of 
king  James  the  firft,  many  inftances  of  their  petu- 
lancy  and  fcurrility  are  to  be  feen  in  their  pam- 
phlets, written  for  fome  years  after  (which  was  i 
trade  they  began  in  the  days  of  queen  Elizabeth) 
particularly  with  great  rancour  againft  the  bifhops, 
the  habits,  and  the  ceremonies :  fuch  were  thofe 
Scurrilous  libels  under  the  title  of  Martin  Mar-pre- 
late, and  feveral  others.  And  although  the  earl  of 
Clarendon  tells  us,  until  the  year  1 640  (as  I  re- 
member) the  kingdom  was  in  a  ftate  of  perfeS 
peace  and  happiriefs,  without  the  leaft  appearance 
df  thought  or  defigri  totoard  making  any  altera- 
tions in  religion  fcr  government;  yet  I  have  found, 
by  often  rummaging  for  old  books  in  Little  Bri- 
tain and  Duck-lane,  a  great  number  of  pamphlets 
printed  from  the  yeaf  1630  to  1640,  full  of  as 
bold  and  impious  railing  expreflions  againft  the 
lawful  power  of  the  crowrt,  and  the  order  of 
bifhops,  as  ever  Were  uttered  during  the  rebellion, 
or  the  whole  fubfequetit  tyrdnny  of  that  fanatic 
anarchy*  However,  I  find  it  manifeft  that  puri- 
tanifm  did  not  ere&  itfelf  into  a  new  feparate  fpecies 
of  religion,  till  fortie  time  after  the  rebellion  began. 
For,  in  the  latter  times  of  king  James  the  firft,  and 
the  former  part  of  his  fon,  there  vTere  feveral  pu- 
ritan bifhops,  and  many  puritan  private  clergymen} 
while  people  went,  as  their  inclinations  led  them, 
to  hear  preachers  of  each  party  in  the  parifh 
churches;  for  the  puritan  clergy  had  received  ~pif- 
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topal  orders,  aa  well  as  the  reft.  But  foon  after 
the  rebellion  broke  but,  the  terni  puritan  gradually 
dropt,  and  that  of  prefbyterian  fiicceeded  ;  which 
fe&  was  in  two  or  three  years  efUbliftied  in  all  its 
forms,  by  what  they  called  an  ordinance  of  the 
lords  and  commons,  without  confultixlg  the  king, 
who  was  then  at  War  againft  his  rebels.  And  from 
this  period,  the  church  continued  under  perfec- 
tion, until  monarchy  was  reftored  in  the  year 
1660. 

In  a  year  or  two  after  we  began  to  heif  of  a 
new  party  rifen,  and  growing  in  the  parliament  as 
well  as  the  army,  under  the  name  of  independent : 
it  fpread  indeed  fomewhat  more  in  the  latter,  but 
not  equal  with  the  prefbyterians,  either  in  Weight 
or  number,  until  the  very  time  the,  king  was  mur- 
dered. 

When  the  king,  whb  Was  then  a  prifoner  in  the 
iflc  of  Wight,  had  made  his  laft  conceflions  for  a 
peace  to  the  cbmmiflionerS  of  the  parliament,  who 
attended  him  there ;  Upon  their  return  to  London 
they  reported  his  majefty's  anfwer  in  the  houfe. 
Whereupon  a  number  of  moderate  members,  who, 
as  Ludlow  fays,  had  fecured  their  own  terms  with 
that  prince,  managed  with  fo  much  art,  as  to  ob- 
tain a  majority  in  a  thin  houfe  for  paffing  a  vote, 
that  the  king's  conceflions  were  a  ground  for  a  fu*- 
ture  fettlement.  Eut  the  great  officers  of  the  army, 
joining  with  the  difcontented  members,  came  to  a 
refolution  of  excluding  all  thofe  who  had  confented 
to  that  vote  5  which  they  executed  in  a  military 
way.     Ireton  told  Fairfax  the  general,  a  rigid  pref- 
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byterian,  of  this  refolution  ;  who  thereupon  iflued 
his  orders  for  drawing  out  the  army  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  placing  guards  in  Weftminfter-hall,  the 
court  of  requefts,  and  the  lobby ;  who,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  general,  in  conjunction  with  thofe 
members  who  had  oppofed  the  vote,  would  let  no 
member  enter  the  houfe,  except  thofe  of  their  own 
party.  Upon  which,  the  queftion  for  bringing  the 
king  to  juftice  was  immediately  put,  and  carried 
without  oppofition  that  I  can  find.  Then  an  order 
was  made  for  his  trial ;  the  time  and  place  ap- 
pointed ;  thq  judges  named,  of  whom  Fairfax  him- 
felf  was  one ;  although,  by  the  advice  or  threats  of 
fc  his  wife,  he  declined  fitting  among  them.  How- 
ever, by  frefh  orders  under  his  own  hand,  which  I 
have  feen  in  print,  he  appointed  guards  to  attend 
the  judges  at  the  trial,  and  to  keep  the  city  in  quiet; 
as  he  did  likewife  to  prevent  any  oppofition  from 
the  people,  upon  the  day  of  execution. 

From  what  I  .have  already  deduced,  it  appears 
manifeft,  that  the  differences  between  thefe  two 
feds,  prefbyterian  and  independent,  did  not  fhea 
amount  to  half  fo  much,  as  what  there  is  between 
a  whig  and  tory  at  prefent  among  us.  The,defign 
of  utterly  extirpating  monarchy  and  epifcopacy, 
war  equally  the  fame  in  both;  evidently  the  con- 
fluence of  the  very  fame  principles,  upon  which 
the  prefbyterians  alone  began,  .continued,  and 
would  have  ended  in  the  fame  events ;  if,  towards 
the  conclufion,  they  had  not  been  bearded  by  tljat 
-new  party,  with  whom  they  could  not  agree  about 
dfadding  the  fpoil.     However,  they  held  a  good 
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fhare  of  civil  and  military  employments  during  the 
whole  time  of  the  ufurpation;  and  their  names, 
a&ions,  and  preferments,  are  frequent  in  the  ac- 
counts of  thofe  times.  For  I  make  no  doubt,  that 
all  the  prudent  prefbyterians  complied  in  proper 
feafons,  falling  in  with  the  ftream ;  and  thereby 
got  that  fliare  in  employments,  which  many  of 
them  held  to  the  Reftoration;  and  perhaps  too 
many  of  them  after.  In  the  fame  manner,  we 
find  our  wifeft  tories  in  both  kingdoms,  upon  the 
change  of  hands  and  meafures  at  the  queen's  death, 
have  endeavoured  for  feveral  years,  by  due  com- 
pliances, to  recover  the  time  they  had  loft  by  a 
temporary  obftinacy ;  wherein  they  have  well  fuc- 
ceeded,* according  to  their  degrees  of  merit;  of 
whofe  names  I  could  here  make  honourable  men- 
tion, if  I  did  not  fear  it  might  offend  their  modefty. 
As  to  what  is  alleged,  that  fome  of  the  prefbyte- 
rians declared  openly  againft  the  king's  murder,  I 
allow  it  to  be  true.  But  from  what  motives  ?  No 
other  can  poffibly  be  affigned  than  perfeft  fpite, 
rage,  and  envy,  to  find  themfelves  wormed  out  of 
all  power,  by  a  new  infant  fpawn  of  independents, 
fprung  from  their  own  bowels.  It  is  true,  the  di£. 
ferences  in  religious  tenets  between  them,  are  very 
few  and  trifling  ;  the  chief  quarrel,  as  far  as'I  re- 
member, relating  to  congregational  and  national 
aflfemblies.  But  wherever  intereft  or  power  think 
fit  to  interfere,  it  little  imports  what  principles  the 
oppofite  parties  think  fit  to  charge  upon  each  other: 
for  we  fee  at  this  day,  that  the  tories  are  more  hated 
\>y  the  whole  fet  of  zealous  whigs,  than  the  very 
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papifts  thcmfelves  ;  and  in  effed  as  much  unqua- 
lified for  the  fmalleft  office  :  although  both  thefe 
parties  aflert  themfelves  to  be  of  the  fame  religion, 
in  all  its  branches  of  do&rine  and  difciplinej  and 
profefs  the  fame  loyalty,  to  the  fame  proteftant 
king,  and  his  heirs. 

If  the  reader  would  know  what  became  of  this 
independent  party,  upon  whom  all  the  mifchief  is 
charged  by  their  prefbyterian  brethren,  he  may 
pleafe  to  obferve*  that  during  the  whole  ufurpa-* 
tion,  they  contended  by  degrees  with  their  parent 
fed,  and,  as  I  have  already  faid,  fhared  in  em- 
ployments, and  gradually,  after  the  Reftoration, 
mingled  with  the  mafs  of  prefbyterians  ;  lying  ever 
fines  qndiftingqiflied  in  the  herd  of  diffenters. 

The  prefbyterian  merit  is  of  as  little  weight, 
when  they  allege  themfelves  inftrymental  towards 
the  kirjg'p  reftoration.  The  kingdom  grew  tired 
with  thofe  ridiculous  models  of  government :  firft, 
by  a  houfe  of  lords  and  commons  without  a  king ; 
then,  without  bifhops ;  afterwards,  by  a  rump  * 
^nd  lords  temporal ;  then,  by  a  rump  alone ;  next, 
by  a  fingle  perfon  fof  life,  in  cunjun&ion  with  a 
pouncil ;  by  agitators ;  by  majorTgenerals ;  by  a 
new  kind  of  reprefentatives  from  the  three  kingr 
doms  j  by  the  keepers  of  the  liberties  of  England  j 
wijh  other  fchemes  that  have  flipt  out  of  my  me- 
;noryf     Crop^w^l}  W4$  d?ad ;  his  fon  Richard,  ? 

•  Tfhi$  name  was  given  to  that  part  of  the  hoyfe  of  common^ 
which  remained  after  the  moderate  jnen  had  been  expelled  by  mi» 
J}t4rjr  force, 
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weak  ignorant  wretch,  who  gave  up  his  mo- 
narchy much  in  the  fame  manner^  with  the  two 
ufurping  kings  of  Jkentford  * ;  the  people  harafled 
with  taxes,  and  other  oppreflions.  The  king's 
party,  then  called  the  Cavaliers,  began  to  recover 
their  fpirits.  The  few  nobility  fcattered  through 
the  kingdom,  who  lived  in  a  moft  retired  manner, 
obferving  the  confufion  of  things,  could  no  longer 
endure  to  be  ridden  by  bakers,  coblers,  brewers, 
and  the  like,  at  the  head  of  armies,  and  plunder- 
ing every  where  like  French  dragoons.  The  rump 
affembly  grew  defpicable  to  thofe  who  had  raifed 
them :  the  city  of  London,  exhaufted  by  almoft 
twenty  years  contributing  to  their  own  ruin,  de- 
clared againft  them.  The  rump,  after  many  deaths 
and  refurre&ions,  was,  in  the  moft  contemptuous 
manner,  kicked  out,  and  burnt  in  effigy.  The  ex- 
cluded members  were  let  in;  a  free  parliament 
called,,  in  as  legal  a  manner  as  the  times  would  al- 
low ;  and  the  king  reftored. 

The  fecond  claim  of  prefbyterian  merit,  is 
founded  upon  their  fervices  againft  the  dangerous 
deligns  of  king  James  the  fecond,  while  that  prince 
was  ufing  all  his  endeavours  to  introduce  popery, 
which  he  openly  profefled  upon  his  coming  to  the 
crown:  to  this,  they  add  their  eminent  fervices  at 
the  Revolution,  under  the  prince  of  Orange* 

Now  the  quantum  of  prefbyterian  merit  during 
the  four  years  reign  of  that  weak,  bigoted,  and  ill- 
»4vifipd  prince,  as  well  »s  at  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
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lution,  will  eafily  be  computed,  by  a  recourfe  to 
a  great  number  of  hiftories,  pamphlets,  and  public 
papers,  printed  in  thofe  timeSj  and  fome  after- 
wards ;  befide  the  verbal  teftimonies  of  many  per- 
fons  yet  alive,  who  are  old  enough  to  have  known 
and  obferved  the  diffenters  conduct  in  that  critical 
period. 

It  is  agreed,    that   upon  king  Charles  die  fe* 
cond's  death,  foon  after  his  fucceflbr  had  puWicly 
owned  himfelf  a  Roman  catholick,  he  began  with 
his  firft  careffes  to  the  church  party ;  from  whom 
having   received  very  cold  difcouraging  anfwers, 
he  applied  to  the  prefbyterian  leaders  and  teachers  j 
being  advifed  by  his  priefts  and  popifh  courtiers, 
that  the  fafeft  method  towards  introducing  his  own 
religion,  would  be,  by  taking  off  the  fecramental 
teft,  and  giving  a  full  liberty  of  confcience  to  all 
religions,  I  fuppofe  that  profefled  chriftianity.     It 
feems  that  the  prefbyterians  in  the  latter  years  of 
king  Charles  the  fecond,  upon  account  of  certain 
plots  (allowed  by  bifhop  Burnet  to  be  genuine)  had 
been  for  a  fhort  time  forbidden  to  hold  their  conven- 
ticles.    Whereupon  thefe  charitable  chriftians,  out 
of  perfect  refentment  againft  the  church,  received 
the  gracious  offers  of  king  James  with  the  ftrongeft 
profeflions  of  loyalty,    and   higheft  acknowledg- 
ments for  his  favour.     I  have  feen  feveral  of  their 
addrefles,  full  of  thanks  and  praifes,  with  bitter  in- 
finuations  of  what  they  had  fuffered ;  putting  them- 
felves  and  the  papifts  upon  the  fame  foot,  as  fel- 
low-fufferers  for  confcience  ;  and  with  the  ftyle  of 
our  brethren  the  Roman  catholicks,     About  this 
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time  began  the  projedt  of  clofeting,  which  hasiince 
been  pra&ifed  many  times  with  more  art  and  fuo 
cefi,  where  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  kingdom 
were  privately  catechifed  by  his  majefty,  to  know, 
whether  if  a   new  parliament  were  called,  they 
would  agree  to  pafs  an  a£t  for  repealing  the  facra- 
mental  teft^  and  eftablifhing  a  general  liberty  of 
confcience.     But  he  received  fo  little  encourage- 
ment, that  defpairing  of  fuccefs,  he  had  recourfe 
to  his  difpenfing  power,  which  the  judges  had  de-^ 
terrnined  to  be  part  of  his  prerogative.     By  colour 
of  this  determination,  he  preferred  feveral  prefby- 
terians,  and  many  papifts,  to  civil  and  military  em- 
ployments.    While  the  king  was  thus  bufied,  it  is 
well  known  that  monfieur  Fagel,  the  Dutch  envoy 
in  London,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  prince  and 
princefs  of  Orange  concerning  the  repeal  of  the  teft ; 
whereof  the  king  had  fent  an  account  to  their  high- 
neffes,  to  know  how  far  they  approved  of  it.     The 
fubftan^e  of  their  anfwer,  as  reported  by  Fagel,  was 
this,  "  That  their  highneffes  thought  very  well  of 
"  a  liberty  of  confcience ;  but  by  no  means  of  giv- 
"  ing  employments   to   any  other  perfons,    than 
"  thofe  who  were  of  the  national  church."     This 
opinion  was  confirmed  by  feveral  reafbns :  I  cannot 
be  more  particular,  not  having  the  paper  by  me, 
although  it  has  been  printed  in  many  accounts  of 
thofe   times.      And   thus   much   every  moderate 
churchman  would  perhaps  fubmit  to  :  but  to  truft 
any  part  of  the  civil  power  in  the  hands  of  thofe, 
whofe  intereft,  inclination,  confcience,  and  former 
pra&ices,  have  been  wholly  turned  to  introduce  a 
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different  fyftem  of  religion  and  government,  ha$ 
very  few  examples  in  any  chriftian  ftate  ;  nor  any 
at  all  in  Holland,  the  great  patronefs  of  univerfal 
toleration. 

Upon  the  firft  intelligence  king  James  received  of 
an  intended  invafion  by  the  prince  of  Orange, 
among  great  numbers  of  papifts,  to  increafe  bis 
troops,  he  gave  commiflions  to  feveral  prefbytc- 
rians  j  fome  of  whom  had  been  officers  under  the 
rump  ;  and  particularly  he  placed  one  Richards,  a 
noted  prefbyterian,  at  the  head  of  a  regiment,  who 
had  been  governor  of  Wexford  in  Gromw^U's 
time,  and  is  often  mentioned  by  Ludlow  in  his 
Memoirs.  This  regiment  was  raifed  in  England 
againft  the  prince  of  Orange :  the  colonel  made  his 
fon  a  captain,  whom  J  knew,  and  who  was  as 
zealous  a  prefbyterian  as  his  father,  However^  at 
the  time  of  the  prince's  landing,  the  father,  eafily 
forefeeing  how  things  would  go,  went  over,  like 
many  others,  to  the  prince,  who  continued  him  in 
his  regiment;  but  coming  over  a  year  or  two  afar 
to  affift  in  raifing  the  fiege  of  Deny,  he  behaved 
himfelf  fo  like  either  a  coward  or  a  traitor,  that  his 
regiment  was  taken  from  him. 

I  will  now  confider  the  cpnduft  of  the  churph 
party,  during  the  whole  reign  of  that  unfortunate 
king.  They  were  fo  unanimous  againft  promifing 
to  pafs  an  aft  for  repealing  the  teft,  and  eftabliihing 
a  general  liberty  of  confeience,  that  the  king  durft 
not  truft  a  parliament;  but,  encouraged  by  $C 
•  profeffions  of  loyalty  given  him  by  his  prefbyi 
friends,  wqnt  pa  with  his  difpenfjng  pqwer% 
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The  church  clergy,  at  that  time,  are  allowed  to 
have  written  the  beft  colle&ion  of  tracts  againft  po- 
pery, that  ever  appeared  in  England ;  which  are 
to  this  day  in  the  higheft  efteem.  But,  upon  the 
ftridbeft  enquiry,  I  could  never  hear  of  above  one 
or  two  papers  publifhed  by  the  prefbyterians  at  that 
time,  upon  the  fame  fubje£t.  Seven  great  prelates 
(he  of  Canterbury  among  the  reft)  were  fent  to  the 
Tower  for  prefenting  a  petition,  wherein  they  de- 
fired  to  be  excufed  in  not  obeying  an  illegal  com-* 
mand  from  the  king.  The  bifhop  of  London, 
Dr.  Compton,  was  fummoned  to  anfwer  before 
the  commifiioners  for  ecclefiaftical  affairs,  for  not 
fufpending  Dr.  Sharp  (afterwards  archbifhop  of 
York)  by  the  king's  command.  If  the  pi*efbyte- 
rians  esprefTed  the  fame  zeal  upon  any  occafion, 
the  inftances  of  it  are  not,  as  I  can  find,  left  upon 
record,  or  tranfmitted  by  tradition.  The  proceed- 
ings againft  Magdalen  college  in  Oxford,  for  re- 
filling to  comply  with  the  king's  mandate  for  ad- 
mitting a  profeflfed  papift  upon  their  foundation, 
are  a  (landing  proof  of  the  courage  and  firmnefs  in 
religion  fhewn  by  that  learned  fociety,  to  the 
ruin  of  their  fortunes.  The  prefbyterians  know 
very  well,  that  I  could  produce  many  more  in- 
ftances of  the  fame  kind.  But  thefe  are  enough  in 
fo  fhort  a  paper  as  I  intend  at  prefent. 

It  is  indeed  very  true,  that  after  king  William 
was  fettled  on  the  Englifli  throne,  the  prefbyterians 
began  to  appear,  and  offer  their  credentials,  and 
demand  favour :  and  the  new  king,  having  been 
priginally  bred  a  Calvinift,  was  defirous  enough  to 
£  make 
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make  them  eafy  (if  that  would  do  it)  by  a  legal 
toleration;  although  in  his  heart  he  never  bore 
much  affe&ioji  to  that  fedt ;  nor  defigned  to  favour 
them  farther  than  as  it  flood  with  the  prefentfeheme 
of  politicks ;  as  I  have  long  fince  been  aflured  by 
the  greateft  men  of  whig  principles  at  that  time  ia 
England. 

It  is  likewife  true,  nor  will  it  be  denied,  that 
when  the  king  was  pofleffed  of  the  Englifh  crown, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  quarrel  was  left  to  be  de- 
cided in  this  kingdom  j  the  prefbyterians   wifely 
chofe  to  join  with  the  proteftant  army,  rather  than 
with  that  of  king  James  their  old  friend,  whofe  af- 
fairs were  then  in  a  manner  defperate.     TTiey  were 
wife,  enough  to  know,  that  this  kingdom  divided 
againft  itfelf,  could  never  prevail  againft  the  united 
power  of  England.     They  fought  pro  arts  &  facts  \ 
for  their  eftates  and  religion ;    which  latter   will 
never  fuffer  fo  much  by  the  church  of  England,  as 
by  that  of  Rome,  where  they  are  counted  hereticks 
as.  well  as  we :  and  confequently  they  have  no  other 
game  to  play.     But  what  merit  they  can  build  upon 
Jiaving  joined  with  a  proteftant  army,  under  a  king 
they  ackowledged,   to  defend  their  own   liberties 
and  properties  againft  a  popifh   enemy,  under  an 
abdicated  king,  is,  I  confefs,  to  me  abfolutely  in- 
conceivable;  and  I  believe  will  equally  be  fo  fo: 
ever  to  any  reafonable  man. 

When  thefe  fe&aries  were  feveral  years  ago 
making  the  fame  attempt  for  abolifhing  the  teft, 
many  groundlefs  reports  were  induftrioufly  and 
feafonably  fpread,  of  an  invafion  threatened  by  the 
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Pretender  on  the  north  of  Ireland.  At  which  time, 
the  pre(byterians,  in  their  pamphlets,  argued  in  a 
menacing  manner,  that  if  the  Pretender  fhould  in- 
vade thofe  parts  of  the  kingdom,  where  the  num- 
bers and  eftates  of  the  diflenters  chiefly  lay,  they 
would  fit  ftill,  and  let  us  fight  our  own  battles ; 
fince  they  were  to  reap  no  advantage,  whichever 
fide  fhould  be  vidtors.  If  this  were  the  courfe  they 
intended  to  take  in  fuch  a  cjafe,  I  defire  to  know, 
how  they  could  contrive  fafely  to  ftand  neuters, 
otherwife  than  by  a  compact  with  the  Pretender  and 
his  army,  to  fupport  their  neutrality,  and  prote<3: 
thefn  againft  the  forces  of  the  crown  ?  This  is  a  ne- 
ceffary  fuppofition ;  becaufe  they  muft  otherwife 
have  inevitably  been  a  prey  to  both.  However, 
by  this  frank  declaration,  they  fufficiently  (hewed 
their  good  will,  and  confirmed  the  common  charge 
laid  at  their  door ;  that  a  Scottifh  or  northern  pre£- 
byterian,  hates  our  epifcopal  eftkblifhed  church, 
more  than  popery  ftfelf.  And  the  reafon  for  this 
hatred  is  natural  enough ;  beCaufe  it  is  the  church 
alone  that  (lands  in  the  way  between  them  and 
power,  which  popery  does  not 

Upon  this  occafion,  I  am  in  fome  doubt,  whe- 
ther the  political  fpreaders  of  thofe  chimerical  inr- 
vafions,  made  a  judicious  choice,  in  fixing  the 
northern  parts  of  Ireland  for  that  romantic  enter- 
prize.  Nor  can  I  well  underftand  the  wifdom  of 
the  pre(byterians,  in  countenancing  and  confirm- 
ing thofe  reports ;  becaufe  it  feems  to  caft  a  mod 
infamous  refle&ion  upon  the  loyalty  and  re%ious 
principles  of  their  whole  body :  for,  if  there  had 
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been  any  truth  in  the  matter,  the  confequence  muft 
have  Jjeen  allowed,  that  the  Pretender  counted  upon 
more  afliftance  from  his  fathers  friends  the  pref- 
byterians,  by  choofing  to  land  in  thofe  very  parts 
where  their  number,  wealth,  and  power  moft  pre- 
vailed, rather  than  among  thofe  of  his  own  reli- 
gion. And  therefore,  in  charity  to  this  fc&,  I  ra- 
ther incline  to  believe,  that  thofe  reports  of  an  in- 
vafion  were  formed  and  fpread  by  the  race  of  fmall 
politicians,  in  order  to  do  a  feafonable  job* 

As  to  popery  in  general,  which  for  a  thoufand 
years  paft  has  been  introducing  and  multiplying 
corruptions  both  in  dodtjine  and  difcipiine  ;  I  look 
upon  it  to  be  the  moft  abfurd  fyftem  of  chriftianity, 
profefled  by  any  nation.  But  I  cannot  apprehend 
this  kingdom  to  be  in  mijch  danger  from  it.  The 
eftates  of  papifts  are  vpry  few ;  crumbling  into 
fmall  parcels,  and  daily  diminifhing ;  their  com- 
mow  people  are  funk  in  poverty,  ignorance,  and  J 
cowardice  ;  and  of  as  little  confequence  as  women  \ 
and  children.  Their  nobility  and  gentry  are  at  leaft 
one  half  ruined,  banifhed,  or  converted  :  they  all 
foundly  feel  the  fmart  of  what  they  fuffered  in  the 
laft  Irjfh  war  i  fome  of  them  are  already  retired  into 
foreign  countries  j  others,  as  I  am  told,  intend  to 
follow  them;  and  the  reft,  I  believe,  to  a  man, 
who  ftill  pofTefs  any  lands,  are  abfolutely  deter- 
mined never  to  hazard  them  again,  for  the  fake 
of  eftablifhing*  their  fuperftition.  If  it  has  been 
thought  fit,  as  fome  obferve,  to  abate  of  the  law1* 
rigour  againft  popery  in  this  kingdom,  I  am  coor* 
-fident  it  was  done  for  very  wife  reafons,  confides  ] 
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ittg  the  fituation  of  affairs  abroad  at  different  times, 
and  the  intereft  of  the  proteftant  religion  in  general. 
And  as  I  do  not  find  the  leaft  fault  in  this  proceed- 
ing, fo  I  do  not  conceive,  why  a  funk  discarded 
party,  who  neither  expeft  nor  defire  any  thing 
more  than  a  quiet  life,  fhould,  under  the  names  of 
high-flyers,  Jacobites,  and  many  other  vile  appel- 
lations, be  charged  fo  often  in  print,  and  at  com- 
mon tables,  with  endeavouring  to  introduce  popery 
and  the  Pretender ;  while  the  papifts  abhor  them 
above  all  other  men,  on  account  of  feverities  againft 
their  priefts  in  her  late  majefty's  reign,  when  the 
now  difbanded  reprobate  party  was  in  power.  This 
I  was  convinced  of  fome  years  ago  by  a  long  jour- 
ney into  the  fouthern  parts ;  where  I  had  the  cu- 
riofity  to  fend  for  many  priefts  of  the  parifhes  I 
patted  through,  and  to  my  great  fatisfa&ion  found 
them  every  where  abounding  in  profeflions  of 
loyalty  to  the  late  king  George ;  for  which  they 
gave  me  the  reafons  above-mentioned  ;  at  the  fame 
time  complaining  bitterly  of  the  hardfhips  they  fuf- 
fered  under  the  Queen's  laft  miniftry. 

I  return  from  this  digreflion  to  the  modeft  de- 
mands of  the  prcfbyterians  for  a  repeal  of  the  fa- 
cramental  teft,  as  a  reward  for  their  merits  at  the 
Reftoration  and  the  Revolution;  which  merits  I 
have  fairly  reprefented,  as  well  as  my  memory 
would  allow  me>  If  I  have  committed  any  mtf- 
takes,  they  muft  be  of  little  moment.  The  fafts 
and  principal  circumftances  are  what  I  have  ob- 
tained and  digefted  from  reading  the  hiftories  of 
thofe  times  written  by  each  party;  and  many  thou- 

fands 


^ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


320         THE.PRESBYTERIANS 

lands  have  done  the  fame  as  well  as  I,  who  I  am 
fure  have  in  their  minds  drawn  the  fame  conclu- 
fions. 

Thisi$  the  fa&ion,  and  thefe  the  men,  who  are 
now  refuming  their  applications,  and  giving  in 
their  bills  of  merit  to  both  kingdoms,  upon  two 
points,  which,  of  all  others,  they  have  the  leaft 
pretentions  to  offer.  I  have  colle&ed  the  fads,  with 
all  poffible  impartiality,  from  the  current  hiftories 
of  thofe  times;  and  have  fhewn,  although  very 
briefly,  the  gradual  proceedings  of  thofe  fe&aries, 
under  the  denominations  of  puritans,  prefbyterians 
and  independents,  for  about  the  fpace  of  a  hun- 
dred and  eighty  years,  from  the  beginning  of  queen 
Elizabeth  to  this  prefent  time.  But,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  that  can  be  faid,  thefe  very  fchifmaticks 
(for  fuch  they  are  in  temporals  as  well  as  fpirituals) 
are  now  again  expelling,  foliciting  and  demanding 
(not  without  infinuated  threats,  according  to  their 
cuftom)  that  the  parliament  fhould  fix  them  upon 
an  equal  foot  with  the  church  eftablifhed.  I  would 
fain  know  to ,  what  branch  of  the  legiflature  they 
can  have  the  forehead  to  apply.  Not  to  my  lords 
thebifhops;  who  muft  have  often  read  how  the 
predeceflbrs  of  this  very  faction,  a&irig  upon  the 
famegprinciples,  drove  the  whole  bench  .out  of  the  ■ 
houfe,  who  were  .then,  and  hitherto oontinue,  one 
of  the  three  eftatfcs  :  not  to  the  temporal  peers,  the 
fecond  of  the.  three  eftates,  who  muft  have  heard, 
that  immediately  after  thofe  rebellious  fanaticks  hjtf 
murdered  their  king,  they  voted  a  houfe  of  h 
to  be/ufelda  and  dangerous,  and  would  let  th< 
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ho  longer,  otherwife  than  when  ele&ed  as  com- 
moners :  not  to  the  houfe  of  commons ;  who  muft 
have  heard,  that  in  thofe  fanatic  times,  the  prefby- 
terian  and  independent  tommanders  in  the  army, 
by  military  power  expelled  all  the  moderate  men 
out  of  the  houfe,  and  left  a  rump  to  govern  the 
nation :  laftly,  not  to  the  crown ;  which  thofe  very 
faints,  deftined  to  rule  the  earth,  trampled  under 
their  feet,  and  then  in  cold  blood  murdered  the 
blefled  wearer. 

But  the  feffion  now  approaching,  and  a  clan  of 
difTenting  teachers  being  come  up  to  town  from 
their  northern  head  quarters,  accompanied  by  many 
of  their  elders  and  agents,  and  fupported  by  a  ge- 
neral contribution  to  folicit  their  eftablifliment, 
with  a  capacity  of  holding  all  military*  as  well  as 
civil  employments,  I  think  it  high  time  that  this 
paper  fhould  fee  the  light.  However,  I  cannot 
conclude  without  freely  confeffing,  that  if  the  pref- 
byterians  fhould  obtain  their  ends,  I  could  not  be 
fbrry  to  find  them  miftaken  in  the  point  which 
they  have  moft  at  heart,  by  the  repeal  of  the  teft, 
I  mean  the  benefit  of  employments.  For,  after  all, 
what  afTurance  can  a  Scottifh  northern  diffenter  born 
on  Irifh  ground  have,  that  he  fhall  be  treated  with 
is  much  favour  as  a  true  Scot  bfcrn  beyond  the 
rweed  ? 

I  am  ready  enough  to  believe,  that  all  I  have 
kid  will  avail  but  little*  I  have  the  common  ex- 
:ufe  of  other  men,  when  I  think  myfelf  bound  by 
ill  religious  and  civil  ties  to  difcharge  my  con- 
science, and  to  warn  my  countrymen  upon  this 
Vol.  V.  Y  important 
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important  occafion.  It  is  true,  the  advocates  (of 
this  fcheme  promife  a  new  world  after  this  blefled 
work  fhall  be  completed  ;  that  all  animofity  and 
faftion  muft  immediately  drbp  ;  that  the  only  dis- 
tinction in  this  kingdom  will  then  be  of  papift  and 
proteftant  i  for,  as  to  whig  and  tory*  high  church 
and  low  church,  Jacobite  and  Hanoverian,  court 
and  country  party,  Englifh  and  Irifh  interefts,  di£- 
fenters  and  conformifts,  new  fight  and  old  light* 
anabaptift  and  independent,  quaker  and  muggleto- 
nian ;  they  will  all  meet  and  jumble  together  into 
a  perfect  harmony,  at  the  feflions  and  aifizes,  on 
the  bench  and  in  the  revenues ;  and  upon  the 
whole,  in  all  civil  and  military  trufts,  not  except- 
ing the  great  councils  of  the  nation.  For  it  is 
wifely  argued  thud :  that  a  kingdom  being  no  more 
than  a  larger  knot  of  friends  irtet  together,  h  is 
againft  the  rules  of  good-mannefs  to  fhut  any  per- 
fon  out  of  the  company,  except  the  papiftsf  who 
profefs  themfelves  of  another  club* 

I  am  at  a  lofs  to  know,  what  arts  the  prefbyte- 
rian  fedt  intends  to  ufe,  in  convincing  the  world 
of  their  loyalty  to  kingly  government,  which  (long 
before  the  prevalence,  or  even  the  birth  of  their 
independent  rivals)  as  foon  as  the  king's  forces 
were  overcome,  declared  their  principles  to  be 
againft  monarchy,  as  well  as  epifcopacy  and  the 
houfe  of  lords,  even  until  the  king  was  reftored : 
at  which  event,  although  they  were  forced  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  prefent  power,  yet  I  have  not  heard  that 
they  ever,  to  this  day,  renounce  any  one  principle, 
by  whiqh  their  predeceflbrs  then  a&ed  j  yet  this  they 
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nave  been  challenged  to  do,  or  at  lead  to  fhew  that 
bthers  have  done  it  for  them,  by  a  certain  *  do&or, 
who,  as  I  am  told,  has  milch  employed  his  pen  in 
the  like  difputes.  I  own,  they  will  be  ready 
enough  to  infinuate  themfelves  into  any  govern- 
ment :  but  if  they  mean  to  be  honeft  and  upright, 
they  will  and  muft  endeavour,  by  all  means'  which 
they  fhall  think  lawful,  to  introduce  and  eftablifh 
their  own  fcheme  of  religion,  as  neareft  approach- 
ing to  the  word  of  God,  by  cafting  out  all  fuper- 
ftitious  ceremonies*  ecclefiaftical  titles,  habits,  dis- 
tinctions, ancT  Superiorities,  as  rags  of  popery,  in 
order  to  a  thorough  reformation ;  and  as  in  charity 
bound  to  promote  the  falvation  of  their  country- 
men, wifhing  with  St.  Paul,  that  the  whole  king- 
dom were  as  they  are.  But  what  aflurance  will 
they.pleafe  to  give,  that  when  their  fed  fhall  be- 
come the  national  eftablifhed  worfhip,  they  will 
treat  Us  Diflenters  as  we  have  treated  them  ?  Was 
this  their  courfe  of  proceeding  during  the  dominion 
of  the  faints  ?  Were  not  all  the  remainders  of  the 
epifcopal  church  in  thofe  d^ys,  efpecially  the  clergy, 
under  a  perfecution,  for  above  a  dozen  years,  equal 
to  that  of  the  primitive  Chriftians  under  heathen 
emperors?  That  this  proceeding  was  fuitable  to 
their  principles,  is  known  enough  j  for  many  of 
tlieir  preachers  then  writ  books  exprefly  againft  al- 
lowing any  liberty  of  confcience  in  a  religion  dif- 
ferent from  their  own  $  producing  many  arguments 
to  prove  that  opinion,  and  among  the  reft  one  fre- 

•  Tht  late  Dr.  Tifdal. 
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qtiently  infifted  on;  that  allowing  fuch  a  liberty 
would  be  to  eftablifh  iniquity  by  a  law  *•  Many 
of  thefe  writings  are  yet  to  be  feen  ;  and  I  hear 
have  been  quoted  by  the  do<3tor  abovementioned. 

As  to  their  great  obje&ion  of  proftituting  that 
holy  iriftitution,  the  blefled  facrarhent,  by  way  of 
a  teft  before  admittance  into  any  employment ;  I 
afk,  whether  they  would  not  be  content  to  receive 
it  after  their  own  manner  for  the  office  of  a  judge, 
for  that  of  a  commiifioner  in  the  revenue,  for  a  re- 
giment of  horfe,  or  to  be  a  lord  juftice  ?  I  believe 
they  would  fcruple  it  as  little,  as  a  long  grace  be- 
fore and  after  dinner,  which  they  can  fay  without 
bending  a  knee ;  for,  as  I  have  been  told,  their 
manner  of  taking  bread  arid  wine  in  their  conven- 
ticles, is  performed  with  little  more  folemnity  than 
at  their  common  meals.  And  therefore,  fince  they 
look  upon  our  pra&ice  in  receiving  the  elements  lo 
be  idolatrous,  they  neither  can,  nor  ought  in  con- 
fcience  to  allow  us  that  liberty,  otherwife  than  by 
connivance,  and  a  bare  toleration,  like  what  is  per- 
mitted to  the  papifts.  But  left  we  fhould  Offend 
them,  I  am  ready  to  change  this  teft  for  another  j 
although  I  am  afraid*  that  fan&ified  reafon  is  by 
no  means  the  point  where  the  difficulty  pinches, 
and  is  only  offered  by  pretended  churchmen ;  as  if 
they  could  be  content  with  our  believing,  that  the 
impiety  and  profanation  of  making  the  facrament  a 
teft,  were  the  only  obje&ion.     I  therefore  propofi^ 

*  See  many  Hundred  quotation*  to  prove  this,  m  the  treari& 
called,  "  Scotch  Preftyteriaa  Eloquence," 
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that  before  the  prefent  law  be  repealed,  another 
may  be  ena&ed  ;  that  no  man  fhall  receive  any  em- 
ployment, before  he  fwears  himfelf  to  be  a  true 
member  of  the  church  of  Ireland,  in  do&rine  and 
difcipline,  &c.  and  that  he  will  never  frequent  or 
communicate  with  any  other  form  of  worfhip.  It 
fhall  likewife  be  farther  enadted,  that  whoever  of- 
fends, &c.  fhall  be  fined  five  hundred  pounds,  im- 
prifoned  for  a  year  and  a  day,  and  rendered  in- 
capable of  all  public  truft  for  ever.  Othervyife  I  do 
infift,  that  thofe  pious,  indulgent,  external  profef- 
fors  of  our  national  religion,  fhall  either  give  up 
that  fallacious  hypocritical  reafon  for  taking  off  the 
teft ;  or  freely  confefs  that  they  defire  to  have  a  gate 
wide  open  for  every  fedt,  without  any  teft  at  all, 
except  that  of  fwearing  loyalty  to  the  king :  which 
however,  confidering  their  principles  with  regard 
to  monarchy  yet  unrenounced,  might,  if  they 
would  pleafe  to  look  deep  enough  into  their  own 
hearts,  prove  a  more  bitter  teft,  than  any  other 
that  the  law  has  yet  invented. 

For,  from  the  firft  time. that  thefe  ferries  ap- 
peared in  the  world,  it  has  been  always  found,  by 
their  whole  proceedings,  that  they  profefled  an  utter 
hatred  to  kingly  government.  I  can  recollect  at 
prefent  three  civil  eftablifhments,  where  Calvinifts, 
and  fome  other  reformers  who  reje&ed  epifcopacy, 
poflefs  the  fupreme  power ;  and  thefe  are  all  repub- 
licks ;  I  mean  Holland,  Geneva,  and  the  reformed 
Swifs  cantons.  I  do  not  fay  this  in  diminution  or 
difgrace  to  commonwealths ;  wherein  I  confefs  I 
have  much  altered  many  opinions  under  which  I  was 
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educated,  having  been  led  by  fome  obfervation^ 
long  experience,  and  a  thorough  deteftation  for  the 
corruptions  of  mankind  :  infomuch  that  I  am  now 
jufcly  liable  to  the  cenfure  of 'Hobb^s,  who  com- 
plains, that  the  youth  of  England  imbibe  ill  opi- 
nions from  reading  the  hiftories  of  ancient  Greece 
and  Rome,  thofe  renowned  fcenes  of  liberty  and 
every  virtue. 

But  as  to  monarchs,  who  rauft  be  fuppofed  well 
to  ftudy  ?md  underftand  their  own  intereft  ;  they 
will  beft  cpnfider,  whether  thofe  people,  who  in 
all  their  a&ions,  preachings,  and  writings,  have 
openly  declared  themfelves  againft  regal  power, 
are  to  be  fafely  placed  in  an  equal  degree  of  favour 
and  trull,  with  thofe,  who  have  been  always  found 
the  true  and  only  friends  to  the  Englifh  eftablifh- 
%  ment.  From  which  consideration,  I  could  have 
added  one  more  article  to  my  new  teft,  if  I  had 
thought  it  worth  my  time. 

I  have  been  aflured  by  fome  perfons  who  were 
prefent,  that  feveral  of  thefe  diflenting  teachers, 
xipon  their  firft  arrival  *  hither  to  folicit  the  repeal 
of  the  teft,  were  pleafed  to  exprefs  their  gratitude 
by  publicly  drinking  the  healths  of  certain  eminent 
patrons,  whom  they  pretend  to  have  found  among 
vs.  If  this  be  true,  and  that  the  teft  muft  be  deli* 
vered  up  by  the  very  fuperiors  appointed  to  defend 
it ;  the  affair  is  already  in  efFedt  at  an  end.  What 
fecret  reafons  thofe.  patrons  may  have  given  for 
inch  a  return  of  brotherly  love,   I  fhall  not  en- 

*  Arrival  hither,  is^not  Englifh  \  it  fhould  be,  arrival  here. 
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quire :  "  for,  O  ray  foul,  come  not  thou  into  their 
44  fecret ;  unto  their  afTembly,  mine  honour,  be 
"  not  thou  united.  For,  in  their  anger  they  flew 
44  a  man,  and  in  their  felf-will  they  digged  down 
44  a  walL  Curfed  be  their  anger,  for  it  was  fierce, 
44  and  their  wrath,  for  it  was  cruel,  I  will  divide 
xc  them  in  Jacob,  and  fcatter  them  in  Ifrael." 
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REPEALING.  THE  SACRAMENTAL  TEST> 
IMPARTIALLY    CONSIDERED, 

Written  in  the  year  1732, 

WHOEVER    writes  impartially   upon    thi^ 
fubjed,  muft  do  it  not  only  as  a  mere  fe- 
cular  man,  but  as  one  who  is  altogether  indifferent 
to  any  particular  fyftem  of  Chriftianity.     And  I 
think,   in  whatever  country  that  religion  predo- 
minates, there  is  one  certain  form  of  worfhip  and 
ceremony,  which  is  looked  upon  as  the  eftablifhed; 
and  confequently,  only  the  priefts  of  that  particular 
form  are  maintained  at  the  public  charge ;  and  all 
civil    employments  bellowed   among    thofe    who 
comply  (at  leaft  outwardly)  with  the  fame  efta- 
bliflrment. 

This  method  is  ftridly  obferved,  even  by  our 
neighbours  the  Dutch  j  w}io  are  confefled  to  allow 
the  fulleft  liberty  of  confeience  of  any  Chriftian 
ftate,  and  yet  are  never  known  to  admit  any  perfons 
into  civi|  offices,  who  do  not  conform  to  the  legal 
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worfhip.  As  tp  theip  military  men,  they  are  inr 
deed  not  fo  fcrupulous,j  being,  by  the  nature  of 
their  government,  undei?^  aeceflity  of  hiring  fo-? 
reign  troops  of  whartever  religious  denomination 
upon  every  great  emergency^  and  *  maintaining  no 
fmall  number  in  time  of  peace.  * 

This  caution  therefore  of  making  one  eflablifhed 
faith,  feems  to  be  univerfal,  and  founded  upon  the 
flrongeft  reafons ;  the  miftaken,  or  affe&ed  zeal  of 
obftinacy  and  enthufiafm,  having  produced  fuch  a 
number  of  horrible  deftrudtive  events  throughout % 
all  Chriftendom.  For,  whoever  begins  to  think 
the  national  worfhip  is  wrong  in  any  important 
article  of  practice  or  belief,  will,  if  he  be  ferious, 
naturally  have  a  zeal  to  make  as  many  profelytes  as 
he  can  :  and  a  nation  may  poflibly  have  a  hundred 
different  feds  with  their  leaders ;  every  one  of  which 
has  an  equal  right  to  plead,  that  they  muft  "  obey 
4f  God  rather  than  man ;"  muft  "  cry  aloud  and  fpare 
u  not ;"  muft  "  lift  up  their  voice  like  a  trumpet." 

This  was  the  very  cafe  of  England  during  the 
fanatic  times.  And  againft  all  this  there  feems  to 
be  no  defence,  but  that  of  fupporting  one  efta- 
blifhed  form  of  do&rine  and  difcipline  ;  leaving 
the  reft  to  a  bare  liberty  of  confcience,  but  with- 
out any  maintenance  or  encouragement  from  the 
publick. 

Wherever  this  national  religion  grows  fo  corrupt, 
or  is  thought  to  do  fo  by  a  very  great  majority  of 
landed  people,  joined  to  the  governing  party,  whe- 
ther prince  or  fenate,  or  both,  it  ought  to  be 
phanged,  provided  the  work  might  be  done  with- 
*  .out 
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out  blood  or  confufion.  Yet,  whenever  fuch  a 
change  fhall  be  made,  fame  other  eftabliflin*ent 
muft  fucceed,  although  for  the  worfe ;  allowing  all 
deviations,  that  would  break  the  union,  to  be  only 
tolerated.  In  this  fenfe,  thofe  who  affirm  that  every 
law,  which  is  contrary  to  the  law  of  God,  is  void 
in  itfelf,  feem  to  be  miftaken :  for  many  laws  in 
popifh  kingdoms  and  ftates,  many  more  among  the 
Turks,  and  perhaps  not  a  few  in  other  countries, 
are  dire&ly  againft  the  divine  laws  ;  and  yet,  God 
knows,  are  very  far  from  being  void  in  the  exe- 
cutive part. 

Thus,  for  inftance,  if  the  three  eftates  of  parlia- 
ment in  England  (whereof  the  lords  fpiritual,  who 
reprefent  the  church,  are  one)  fhould  agree  and  ob- 
tain the  royal  aflent  to  abolifli  epifcopacy,  toge- 
ther with  the  liturgy,  and  the  whole  frame  of  the 
Englifh  church,  as  burdenfome,  dangerous,  and 
•  contrary  to  holy  fcripture;  and  that  prefbytery, 
anabaptifm,  quakerifm,  independency,  Muggleto- 
nianifm,  Browniim,  familifm,  or  any  other  fub- 
divided  fed  among  us,  Ihould  be  eftablifhed  in  its 
place  :  without  queftion  all  peaceable  fubje&s  ought 
paffively  to  fubmit,  and  the  predominant  fe<3:  muft 
become  the  religion  eftablifhed  ;  the  publick  main- 
taining no  other  teachers,  nor  admitting  any  per- 
ions  of  a  different  religious  profeffion  into  civil 
offices,  at  leaft  if  their  intention  be  to  preferve  the 
nation  in  peace. 

Suppoiing  then  that  the  prcfent  fyftem  of  religioi 
were  aboliflied;  and  prefbytery,  which  I  find  ftaudi 
the  faireft,  with  its  fynods  and  clafles,  and  all  its 
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forms  and  ceremonies,  effential  or  circumftantial* 
were  eredted  into  the  national  worfhip  :  their 
teachers,  and  no  others,  could  have  any  legal 
claim  to  be  fupported  at  the  public  charge,  whe- 
ther by  ftipends  or  tithes ;  and  only  the  reft 
of  the  fame  faith  to  be  capable  of  civil  employ-; 
ments. 

If  there  be  any  true  reafoning  in  what  I  have 
laid  down,  it  ihould  feem,  that  the  project  now 
in  agitation  for  repealing  the  teft  a£t,  and  yet  leav- 
ing the  name  of  an  eftablifhment  to  the  prefent 
national  church,  is  altogether  inconfiftent ;  and 
may  admit  of  confequences,  which  thofe  who  are 
the  moft  indifferent  to  any  religion  at  all,  are  pof- 
fibly  not  aware  of. 

I  prefume,  whenever  the  teft  fhall  be  repealed* 
which  obliges  all  men,  who  enter  into  office  under 
the  crown,  to  receive  the  facrament  according  to  the 
rites  of  the  church  of  Ireland ;  the  way  to  employ- 
ments will  immediately  be  left  open  to  all  diflentera 
(except  papifts)  whofe  confciences  can  fuffer  them, 
to  take  the  common  oaths  in  fuch  cafes  prefcribed  ; 
after  which,  they  are  qualified  to  fill  any  lay-fta- 
tion  in  this  kingdom,  from  that  of  chief  governor 
to  an  excife-man. 

Thus,  of  the  three  judges  on  each  bench,  the  firft 
n\ay  be  a  prefbyterian,  the  fecond  a  free-will  bap- 
tift,  and  the  third  a  churchman ;  the  lord  chancellor 
may  be  an  independent ;  the  revenues  may  be  ma^ 
naged  by  feven  commiflioners  of  as  many  different 
fe&s ;  and  the  like  of  all  other  employments :  not 
to  mention  the  ftrong  probability,  that  the  lawful- 
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nefs  of  taking  oaths  may  be  revealed  to  the  quakers, 
who  then  will  (land  upon  as  good  a  foot  for  pre- 
ferment as  any  other  loyal  fubjedts.  It  is  obvious 
to  imagine,  that  under  fuch  a  motley  adminiftra- 
tion  of  affairs,  what  a  clafhing  there  will  be  of  in- 
tereft  and  inclinations ;  what  pullings  and  hawlings 
backwards  and  forwards ;  what  a  zeal  and  bias  in 
each  religionift,  to  advance  his  own  tribe,  and  de- 
prefs  the  others.  For  I  fuppofe  nothing  will  be 
readier  *  granted,  than  that  how  indifferent  fog yer 
moft  men  are  in  faith  and  morals,  yet,  whether 
out  of  artifice,  natural  complexion,  or  love  of  con- 
tradiction, none  are  more  obftinate  in  maintaining 
their  own  opinions,  and  worrying  all  who  differ 
from  them,  than  thofe  who  publicly  fhew  the  leaft 
fenfe  either  of  religion  or  common  honefty. 

As  to  the  latter,  bifhop  Burnet  tells  us,  that  the 
prefbyterians,  in  the  fanatic  times,  profeffed  them- 
felves  to  be  above  morality ;  which,  as  we  find  tn 
fome  of  their  writings,  was  numbered  among  the 
beggarly  elements  :  and  accordingly  at  this  day,  no 
fcruples  of  confcience  with  regard  to  conformity 
are,  in  any  trade  or  calling,  inconfiftent  with  the 
greateft  fraud,  oppreflions,  perjury,  or  any  other 
vice. 

This  brings  to  my  memory  a  paffage  in  Mon- 
taigne, of  a  common  proftitute,  who  in  the  donn- 
ing of  a  town,  when  a  foldier  came  up  to  her  cham- 
ber and  offered  violence  to  her  chaftity,  rather 
chofe  to  venture  her  neck  by  leaping  out  of  the 


*  ReadJer  granted— »a  bad  idiom ;    it  (hould  be— more  n 
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window,  than  fuffer  a  rape  ;  yet  ftill  continued  her 
trade  of  lewdnefs,  while  fhe  had  any  cuftomera 
left. 

I  confefs,  that  in  my  private  judgment,  an  un- 
limited permifiion  of  all  fedts  whatfoever  (except 
papifts)  to  enjoy  employments,  would  be  lefs  perni- 
cious to  the  publick,  than  a  fair  ftruggle  between 
two  contenders ;  becaufe,  in  the  former  cafe,  fuch 
a  jumble  of  principles  might  poflibly  have  the  ef- 
fect of  contrary  poifons  mingled  together  ;  which 
a  ftrong  conftitution  might  perhaps  be  able  for  fome 
time  to  furvive. 

But  however  I  fhall  take  the  other  and  more 
probable  fuppofition,  that  this  battle  for  employ- 
ments is  to  be  fought  only  between  the  prefbyte- 
rians,  and  thofe  of  the  church  yet  eftablifhed.     I 
fliall  not  enter  into  the  merits  of  either  fide,  by  ex- 
amining which  of  the  two  is  the  better  fpiritual 
ceconomy,  or  which  is  moft  fuited  to  our  civil  con- 
ftitution :  but  the  queftion  turns  upon  this  point : 
when  the  prefbyterians  fhall  have  got  their  (hare  of 
employments  (which  muft  be  one  full  half,  or  elfe 
they  cannot  look  upon  themfelves  as  fairly  dealt 
with)  I  afk,  whether  they  ought  not,  by  their  own 
principles,  and  by  the  ftri&eft  rules  of  confcience, 
to  ufe  the  utmoft  of  their  fkill,  power,  and  influ- 
ence, in  order  to  reduce  the  whole  kingdom  to  a 
uniformity  in  religion,  both  as  to  dodhine  and  dif- 
cipline,  moft  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God.  Where- 
in if  they  can  fucceed  without  blood  (as  under  the 
prefent  difpofition  of  things  it  is  very  poflible  they 
may)  it  is  Co  be  hoped  they  will  at  laft  be  fatisfied  : 
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only  I  would  warn  them  of  a  few  difficulties.  The 
firft  is,  of  compromifing  among  themfehres,  that 
important  controverfy  about  the  old  light  and  the 
new;  which  otherwife  may,  after  this  eftablifli- 
ment,  Tplit  them  as  wide  as  papift  and  proteftant, 
whig  and  tory,  or  churchman  and  diflenter  ;  and 
confequently  the  work  will  be  to  begin  again :  for, 
in  religious  quarrels,  it  is  of  little  moment  how  few 
or  fmall  the  differences  are ;  efpecially  when  the 
difpute  is  only  about  power.  Thus,  the  zealous 
prefbyterians  of  the  north,  are  more  alienated  from 
the  eftablifhed  clergy,  than  from  the  Romifh  priefts  j 
taxing  the  former  with  idolatrous  worfhip,  as  dif* 
guifed  papifts,  ceremony-mongers,  and  many  other 
terms  of  art ;  and  this  for  a  very  powerful  reafbn  ; 
becaufe  the  clergy  ftand  in  their  way,  which  the 
popifh  priefts  do  not.  Thus,  I  am  affured,  that  the 
quarrel  between  old  and  new  light-men  is  managed 
with  more  rage  and  rancour,  than  any  other  difpute 
of  the  higheft  importance;  and  this,  becaufe  it 
ferves  to  leflen  or  increafe  their  feveral  congre- 
gations, from  whom  they  receive  their  contri- 
butions. •_..-.,-.    .  .. 

Another  difficulty,  which  may  embarrafs  the 
pre(byterian9  after  their  eftablifhment,  will  be,  how 
to  adjuft  their  claim  of  the  kirk's  independency  on 
the  civil  power,  with  the  conftitution  of  this  mo- 
narchy ?  a  point  fo  delicate,  that  it  has  often  filled 
the  heads  of  great  patriots  with  dangerous  notions 
of  the  church-clergy,  without  the  leaft  ground  of 
fufpicion. 
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As  to  the  prefbyterians  allowing  liberty  of  con- 
fcience  to  thofe  epifcopal  principles,  when  their' 
own  kirk  fhall  be  predominant ;  their  writers  are 
fo  univerfally  agreed  in  the  negative,  as  well  as  their 
pra&ice  during  Oliver's  reign,  that  I  believe  no 
reafonable  churchman  (who  rauft  then  be  a  dif- 
fenter)  will  expeft  it* 

I  (hall  here  take  notice,  that  in  the  divifion  of 
employments  among  the  prefbyterians,  after  this 
approaching  repeal  of  the  teft-a£t,  fuppofing  them 
in  proper  time  to  have  an  equal  fhare,  the  odds 
will  be  three  or  four  to  one  on  their  fide,  in  any 
farther  fcheme  they  may  have  towards  making 
their  religion  national.  For,  I  reckon  all  thofe 
gentlemen  fent  over  from  England,  whatever  reli- 
gion they  profefs,  or  have  been  educated  In,  to  be 
of  that  party :  fince  it  is  no  mark  of  prudence  for 
any  perfons  to  oppofe  the  current  of  a  nation, 
where  they  are  in  fome  fort  only  fojourners;  unlefs 
they  have  it  in  dire&ion. 

If  there  be  any  maxim  in  politicks  not  to  be 
controuled,  it  muft  be  the  following :  that  thofe, 
whofe  private  intereft  is  united  with,  the  intereft  of 
their  country,  fuppofing  them  to  be  of  equfcl  under- 
ftanding  with  the  reft  of  their  neighbours,  will 
heartily  wifh  that  the  nation  fhoulfd  thrive.  Out 
of  thefe,  are  indubitably  excepted,  ;  all  perfons  who 
are  fent  from  another  kingdom  to  be  employed  in 
pkces  of  profit  or  power ;  becauf  e  they  cannot 
polfibly  bear  any  affedtion  to  the  pi  ace  where  they 
fojourn,  even  for  life  ;  their  fole  b\  lfincfs  being  to 
advance  themfelves,  by  following  the  advice  of  their 
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principals.  I  except  likewife  thofe  perfons  who  are 
taken  into  office,  although  natives  of  the  land ;  be* 
caufe  they  are  greater  gainers,  while  they  keep 
their  offices,  than  they  could  poffibly  be,  by  mend- 
ing the  miferable  condition  of  their  country. 

I  except,  thirdly,  alj  hopers,  who  by  balancing 
accounts  with  themfelves  turn  the  fcale  on  the  lame 
fide  ;  becaufe  the  ftrong  expectation  of  a  good  cer- 
tain falary,  will  outweigh  the  lofs  by  bad  rents;  re- 
ceived out  of  lands  in  money-lefs  times. 

If  my  lords  the  bifhops,  who  I  hear  are  now 
employed  in  a  fcheme  for  regulating  the  condufl 
and  maintenance  of  the  inferior  .clergy,  fhall  in 
their  wifdom,  and  piety,  and  love  of  the  church, 
confent  to  this  repeal  of  the  teft,  I  have  not  the 
leaft  doubt  that  the  whole  reverend  body  will  cheer- 
fully fubmit  to  their  fpiritual  fathers ;  of  whole  pa- 
ternal tendernefs  for  their  welfare,  they  have  found 
£o  mamy  amazing  instances. 

I  am  not  therefore  under  the  leaft  coftcefn  about 
the  clergy  on  this  account.  They  will  (for  fomet^fce) 
be  no  great  fufFerers  by  this  repeal;  becattfelicamiot 
recolle£t,  among  all  our  feds,*  any  one,  tiyrt  gjves 
latitude  enough  to  take  the  oaths  required  $t  an  in- 
ftitution  to  a  church-living  j  and  until  t^t  bar 
fhall  be  removed,,  the  prefent  epifcopal  elergf  are 
fafe  for  two  y^ears.  Although  it  may  be  tho$bt 
fomewhaj  unequal,  that  in  the  northern  parts,  wH? 
there  may  be  three  diflenters  to  one  churchman,  A 
whole  revenue  fhall  be  engrofled  by  him,  who  hi 
fo  fmail  a  part  of  the  cure.  l 
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It  is  true  indeed,  that  this  difadvantage,  which 
the  diflonters  at  prefent  lie  under,  of  a  difability  to 
receive  church-preferments,  will  be  eafily  ^erne- 
died  by  the  repeal  of  the  teft.  For,  the  dilut- 
ing teachers  are  under  no  incapacity  of  accepting 
civil  and  military  employments;  wherein  they  agree 
perfe&ly  with  the  popifti  clergy ;  among  wh^n^ 
great  cardinals  and  prelates  have  been  commanders 
of  armies,  chief  minifters,  knights  of  many  orders, 
imbafladors,  fecretaries  of  ftate,  and  in  mod  high 
offices  under  the  crown  ;  although  they  aflert  the 
indelible  character,  which  no  fedtaries  among  us 
did  ever  aflume.  But  that  many,  both  prefbyte- 
rians  and  independents,  commanders  as  well  as 
private  foldiers,  were  profefled  teachers  in  the  time 
:>f  their  dominion,  is  allowed  by  all.  Cromwell 
bimfelf  was  a  preacher;  and  has  left. us  one  of  his 
ermons  in  print,  exadtly  in  the  fame  ftyle  and 
manner  with  thofe  of  our  modern  prefbyterian 
eachers :  fo  was  colonel  Howard,  Sii:  George 
[)ownmg,„ajKl  feveial  others,  whofe  names  are  on 
ecord..  *  *I  can  therefore  fee  no  retffon,  why  a 
)ain'ful  pfefbylerian  teacher,  as  foon  as  the  teft 
hall  be  repealed,  may  not  be  privileged  to  hold, 
long  with  the  fpiritual  office  and  ftipend,  a  com- 
niflion  in  the  army  or  the  civil  lift,  In  oommendam : 
or,  as  I  take  it,  the  Church  of  England  ns  the  only 
ody  of  Chriftians,  which  in  effeft  difqualifies  thofe, 
flio  are  employed  to  preach  its  do&rine,  from 
paring  in  the  civil  power,  farther  than  as  feuafors : 
Bt  this  was  a  privilege  begun  in  times  of  popery, 
lany  hundred  years  before  the  Reformation,  and 
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woven  with  the  very  inftitution  of  our  limited  mo- 
narchy. 

There  is  indeed  another  method,  whereby  the 
(lipends  of  diflenting  teachers  may  be  raifed,  and 
the  farmer  much  relieved ;  if  it  fhould  be  thought 
proper  to  reward  a  people  fo  deferring,  and  fo  loyal 
by  their  principles.  Every  bifhop,  upon  the  va- 
cancy of  a  church-living,  can  fequefter  the  profits 
for  the  ufe  of  the  next  incumbent.  Upon  a  lapfe 
of  half  a  year,  the  donation  falls  to  the  archbifhop, 
and  after  a  full  year  to  the  crown,  during  pleafurc* 
Therefore  it  would  be  no  hardfhip  for  any  clergy- 
man alive,  if  (in  thofe  parts  of  Ireland,  where  the 
number  of  fe&aries  much  exceeds  that  of  the  conr- 
formifts)  the  profits,  when  fequeftered,  might  be 
applied  to  the  fupportof  the  diflenting  teacher,  who 
*has  fo  many  fouls  to  take  care  of:  whereby  the 
poor  tenants  would  be  much  relieved  in  thofe  hard 
times,  and  in  a  better  condition  to  pay  their  rents. 

But  there  is  another  difficulty  in  this  matter, 
againft  which  a  remedy  does  not  fo  readily  occur. 
For,  fuppofing  the  teft-a£t  repealed,  and  the  dif- 
fenters,  in  confequence,  fully  qualified  for  all  fecuhx 
employments  ;  the  queftion  may  ftill  be  put,  whe- 
ther thofe  of  Ireland  will  be  often  the  perfons  on 
whom  they  (hall  be  bellowed ;  becaufe  it  is  ima- 
gined, there  may  be  *  another  feminary  in  view, 
more  numerous,  and  more  needy,  as  well  as  ntMe 
meriting,  and  more  eafily  contented  with  GiA 
low  offices  ;  which  fome  nearer  neighbours,  hasffly 
think  it  worth  (lining  from  their  chimney-fidea  to. 

*  Scotland. 
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obtain.  And  I  am  toW,  if  is  the  common  pra&ice 
of  thofe  who  are  fkilted  in  the  management  of 
bees,  that  when  they  fee  a  foreign  fwarm  at  fome 
diftance,  approaching  with  an  intention  to  plunder 
their  hiv»,  thefe  artifts  have  a  trkk  ta  divert  them 
into  feme  neighbouring  apiary,  there  to  make  what 
havock  they  pteafe.  Thb  I  ftould  not  have  hinted, 
if  I  had  not  knowq  it  already  to  have  gotten  ground 
in  many  fufpe&ing  heads;  for  it  is  the  peculiar 
talent  .of ^this  nation  to  fee  dangers  afar  off:  to  all 
which  I  can  only  fay,  that  our  native  prefbyterians 
muft,  by  pains  and  induftry,  raife  fuch  a  fund  of 
merit,  as  will  anfwer  to  a  birth  fix  degrees  more 
to  the  north.  If  they  cannot  arrive  at  this  per- 
fection, as  feveral  of  the  eftablifhed  church  have 
compared  by  indefatigable  pains,  I  do  not  well  fee 
how  their  affairs  will  much  mend  by  repealing  the 
teft :  for,  to  be  qualified  by  law  to  accept  an  em- 
ployment, and  yet  to  be  difqualified  in  fadl,  as  it 
will  much  increafe  the  mortification,  fo  it  will 
withdraw  the  pity  of  many  among  their  well- 
wifhers,  and  utterly  deprive  them  of  that  merit 
they  have  fo  long  made,  of  being  a  loyal  true 
proteftant  people,  perfecuted  only  for  religion. 

If  this  happen  to  be  their  cafe,  they  muft  wait 
maturity  of  time;  until  they  can,  by  prudent 
gentle  fteps,  make  their  faith  become  the  religion 
eftablifhed  in  the  nation;  after  which,  I  do  not 
in  the  leaft  doubt  that  they  will  take  the  moft  ef- 
fectual methods  to  fecure  their  power,  againft  thofe 
who  muft  then  be  diflenters  in  their  turn;  whereof, 
if  we  may  form  a  future  opinion  from  preterit 
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times,  and  the  dLfpofitions  of  diffenters,  who  love 
to  make  a  thorough  reformation,  the  number  and 
qualities  will  be  very  inconfiderable. 

Thus  I  have,  with  the  utmoft  fmcerity,  after 
long  thinking,  given  my  judgment  upon  this  ar- 
duous affair ;  but  with  the  utmoft  deference  and 
fubmiffion  to  public  wifdom  and  power. 
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Written  in  the  Year  1732. 

Query,  \7T7HETHER  hatred  and  violence 
between  parties  in  a  ftate,  be  not 
more  inflamed  by  different  views  of  intereft,  than 
by  thg  greater  or  lefler  differences  between  them, 
either  in  religion  or  government  ? 

Whether  it  be  any  part  of  the  queftion  at  this 
time,  which  of  the  two  religions  is  worfe,  popery 
or  fanaticifm  ;  or  not  rather,  which  of  the  two 
(having  both  the  fame  good  will)  is  in  the  hopeful- 
eft  condition  to  ruin  the  church  ? 

Whether  the  fe&aries,  whenever  they  come  to 
prevail,  will  not  ruin  the  church  as  infallibly  and 
effe&ually  as  the  papifts  F 

Whether  the  prevailing  fe&aries  could  allow 
liberty  of  confeience  to  diflenters,  without  belying 
all  their  former  pra&ice,  and  almoft  all  their 
former  writings  ? 

Whether  many. hundred  thoufand  Scotch pref- 
byterians  are  not  fully  as  virulent  againft  the  epif- 
copal  church,  as  they  are  againft  the  papifts  j  or  as 
they  would  have  us  think  the  papifts  are  againft 
them  ? 
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Whether  the  Dutch,  who  are  mod  diftingui&ed 
for  allowing  liberty  of  'confcience,  do  ever  admit 
any  perfons,  who  profefs  a  different  fcheme  of  wor- 
Ihip  from  their  own,  into  civil  employments,  al- 
though they  may  be  forced  by  the  nature  of  their 
government  to  receive  mercenary  troops  of  all  re- 
ligions ? 

Whether  the  diflenters  ever  pretended,  until  of 
late  years,  to  defire  more.than  a  bare  toleration  ? 

Whether,  if  it  be  true,  what  a  forry  pamphleteer 
aflerts,  who  lately  writ  for  repealing  the  teft,  that 
the  diflenters  in  this  kingdom  are  equally  nume- 
rous with  the  churchmen,  it  would  not  be  a  neceflary 
point  of  prudence,  by  all  proper  and  lawful  means, 
to  prevent  their  farther  increafe  ? 

The  great  argument  given,  by  thofe  whom  they 
call  low  churchmen,  to  juftify  the  large  tolera- 
tions allowed  to  diflenters,  has  been ;  that  by  fuch 
indulgences,  the  rancour  of  thofe  fe&aries  would 
gradually  wear  off,  many  of  them  would  come 
over  to  us,  and  their  parties,  in  a  little  time, 
crumble  to  nothing. 

S^uery^  Whether  if  what  the  above  pamphleteer 
aflerts,  that  the  fe&aries  are  equal  in  numbers  with 
conformifts,  be  true,  it  does  not  clearly  follow, 
that  thofe  repeated  tolerations,  have  operated  di- 
redtly  contrary,  to  what  thofe  low  church  politi- 
cians pretended  to  forefee  and  expe£t  ? 

Whether  any  clergyman,  however  dignified  or 
diftinguifhed,  if  he  think  his  own  profeffion  moft 
agreeable  to  holy  fcripture,  and  the  primitive 
churchy  can  really  wifl*  in  his  heart,  that  all  fec- 
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taries  fhould  be  upon  an  equal  foot  with  the 
churchmen,  in  the  point  of  civil  power  and  em- 
ployments ? 

Whether  epifcopacy,  which  is  held  by  the 
church  to  be  a  divine  and  apoftolical  inftitution, 
be  not  a  fundamental  point  of  religion,  particularly 
in  that  effential  one  of  conferring  hoiy  orders  ? 

Whether,  by  neceffary  confequences,  the  feveral 
expedients  among  the  fedtaries  to  conftitute  their 
teachers,  are  not  abfolutely  null  and  void  ? 

Whether  the  fe&aries  will  ever  agree  to  accept 
ordination  only  from  bifhops  ? 

Whether  the  bifhops  and  clergy  will  be  content 
to  give  up  epifcopacy,  as  a  point  indifferent,  with- 
out which  the  church  can  well  fubfift  ? 

Whether  that  great  tendernefs  towards  fe&aries, 
which  now  fo  much  prevails,  be  chiefly  owing  to 
the  fears  of  popery,  or  to  that  fpirit  of  atheifm,  de- 
ifm,  fcepticifm,  and  univerfal  immorality,  which 
all  good  men  fo  much  lament  ? 

Granting  popery  to  have  many  more  errors  in 
religion,  than  any  one  branch  of  the  fedtaries,  let 
us  examine  the  a&ions  of  both,  as  they  have  eacfy 
affeded  the  peace  of  thefe  kingdoms,  with  allow- 
ance for  the  fhort  time  which  the  fe&aries  had  to 
&£t  in,  who  are  in  a  manner  but  of  yefterday.  The 
papifts,  in  the  time  of  king  James  the  Second,  ufed 
all  endeavours  to  eftablifh  their  fuperftition,  wherein 
$hey  failed,  by  the  united  power  of  Englifh  church- 
proteftants,  with  the  prince  of  Orange's  affiftance. 
But  it  cannot  be  afferted,  that  thefe  bigoted  pia- 
pifts  bad  the  leaft  defign  to  opppfe  or  murder  their 
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king,  much  lefs,  to  abolifh  kingly  government; 
nor  was  it  their  intereft  or  inclination  to  attempt 
either. 

On  the  other  fide  the  puritans,  who  had  aim  oft 
from  the  beginning  of  queen  Elizabeth's  reign  been 
a  perpetual  thorn  in  the  church's  fide,  joining  with 
the  Scotch  enthufiafts,  in  the  time  of  king  Charles 
the  Firft,  were  the  principal  caufe  of  the  Iriih  re- 
bellion and  maflacre,  by  diftreffing  that  prince,  and 
making  it  impoffible  for  him  to  fend  over  timely 
fuccours.  And  after  that  prince  had  fatisfied  his 
parliament  in  every  fingle  point  to  be  complained 
of,  the  fame  fe&aries,  by  poifoning  the  minds  and 
affe&ions  of  the  people,  with  the  moft  falfe  and 
wicked  reprefentations  of  their  king,  were  able,  in 
the  compafs  of  a,  few  years,  to  embroil  the  three 
nations  in  a  bloody  rebellion,  at  the  expence  of 
many  thoufand  lives ;  to  turn  the  kingly  power 
into  anarchy ;  to  murder  their  prince  in  the  face 
of  the  world,  and  (in  their  own  ftyle)  to  deftrojr 
the  church  root  and  branch. 

The  account  therefore  (lands  thus.  The  papifts 
aimed  at  one  pernicious  aft,  which  was  to  deftrojr 
the  proteftant  religion ;  wherein  by  God's  mercy, 
and  the  afliftance  of  our  glorious  king  William, 
tfrey  abfolutely  failed.  The  fe&aries  attempted 
the  three  moft  infernal  adlions  that  could  poffibly 
epter  into  the  hearts  of  men  forfaken  by  God; 
which  were,  the  murder  of  a  moft  pious  king,  the 
deftru&ion  of  the  monarchy,  and  the  extirpation 
of  the  church  j  and  fucceeded  in  them  all, 
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Upon  which  I  put  the  following  queries :  Whe- 
ther any  of  thofe  fe&aries  have  ever  yet  in  a  folemn 
public  manner  renounced  any  one  of  thofe  prin- 
ciples, upon  which  their  predeceflbrs  then  aded  ? 

Whether,  confidering  the  cruel  perfections  of 
the  epifcopal  church  during  the  courfe  of  that  horrid 
rebellion,  and  the  confequences  of  it  until  the  happy 
Reftoration,  it  is  not  manifeft,  that  the  perfecuting 
fjpirit  lies  fo  equally  divided  between  the  papifts  and 
the  fedaries,  that  a  feather  would  turn  the  balance 
on  either  fide  ? 

And  therefore,  laftly,  Whether  any  perfon  of 
common  understanding,  who  profefles  himfelf  a 
member  of  the  church  eftablifhed,  although  per- 
haps with  little  inward  regard  to  any  religion 
(which  is  too  often  the  cafe)  if  he  loves  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  his.  country,  can,  after  cool  think- 
ing, rejoice  to  fee  a  power  placed  again  in  the 
hands  of  fo  reftlefs,  fo  ambitious,  and  fo  merci- 
lefs  a  fa&ion,  to  a£t  over  all  the  fame  parts  a  fe- 
cond  time  ? 

Whether  the  candour  of  that  expreflion,  fo 
frequent  of  late  in  fermons  and  pamphlets,  of 
the  ftrength  and  number  of  the  papifts  in  Ireland, 
can  be  juftified  ?  for,  as  to  their  number,  how- 
ever great,  it  is  always  magnified  in  proportion  to 
the  zeal  or  politicks  of  the  fpeaker  and  writer; 
but  it  is  a  grofs  impofition  upon  common  reafon, 
tu  terrify  us  with  their  ftrength.  For,  popery, 
under  the  circumftances  it  lies  in  this  kingdom, 
although  it  be  offenfive  and  inconvenient  enough 
from  the  confequences  it  has  to  $r*creafe  the  ra- 
pine, 
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pine,  floth,  and  ignorance,  as  well  as  poverty  of 
the  natives,  is  not  properly  dangerous  in  that 
&nfe,  as  fome  would  have  us  take  it ;  becaufe  it 
is  univerfally  hated  by  every  party  of  a  different 
religious  profeflion.  It  is  the  contempt  of  the 
wife;  the  beft  topick  for  clamours  of  defigning 
men;  but  the  real  terror  only  of  fools*  The 
landed  popifh  intereft  in  England,  far  exceeds  that 
among  us,  even  in  proportion  to  the  wealth  and 
extent  of  each  kingdom.  The  little  that  remains 
here,  is  daily  dropping  into  proteftant  hands,  by 
purchafe  or  defcent ;  and  that  affe&ed  complaint 
of  counterfeit  converts,  will  fall  with  the  caufe  of 
it  in  half  a  generation,  unlefs  it  be  raifed  or  kept 
alive  as  a  continual  fund  of  merit  and  eloquence. 
The  papifts  are  wholly  difarraed :  they  have  nei- 
ther courage,  leaders,  money,  or  inclinations  to 
rebel :  they  want  every  advantage  which  they 
formerly  poffeffed,  to  follow  their  trade;  and 
wherein,  even  with  thofe  advantages,  they  always 
mifcarried:  they  appear  very  eafy  and  fatisfied 
under  that  connivance,  which  they  enjoyed  during 
the  whole  laft  reign  ;  nor  ever  fcrupled  to  reproach 
another  party,  under  which  they  pretend  to  hate 
fuffered  fo  much  feverity. 

Upon  thefe  confiderations,  I  muft  confefs  to  have 
fufpended  much  of  my  pity  towards  the  great 
dreaders  of  popery  ;  many  of  whom  appear  to  be 
hale,  ftrong,  a&ive,  young  men;  who,  as  I  am 
told,  eat,  drink,  and  fleep  heartily ;  and  are 
very  cheerful  (as  they  have  exceeding  good  ret- 
fon)  upon  all  other  fubje&s.     However,  I  cannot 
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too  much  commend  the  generous  concern,  which 
our  neighbours,  and  others  who  come  from  the 
lame  neighbourhood,  are  fo  kind  to  exprefs  for 
us  upon  this  account;  although  the  former,  be 
farther  removed  from  the  danger  of  popery,  by 
twenty  leagues  of  felt  water  ;  but  this,  I  fear,  is  a 
digreflion. 

When  an  artificial  report  was  railed  here 
many  years  ago,  of  an  intended  invafion  by  the 
Pretender  (which  blew  over  after  it  had  done  hs 
office)  the  diflenters  argued,  in  their  talk  and  in 
their  pamphlets,  after  this  manner,  applying  them- 
felves  to  thofe  of  the  church :  "  Gentlemen,  if 
€i  the  Pretender  had  landed,  as  the  law  now 
€i  ftands,  we  durft  not  aflift  you ;  and  therefore, 
"  unlefs  you  take  off  the  teft,  whenever  you  fhall 
"  happen  to  be  invaded  in  earneft,  if  we  are  de- 
u  fired  to  take  up  arms  in  your  defence,  our  an- 
44  fwer  fhall  be,  u  Pray,  gentlemen,  fight  your 
own  battles  j  we  will  lie  by  quietly ;  conquer 
your  enemies  by  yourfelves,  if  you  can ;  we 
will  not  do  your  drudgery.5'  This  way  of  rea- 
foning  I  have  heard  from  feverai  of  their  chiefs  and 
abettors,  in  a  hundred  converfatipns  j  and  have 
read  it  in  twenty  pamphlets:  and  I  am  confident' 
it  will  be  offered  again,  if  the  project  fhould  fail  to 
take  off  the  teft. 

Upon  which  piece  of  oratory  and  reafoning  I 
form  the  following  query  :  Whether,  in  cafe  of 
an  invafion  from  the  Pretender  (which  is  not  quite 
id  probable  as  from  the  grand  fignior)  the  dif- 
fenters  can,  with  prudence  and  fafety, .  offer  the 
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the  fame  plea  ;  except  they  fhartl  have  made  a 
previous  flipulation  with  the  invaders  ?  And  whe- 
ther the  full  freedom  of  their  religion  and  trade, 
their  lives,  properties,  wives,  and  children,  are 
not,  and  have  not  always  been  reckoned,  fuffici- 
^nt  motives  for  repelling  invaiions  ;  especially  in 
our  fe&aries,  who  call  themfelves  the  trueft  pro* 
teftants',  by  virtue  of  their  pretended  or  real  fierce- 
nefs  againft  popery  ? 

Whether  omitting  or  negie&ing  to  celebrate 
the  day  of  the  martyrdom  of  the  blefled  king 
Charles  the  Firft,  enjoined  by  aft  of  parliament, 
can  be  juftly  reckoned  a  particular  and  diftinguiih- 
ing  mark  of  good  affedtibn  to  the  prefent  go- 
vernment ? 

Whether,  in  thofe,  churches  where  the  faid  day 
is  obferved,  it  will  fully  anfwer  the  intent  of  the 
faid  ad,  if  the  preacher  ihall  commend,  excufe, 
palliate,  or  extenuate  the  murder  of  that  royal 
martyr ;  and  place  the  guilt  of  that  horrid  rebel- 
lion, with  all  its  confequences,  the  following  ufurp- 
ations,  the  entire  definition  of  the  church,  the 
cruel  and  continual  perfecutions  of  thofe  who  could 
be  difcovered  to  profefs  its  dodtrines,  with  the  en- 
fuing  Babel  of  fanaticifm,  to  the  account  of  that 
bleiTed  king ;  who,  by  granting  the  petition  of 
right,  and  pafling  every  bill  that  could  be  alked 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  fubjeft,  had,  by  the  con- 
feffion  of  thofe  wicked  men  before  the  war  began, 
left  them  nothing  more  to  demand  ? 

.  Whether    fuch   a    preacher   as   I   have    named 
(whereof  there   have   been  more  than  one,    not 
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many  years  paft,  even  in  the  prefence  of  viceroys) 
who  takes  that  courfe  as  a  means  for  promotion, 
may  not  be  thought  to  ftep  a  little  out  of  the  com- 
mon road,  in  a  monarchy,  where  the  defcendants 
of  that  moft  blefled  martyr  have  reigned  to  this 
day  ? 

I  ground  the  reafon  of  making  thefe  queries  on 
the  title  of  the  att  j  to  which  I  refer  the  reader. 
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IT  is  well  known,  that  the  firft  conquerors  of 
of  this  kingdom  were  Englifh  catholicks,  fub- 
je£ts  to  Englifh  catholick  kings,  from  whom  by 
their  valour  and  fuccefs  they  obtained  large  por- 
tions of  land,  given  them  as  a  reward  for  their 
many  victories  over  the  Irifh  :  to  which  merit,  our 
brethren  the  diflenters,  of  any  denomination  what- 
foever,  have  not  the  leaft  pretenfions. 

It  is  confefled,  that  the  pofterity  of  thofe  firft 
victorious  catholicks,  were  often  forced  to  rife  in 
their  own  defence,  againft  new  colonies  from  Eng- 
land, who  treated  them  like  mere  native  Irifh  with 
innumerable  oppreffions,  depriving  them  of  their 
lands,  and  driving  them  by  force  of  arms  into  the 
moft  defolate  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  till,  in  & 
next  generation,  the  children  of  tbde  tyxaoto  *p 
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ufed  in  the  fame  manner,  by  new  Englifh  adven- 
turers; which  practice  continued  for  many,  centu- 
ries. But  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  no  infur- 
re&ions  were  ever  made,  except  after  great  oppref- 
fions  by  frelh  invaders  ;  whereas  all  the  rebellions 
of  puritans,  prefbyterians,  independents,  and  other 
fe&aries,  conftantly  began  before  any  provocations 
were  given,  except  that  they  were  not  fuffered  to 
change  the  government  in  church  and  ftate,  and 
feize  both  into  their  own  hands  ;  which,  however, 
at  laft  they  did,  with  the  murder  of  their  king,  and 
of  many  thoufands  of  his  bed  fubje&s. 

The  catholicks  were  always  defenders  of  -mo- 
narchy, as  conftituted  in  thefe  kingdoms ;  whereas* 
our  brethren  the  diffenters,  were  always  repub- 
licans both  in  principle  and  practice. 

It  is  well  known,  that  all  the  catholicks  of  thefe 
kingdoms,  both  priefts  and  laity,  are  true  whigs, 
in  the  beft  and  moft  proper  fenfe  of  the  word ; 
bearing  as  well  in  their  hearts,  as  in  their  outward 
profeflion,  an  entire  loyalty  to  the  royal  houfe  of 
Hanover,  in  the  perfon  and  pofterity  of  George  EL,, 
againft  the  Pretender  and  all  his  adherents;  to 
^which  they  think  themfelves  bound  in  gratitude,, 
as  well  as  confcience,  by  the  lenity  wherewith  they 
have  been  treated  fince  the  death  of  queen  Anne,. 
fo  different  from  what  they  fuffered  in  the  four  laft 
years  of  that  princefs,  during  the  adminiftration  pf 
that  wicked  minifter  the  earl  of  Oxford. 

The  catholicks  of  this  kingdom  humbly  hope, 
that  they  have  at  leaft  as  fair  a  tide,  as  any  of  their 
brother  diflenters,  to  the  appellation  of  proteftants. 
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They  have  always  protefted  againft  the  felling,  de-» 
throning,  or  murdering  their  kings;  againft  the 
ufurpations  and  avarice  of  the  court  of  Rome; 
againft  deifm,  atheifm,  focinianifm,  quakerifm, 
muggletonianifm,  fanaticifm,  brownifm,  a£  well  as 
againft  all  Jews,  Turks,  infidels,  and  heretitks. 
Whereas  the  title  of  proteftants  aflumed  by  the 
whole  herd  of  diflenters  (except  ourfelves)  depends 
entirely  upon  their  protefiing  againft  archbifhops* 
bifhops,  deans  and  chapters,  with  their  revenues ; 
and  the  whole  hierarchy  ;  which  are  the  very  ex- 
preffions  ufed  in  the  *  folemn  league  and  covenant, 
where  the  word  popery  is  only  mentioned  ad  in- 
vidiam ;  becaufe  the  catholicks  agree  with  the  epif- 
copal  church  in  thofe  fundamentals. 

Although  the  catholicks  cannot  deny,  that  in  the 
great  rebellion  againft  king  Charles  I.,  more  foldiers 
of  their  religion  were  in  the  parliament  army,  than  in 
his  majefty's  troops;  and  that  many  jefuits  and 
friars  went  about,  in  the  difguife  of  prefbyterian 
and  independent  minifters,  to  preach  up  rebellion, 
as  the  beft  hiftorians  of  thofe  times  inform  us ;  yet 
the  bulk  of  catholicks  in  both  kingdoms  preferved 
their  loyalty  entire. 

The  catholicks  have  fome  reafon  to  think  it  a 
little  hard,  when  their  enemies  will  not  pleafe  to 

•  A  folemn  league  and  covenant  entered  into  between  the  Scots 
and  Englifh  fanaticks  in  the  rebellion  againft  king  Charles  I.  16431 
by  which  they  folemnly  engaged  among  other  things, "  to  endeavour 
•'  the  extirpation  of  prelacy,  that  is,  church  government,  by  arch* 
**  bifhops,  bifhops,  deans,  archdeacons,  and  all  other  epifcopal  of- 
**  ficers  depending  on  that  hierarchy." 
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diftinguifh  between  the  rebellious  riot  committed 
by  that  brutal  ruffian  Sir  Phelim  O'Neal^  with  his 
tumultuous  crew  of  rabble,  and  the  forces  raifed 
afterwards  by  the  catholick  lords  and  gentlemen  of 
the  Englilh  pale,  in  defence  of  the  king,  after  the 
Englifh  rebellion  began.  It  is  well  known,  that  his 
majefty's  affairs  were  in  great  diftra&ion  fome  time 
before,  by  an  mvafion  of  the  covenanting,  Scottifh 
kirk  rebels,  and  by  the  bafe  terms  the  king  was 
forced  to  accept,  that  they  might  be  kept  in  quiet, 
at  a  juncture  when  he  was  every  hour  threatened 
at  home  by  that  fariatick  party,  which  foon  after  fet 
all  in  a  flame.  And  if  the  catholick  army  in  Ireland, 
fought  for  their  king,  againft  the  forces  fent  over 
by  the  parliament  then  in  adtual  rebellion  againft 
him,  what  perfon  of  loyal  principles  can  be  fo  par- 
tial as  to  deny  that  they  did  their  duty,  by  joining 
with  the  marquis  of  Ormond  and  other  command- 
ers, who  bore  their  commiflions  from  the  king  ? 
for  which,  great  numbers  of  them  loft  their  lives, 
and  forfeited  their  eftates  ;  a  great  part  of  the  latter 
being  now  poffefTed  by  many  defcendants  from  thofe 
very  men,  who  had  drawn  their  fwords  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  that  rebellious  parliament,  which  cut  off  his 
head,  and  deftroyed  monarchy.  And  what  is  more 
amazing,  although  the  fame  perfons,  when  the 
Irifh  were  intirely  fubdued,  continued  in  power 
under  the  rump,  were  chief  confidents  and  faithful 
fubje&s  to  Cromwell,  yet,  being  wife  enough  to 
forefee  a  reftoration,  they  feized  the  forts  and  caftles 
here  out  of  the  hands  of  their  old  brethren  in  re- 
bellion, for  the  fervice  of  the  king ;  j.uft  faving 
Vol.  V.  A  a  the 
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the  tide,  and  putting  in  a  ftock  of  merit  fufficient 
not  only  to  preferve  the  land  which  the  catholicks 
loft  by  their  loyalty,  but  likewife  to  preferve  their 
civil  and  military  employments,  or  be  higher  ad- 
vanced. 

Thofe  iniurre&ions  wherewith  the  catholicks  are 
charged,  from  the  beginning  of  the  feventeenth 
century  to  the  great  Engliih  rebellion,  were  occa- 
fioned  by  many  oppreffions  they  lay  under.  They 
had  no  intention  to  introduce  a  new  religion,  but 
to  enjoy  the  liberty  of  preferving  the  old  j  the  very 
fame  which  their  anceftors  profefled  from  the  time 
that  chriftianity  was  firft  introduced  into  this  ifland, 
which  was  by  catholicks;  but  whether  mingled 
with  corruptions,  as  fome  pretend,  does  not  belong 
to  the  queftion.  They  had  no  defign  to  change  the 
government ;  they  never  attempted  to  fight  againft, 
to  imprifon,  to  betray,  to  fell,  to  bring  to  a  trial, 
or  to  murder  their  king.  The  fchifmaticks  aded 
by  a  fpirit  diredtly  contrary ;  they  united  in  a  fo- 
Iemn  league  and  covenant  to  alter  the  whole  fyftem 
of  fpiritual  government,  eftablifhed  in  all  chriftian 
nations,  and  of  apoftolick  inftitution;  concluding 
the  tragedy  with  the  murder  of  the  king,  in  cold 
blood,  and  upon  mature  deliberation ;  at  the  fame 
time  changing  the  monarchy  into  a  common- 
wealth. 

The  catholicks  of  Ireland,  in  the  great  rebellion, 
loft  their  eftates  for  fighting  in  defence  of  their 
king.  The  fchifmaticks,  who  cut  off  the  father'* 
head,  forced  the  fon  to  fly  for  his  life,  and  over- 
turned the  whole  ancient  frame  of  government,  »- 
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ligious  and  civil;  obtained  grants  of  thofe  very 
eftates  which  the  catholicks  loft  in  defence  of  the 
ancient  conftitution,  many  of  which  eftates  are  at 
this  day  poflefled  by  the  pofterity  of  thofe  fchif- 
maticks  :  and  thus  they  gained  by  their  rebellion, 
what  the  catholicks  loft  by  their  loyalty. 

We  allow  the  catholicks-  to  be  brethren  of  the  dif- 
fenters;  fome  people  indeed  (which  we  cannot  al- 
low) would  have  them  to  be  our  children,  becaufe 
we  both  diffent  from  the  church  eftablifhed,  and 
both  agree  in  abolifhing  this  perfecuting  facramental 
teft;  by  which  negative  difcouragement,  we  are 
both  rendered  incapable  of  civil  and  military  em- 
ployments. However,  we  cannot  but  wonder  at 
the  bold  familiarity  of  thefe  fchifmaticks,  in  calling 
the  members  of  the  national  church,  their  brethren 
and  fellow  proteftants.  It  is  true  that  all  thefe  feds 
(except  the  catholicks)  are  brethren  to  each  other 
in  fa&ion,  ignorance,  iniquity,  perverfenefs,  pride, 
and  (if  we  except  the  quakers)  in  rebellion.  But, 
how  the  churchmen  can  be  ftyled  their  fellow-pro- 
teftants,  we  cannot  comprehend :  becaufe,  when 
the  whole  Babel  of  fe&aries  joined  againft  the 
church,  the  king,  and  the  nobility,  for  twenty 
years,  in  a  Match  at  Foot-ball,  where  the  proverb 
exprefsly  tells  us,  that  all  are  Fellows ;  while  the 
three  kingdoms  were  tofled  to  and  fro,  the  churches 
and  cities  and  royal  palaces  fhattered  to  pieces  by 
their  balls,  their  buffets,  and  their  kicks  ;  the  vic- 
tors would  allow  no  more  Fellows  at  Foot-ball ;  but 
murdered,   fequeftered,  plundered,   deprived,  ba- 
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nifhed  to  the  Plantations,  or  enflaved  all  their  op- 
pofers,  Who  had  loft  the  game. 

It  is  faid  the  world  is  governed  by  opinion  ;  and 
politicians  aflure  us,    that  all   power   is   founded 
thereupon.     Wherefore,  as  all  human  creatures  are 
fond  to  diftra&ion  of  their  own  opinions,  and  fo 
much  the  more,  as  thofe  opinions  are  abfurd,  ridi- 
culous, or  of  little  moment,  it  muft  follow,  that 
they  are  equally  fond  of  power.     But  no  opinions 
are  maintained  with  fo  much  obftinacy  as  thofe  in 
religion,  efpecially  by  fuch  zealots  who  never  bore 
the  leaft   regard  to  religion,  confeience,  honour, 
juftice,  truth,   mercy,    or  common  morality,  far- 
ther than  in  outward  appearance,  under  the  mafk 
of  hypocrify,  to  promote  their  diabolical  defigns. 
And  therefore  bifhop  Burnet,  one  of  their  oracles, 
tells  us  honeftly,  that  the  faints  of  thofe  fanatick 
times,   pronounced    themfelves   above    morality; 
which  they  reckoned  among  beggarly  elements; 
but  the  meaning  of  tkefe  two  laft  words,  thus  ap- 
plied, we  confefs  to  be  above  our  underftanding. 

Among  thofe  kingdoms  and  ftates  which  firft  em- 
braced the  Reformation,  England  appears  to  have 
received  it  in  the  moft  regular  way  ;  where  it  was 
introduced  in  a  peaceable  manner,  by  the  fupreme 
power  of  a  king  *  and  the  three  eftates  in  parlia- 
ment ;  to  which,  as  the  higheft  legiflative  autho- 
rity, all  fubje&s  are  bound  paffively  to  fubmk 
Neither  was  there  much  blood  fhed  on  fo  grert  i 
change  of  religion.     But  a  confiderable  numbeprf 
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lords,  and  other  perfons  of  quality  through  the 
kingdom,  (till  continued  in  their  old  faith,  and 
were,  notwithftanding  their  difference  in  religion, 
employed  in  offices  civil  as  well  as  military,  more 
or  leis  in  every  reign,  until  the  teft  a&  in  the  time 
of  king  Charles  II.  However,  from  the  time  of 
the  Reformation,  the  number  of  cathoiicks  gradually 
and  considerably  le(]ened.  So  that  in  the  reign  of 
king  Charles  I.,  England  became  in  a  great  degree 
2  proteftant  kingdom,  without  taking  the  fe&aries 
into  the  number ;  the  legality  whereof,  with  refpeft 
to  human  laws,  the  cathoiicks  never  difputed ;  bat 
the  puritans,  and  other  fchifmaticks,  without  the 
Jeaft  pretence  to  any  inch  authority,  by  an  opea  . 
rebellion,  deftroyed  that  legal  Reformation,  as  we 
pbferved  before,  murdered  their  king,  and  changed 
the  monarchy  into  a  republick.  It  is  therefore  not 
to  be  wondered  at,  if  the  cathoiicks,  in  fuch  a 
Babel  of  religions,  chofe  to  adhere  to  their  own 
faith  left  them  By  their  anceftors,  rather  than  feek 
for  a  better  among  a  rabble  of  hypocritical,  rebel- 
lious, deluding  knaves,  or  deluded  enthuiiafts. 

We  repeat  once  more,  that  if  a  national  religion 
be  changed  by  the  fupreme  legiflative  power,  we 
cannot  difpute  the  human  legality  of  fuch  a  change. 
But  we  humbly  conceive,  that  if  any  confiderablc 
party  of  men,  which  differs  from  an  eftabliihment 
dlher  old  or  new,  can  deferve  liberty  of  confidence, 
jt  nought  to  confift  of  thofe,  who,  for  wane  of  con- 
viction, or  of  right  underftanding  the  merits  qf  each 
caufe,  conceive  therafelves  bound  in  confeience  to 
adhere  to  the  religion  of  their  anceflors ;  bpcaufe 
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they  are,  of  all  others,  leaft  likely  to  be  authors  of 
innovations  either  in  church  or  ftate. 

On  the  other  fide ;  if  the  reformation  of  religion 
be  founded  upon  rebellion  againft  the  king,  without 
whofe  confent  by  the  nature  of  our  conftitution  no 
law  can  pafs  ;  if  this  reformation  be  introduced  by 
only  one  of  the  three  eftates,  I  mean  the  com- 
mons, and  not  by  one  half  even  of  thofe  commons, 
and  this  by  the  affiftance  of  a  rebellious  army; 
again,  if  this  reformation  were  carried  on  by  the 
exclufion  of  nobles  both  lay  and  fpiritual,  (who 
conftitute  the  other  part  of  the  three  eftates)  by  the 
murder  of  their  king,  and  by  abolifhing  the  whole 
fyftem  of  government;  the  catholicks  cannot  fee 
why  the  fucceflbrs  of  thofe  fchifmaticks,  who  are 
univerfally  accufed  by  all  parties,  except  themfelves 
and  a  few  infamous  abettors,  for  ftill  retaining  the 
fame  principles  in  religion  and  government,  under 
which  their  predeceffors  a£ted,  fhould  pretend  to 
a  better  fhare  of  civil  or  military  truft,  profit,  and 
power  than  the  catholicks;  who,  during  all  that 
period  of  twenty  years,  were  continually  perfecuted 
with  the  utmoft  feverity,  merely  on  account  of  their 
Jpyalty  and  conftant  adherence  to  kingly  power. 

We  now  come  to  thofe  arguments  for  repealing 
the  facramental  teft,  which  equally  affeft  the  catho* 
licks,  and  their  brethren  the  diffenters. 

Firft,  we  agree  with  our  fellow-diflenters,  that 
perfection  merely  fpr  cpnfcience  fake  is  againft  the 
genius  of  thg  gofpel.  And  fo  likewife  is  any  law 
For  depriving  men  of  their  natural  and  civil  rights 
which  they  claim  as  men.     We  are  alfo  ready 
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enough  to  allow,  that  the  fmalleft  negative  difcou- 
ragements  for  uniformity's  fake  are  fo  many  per- 
fections, Becaufe  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  the 
fcratch  of  a  pin  is  in  fome  degree  a  real  wound,  as 
much  as  a  ftab  through  the  heart.  In  like  manner, 
an  incapacity  by  law  for  any  man  to  be  made  a 
judge?  a  colonel,  or  juftice  of  the  peace,  merely  on 
a  point  of  confcience,  is  a  negative  difcouragement, 
and  confequently  a  real  perfecution :  for  in  this 
cafe,  the  author  of  the  pamphlet  quoted  in  the 
margin  *  puts  a  very  pertinent  and  powerful  ques- 
tion :  If  God  be  the  fole  Lord  of  the  confcience, 
why  fhould  the  rights  of  confcience  be  fubjedt  to 
human  jurifdi&ion  ?  Now  to  apply  this  to  the  ca- 
tholicks ;  the  belief  of  tranfubftantiation  is  a  mat- 
ter purely  of  religion  and  confcience,  which  does 
not  affedt  the  political  intereft  of  fociety,  as  fuch : 
therefore,  why  fhould  the  rights  of  confcience 
whereof  God  i^  the  fole  Lord,  be  fubjeft  to  human 
jurifdi&ion  ?  And  why  fhould  God  be  deprived  of 
this  right  over  a  catholick's  confcience,  any  more 
than  over  that  of  any  other  diflenter  ? 

And  whereas  another  author  among  our  brethren 
the  diflenters,  has  very  juftly  complained,  that  by 
this  perfecuting  teft  a£l,  great  numbers  of  true  pro- 
teftants  have  been  forced  to  leave  the  kingdom,  and 
fly  to  the  Plantations,  rather  than  flay  here  branded 
with  an  incapacity  for  civil  and  military  employ- 
ments ;  we  do  affirm,  that  the  catholicks  can  bring 
many  more  inftances  of  the  fame  kind ;  fome  thou** 

•  Reafoos  for  the  repeal  of  the  Sacramental  Teft. 
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fatids  of  their  religion  having  been  forced  by  the 
facramental  teft,  to  retire  into  other  countries,  ra- 
ther than  live  here  under  the  incapacity  of  wearing 
fwords,  fitting  in  parliament,  and  getting  that  (hare 
of  power  and  profit  which  belong  to  them  as  fellow- 
chriftians,  whereof  they  are  deprived  merely  upon 
account  of  confcience,  which  would  not  allow  them 
to  take  the  facrament  after  the  manner  priefcribed 
in  the  liturgy.  Hence  it  clearly  follows,  in  the 
words  of  the  fame  *  author,  That  if  we  catholicks 
are  incapable  of  employments,  we  are  punifhed  for 
our  diflent,  that  is,  for  our  confcience,  which 
wholly  turns  upon  political  confiderations. 

The  catholicks  are  willing  to  acknowledge  the 
king's  fupremacy,  whenever  their  brethren  the  dif- 
fenters  fhall  pleafe  to  fhew  them  an  example. 

Farther,  the  catholicks,  whenever  their  religion 
fhall  comq  to  be  the  national  eftablifhed  faith,  are 
willing  to  undergo  the  fame  teft  offered  by  the  au- 
thor already  quoted.  His  words  are  thefe  :  "  Tq 
*'  end  this  debate,  by  putting  it  upon  a  foot,  which 
"  I  hope  will  appear  to  every  impartial  perfon,  a 
"  fair  and  equitable  one:  we  catholicks  propofe, 
*'  with  fubmiffion  to  the  proper  judges,  that  effec- 
P  tual  fecurity  be  taken  againft  perfecution,  by 
**  obliging  all  who  are  admitted  into  places  of 
V  power  and  truft,  whatever  their  religious  profe£> 
tc  (ion  be?  in  the  moft  folemn  manner  to  difclaim 
?*  perfecuting  principles."  It  is  hoped  the  publidf 
jjrill  take  notice  of  thefe  words,  whatever  their  »* 

f  See  Reafons  againft  the  Teft. 
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ligious  profeflion  be;  which  plainly  include  the 
catholicks ;  and  for  which  we  return  thanks  to  our 
diffenting  brethren. 

And  whereas  it  is  obje&ed  by  thofe  of  the  efta- 
blifhed  church,  that  if  the  fchifmaticks  and  fana- 
ticks  were  once  put  into  a  capacity  of  poffeffing 
civil  and  military  employments,  they  would  never 
be  at  eafe,  till  they  had  raifed  their  own  way  of 
worfhip  into  the  national  religion,  through  all  his 
majefty's  dominions,  equal  with  the  true  orthodox 
Scottifh  kirk ;  which  when  they  had  once  brought 
to  pafs,  they  would  no  more  allow  liberty  of  con- 
fcience  to  cpifcopal  diflenters,  than  they  did  in  the 
time  of  the  great  Englifli  rebellion,  and  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  fanatic  anarchy,  till  the  king  was  reftored. 
There  is  another  very  learned  fchifmatical  *  pam- 
phleteer, who,  iuanfwer  to  a.  malignant  libel,  calietf 
The  prejbyterian  pica  of  merits  &c.  clearly  wipes 
off  this  afperfion,  by  affuring  all  epifcopal,  protef- 
tants  of  the  prefent  church,  upon  his  own  word, 
and  to  his  knowledge,  that  our  brethren  the  di£- 
Tenters  will  never  offer  at  fuch  an  attempt.  In  like 
manner,  the  catholicks,  when  legally  required,  will 
openly  declare,  upon  their  words  and  honours, 
that  as  foon  as  their  negative  difcouragements, 
and  their  perfecution  fhall  be  removed,  by  repealing 
the  facramental  teft,  they  will  leave  it  entirely  to 
the  merits  of  the  caufe,  whether  the  kingdom  fhall 
think  fit  to  make  their  faith  the  eftablifhed  religion 
pr  not. 

•  Vindication  of  the  ProttfUnt  piflknfcrs? 
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And  again,  whereas  our  prefbyterian  brethren, 
in  many  of  their  pamphlets,  take  much  offence, 
that  the  great  rebellion  in  England,  the  murder  of 
the  king,  with  the  entire  change  of  religion  and 
government,  are  perpetually  obje&ed  againft  them 
both  in  and  out  of  feafbn,  by  our  common  enemy 
the  prefent  conformifts ;  we  do  declare,  in  the  de- 
fence of  our  faid  brethren,  that  the  reproach  afore- 
faid  is  an  old  worn-out  thread-bare  cant,  which 
they  always  difdained  to  anfwer  :  and  I  very  well 
remember,  that  having  once  told  a  certain  confer- 
mid,  how  much  I  wondered  to  hear  him  and  his 
tribe  dwelling  perpetually  on  fo  beaten  a  fubje&s 
he  was  pleafed  to  divert  the  difcourfe  with  a  foolifh 
ftory,  which  I  cannot  forbear  telling  to  his  difgrace. 
He  did,  there  was  a  clergyman  in  Yorkfhire,  who, 
for  fifteen  years  together,  preached  every  Sunday 
againft  drunkennefs :  whereat  the  parifhioners  be- 
ing much  offended,  complained  to  the  archbifhop ; 
who  having  fent  for  the  clergyman,  and  feverdy 
reprimanded  him,  the  minifter  had  no  better  an 
anfwer,  than  by  confeffing  the  fad ;  adding,  that 
fill  the  parilh  were  drunkards ;  that  he  defined  to 
reclaim  them  from  one  vice,  before  he  would  be- 
gin upon  another ;  and  fince  they  flill  continued 
to  be  as  great  drunkards  as  before,  he  refolved  to 
go  on,  except  his  grace  would  pleafe  to  forbid 
him. 

We  are  very  fenfible  how  heavy  ai>  accufadon 
lies  upon  the  catholicks  of  Ireland ;  that  fome  years 
before  king  Charles  II.  was  reftored,  when  theirs 
and  the  king's  forces  were  entirely  reduced,  and 
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the  kingdom  declared  by  the  rump  to  be  fettled  j 
after  all  his  majefty's  generals  were  forced  to  fly  to 
France,  or  other  countries,  the  heads  of  the  faid 
catholicks,  who  remained  here  in  an  enflaved  con- 
dition, joined  to  fend  an  invitation  to  the  duke  of 
Lorrain ;  engaging,  upon  his  appearing  here  with, 
his  forces,  to  deliver  up  the  whole  ifland  to  his 
power,  and  declare  him  their  fovereign;  which, 
after  the  Reftoiration,  was  proved  againft  them  by 
dean  Boyle,  fince  primate,  who  produced  the  very 
original  inftrument  at  the  board.  The  catholicks 
freely  acknowledge  the  fatt  to  be  true  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  appeal  to  all  the  world,  whether  a  wifet; 
a  better,  a  more  honourable,  or  a  more  juftifiable 
project  could  have  been  thought  of.  They  were 
then  reduced  to  flavery  and  beggary  by  the  Englifh 
rebels,  many  thoufands  of  them  murdered,  the  reft 
deprived  of  their  eftates,  and  driven  to  live  on  a 
fmall  pittance  in  the  wilds  of  Connaught ;  at  a  time 
when  either  the  rump,  or  Cromwell,  abfolutely  gOr 
verned  the  three  kingdoms.  And  the  queftion  will 
turn  upon  this,  whether  the  catholicks,  deprived  of 
all  their  pofleflions,  governed  with  a  fod  of  iron, 
and  in  utter  defpair  of  ever  feeing  the  monarchy 
reftored,  for  the  prefervation  of  which  they  had 
fufFered  fo  much,  were  to  be  blamed  for  calling  in 
a  foreign  prince  of  their  own  religion,  who  had  a 
confiderable  army  to  fupport  them,  rather  than  fub- 
rnit  to  fo  infamous  a  ufurper  as  Cromwell,  or  fuch 
a  bloody  and  ignominious  conventicle  as  the  rump. 
And  I  have  often  heard  not  only  our  friends  the 
diflenters,  but  even  our  common  enemies  the  con- 
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formifts,  who  are  converfant  in  the  hiftory  of  thofe 
times,  freely  confefs,  that  confidering  the  miferable 
fituation  the  Irifh  were  then  in,  they  could  not 
have  thought  of  a  braver,  or  more  virtuous  at- 
tempt j  by  which  they  might  have  been  inftruments 
t)f  reftoring  the  lawful  monarch,  at  leaft  to  the  re- 
covery of  England  and  Scotland,  from  thofe  ber 
trayers,  and  fellers,  and  murderers  of  his  royal  fa- 
ther. 

To  conclude,  whereas  the  laft-quoted  author 
complains  very  heavily  and  frequently  of  a  Brand 
#  that  lies  upon  them,  it  is  a  great  miftake :  for  the 
♦firft  original  Brand  has  been  long  taken  off ;  only 
we  confefs  the  fear  will  probably  remain,  and  be 
vifible  for  ever  to  thofe  who  know  the  principles 
by  which  they  atted,  and  until  thofe  principles 
lhall  be  openly  renounced  ;  elfe  it  mull  continue  to 
all  generations,  like  the  mark  fet  upon  Cain,  which 
fome  authors  fay  defcended  to  all  his  pofterity ;  or 
like  the  Roman  nofe  and  Auftrian  lip,  or  like  the 
long  bag  of  flefli  hanging  dowji  from  the  gills  of 
the  people  in  Piedmont.  But  as  for  any  Brands 
fixed  on .  fchifmaticks  for  feveral  years  paft,  they 
have  been  all  made  with  cold  iron ;  like  thieves, 
who  by  the  Benefit  of  the  Clergy  $re  condemned 
to  be  only  burned  in  the  hand ;  but  efcape  the  pain 
and  the  mark  by  being  in  fee  with  the  Jailor. 
Which  advantage  the  fchifmatical  teachers  will 
never  want,  who,  as  we  are  aflured,  and  of  whidi 
thefe  is  a  very  frefh  inftance,  have  the  fouls,  and 
bodies,    and   purfes   of  their  people,    a    hundred 
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times  more  at  their  mercy,  than  the  catholick  priefta 
could  ever  pretend  to. 

Therefore,  upon  the  whole,  the  catholicks  do 
humbly  petition  (without  the  leaft  infinuation  of 
threatening)  that  upon  this  favourable  j un&ure, 
their  incapacity  for  civil  and' military  employments 
may  be  wholly  taken  off,  for  the  very  fame  rea- 
fons  (befide  others  more  cogent)  that  are  now  of- 
fered by  their  brethren  the  diflenters. 

And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound, 
fhall  ever  pray,  &c. 

Dublin,  Nov.  1733. 

In  this  controverfy  the  author  was  again  victorious,  for  the 
teft  was  not  repealed. 
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A    SHORT 

CHARACTER 

OF    HIS    EXCELLENCY 

THOMAS,  Earl  of  WHARTON, 
LORD  LIEUTENANT  of  IRELAND. 

With  fomc  account  of  fome  fmaller  Fafts  during  his 
Government,  which  will  not  be  put  into  the  Articles 
of  Impeachment. 

London,  Aug.  30,  171a 

THE  kingdom  of  Ireland  being  governed  by 
deputation  from  hence,  its  annals,  fince  the 
Englifh  eftablifhment,  are  ufually  digefted  under 
the  heads  of  the  feveral  governors :  but  the  affairs 
and  events  of  that  ifland,  for  fome  years  paft,  have 
been  either  fo  infignificant,  or  fo  annexed  to  thofe 
of  England,  that  they  have  not  furnifhed  matter 
of  any  great  importance  to  hiftory.  The  {hare  of 
honour,  which  gentlemen  from  thence  have  had 
by  their  conduct  and  employments  in  the  army, 
turns  all  to  the  article  of  this  kingdom ;  the  reft, 
which  relates  to  politicks,  or  the  art  of  govern- 
ment, is  inconfiderable  to  the  laft  degree,  howevtf 
it  may  be  reprefented  at  court  by  thofe  who  prefidc 
there,  and  would  value  themfelves  upon  every  ftep 
they  make  towards  finifhing  the  flavery  of  that  peo- 
ple, 
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pie,  as  if  it  were  gaining  a  mighty  point  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  England. 

Generally  fpeaking,  the  times  which  afford  mod 
plentiful  matter  for  ftory,  are  thofe  in  which  a  man 
would  leaft  choofe  to  live  ;  fuch  as,  under  the  va- 
rious events  and  revolutions  of  war,  the  intrigues 
of  a  ruined  fadlion,  or  the  violence  of  a  prevailing 
one  :  and  laftly,  the  arbitrary  unlawful  afts  of  op- 
preffing  governors.  In  the  war,  Ireland  has  no 
fhare  but  in  fubordination  to  us ;  the  fame  may  be 
faid  of  their  fa&ions,  which,  at  prefent,  are  but 
imperfed  tranfcripts  of  ours:  but,  the  third  fubjedt 
for  hiftory,  which  is  arbitrary  power,  and  oppref- 
fion  ;  as  it  is  that  by  which  the  people  of  Ireland 
have,  for  fome  time,  been  diftinguifhed  from  all 
her  majefty's  fubje&s,  fo,  being  now  at  its  greateft 
height  under  his  excellency  Thomas  earl  of  Whar- 
ton, a  fhort  account  of  his  government  may  be  of 
fome  ufe  or  entertainment  to  the  prefent  age,  al- 
though, I  hope,  it  will  be  incredible  to  the  next : 
and  becaufe  this  account  may  be  judged  rather  a 
hiftory  of  his  excellency,  than  of  his  government, 
I  muft  here  declare  that  I  have  not  the  leaft  view 
to  his  perfon  in  any  part  of  it.  I  have  had  the  ho- 
nour of  much  converfation  with  his  lordfhip,  and 
am  thoroughly  convinced  how  indifferent  he  is  to 
applaufe,  and  how  infenfible  of  reproach  :  which  is 
not  a  humour  put  on  to  ferve  a  turn,  or  keep  a 
countenance,  nor  arifing  from  the  confcioufnefs  of 
innocence,  or  any  grandeur  of  mind,  but  the  mere 
unaffe&ed  bent  of  his  nature. 

He 


363     A  SHORT  CHARACTER  OF 

He  is  without  the  fenfe  of  fhame,  or  glory,  gs 
fome  men  are  without  the  fenfe  of  fmelling ;  and 
therefore,  a  good  name  to  him,  is  no  more  than  a 
precious  ointment  would  be,  to  thefe.  Whoever, 
for  the  fake  of  others,  were  to  defcribe  the  nature 
of  a  ferpent,  a  wolf,  a  crocodile,  or  a  fox,  muft 
be  underftood  to  do  it  without  any  perfonal  love  or 
hatred  for  the  animals  themfelves. 

In  the  fame  manner,  his  excellency  is  one  whom 
I  neither  perfonally  love  nor  hate.  I  fee  him  at 
court,  at  his  own  houfe,  and  fometimes  at  mine, 
for  I  have  the  honour  of  his  vifits  j  and  when  thefe 
papers  are  public,  it  is  odds  but  he  will  tell  me,  as 
he  once  did  upon  a  like  occafion,  that  he  is  damn- 
ably mauled ;  and  then,  with  the  eafieft  tranlition 
in  the  world,  afk  about  the  weather,  or  time  of 
the  day :  fo  that  I  enter  on  the  work  with  more 
cheerfulnefs,  becaufe  I  am  fure  neither  to  make 
him  angry,  nor  any  way  hurt  his  reputation  ;  a 
pitch  of  happinefs  and  fecurity  to  which  his  excel- 
lency has  arrived,  and  which  no  philofopher  be- 
fore him  could  reach. 

I  intend  to  execute  this  performance,  by  firft 
giving  a  character  of  his  excellency,  and  then  re- 
lating fome  fads  during  his  government,  which 
will  ferve  to  confirm  it. 

I  knojv  very  well  that  mens  chara&ers  are  beft 
known  from  their  a&ions ;  but  thefe  being  coil* 
fined  to  his  adminiftration  in  Ireland,  his  character 
may,  perhaps,  take  in  fomething  more,  which  tie 
narrownefs  of  the  time,  or  the  fcene,  has  not  giten 
him  opportunity  to  exert. 
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Thomas,  earl  of  Wharton,  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  by  the  force  of  a  wonderful  confutation, 
has  pafled,  fome  years,  his  grand  clitaa&eric,  with- 
out any  vifible  eflfefts  of  old  age,  either  on  his 
body  or  his  mind  ;  and  in  fpite  of  a  continual  pro- 
iftitution  to  thofe  vices*  which  ufually  wear  out  both. 
His  behaviour  is  in  all  the  forms  of  a  young  man 
at  five  and  twenty.  Whether  he  walks,  or  whiftles, 
or  lwears,  or  talks  bawdy,  or  calls  names,  he  ac- 
quits himfelf  in  each,  beyond  a  templar  of  three 
years  (landing.  With  the  fame  grace,  and  in  the 
fame  ftyle,  he  will  rattle  his  coachman  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  ftreet,  where  he  is  governor  of  the  king- 
dom ;  and  all  this  is  without  confequence,  becaufe 
it  is  in  his  chara&er,  and  what  every  body  expe&s. 
He  feems  to  be  but  an  ill  diflembler,  and  an  ill  liar, 
although  they  are  the  two  talents  he  moft  pra&ifesf 
and  moft  values  himfelf  upon.  The  ends  he  has 
gained  by  lying,  appeared  to  be  more  owing  to 
the  frequency,  than  the  art  of  them :  his  lies  be- 
ing fometimes  dete&ed  in  an  hour,  often  in  a  day, 
and  always  in  a  week.  He  tells  them  freely  in 
mixed  companies,  although  he  knows  half  of  thofe 
that  hear  him  to  be  his  enemies,  and  is  fur6  they 
will  difcover  them  the  moment  they  leave  him. 
He  fwears  folemnly  he  loves,  and  will  ferve  you  j 
and  your  back  is  no  fooner  turned,  but  he  tells 
thofe  about  him,  you  are  a  dog  and  a  rafcal.  He, 
goes  conftantly  to  prayers  in  the  forms  of  his  place, 
and  will  talk  bawdy  and  blafphcmy  at  the  chapel 
door.  He  is  a  prefbyterian  in  politic3,  and  an 
atheift  in  religion ;    but  he  choofes  at  prefent  to 
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whore  with  a  papdft.  In  hiy  commerce  with  man-* 
kirid  his  general  tfule  is$tQ  endeavour  toimpofeofl 
•their  uiiderftanding*  for  which  he  ha&  but  one  re- 
ceipt, d  compofition  of  lies  and  oaths  :  and  this  he 
applies  indifferently  to  a  freeholder  of  forty  fhil- 
lingg,  and  a  privy  counfellor  ;  by  which  the  eafy 
and  the  honeft  are  often  ekher  deceived  or  amufed* 
and  either  way  he  gains  his  point*  He  will  openly 
take  away  your  employment  to-day,  becaufe  you 
are  not  of  his  party  ;  to-morrow  he  will  meet  or 
fend  for  you,  as  if  nothing  at  all  had  patted,  -lay 
Jris  hands  with  much  friendship  on  your  fhoulders, 
and  with  the  greateft  eafe  itnd  familiarity,  tell  you, 
that  the  faftion  are  driving  at  fomething  in  the 
houfe ;  that  you  muft  be  fure  to  attend,  and  to 
(peak  to  all  your  friends  to  be  there,  although  he 
knows  at  the  fame  time,  that  you  and  your  friends 
are  againft  him  in  the  veiy  point  he  mentions: 
and  however  abfurd,  ridiculous,  and  grofs  this  may 
^appear,  he  has  often  found  it  fuccefsful ;  fome  men 
having  fuch  an  aukward  bafhfulnefs,  they  know 
not  how  to  refufe  x>n  a  fudden ;  and  every  man 
having  fomething  to  hope  or  fear,  which  often 
hinders  them  from  driving  things  to  extremes  with 
perfons  of  power,  whatever  provocations  they  may 
have  received.  He  has  funk  his  fortune  by  endea- 
vouring to  ruin  one  kingdom  *,  and  has  raifed  it 
by  going  far  in  the  ruin  of  another  f.  With  a 
good  natural  underftanding,  a  great  fluency  in 
fpeaking,  and  no  ill  tafte  of  wit,  he  is  generally 

•  England.  f  Ireland. 
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the  worft  companion  in  the  worli ;  his  thoughts 
being  wholly  taken  up  between  vice  and  politics, 
fo  that  bawdy,  prophanenefs,  and  bufinefs,  fill  up 
his  whole  converfation.  To  gratify  himfelf  in  the 
two  firft,  he  makes  ufe  of  fuitable  favourites,  whofe 
talents  reach  no  higher  than  to  entertain  him  with 
all  the  lewdnefs  that  pafles  in  town*  As  for  bu- 
imefs,  he  is  faid  to  be  very  dextefous  at  that  part 
of  it  which  turns  upon  intrigue  ;  and  he  feems  to 
have  transferred  thofe  talents  of  his  youth  for  in- 
triguing with  women,  into  public  affairs.  For,  a9 
feme  vain  young  fellows,  to  make  a  gallantry  ap- 
pear of  confequence,  will  choofe  to  venture  their 
necks  by  climbing  up  a  wall  or  window  at  midnight 
to  a  common  wench,  where  they  might  as  freely 
have  gone  in  at  the  door,  and  at  noon-day ;  fo  his 
excellency,  either  to  keep  himfelf  in  practice,  or 
advance  the  fame  of  his  politicks,  affedts  the  moft 
obfcure,  troublefome,  and  winding  paths,  even  in 
the  moft  common  affairs,  thofe  which  would  be 
brought  about  as  well  in  the  ordinary  forms,  or 
would  follow  of  conrfe  whether  he  intervened  or 
not. 

He  bears  the  gallantries  of  his  lady  with  the  in- 
<Kfference  of  a  Stoick,  and  thinks  them  well  re- 
compenced,  by  a  return  of  children  to  fupport  his 
family,  without  the  fatigues  of  being  a  father.  He 
has  three  predominant  paflions,  which  you  will  fel- 
dom  find  united  in  the  -iame  man,  as  arifing  from 
^different  difpofitions  of  mind,  and  naturally  thwart- 
ing each  other :  thefe  are,  love  of  power,  love  of 
money,  andioveofpleafure;  they  ride  him  fome*- 
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times  by  turns,  fometimes  all  together*  Since  he 
went  into  Ireland,  he  feems  moft  difpofed  to  the 
fecond,  and  has  met  with  great  fuccefs;  having 
gained  by  his  government,  of  under  two  years, 
five  and  forty  thoufand  pounds  by  the  moft  favour- 
able computation,  half  in  the  regular  way,  and 
half  in  the  prudential. 

He  was  never  yet  known  to  refufe,  or  keep  a 
promife.  But  here  I  defire  to  diftinguifh  between 
a  promife  and  a  bargain ;  for  he  will  be  fure  to  keep 
the  latter,  when  he  has  the  faireft  offer. 

Thus  much  for  his  excellency's  chara&er ;  I  {hall 
now  proceed  to  his  a&ions,  only  during  the  time 
he  was  governor  of  Ireland,  which  were  trans- 
mitted to  me  by  an  eminent  perfon  in  bufineft 
there,  who  had  all  opportunities  of  being  well  in- 
formed, and  whofe  employments  did  not  lie  at  his 
excellency's  mercy. 

This  intelligence  being  made  up  of  feveral  fa£b 
independent  of  each  other,  I  fhall  hardly  be  able 
to  relate  them  in  due  order  of  time,  my  correfpond- 
ent  omitting  that  circumftance,  and  tranfmitting 
them  to  me  juft  as  he  recolle&ed  them  ;  fo  that  the 
gentlemen  of  that  kingdom  now  in  town,  will,  I 
hope,  pardon  me  any  flips  I  fhall  make  in  that  or 
any  other  kind,  while  I  keep  exa&ly  to  the  truth. 

Thomas  Proby,  Efq.  chirurgeon-general  of  Ire- 
land, a  perfon  univerfally  efteemed,  and  whom  I 
have  formerly  feen  here,  had  built  a  country-houfe, 
half  a  mile  from  Dublin,  adjoining  to  the  park* 
In  a  corner  of  the  park,  juft  under  his  houfe,  he 
was  much  annoyed  with  a  dog-kennel  which  be* 
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longed  to  the  government ;  upon  which  he  applied 
to  Thomas,  earl  of  Pembroke,  then  lord  lieute- 
nant, and  to  the  eommiflioners  of  the  revenue,  for 
a  leafe  of  about  five  acres  of  that  part  of  the  park. 
His  petition  was  referred  to  the  lord  treafurer  here, 
and  fent  back  for  a  report,  which  was  in  Jus  favour, 
and  the  bargain  fo  bard,  that  the  lord  treafurer 
(truck  off  fome  part  of  the  rent :  he  had  a  leafe 
granted  him,  for  which  he  was  to  build  another 
kennel,  provide  ice  yearly  for  the  government, 
and  pay  a  certain  rent :  the  land  might  be  worth 
about  thirty  (hillings  an  acre.  His  excellency, 
foon  after  his  arrival  in  Ireland,  was  told  of  this 
leafe,  and,  by  his  abfoiute  authority,  commanded 
Mr,  Proby  to  furrender  up  the  land  :  which  he  was 
forced  to  do,  after  all  the  expence  he  had  been  at* 
or  elf<?  rauft  hayg  expe&ed  to  lofe  his  employment ; 
at  the  fejhe  time  he  i§  under  an  obligation  to  pay 
his  sent,  and  I  think  he  does  it  to  this  day.  There 
are  feveral  circumftances  in  this  ftory  which  I  have 
forgot,  having  not  be?n  jfent  to  me  with  the  reft ; 
but  I  h**d  it  from  a  gentleman  of  that  kingdpm, 
who  fome  time  ago  was  here, 

UpQn  his  excellency's  being  declared  lord  lieur- 
tenant,  there  came  over,  tq  make  his  court,  one 
Dr.  Lloyd,  fellow  of  Trinity  college,  Dublin,  noted 
in  that  kingdom  for  being  the  only  clergyman  that 
declared  for  taking  off  the  facramental  teft,  as  he 
did  openly  in  their  convocation  of  which  he  was  a 
member.  The  merit  of  this,  and  fome  other  prin- 
ciples fuitable  to  it,  recommended  by  Tom  Brode- 
jick,  fo  far  ingratiated  him  with  hU  excellency, 
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that  being  provided  of  a  proper  chaplain  already,  he 
took  him  however  into  a'  great  degree  of  favour ; 
the  dodtor  attended  his  excellency  to  Ireland  ;  and 
obferving  a  caft  wench  in  the  family  to  be  in  much 
confidence  with  my  ladyf  he  thought,  1)y  addreff- 
ing  there,  to  have  a  fhort  open  paflage  to  prefer- 
ment. He  met  with  great  fuccefe  in  his  amour; 
and  walking  one  day  with  his  miftrefs  after  my 
lord  and  lady  in  the  Caftle-garden,  my  lady  faid  to 
his  excellency,  **  What  do  you  think  ?  we  are  go- 
"  ing  to  Iofe  poor  Foydy,"  a  name  of  fondneis 
they  ufually  gave  hen  "  How  do  you  mean  ?" 
faid  my  lord.  "  Why  the  do&or  behind  us  is  re- 
u  folved  to  take  her  from  us."  "  Is  he,  by  G — ? 
"  Why  then  (G — d  d — mn  me)  he  fhall  have  the 
"  firft  bifhoprick that  falls  *," 

The  dodtor,  thus  encouraged^  grew  a  moft  vio- 
lent lover,  returned  with  his  excellency  for  Eng*- 
land,  and  foon  after  the  bifhoprick  of  Cork  falling 
void,  to  lhew  he  meant  fair,  he  married  hi6  damfel 
publicly  here  in  London,  and  his  excellency  as 
honourably  engaged  his  credit-  to  get  him  the  bi- 
fhoprick ;  but  the  matter  was  reckoned  fo  infamous, 
that  both  the  archbifhops  here,  efpecially  his  grace 
of  York,  intcrpofed  with  the  queen,  to  hinder  fo 
great  a  fcandal  to  the  church ;  and  Dr.  Brown, 
provcft  of  Dublin  college,  being  then  in  town,  her 
majefty  was  pleafed  to  nominate  him ;  fo  that  Dr. 
Lloyd  was  forced  to   fit  down  with  a  moderate 

*  It  was  conidently  reported,  as  a  conceit  of  his  excellency,  tfcu, 

talking  upon  this  fubjeft,  he  once  faid,  with  great  plcafure,  tnat 
he  hoped  to  make  his  vv  —  e  a  b~ p. 
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cfeanry  in  the  northern  parts  of  that  kingdom,  and 
the  additional  comfort  of  a  fwpet  lady,  who  brought 
this  her  firft  hufband  no  other  portion  than  a  couple 
of  olive  branches  for  his  table,  though  fhe  herfelf 
hardly  knows  by  what  hand  they  were  planted. 

The  queen  referves  all  the  great  employments  of 
Ireland  to  be  given  by  berfelf,  though  often  by  the 
recommendation  of  the  chief  governor,  according 
to  his  credit  at  court.  The  provoftfliip  of  Dublin 
college  is  of  this  number,  which  wa6  now  vacant, 
upon  the  promotion  c?f  Dr.  Brown.  Dr.  Benjamin 
Pratt,  a  fellow  of  that  college,  and  chaplain  to  the 
houfe  of  commons  of  that  kingdom,  as  well  as  do-f 
jneftip  chaplain  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  was  at 
that  time  here,  in  attendance  upon  the  duke.  He 
is  a  gentleman  of  good  birth  and  fortune  in  Ire-> 
Jand,  and  lived  here  in  a  very  decent  figure  :  he  U 
a  perfon  of  wit  and  learning,  has  travelled  an$ 
converfed  in  the  beft  company,  and  was  very  much 
efteemed  among  us  here  when  I  had  tjie  pleafiire  of 
his  acquaintance :  but  he  had  the  original  fin  of 
being  a  reputed  tory,  and  a  dependent  on  the  duk^ 
of  Ormond ;  however,  he  had  many  friends  among 
the  biftiops,  and  other  uobilityf  to  recommend  him 
to  the  queen  :  at  the  fame  time  there  was  another 
fellow  of  that  college,  one  Dr.  Hall,  who  had  the, 
advantage  pf  Pratt  in  point  of  fejaiority ;  this  gen*: 
tlenian  had  very  little  introduced  himfelf  intp„jhe 
world,  but  lived  retired,  though  otherwife  faid  to 
be  an  excellent  perfon,  and  very  deferving  for,  bja 
learning  and  fenfe  :  he  had  been  recommended  from 
Ireland  by  fevcral  perfons  j  and  his  excellency,  who 
Bt*4  'had 
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had  never  before  feen  nor  thought  of  him,  after 
having  tried  to  injure  the  college  by  recommends 
ing  perfons  from  this  fide,  at  iaft  fet  up  Hall,  with 
ail  imaginable  zeal  againft  Pratt.     I  tell  this  ftory 
the  more  fully,  becaufe  it  is  affirmed  by  his  excel- 
lency's friends,  that  he  never  made  more  ufe  of  his 
court  (kill  than  at  this  time,  to  flop  Dr.  Pratt's  pro* 
motion  j  not  only  from  the  perfonal  hatred  he  had 
to  the  man,  on  account  of  his  patron  and  principles, 
but  that  he  might  return  to  Ireland  with  fome  little 
opinion  of  his  credit  at  court ;  which  had  mightily 
fuffered  by  many  difappointments,  efpecially  that 
of  his  chaplain  Dr.  Lloyd.     It  would  be  incredible 
to  relate  the  many  artifices  he  ufed  to  this  end,  of 
which  the  do&or  had  daily  intelligence,  and  would 
fairly  tell  his  excellency  fo  at  his  levees ;  who  fome- 
times   could  not  conceal  his  furprize,  and  then 
would  promife,  with  half  a  dozen  oaths,  never  to 
concern  himfelf  one  way  or  other;    thefe  were 
broke  every  day,  and  every  day  dete&ed.     One 
morning,   after   fome   expoftulation  between  the 
doctor  and  his  excellency,  and  a  few  additional 
oaths  that  he  would  never  oppofe  him  more,  his 
excellency  went  immediately  to  the  bifhop  of  Ely, 
and  prevailed  on  him  to  go  to  the  queen  from  him' 
and  let  her  majefty  know,  that  he  never  could  con- 
fent,  as  long  as  he  lived,  that  Dr.  Pratt  fhould  he 
provoft  j  which  the  bifliop  barely  complied  with, 
ind  delivered  his  meffage,  though  at  the  feme  time 
he  did  the  dodtbr  all  the  good  offices  he  could; 
The  next  day  the  doftor  was  again  with  his  excel- 
lency, and  gave  him  thanks  for  fo  open  a  proceed^ 
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ing ;  the  affair  was  now  pad  diflembling,  and  bis 
excellency  owned  he  did  not  oppdfe  him  dire&ly, 
but  confeffed  he  did  it  collaterally.  The  do&or  a 
little  warmed,  faid,  "  No,  my  lord,  you  mean  di- 
4<  re&ly  you  did  not,  but  indire&ly  you  did.,f 
The  conciufion  was,  that  the  queen  named  the 
do&or  to  the  place ;  and  as  a  farther  mortification, 
juft  upon  the  day  of  his  excellency's  departure  for 
Ireland. 

But  here  I  muft  defire  the  reader's  pardon,  if  I 
cannot  digeft  the  following  fa&s  in  fo  good  a  man- 
ner as  I  intended ;  becaufe  it  is  thought  expedi- 
ent, for  fome  reafons,  that  the  world  fhould  be  in- 
formed of  his  excellency's  merits  as  foon  as  pof- 
iible.  I  will  therefore  only  tranfcribe  the  feveral 
paflfages  as  they  were  fent  me  from  Dublin,  with- 
^  out  either  correcting  the  ftyle,  or  adding  any  re- 
jnarks  of  my  own.  A*  they  are,  they  may  ferve 
for  hints  to  any  perfon,  who  may  hereafter  have  a 
piind  to  write  memoirs  of  his  excellency's  life. 


*TpHE  earl  of  Rochfort's  regiment  of  dragoons 
was  embarked  for  his  majefty'sfervice  abroad, 
on  the  26th  of  Auguft,  1709,  and  left  their  horfes 
behind  them,  which  were  fubfifted  in  order  tp 
mount  another  regiment  to  fill  up  their  room ;  as 
the  horfes  of  lieutenant-general  Harvey's  regiment 
had  formerly  mounted  a  regiment  raifed,  and  ftill 
commanded,  by  the  duke  of  Ormond  j  on  which 
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pceafiea  jhe  dufce  had'her  majefty $  ptders  oply  for 
as  much  money  as  would  fupplythe  charge  of  the 
horfes  till  the  regiment  was  raifed,  which  was  foon 
after,  and  then  it  was  put  on  the  eftablifliment,  as 
other  regiments.  But  that  which  was  to  fupply 
th?  earl  of  Rochfort's,  had  not  a  commiffion 
granted  till  the  29th  of  April,  1710,  and  all  the 
pay  from  the  27th  of  Auguft  tp  that  time  (being 
above  5700/.)  was  taken,  under  pretence  of  keep* 
ing  the  horfcs,  buying  new  ones  in  the  room  of 
fuch  as  fhould  be  wanting  or  unferviceable,  and  for 
providing  accoutrements  for  the  men  and  horfes. 
As  for  the  laft  ufe,  thofe  are  always  produced  out 
of  the  funds  for  providing  cloathing,  and  the  duke 
of  Ormond  did  fo  :  as  for  horfes  wanting,  they  are 
yery  few,  and  the  captains  have  orders  to  provide 
them  another  way;  the  keeping  the  horfes  did 
not  amount  to  700  /.  by  the  accounts  laid  before 
the  committee  of  parliament :  fo  there  was  at  leaft 
5000/.  charged  to  the  nation,  more  than  tfye  real 
charge  could  amount  to. 

Mrs.  Lloyd,  at  firft  coming  over,  expected  the 
benefit  of  the  box-money;  and  accordingly  talked 
of  felling  it  for  about  200/.  but  at  laft  was  told  fhe 
muft  expe&  but  part  of  it,  and  that  the  grooms  of 
the  chamber,  and  other  fervants,  would  deferve  a 
confideration  for  their  attendance.  Accordingly 
his  excellency  had  it  brought  to  him  every  night, 
and  tp  make  it  worth  his  receiving,  my  lady  gave 
great  encouragement  to  play ;  fp  that,  by  a  mo? 
derate  computation,  it  amounted  to  near  1000/.  of 
which  a  fmall  fhare  was  given  to  the  grooms  of 
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the  chamber',  and  the  reft  made  a  perqtrifite  to  hig 
excellency.  For,  Mrs.  Lloyd  having  a  hufbaad, 
and  a  bifooprick  promifed  her,  the  other  pretenfioxw 
T*reore  cut  off. 

Jle  met  lieutenant-general  Langfton  in  the  court 
of  requefts,  and  prefented  a  gentleman  to  him,  fay- 
ing, "  This  is  a  particular  friend  of  iBuae ;  he  tells 
me  he  is  a  lieutenant  in  your  regiment ;  I  mujl 
defire  you  will  take  the  firft  opportunity  to  give 
him  a  troop,  and  you  will  oblige  me  mightily." 
The  lieutenant-general  anfwered,  "  He  had  Jferved 
44  very  well,  and  had  very  good  pretentions  to  a 
* *  troop,  and  that  he  would  give  him  the  firft  that 
c<  fell."  With  this  the  gentleman  was  mighty  well 
fatisfied,  returned  thanks,  and  withdrew.  Upon 
which  his  excellency  (aid  immediately,  "  I  was 
4C  forced  to  fpeak  for  him,  as  a  great  many  of 
4<  his  friends  have  votes  at  ele&ions  j  but,  d — a 
c<  hjm,  he  is  a  rogue,  therefore  take  no  care  for 
"  him." 

He  brought  one  M — y  to  the  duke  of  Qrmond, 
and  recommended  him  as  a  very  honeft  gentle- 
man, and  defired  his  grace  would  provide  for  him  5 
which  his  grace  promifed  him.  So  M — y  with- 
drew. As  foon  as  he  was  gone,  his  lordfhip  injr 
mediately  faid  to  the  duke :  "  That  fellow  is  the 
4<  greateft  rogue  in  Chriftendom." 

Colonel  Coward  having  received  pay,  for  fome 
time,  in  two  or  three  regiments,  as  captain,  but 
-never  done  any  other  fervice  to  the  crown  than 
eating  and  drinking  in  the  expedition  to  Cadiz 
under  the  duke  of  Ormond,  finding  he  had  not 
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pretentions  enough  to  rife,  after  he  had  fold  the 
laft  employment  he  had,  applied  to  his  excellency, 
who  reprefented  him  in  fuch  a  light,  that  he  got 
above  900/1  as  an  arrear  of  half-pay,  which  he  had 
no  title  to,  and  a  penfion  of  iox.  per  day;  but  he 
reckoning  this  as  much  too  little  for  his  wants,  as 
every  body  elfe  did  too  much  for  his  pretentions, 
gave  in  a  fecond  petition  to  the  queen  for  a  further 
addition  of  10  s.  a  day ;  which  being  referred  to  his 
excellency,  he  gave  him  a  favourable  report,  by 
means  whereof,  it  is  hoped,  his  merit  will  be  ftill 
farther  rewarded.  He  turned  out  the  poop  gate- 
keeper of  Chapel-izod  gate,  though  he  and  hfe 
wife  were  each  above  fixty  years  old,  without  afr 
figning  any  caufe,  and  they  are  now  ftarvmg. 

As  for  the  bufmefs  of  the  arfenal,  it  was  the  pro? 
du£t  of  chance,  and  never  fo  much  as  thought  of 
by  the  perfons  who  of  late  have  given  fo  many 
good  reafons  for  the  building  of  it;  till,  upon  en- 
quiring into  the  funds,  they  were  found  to  hold  out 
fo  well,  that  there  was  a  neceffity  of  dcftroying 
fixty  or  feventy  thoufand  pounds,  otherwife  his  ex- 
cellency, for  that  time,  could  hardly  have  had  the 
credit  of  taxing  the  kingdom.  Upon  this  occafion, 
many  proje&s  were  propofed,  ail  which  at  laft  gave 
way  to  the  propofal  of  a  worthy  perfon,  who  had 
often  perfuaded  the  nation  to  do  itfeif  a  great  deal 
of  harm,  by  attempting  to  do  itfeif  a  little  goodj 
which  was,  that  forty  thoufand  arms  fhould  be 
provided  for  the  militia,  and  ammunition  in  pro- 
portion, to  t>e  kept  in  four  arfenals  to  be  built  for 
that  purpbfe:  this  was  accordingly  put  into  the 
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h^ads  of  a  bill,  and  then  this  worthy  patriot*  with 
his  ufual  fincerity,  declared  he  would  not  confent 
to  the  giving  of  money  for  any  other  ufe ;  a* 
every  body  thought  by  the  words  he  fpoke,  though 
afterwards  he  {hewed  them,  that  his  meaning  was 
not  to  be  known  by  the  vulgar  acceptation  of  words  j 
for  he  not  only  gave  his  content  to  the  bill,  but 
ufed  all  the  art  and  induftry  he  was  mafter  of,  t& 
have  it  pafe ;  though  the  money  was  applied  in  it* 
to  the  building  one  arfenal  only,  and  ammunition 
and  other  ftores  proportionable,  without  one  word 
of  the  militia.  So  the  arfenal  was  conceived,  and 
afterwards  formed  in  a  proper  manner ;  but  when 
it  came  to  be  brought  forth,  his  excellency  took 
it  out  of  the  hands  that  had  formed  it,  as  far  as  he 
could,  and  contrary  to  all  precedents,  put  it  out  of 
the  care  of  the  ordnance-board,  who  were  property 
to  .have  taken  care  of  the  receipt  and  payment  of  the 
money,  without  any  farther  charge  to  the  public* 
and  appointed  his  fecond  fecretary,  Mr.  Denton,  to 
he  paymaftec,  whofe  faiary  was  a  charge  of  above 
fiv-e  hundred  pounds  in.  the  whole  :  then,  thinking 
this  was  too  fmall  a  charge  to  put  the  public  to  for 
nothing,  he  made  an  eftablifhment  for  that  work, 
confuting  of  one  fiiperintendant  at  three  pouads/^r 
week,  eight  overfeers  at  feven  pounds  four  (hillings 
a  week,  and  iixteen  afliftants  at  feven  pounds  four 
Shillings  a  week,  making  in  all  feventeen  pounds 
oght  fhillings  a  week;  and  thefe  were,  for  the 
greateft  part,  perfons  who  had  no  knowledge  of 
fych  bufinefs;}  and  their  honsfty  was  equal  to  their' 
knowledge,  as  it  has  fmce  appeared  by  the  noto-*: 
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riotis  cheats  and  negleds  that  have  been  made  oat 
agftinft  them ;  infomuch  that  the  work  they  have 
Qverfeen,  which,  with  their  falary,  has  coft  near 
threethoufand  pounds,  might  have  been  done  for  lefe 
than  eighteen  hundred  pounds,  if  it  had  been  agreed 
fpr  by  the  yard,  which  is  the  ufual  method,  and 
v?£&  fo  propofed  in  the  eftimate.  And  this  is 
all  a  certainty,  becaufe  all  that  has  been  done, 
was  only  removing  earth,  which  has  been  exa&Iy 
computed  by  the  yard,  and  might  have  been  fo 
agreed  for. 

Philip  Savage,  Eiq;  as  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, demanded  fees  of  the  commiffioners  of 
the  revenue  for  fealing  writs  in  the  queen's  bulinefs, 
aad  ihewed  them  for  it  feme  precedents;  but  they, 
tkot  being  well  fatisfied  with  thc:m,  wrote  to  Mr. 
South,  one  of  the  commiffioners  then  in  London, 
tp  enquire  the  pra&ice  there.  He  fent  them  word 
upon  enquiry,  that  fees  were  paid  there  upon  the 
like  cafes ;  fo  they  judged  it  for  him,  and  con- 
ftantly  paid  him  fees.  If  therefore  there  was  a 
fault,  it  muft  lie  at  their  door,  for  he  never  offered 
to  ftop  the  bufinefs;  yet  his  excellency  knew  fo 
well  how  to  choofe  an  attorney  and  folicltor-gene- 
ral,  that  when  the  cafe  was  referred  to  them,  they 
gave  it  againft  the  chancellor,  and  faid  he  had  for- 
feited his  place  by  it,  and  ought  to  refund  the 
money,  being  about  two  hundred  pounds  per  an* 
nam ;  but  never  found  any  fault  in  the  commif- 
fioners, who  adjudged  the  cafe  for  him,  and  might 
have  refufed  him  the  money  if  they  had  thought 
fit- 
Captain 
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Captain  Robert  Fitzgerald*  father  to  the  prefent 
earl  of  Kildare,  had  a  grant  from  king  Charles  the 
Second,  of  the  office  of  comptroller  of  the  mnfters, 
during  the  lives  of  captain  Charles  Brabazoa,  now 
earl  of  Meath,.  and  George  Fitzgerald,  elde*  bro* 
ther  to  the  prefent  earl  of  Kildare  j  which  the  {aid 
Robert  Fitzgerald  enjoyed  with  a  falary  of  three 
hundred  pounds  per  annum ;  and  after  his  death* 
his  fon  George  enjoyed  it ;  till  my  lord  Gaiway 
ilid,  by  threats,  compel  him  to  furf  ender  the  faid 
patent  for  a  penfion  of  two  hundred  pounds  ptr 
annum  ;  which  he  enjoyed  during  his  life*     Some 
rime  ago  the  prefent  earl  of  Kildare,  as  heir  to  his 
father  and  brother,  looked  upon  himfqlf  to  be  in- 
jured, by  the  furrender  of  the  faid  patent,  which 
lhould  have  come  to  him,  the  earl  of  Meath  being 
{till  living:   therefore,  in  order  to  right  himfelf, 
did  petition  her  majefty  ;  which  petition,  as  ufual, 
was  referred  to  the  earl  of  Wharton,  then  lord  lieu- 
tenant, who  being  at  that  time  in  London,  referred 
it,  according  to  the  common  method  on  fuch  occa- 
fions,  to  the  lord  chancellor  and  lieutenant-general 
Ingoldfby,  the  then  lords  juftices  of  this  kingdom ; 
who,  for  their  information,  ordered  the  attorney- 
general  to  enquire  whether  the  earl  of  Kildare  had 
any  legal  title  to  the  faid  patent,  which  he,  in  a  full 
report,  {aid  he  had:  and  they  referred  it  to  the^ 
deputy  vice-treafurer  to  enquire  into  the  nature  of 
the  office,  and  to  give  them  his  opinion,  whether 
he  thought  it  was  ufeful  or  neceflary  for  her  ma-» 
jefty's  fervice.     He  gave  in  his  report,  and  faid  he 
thought  it  both  ufeful  and  neceflary ;  and,  with 

more 


3$4     A  SHORT  CHARACTER  OF 

more  honefty  than  wit,  gave  the  following  feafdns: 
firft,  that  the  mufter-mafter  general  computed  the 
pay  of  the  whole  military  lift,  which  is  above 
5kdo,ooo  /.  per  annum ;  fo  having  no  check  on  him, 
might  commit  miftakes,  to  the  great  prejudice  of 
the  crown :  and,  fecondly,  becaufe  he  had  him- 
felf  found  out  feveral  of  thofe  miftakes,  which  a 
comptroller  might  prevent.  The  lords  juftices  ap- 
proved of  thefe  reafons,  and  fo  fent  over  their  report 
to  my  lord  lieutenant  that  they  thought  the  office 
ufeful  and  neceflary:  but  colonel  P  r,  the 
mufter-mafter  general,  being  then  in  London,  and 
having  given  my  lord  lieutenant  one  thoufand 
pounds  for  his  confent  to  enjoy  that  office,  after 
he  had  got  her  majefty's  orders  for  a  patent,  thought 
a  check  upon  his  office  would  be  a  troublefomo  ipy 
upon  him ;  fo  he  pleaded  the  merit  of  his  thouftad 
pounds,  and  defired,  in  confideration  thereof,  that 
his  excellency  would  free  him  from  an  office  that 
would  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  wrong  the  crowa^ 
and  to  ftrengthen  his  pretentions,  put  my  lady  in 
mind  of  what  money  he  had  loft  to  her  at  play  ; 
who  immediately,  out  of  a  grateful  fenfe  of  bene* 
fits  received,  railed  as  much  againft  the  lords  juftices 
report,  as  ever  flie  had  done  againft  the  Tories; 
and  my  lord  lieutenant,  prompted  by  the  lame  vir- 
tue, made  his  report  that  there  needed  no  comp- 
troller to  that  office,  becaufe  he  comptrolled  it  hiffr* 
felf;  which  (now  having  given  his  word  for  i^ 
he  will,  beyond  all  doubt,  effedually  for  the  fix- 
ture ;  although  fince,  it  has  been  plainly  made4£v 
jpear,  that  for  want  of  fome  controul  on  that  otfiM£ 
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lier  majefty  his  been  wronged  of  many  hundred 
pounds  by  the  roguery  of  a  clerk,  and  that  during 
the  time  of  his  excellency's  government ;  of  which 
there  has  been  but  a  fmali  part  refunded,  and  the 
reft  has  not  been  enquired  after,  left  it  fhould  make 
it  plainly  appear  that  a  comptroller  in  that  office  is 
abfolutely  necefiary; 

His  excellency  being  defirous,  for  a  private 
reafon,  to  provide  for  the  worthlefs  fon  of  a 
worthlefs  father,  who  had  lately  fold  his  company, 
and  of  courfe  all  pretenfions  to  preferment  in  the 
army,  took  this  opportunity:  a  captain  in  the  old- 
eft  regiment  in  the  kingdom,  being  worn  out  with 
fervice,  defired  leave  to  fell,  which  was  granted 
him :  and  accordingly*  for  a  confideration  agreed 
upon,  he  gave  a  refignation  of  his  company  to  a 
perfon  approved  of  by  the  commander  of  the  regi- 
ment, who*  at  thfe  fame  time,  applied  to  his  ex- 
cellency for  leave  for  another  captain  of  his  regi- 
ment, who  is  an  engineer  in  her  majefty's  fervide 
in  Spain,  dnd  abfent  by  her  majefty's  licence  1  his 
excellency,  hearing  that,  faid  they  might  give  hirti 
a  company  in  Spain,  fot  he  would  difpofe  of  this 
here ;  and  fo,  notwithftanding  all  the  commanders 
in  the  regiment  could  urge*  he  gave  the  company, 
which  was  regularly  furrendered*  to  his  worthy 
favourite;  and  the  other  company,  which  was  a 
difputable  title,  to  the  gentleman  who  had  paid  his 
money  for  that  which  was  furrendered*  Talking 
one  morning,  as  he  was  drefiing*  (at  leaft  a  dozen 
people  prefent)  of  the  debates  in  council,  about  the 
affairs  of  Trim,  he  faid  the  lord  chief  juftice  Dal- 
.    Vol.V«  Cc  bin 
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bin  had  laid  down  as  law  a  thing  for  which  a 
man  ought  to  have  his  gown  ftripped  off,  and  be 
whipped  at  the  cart's  a — e ;  and,  in  left  than  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  repeated  the  expreffion  again : 
yet,  fome  days  after,  fent  Dr.  Lloyd  to  afliire  his 
lordfhip  he  faid  no  fuch  thing.  Some  time  after, 
while  he  was  in  England,  he  ufed  his  utmoft  efforts 
with  the  queen  to  turn  him  out,  but  could  not : 
and  when  he  came  once  again,  he  took  an  oppor- 
tunity (when  the  judges  were  to  wait  on  him)  to 
fay  to  them,  particularly  to  lord  chief  juftice  Dal- 
bin,  that  perhaps  fome  officious  perfons  might 
fpread  ftories  that  he  had  endeavoured  to  do  lotne 
of  them  a  prejudice  in  England,  which  he  allured 
them  he  never  had ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  would 
always,  without  diftin&ion,  {hew  his  regard  ac- 
cording to  merit  j  which  the  lord  chief  jnftiee  Dal- 
bin  was  pleafed  to  approve  of,  by  faying,  that  was 
very  honourable,  that  was  very  gracious  j  although 
he  knew  the  contrary  himfelf. 

In  England  he  bid  Mr.  Deering  aflure  all  hi* 
friends  and  acquaintance  here,  that  they  and  everjr 
body  might  depend  on  his  favour,  as  they  behaved 
themfelvea  j  with  which  Mr.  Deering  was  much 
pleafed,  and  wrote  over  to  his  friends  accordingly; 
and,  as  foon  as  his  back  waa  turned,  he  jeeringlj 
faid,  "  D — n  me,  how  eafily  he  is  bit  f"  When 
the  duke  of  Ormond  was  in  the  government,  be 
gave  to  Mr.  Anderfbn  Saunders  the  government  of 
Wicklow  caftle,  which  has  no  faiary,  but  a  perqui- 
fite  of  fome  land  worth  about  1 2J*  per  annum y  whkli 
Mr.  Saunders  gave  to  the  free  fchool  of  the  town ; 


Digitized  t 


TOOMAS,  EARL  OF  WHARTON.    387 

but  his  excellency,  not  liking  either  the  perfon  or 
the  life*  without  any  ceremony,  or  reafon  given, 
fuperfeded  him,  by  giving  a  commiffion  for  it  to 

J ^s  the  horfe-courfer,  who  lies  under  feveral 

odious  and  fcandalous  reflexions,  particularly  of 
very  narrowly  efcaping  the  gallows  for  coining. 
Some  time  after  his  excellency's  landing  the  fecond 
time,  he  fent  for  Mr*  Saunders*  among  others,  de- 
iiring  their  good  offices  in  the  enfuing  feffion,  and 
that  Mr.  Saunders  would  not  take  amifs  his  giving 
that  place  to  J—- — *,  for  he  allured  him  he  did  not 
know  it  belonged  to  him ;  which  is  highly  pro- 
bable, becaufe  men  of  his  knowledge  ufually  give 
away  things,  without  enquiring  how  they  are  in 
their  difpofal.  Mr.  Saunders  anfwered,  "  He  was 
"  very  glad  to  find  what  was  done  was  not  out  of 
c<  any  particular  difpleafure  to  him ;  becaufe'  Mr. 
c<  Whitfhed  had  faid  at  Wicklow,  by  way  of  apology 
u  for  what  his  excellency  had  done*  that  it  was  occ*. 
"  fioned  by  Mr.  Saunders  having  it ;  and  feeing 
<€  his  excellency  had  no  ill  intention  againft  him, 
cc  was  glad  he  could  tell  his  excellency  it  was  not 
"  legally  given  away,  for  he  had  a  cuftpdium  for 
<c  the  land  out  of  the  court  of  exchequer ;  fo  his 
cc  excellency's  commiffion  could  do  him  no  pre- 
"  judice." 

Lieutenant-general  Echlin  had  pay  on  this  efta- 
}>li{hment  as  brigadier,  until  the  middle  of  0£to- 
•ber,  1708,  when  he  was  removed  from  it  by  his 
.excellency,  becaufe  his  regiment  went  away  at 
that  time,  and  lieutenant-general  Gorge  was  put 
in  his  room.    Some  time  after,  major  general  Rook, 
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cbnfidering  the  reafon  why  Echiin  was  removed, 
concluded,  that  Gorge  could  not  come  on,  until 
fome  time  in  February  after,  becaufe  his  regiment 
was  alfo  out  of  the  kingdom  until  that  time ;  and 
therefore,  he  being  the  eldeft  general  officer  that 
had  no  pay  as  fuch,  was  entitled  to  the  brigadier's 
pay,  from  the  time  Echiin  was  removed,  until 
Gorge  was  qualified  to  receive  it,  he  having  done 
the  duty.  His  excellency,  upon  hearing  the  rea- 
fonj  owned  it  to  be  a  very  good  one,  and  told  him, 
if  the  money  were  not  paid  to  Gorge,  he  fliould 
have  it,  fb  bid  him  go  fee ;  which  he  did,  and 
found  it  was :  then  his  excellency  told  him  he 
would  refer  his  cafe  to  a  court  of  general  officers  to 
give  their' opinion  in  it,  which  he  faid  muft  needs 
be  in  his  favour ;  and  upon  that  ground,  he  would 
iind  a  way  to  do  him  right  j  yet,  when  the  general 
officers  fat,  he  fent  for  feveral  of  them,  and  made 
them  give  the  cafe  againft  Rook. 

When  the  profecution  againft  the  diflenting  mi- 
nifters  in  Drogheda  was  depending,  one  Stevens, 
a  lawyer  in  this  town  of  Dublin,  fent  his  excel- 
lency, then  in  London,  a  petition,  in  the  name  of 
the  faid  diffenting  minifter,  in  behalf  of  himfelf 
and  others  who  lay  under  any  fuch  profecution  ;  and 
in  about  a  fortnight's  time,  his  excellency  fent  over  a 
letter,  to  the  then  lords  juftices,  to  give  the  attorney 
atid  folicitor  generals  orders,  to  enter  a  noliprofeqm 
to  all  fuch  fuits  ;  which  was  done  accordingly,  al* 
though  he  never  fo  much  as  enquired  into  the  merits 
of  the  caufe,  or  referred  the  petition  to  any  body, 
which  is  a  juftice  done  to  all  men,  let  the  cafe  be 

ever 
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ever  fo  light.  He  faid  he  had  her  majefty  *s  orders 
for  it,  but  they  did  not  appear  under  her  hand ; 
and  it  is  generally  affirmed  he  never  had  any, 

That  his  excellency  can  defcend  to  fmall  gains, 
take  this  inftance :  there  were  850  /,  ordered  by 
her  majefty,  to  buy  new  liveries  for  the  (late  trum- 
pets, meflengers,  &V.  but  with  great  induftry  he 
got  them  made  cheaper  by  200 /•  which  he  faved 
out  of  that  fum ;  and  it  is  reported,  that  his  fteward 
got  a  handfome  confideration  befide  from  the  un- 
dertaken 

The  agent  to  his  regiment,  being  fo  alfo  to 
others,  bought  a  lieutenant's  commiffion  in  a  regi- 
ment of  foot,  for  which  he  never  was  to  do  any 
duty ;  which  fervice  pleafed  his  excellency  fo  well, 
that  he  gave  him  leave  to  buy  a  company,  and 
would  have  had  him  keep  both;  but  before  his 
pleafure  was  known,  the  former  was  difpofed  of. 

The  lord  lieutenant  has  no  power  to  remove,  or 
put  in  a  folicitor-general,  without  the  queen's  letter 
it  being  one  of  thofe  employments  excepted  out  of 
his  commiffion  ;  yet,  becaufe  Sir  Richard  Levinge, 
difobliged  him,  by  voting  according  to  his  opinion 
he  removed  him,  and  put  in  Mr.  Forfter  *  although 
he  had  no  queen  i  letter  for  fo  doing ;  only  a  letter 
from  JVfo  Secretary  Boyle,  that  her  majefty  de- 
figned  to  remove  him. 

The  privy-council  in  Ireland  have  a  great  fhare 
of  the  adminiftration,  all  things  being  carried  by 
the  confent  of  the  majority,  and  they  fign  all  or«* 

•  Afterwards  recorder  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  lord  chief 
juftice  of  the  common  pleas. 
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der3  and  proclamations  there,  as  well  as  the  chief 
governor.  But  his  excellency  difliked  fo  great  a 
lhare  of  power  in  any  but  himfelf :  and  when 
matters  were  debated  in  council  otherwife  than  hei 
approved,  he  would  ftop  them,  and  fay,  "  Come, 
"  my  lords,  I  fee  how  your  opinioi\s  are^  and! 
"  therefore  I  will  not  take  your  votes ;"  andtfo; 
would  put  an  end  to  the  difpute. 

One  of  his  chief  favourites  was  a  fcandalous  cler- 
gyman, a  conftant  companion  of  his  pleafures,  who 
appeared  publicly  with  his,  excellency,  but  never  in 
his  habit,  and  who  was  a  hearer  and  fharer  of  all  the 
lewd  and  blafphemous  difcourfes  of  his  excellency, 
and  his  cabal.  His  excellency  prefented  this  worthy 
divine  to  one  of  the  bifhops,  with  the  following  re- 
commendation :  u  My  lord,  M  is  a  very  ho* 
"  neft  fellow,  and  has  no  fault  but  that  he  is  a  littlei 
"  too  Immoral."  He  made  this  man  chaplain  to 
his  regiment,  although  he  had  been  fo  infamous, 
that  a  bifhop  in  England  refufed  to  admit  him  to 
a  living  he  had  been  prefented  to,  until  the  patron 
forced  him  to  it  by  law. 

His  excellency  recommended  the  earl  of  Inchi- 
quin  to  be  one  of  the  lords  juftices  in  his  abfence, 
and  was  much  mortified  when  he*  found  lieutenant 
general  Ingoldfby  appointed,  without  any  regard 
to  his  recommendation  ;  particularly  becaufe  the 
fcfual  falary  of  a  lord  juftice,  in  the  lord  lieutenant's 
abfence,  is  ioo/.  per  month^  and  he  had  bargained 
With  the  earl  for  40  /, 

I  will  fend  you,  in  a  pacquet  or  two,  fome  par- 
ticulars of  his  excellency's  ufage  of  the  convoca- 
tion, 
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tion,    of  his  infamous   intrigues   with  Mrs.  Co- 
riingfby,  an  account  of  his  arbitrary  proceedings 
about  the  ele&ion  of  a  magiftrate  in  Trim,  his  bar- 
barous injuftice  to  dean  Jephfon  and  poor  Will  Crow; 
liis  deciding  a  cafe  at  hazard  to  get  my  lady  twenty 
guineas,  but  in  fo  fcandalous  and  unfair  a  manner, 
that  the  arranteft  fharper  would  be  afhamed  of;  the 
common  cuftom  of  playing  on  Sunday  in  my  lady's 
clofet ;  the  partie  quarree  between  her  ladyfhip  and 
Mrs.  Lloyd  and  two  young  fellows  dining  privately 
and  frequently  at  Clontarf,  where  they  ufed  to  go  in 
a  hackney-coach ;  and  his  excellency's  making  no 
fcrupfle  of  dining  in  a  hedge  tavern  whenever  he 
was  invited;  with  fome  other  paflages  which,  I 
hope,  you  will  put  into  fome  method,  and  correct 
the  flyle,  and  publifli  as  fpeedily  as  you  can. 

Note,  Mr.  Savage,  befide  the  profecution  about 
his  fee$,  was  turned  out  of  the  council,  for  giving  his 
vote  in  parliament  in  a  cafe  where  his  excellency's 
own  friends  were  of  the  fame  opinion,  until  they 
were  wheedled  or  threatened  out  of  it  by  his  ex- 
cellency. The  particulars  before  mentioned  I  have 
not  yet  received  5  whenever  they  come,  I  fhall 
publifh  them  in  a  fecond  part. 
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A  Pamphlet,  intituled,  A  Letter  to  the  Sevei< 
ILords  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine 
GREGG. 

THOSE  who  haye  given  themfelves  the  trou- 
ble to  write  againft  me,  either  in  (ingle 
papers  or  pamphlets,  (and  they  are  pretty  mime-* 
rous)  do  all  agree  in  difcovering  a  violent  rage, 
and  at  the  fame  time  affeding  an  air  of  contempt 
toward  their  adverfary;  which,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  are  not  very  confident :  and  therefore  it 
is  plain,  that  their  fury  is  real  and  hearty,  their 
contempt  only  perfonated.  I  have  pretty  well 
ftudied  this  matter,  and  would  caution  writers  of 
their  ftandard,  never  to  engage  in  that  difficult  at* 
tempt  of  defpiiing ;  which  is  a  work  to  be  done 
in  cold  blood,  and  only  by  a  fuperior  genius,  to 
one  at  fame  diftance  beneath  him.  I  can  truly  af- 
firm, I  have  had  a  very  fincere  contempt  for  many 
of  thofe  who  have  drawn  their  pens  againft  me  ; 
yet  I  rather  chofe  the  cheap  way  of  difcovering 
it  by  filence  and  negleft,  than  be  at  the  pains  of 
new  terms  to,  exprefs  it :  f  have  known  a  lady  va- 
lue herfelf  uporj.  a  haughty  difdaiufnl  look,  whicti 
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very  few  underftood,  and  nobody  alive  regarded. 
Thoff  common-place  terms  of  infamous  fcribbler, 
proftitute  libeller,  and  the  like,  thrown  abroad  with- 
out propriety  or  provocation,  do  ill  perfonate  the 
true  fpirit  of  contempt,  becaufe  they  are  fuch  as  the 
meaneft  writer,  whenever  he  pleafes,  may  ufe  to^ 
wards  the  beft.  I  remember  indeed  a  parifli  fool, 
who,  with  a  great  deal  of  deformity,  carried  the 
mod  difdainful  look  I  ever  obferved  in  any  coun- 
tenance :  and  it  was  the  moft  prominent  part  of 
his  folly ;  but  he  was  thoroughly  in  earneft,  which 
thefe  writers  are  not :  for  there  is  another  thing 
I  would  obfcrve,  that  my  antagonifts  are  moft  of 
them  fo,  in  a  literal  fenfe ;  breathe  real  vengeance, 
and  extend  their  threats  to  my  perfon,  if  they 
knew  where  to  find  it;  wherein  they  are  fo  far 
from  defpifmg,  that  I  am  fenfible  they  do  me  too 
much  honour.  The  author  of  the  Letter  to  the 
6even  Lords,  takes  upon  him  the  three  characters 
of  a  defpifer,  a  threatener,  and  a  railer  j  and  fuc-* 
ceeds  fo  well  in  the  two  laft,  that  it  has  made  him 
mifcarry  in  the  firft.  It  is  no  unwife  proceeding, 
which  the  writers  of  that  fide  have  taken  up,  to  feat- 
t?r  their  menaces  in  every  paper  they  ptiblifh  ;  it 
may  perhaps  look  abfurd,  ridiculous,  and  impu- 
dent, in  people  at  mercy  to  aflume  fuch  a  ftyle ; 
but  the  defign  is  right,  to  endeavour  perfuading 
the  w6rl4  that  it  is  they  who  are  the  injured  party, 
that  they  are  jhe  fufferprs,  and  have  a  right  to 
he  angry. 

However,  there  is  one  point,  wherein  thefe  gen- 
tlemen feein  to  ftretch  this  wife  expedient,  a  little 
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farther  than  it  will  allow.  I>  who  for  feveral  months 
undertook  to  examine  into  the  late  management 
of  perfons  and  things*  was  Content  fometimes  to 
give  only  a  few  hints  of  certain  matters,  which  I 
had  charity  enough  to  wifh  might  be  buried  for  ever 
in  oblivion,  if  the  confidence  of  thefe  people  had 
not  forced  them  from  me.  One  inftance  whereof, 
among  many,  is  the  bufinefe  of  Gregg,  the  fubjcd 
of  a  letter  I  am  now  confidering.  If  this  piece 
lias  been  written  by  direction,  as  I  fhould  be  apt 
to  (Wpe<ft;  yet,  I  am  confident,  they  would  not 
have  ns  think  fo,  becaufe  it  is  a  fort  of  challenge, 
to  let  the  world  into  the  whole  fecret  of  Gregg's 
affair.  But  I  fupppfe  they  are  confident,  it  is  what 
I  am  not  matter  of;  wherein  it  is  odds  but  they 
may  be  miftaken  j  for  I  believe  the  memorials  of 
that  tranfa&ion  are  better  preferved,  than  they  feem 
fo  be  aware  of,  as  perhaps  may  one  day  appear. 

ThU  writer  is  offended,  becaufe  I  have  laid  fo 
many  fcvere  things  with  application  to  particular 
perfons.  The  Medley  has  been  often  in  the  feme 
jftory :  if  they  condemn  it  as  a  crane  in  general,  I 
fhall  not  tnuch  dbjeS;  at  leaft  I  will  allow  it  fhould 
be  done  with  truth  and  caution :  but,  by  what  ar- 
gument will  they  undertake  to  prove  that  it  is  par- 
donable on  one  fide,  and  not  on  the  other  ?  Since 
the  late  change  of  miniftry,  I  have  obfenred  many 
of  that  party  take  up  a  new  ftyle,  and  tell  us,  "  That 
*4  this  way  of  pe^fonal  refle&ion  ought  not  to  be 
"  endured ;  they  could  not  approve  of  it ;  it  was 
u  againft  charity  and  good-manners."  When  the 
Whigs  were  in  power,  they  took  fpecial  care  to 
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keep  their  adverfaries  fil'ent ;  then  all  kind  of  falfe- 
hood  and  fcurrility  was  doing  gotod  fervice  to  the 
caufe,  and  dete&ing  evil  principles.  Now,  that  the 
face  of  things  is  changed,  and  we  have  liberty  to 
retort  upon  them,  they  are  for  calling  down  6re 
from  heaven  upon  us;  though,  by  a  fort  of  Indul- 
gence which  they  were  ftrangers  to,  we  allow  them 
equal  liberty  of  the  prefs  with  ourfelves ;  and  they 
even  now  make  greater  ufe  of  it,  againft  perfons  in 
higheft  power  and  credit,  than  we  do  againft  thofe 
who  have  been  difcarded,  for  the  moft  infamous 
abufe  of  both. 

Who  encouraged  and  rewarded  the  Obfervator 
and  Review,  for  many  years  together,  in  charging 
the  whole  body  of  the  clergy  with  the  moft  odious 
crimes  and  opinions;  in  declaring  all  who  took 
oaths  to  the  government,  and  called  themfelves 
Tories,  to  be  worfe  than  papifts  and  nonjurors ;  in 
expofing  the  univerfities,  as  feminaries  of  the  moft 
pernicious  principles  in  church  and  ftate ;  in  de- 
fending the  rebellion,  and  the  murder  of  king 
Charles  I.,  which  they  aflerted  to  be  altogether  as 
juftifiable  as  the  late  revolution  ?  Is  there  a  great 
man  now  in  power,  or  in  any  credit  with  the 
queen,  whom  thofe  worthy  undertakers  have  not 
treated,  by  name,  in  the  moft  ignominious  man- 
ner ?  Even  fince  this  great  change  of  affairs,  with 
what  amazing  licentioufnefs  has  the  writer  of  the 
Medley  attacked  every  perfon  of  the  prefent  mi- 
niftry,  the  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 
the  whole  fenate  ?  He  has  turned  into  ridicule  the 
{•  pfults  of  the  council  *and  the  parliament,  as  well 

as 
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as  the  juft  and  generous  endeavours  of  the  latter, 
to  pay  the  debts,  and  reftore  the  credit  of  the  na- 
tion, almoft  ruined  by  the  corruption  and  manage- 
ment of  his  own  party. 

And  are  thefe  the  people  who  complain  of  per- 
fonal  refle&ions;  who  fo  confidently  invoke  the 
men  in  power  (whom  they  have  fo  highly  obliged) 
to  punifh  or  filence  me  for  refle&ing  on  their  ex- 
ploded heroes  ?  Is  there  no  difference  between  men 
chofen  by  the  prince,  reverenced  byflie  people  for 
their  virtue,  and  others  reje&ed  by  both  for  the 
higheft  demerits  ?  Shall  the  Medley  and  his  brothers 
fly  out  with  impunity  againft  thofe  who  prefide  at 
the  helm  ?  and  am  I  to  be  torn  in  pieces,  becaufe 
I  cenfure  others,  who,  for  endeavouring  to  fplit  the 
veflel  againft  a  rock,  are  put  under  the  hatches  ? 

I  now  proceed  to  the  pamphlet  which  I  intend 
to  confider.  It  is  a  letter  written  to  feven  great 
men,  who  were  appointed  to  examine  Gregg  in 
Newgate.  The  writer  tells  their  lordfhips,  that 
the  Examiner  has  charged  them  with  endeavour- 
ing, by  bribery  and  fubornation  of  that  criminal, 
to  take  away  Mr.  Harley's  life.  If  there  be  any 
thing  ^rnong  the  papers  I  have  writ,  which  may 
be  applied  to  thefe  perfons,  it  would  have  become 
this  author  to  have  cleared  them  fully  from  the  ac- 
cufation,  and  then  he  might  at  leifure  have  fallen 
upon  me  as  a  liar  and  mifreprefenter  j  but  of  that 
he  has  not  offered  a  fyllable :  the  weight  of  his 
charge  lies  here  ;  that  fuch  an  author  as  the  Exa- 
miner, fhould  prefume,  by  certain  innuendo's,  to 
accufe  any  great  perfons  of  fuch  a  crime.     My  by- 
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linefs,  in  thofe  papers,  was  to  reprefent  fa£ts ;  and 
I  was  as  fparing  as  poffible  of  refle&ing  upon  par- 
ticular perfons  :  but  the  mifchief  is,  that  the  readers 
h^ve  always  Found  names  to  tally  with  thofe  fads ; 
and  I  know  no  remedy  for  this.  As  for  iflftance, 
in  the  cafe  here  before  us*  An  under-clerk  in  the 
fecretary 's  office,  of  fifty  pounds  a  year,  is  difco- 
vered  to  hold  correfpondence  with  Ffarice,  and  ap^ 
prehended  by  his  matter's  order,  before  he  cotikl 
have  opportunity  to  make  his  efcape,  by  the  private 
warning  of  a  certain  perfon,  a  profefled  enemy  to 
the  fecretary.  The  criminal  is  condemned  to  die. 
It  is  found,  upon  his  trial,  that  he  was  a  poor  pro- 
fligate fellow:  the  fecretary,  at  that  time,  was 
under  the  mortal  hatred  of  a  violent  prevailing 
party,  who  dreaded  him  for  his  great  abilities,  and 
his  avowed  defign  to  break  their  deftruftive  mea^ 
fures- 

It  was  very  well  known,  that  a  fecretary  of  ftate 
has  little  or  no  intercourfe  with  the  lower  clerk^ 
but  with  the  under-fecrofaries,  who  are  the  more 
immediate  mafters  of  thofe  clerks,  and  are,  and 
ought  to  be,  as  they  then  were,  gentlemen  of 
worth  :  however,  it  would  pafs  well  enough  in  the 
world,  that  Gregg  was  employed  in  Mr.  fecretary 
Harley's  office,  and  was  confequently  one  of  his 
clerks,  which  would  be  ground  enough  to  build 
upon  it  what  fuggeftlons  they  pleafed.  Then  for 
the  criminal,  he  was  needy  and  vicious:  he  owed 
his  death  to  the  fecretary's  watchful  purfuit  of  him; 
and  would  therefore  probably  incline  to  hearken  to 
any  offers  that  would  lave  his  life,  gratify  his  re- 
venge, and  make  him  eafy  in  his  fortune  ;  £0  that, 

if 
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if  a  work  of  darknefs  were  to  be  done*  it  mull  bd 
confefled,  here  were  proper  motives,  and  a  proper 
inftrument.  But  ought  we  to  fufpeft  any  perfons 
of  fuch  a  diabolical  pra&ice  ?  can  all  faith  and  Ho- 
nour and  juftice  be  thus  violated  by  men  ?  ques- 
tions proper  for  a  pulpit,  or  well  becoming  a  phi- 
losopher :  but  what  if  it  were  regnandi  caujay  and 
that  perhaps  in  a  literal  fenfe  ?  Is  this  an  age  of  the 
world  to  think  crimes  improbable  becauie  they  are 
great  ?  Perhaps  it  is  j  but  what  ihall  we  fay  to  fbme 
of  thofe  circumftances  which  attended  this  fa  &  ?  who 
gave  rife  to  this  report  againft  Mr.  Harley  ?  will 
any  of  his  enemies  confefs,  in  cold  blood,  that  they 
did  either  believe,  fufpe&,  or  imagine,  the  fccre- 
tary,  and  one  of  the  under-clerks,  to  be  joined  in 
correfponding  with  France  ?  Some  of  them,  I  fhould 
think,  kneTO  better  what  belonged  to  fuch  a  cor- 
refpondence,  and  how  it  ought  to  be  managed. 
The  nature  of  Gregg's  crime  was  fuch,  as  to  be 
Jjeft  performed  without  any  accomplices  at  all ;  it 
was,  to  be  a  fpy  here  for  the  French,  and  to  tell 
them  all  he  knew ;  and  it  appears,  by  his  letters, 
that  he  never  had  it  in  his  power  to  let  them  into 
any  thing  of  importance.  The  copy  of  the  queen's 
letter  to  the  emperor,  which  he  fent  to  the  enemy, 
and  has  made  fuch  a  noife,  was  only  to  defire  that 
prince  Eugene  might  be  employed  to  command  in 
Spain ;  which,  for  fix  weeks  before,  had  been  men* 
tioned  in  all  the  Gazettes  of  Europe.  It-  was  evi- 
dent, from  the  matter  of  his  letters,  that  no  man 
of  confequence  could  have  any  fhare  in  them.  The 
whole  affair  had  been  examined  in  the  cabinet  two 
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months  before,  and  there  found  and  reported  as 
only  affefting  the  perfon  of  Gwgg,  who}  to  fop- 
ply  his  vices  and  his  wants,  was  tempted  to  engage 
in  that  correfpondence ;  it  is  therefore  hard  to  con- 
ceive, how  that  examination  ftiould  be  refumed,  , 
flfter  fuch  a  diftance  of  time,  with  any  fair  or  ho- 
nourable intention.     Why  were  not  Gregg's  exa- 
minations pfcblifhed,  which  were  figned  by  his  own 
hand,  and  had  been  taken  in  cabinet  two  months 
before  the  committee  of  the  houfe  was  appointed  to 
re-examine  him  ?  why  was  he  preffed  fo  clofe,  to 
cry  out  with  horror,  w  Good  God !    would  yon 
4i  have  me  accufe  Mr*  Harley,  when  he  is  wholly 
u  innocent  V9  why  were  all  the  anfwers  returned 
to  the  queries  fent  him,  immediately  burned  ?  I 
cannot,  in  my  confeience,  but  think  that  the  party 
was  bound  in  honour  to  procure  Gregg  a  pardon, 
which  was  openly  promifed  him,  upon  condition 
of  making  an  ingenuous  confeffion,    unlefs  they 
had  fome  other  notions  of  what  is  ingenuous,  thai* 
is  commonly  meant  by  that  word.     A  confeffion 
may  be  neverthelefs  ingenuous,   for  not   anfwer- 
ing  the  hopes  or  defigns  of  thofe  who  take  k  :  but, 
though  the  word  was  publickly  ufed,  the  definition 
of  it  was  referred  to  private  interpretation,  and  by 
a  capricious  humour  of  fortune,  a  moft  flagitious, 
though  repenting  villain,  was  hanged  for  his  vir* 
.     tue.     It  could  not  indeed  confift  with  any  kind  of 
.prudence  then  m  faftiion,  to  fpare  his  life;  and 
thereby  leave  it  in  his  power,  at  any  time,  to  de- 
.    tedfc  their  pra&ices,  which  he  might  afterwards  do 
at  any  time,  with  fo  much  honour,  to  himfelf. 

6  But 
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But  I  have  the  luck  to  be  accufed  by  this  author 
in  very  good  company  :  the  two  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment in  general,  atid  the  fpeaker  of  the  hoiife  of 
commons  in  particular ;  whom  he  taxes  with  falfe- 
hood  arid  abfurdity,  as  well  as  myfelf*  though  in  a 
more  refpedtful  manner,  arid  by  a  fort  of  irony* 
The  whole  kingdom  had  given  the  fame  interpret- 
ation that  I  had  done,  to  fome  certain  paflages  in 
thtf  addrefs  from  both  houfes,  upon  the  attempt  of 
Guifcard  ;  friends  and  enemies  agreed  in  applying 
the  word  fa&ion.  But  the  fpeakpr  is  much  clearer; 
talks  (as  I  have  mentioned  id  another  place)  of 
fome  unparalleled  attempts,  and  ufes  other  terms 
that  come  pretty  home  to  the  point.  As  to  what 
the  parliament  affirms*  this  author  makes  it  firft  as 
abfurd  and  impra&icable  as  he  can ;  and  then  pre- 
tends to  yield,  as  prefled  by  fo  great  an  authority ; 
and  explains  their  meaning  into  rionfenfe,  in  order 
to  bring  them  off  from  refleding  upon  his  party. 
Then  for  the  fpeaker,  this  writer  fays,  he  is  but  a 
fingle  man ;  and,  becaufe  his  fpeech  was  in  words 
too  diredt  to  *  avoid,  he  advifes  him  to  fave  his 
honour  and  virtue,  by  owning  a  folecifm  in  fpeech; 
and  to  write  lefs  correSly*  rather  than  mean  mali*» 
cioufly.  What  an  expedient  this  advocate  has 
found,  to  remove  the  load  of  an  accufation  I  He 
anfwers,  u  The  crime  is  horrible ;  that  great  men 
u  ought  not  to  be  thus  infolently  charged."  I 
reply,  "  That  the  parliament  and  fpeaker  appear^ 


*  This  word  is  improperly  fifed  here,  both  in  point  of  fenfe  and 
grammar.    It  ihould  be— too  dirett  to  be  rvadtd. 
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in  many  points,  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion."— 
He  rejoins,  "  That  he  is  preffed  by  too  great  an 
44  authority;  that  perhaps  thofe  wife  aflemblies, 
44  and  that  honourable  gentleman  (who  befides  is 
44  but  a  (ingle  man)  may  probably  fpeak  nonfenfe ; 
"  they  muft  either  deliver  a  folecifm,  or  be  mali- 
4C  cious  j  and,  in  good-manners,  he  rather  thinks 
44  it  may  be  the  former."    . 

The  writer  of  the  letter,  having  thus  difpatdfikd 
the  Examiner,  falls  next  upon  a  paper  called  Secret 
Tranfa&ions,  &c.  written,  as  he  tells  us,  by  one 
Francis  Hoffman,  and  the  Ordinary  of  Newgate, . 
perfons  whom  I  have  not  the  honour  to  be  known 
to,  (whatever  my  betters  may  be)  nor  have  yet 
feen  their  productions :  but,  by  what  is  cited  from 
them  in  the  letter,  it  fliould  feem,  th$y  have  made 
ibme  untoward  obfervations ;  however,  the  fame 
anfwer  ftill  ferves :  not  a  word  to  controul  what 
they  fay ;  only  they  are  a  couple  of  daring,  infolent 
wretches,  to  reflect  upon  the  greateft  and  belt  men 
in  England ;  and  there  is  an  end.     I  have  no  fort 
of  regard  for  that  fame  Hoffman,  to  whofe  cha- 
racter I  am  a  perfect  ftranger ;  but  methinks  the 
Ordinary  of  Newgate  fhould  be  treated  with  more 
refpeCt,   confidering  what  company  he  has  kept, 
and  what  yifitors  he  may  have  had.     However,  I 
fhall  not  enter  into  a  point  of  controverfy,  whe- 
ther the  lords  were  acquainted  with- the  Ordinary, 
or  the  Ordinary  with  the  lords,  fmce  this  author 
leaves  it  undecided.     Only  one  thing  I  takp  to  be  a 
little  hard.     It  is  now  confeffed  on  all  hands,  that 
Mr.  Harley  was  mod  unjuftly  fufpe&ed  of  joining 
r   Vol.  V.  D  d  with 
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with  an  under-clerk,  in  correfpondmg  with  France : 
die  fufpicion  being  in  itfelf  unreafonable,  and  with- 
out the  leaft  probable  grounds,  wife  men  began  to 
confider  what  violent  enemies  that  gentleman  had : 
they  found  the  report  moil  induftrioufly  fpread ; 
the  Whigs  in  common  difeourfe,  discovering  their 
wifhes,  that  he  might  be  found  guilty :  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  whole  affair  was  put  into  die 
hands  of  fuch  as,  it  is  fuppofed,  would  at  leaft  not 
be  forry  to  find  more  than  they  expe&ecL     Tie 
criminal's  dying  fpeech  Is  unfortunately  pubKfhed, 
wherein  he  thanks  God  he  was  not  tempted  to  lave 
his  Kfe  by  falfely  accusing  his  maftcr ;  with  more 
to  the  feme  purpofe ;  from  aft  this  put  together,  it 
was  no  very  unnatural  conje&ure,  that  there  might 
have  been  fome  tampering.     Now,  I  fay,  it  is  a 
little  hard,  that  Mr.  Harley*s  friends  muft  not  he 
allowed  to  have  their  fofpiciohs,   as  well  as  hit 
enemies :  and  this  author,  if  he  intended  to  <bstl 
feirly,  fliould  have  fpent  one.  paragraph  in  railing 
at  thofe  who  had  the  impudence  and  villainy  to 
fofpeft  Mr.  Harley,  and  then  proceeded  in  dec 
method  to  defend   his  committee  of  examiners; 
but  that  gentleman  being,  as  this  author  fays  of 
the  fpeaker,  but  a  fingle  man,  I  fuppofe  hi3  repu- 
tation and  life  were  efteemed  but  of  little  confc- 
quence. 

There  is  one  ftate  of  the  cafe  in  this  letter,  which 
I  cannot  well  omit,  becaufe  the  author,  I  fuppofe, 
conceives  it  to  be  extremely  cunning  and  malicious; 
that  it  cuts  to  the  quick,  and  is  wonderfully  feverc 
upon  Mr.  Harley,  without  expofing  the  writer  to 
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fny  danger.  I  fey  this  to  gratify  him,  to  Jet  him 
Ikiow.  I  tak^  his  meaning,  and  difcover  his  indir 
nations.  His  parallel  cafe  is  this:  "  Suppofing 
**  Guifcard  had  been  intimate  with  fome  great  qf- 
%t  ficer  of  ftate,  and  had  been  fufpe&ed  to  com-. 
?  munipate  hi?  moft  fecret  affairs  with  that  mi- 
tl  nifter ;  then  he  a{ks,  "  Whether  it  would  haycj 
€<  been  fubornation,  or  feeking  the  life  and  blood 
u  of  tha$  officer,  in  thefe  great  lords  of  the  council, 
if  they  had  narrowly  examine4  this  affair,  in- 
quired with  all  exa&nefs  what  he  knew  of  thi$ 
great  officer,  what  fecrets  he  had  imparted  to 
hjm,  and  whether  he  were  priyy  to  his  cprre-: 
**  fpqftdiflg?  &c."  In  this  parallel,  Guifcard's 
c&  is  fuppqf^d  to  be  the  fame  with  Gregg's ;  an<J 
A»t  qf  the  great  pfficer,  with  Mr.  Harley's.  So 
{hat  here  he  lays  down  as  a  thing  granted,  that 
Djegg  w^s  intimate  with  fylr.  parley,  and  fufpe<3e4 
$q  copi^vuiicate  his  ipoft  fecrpt  affairs  to  him.  No\y 
did  ever  any  rational  man  fufped,  that  Mr.  Har^ 
ley,  firft  principal  fecretary  of  ftate,  \yas  ifitipaat? 
with  an  finder-clerk,  or  upon  the  foot  of  having 
moft  fecret  affairs  communicated  to  him  from  fuch 
a  counfellor,  froiri  one  in  fo  inferior  a  ftation, 
whom  perhaps  he  hardly  knew  by  fight  ?  why  wa$ 
that  report  raifed,  but  for  the  ufes  which  were  af- 
terwards made  of  it  ?  or,  why  fliould  we  wondey 
that  they,  who  were  fo  wicked  as  to  be  authors  of 
it,  would  be  fcrupulous  in  applying  it  to  the  only 
puipofe  for  which  it  could  be  raifed  ? 
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Having  thus  confidered  the  main  defign  of  tids 
letter,  I  fhall  make  a  few  remarks  upon  fome  par- 
ticular paflages  in  it. 

Firft,  Though  it  be  of  no  confequence  to  this 
difptite,  I  cannot  but  obferve  a  moft  evident  falfe- 
hood,  which  he  repeats  three  or  four  times  in  his 
let$$r,  that  I  make  the  world  believe  I  am  fet  on 
\vork  by  great  people.  I  remember  myfelf  to  have 
feveral  times  affirmed  thedireft  contrary,  and  fo  I  do 
ftill;  and  if  I  durft  tell  him  my  name,  which  he  is 
fo  defirous  to  know,  he  would  be  convinced  that  I 
am  of  a  temper  to  think  no  man  great  enough  to 
fet  nie  on  work  ;  nay,  I  am  content  to  own  all  the 
fcurrilouS  titles  he  gives  mfe,  if  he  be  able  to  find 
one  innuendo  through  all  thofe  papers  that  can  any 
way  favour  this  calumny :  the  malice  of  which  is 
not  intended  againft  tae;  but  the  prefent  miniftry ; 
to  make  the  world  beKeve,  that  what  I  have  pub- 
lifhed  is  the  utmoft  effort  of  all  they  can  fay  or 
think  againft  the  laft :  whereas  it  is  nothing  more 
than  the  common  obfervations  of  a  private  man, 
deducing  confequences  and  effe&s  from  very  na- 
tural and  vifible  caufes. 

He  tells  us,  with  great  propriety  of  fpeech,  that 
the  feven  lords  and  their  friends,  are  treated  as  fub- 
verters  of  the  conftitutipn,  and  fuch  as  have  been 
long  endeavouring  to  deftroy  both  church  and  ftate. 
This  puts  me  in  mind  of  one,  who  firft  murdered 
a  man,  and  afterwards  endeavoured  to  kill  him : 
and  therefore- 1  here  folemnly  deny  them  to  have 
been  fubvertcrs  of  the  conftitution  j  but  that  fome 
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people  did  their  bed  endeavours,  I  confidently  be- 
lieve. 

He  tells  me  particularly,  that  I  acquit  Guifcard, 
by  a  blunder,  of  a  defign  againft  Mr.  Harley's  life. 
I  declare  he  injures  me  ;  for  I  lookupon  Guifcard 
to  be  full  as  guilty  of  the  defign,  as  even  thofe 
were  who  tampered  with  the  bufmefs  of  Gregg ;  and 
both  (to  avoid  all  caviling)  as  guilty  as  ever  any 
man  was  that  fuffered  death  by  law. 

He  calls  the  (tabbing  of  Mr.  Harley,  a  fore  blow  j 
but  I  fuppofe  he  means  his  recovery :  that  indeed 
was  a  fore  blow  to  the  interefts  of  his  party :  but 
I  take  the  bufmefs  of  Gregg  to  have  been  a  much 
forer  blow  to  their  reputation. 

This  writer  wonders  how  I  flbould  know  their 
lordfhips  hearts,  becaufe  he  hardly  knows  his.  own, 
I  do  not  well  fee  the  confequence  of  this  :  perhaps 
he  never  examines  into  his  own  heart,  perhaps  it 
keeps  no  correfpondence  with  his  tongue  or  his 
pen :  I  hope,  at  leaft,  it  is  a  ftranger  to  thofe  foul 
terms  he  has  ftrewed  throughout  his  letter ;  other- 
wife  I  fear  I  know  it  too  well :  for  out  of  the  abund-^ 
ance  of  the  heart,  the  mouth  fpeaketh.  But,  how-' 
ever,  a&iojis  are  pretty  good  difcoverers  of  the 
heart,  though  words  are  not ;  and  whoever  .has 
once  endeavoured  to  take  away  my  life,  if  he  has 
ftill  the  fame,  or  rather  much  greater  caufe,  whe- 
ther it  be  a  juft  one  or  not,  a#d  has  never  fhewn 
the  le^ft  fign  of  remorfe  ;  I  may  venture,  without 
being  a  conjurer,  to  know  fo  much  of  his  heart,  as 
%o  believe  he  would  repeat  his  attempt,  if  it  were 
Ml  his  power.     I  muft  needs  tjuote  fom^  following 
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lines  in  the  fame  page,  which  are  of  an  extraor- 
dinary kind,  and  feem  to  defcribe  the  blefled  agfe 
we  fhoutd  live  inr,  under  the  return  of  the  hf e  *d- 
miniftration.  u  It  is  very  well  (fays  he)  that 
"  people's  heads  are  to  ftarid  on  their  ffcoulders  *ai 
"  fong  as  the  laws  \Vill  let  them;  if  it  depended 
*  upon  any  thing  befide,  it  may  be,  your  lord- 
Ci  ftiips  feven  heads  might  be  as  foon  exit  off,  & 
"  that  one  gentleman's,  were  you  in  p6Wer.n 
Then  he  concludes  the  paragraph  with  thfe  cha- 
ritable prayer,  in  the  trtie  moderation-ftyle,  and 
in  Italick  letter :  "  May  the  head  that  has  dortethe 
u  kingdom  the  greateft  mifchief*  falh  fim,  let  it  be 
"  whofe  it  will !"  The  plain  meaafc%  tif  Which 
is  this :  If  the  late  miniftry  Wete  in  *jJtf#er,  they 
would  a£t  juft  as  the  preient  miniftry  wotM  If 
there  were  no  law,  which  perhaps  m&y  «Be  true : 
but  I  "know  not  atiy  miniftry  upon  earth  that  I 
durft  confide  in,  without  law;  and  if,  at  their 
coming  in  again,  they  defign  to  make  their  .power 
the  law,  they  may  as  eafily  cut  off  feven  heads  as 
one.  As  for  the  head  that  has  done  the  greateft 
mifchicf  to  the  kingdom,  I  cannot  confent  it  fhoute 
fall,  till  he  arid  I  have  fettled  the  meaning  of  the 
wcrJ  mifchief.  Neither  do  I  much  approve  this 
renewing  an  old  fafhion  of  whipping  off  heads  by 
a  prayer ;  it  began  from  what  fome  of  us  'think  in 
ill  precedent.  Then  that  unlimited  claufe,  let  it 
be  whofe  it  will,  perplexes  me  not  a  little :  i  ^8h 
m  compliance  with  an  old  form,  he  had  excepted 
my  lord  mayor  :  btherwife,  if  it  were  to  he  deter- 
mined by  their  vote,  whofe  head  it  was  that  -had 
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jfclbne  the  jgreateft  mifchicf ;  which  ifray  can  *we  tell 
How  far  their  predeceffors  principles  may  have  in- 
fiuenced  them  ?  God  preferve,  the  queen  and  her 
fcmnifters  from  fuch  undiftmguifttmg  difpofers  of 
iieads ! 

His  remarks  upon  what  the  Ordinary  told  Hof£- 

roan,  are  lingular  enough.     The  Ordinary's  word* 

.  are,  "  That  fo  many  endeavours  were  ufed  to  cor- 

*€  rupt  Gregg's  confeience,   &c.    that  he  feit  as 

4€  much  urieafmefs  left  Gregg  fhouhd  betray  his 

"  mafter,  is  if  it  had  been  his  own  cafe/*     The 

.author  of  the  tetter  fays  to  this,  "  That,  for  aught 

**  the  Ordinary  knew,  he  might  confefe  what  wai 

€t  exi&ly  trUe  of  his  matter ;  and  that  therefore  an 

*c  indifferent  perfon  might  as  well  be  uneafy,  for 

**  fear  Gregg  ftiould    difcover  fomething  of  his 

ci  mafter,   that  would  touch  his  life,  and*  yet 

4C  might  have  been  true/'      But,    if  thefe  were 

really  the  Ordinary's  thoughts  at  that  time,  they 

were  honeft  and  reafanable.     He  knew  it  was 

trighly  improbable  that  a  pferfbri  of  Mr.  Harley'a 

'chara&er  and  flatten,  flibiild  make  ufe  of  fuch  a 

confederate  in  treafon :    if  he  had  fufpe&ed  his 

loyalty,  he  could  not  have  fufpedted  his  under** 

-Handing.     And  knowing  how  much  Mr.  Harley 

r^afc  feared  and  hated  hy  the  men  in  power,  and 

•©bferving  that  refbrt  to   Gregg    at  unfeafonable 

hours,  and  that  ftrange  promifes  were  often  made 

hhn  by  men  of  note ;  fcU  this  put  together,  might 

naturally  incline  the  Ordinary  to  think!  the  defign 


J  It  ought  to  be—4  which  yet  might  have  been  troe.* 
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could  be  nothing  elfe,  but  that  Mr.  Hariey  fhould 
be  accufed  in  fpite  of  his  innocence. 

This  charge  of  fubornation  is,  it  feems,  fo  ex* 
traordinary  a  crime,  that  the  author  challenges  all 
the  books  in  the  new  lord's  library  (becaufe  he 
hears  it  is  the  largeft)  to  furnifti  us  with  an  inftance 
like  it.  What  if  this  charge  fliould  be  true  ?  Then 
I,  in  my  turn,  would  challenge  all  the  books  in 
another  lord's  library,  which  is  ten  times  larger 
(though  perhaps  not  fo  often  difturbed)  to  furnifh 
us  with  an  inftance  like  this.  If  it  be  fo  monftrous 
a  thing  to  accufe  others  of  fubornation,  what  epi- 
thet is  left  to  beftow  upon  thofe  who  were  really 
guilty  of  the  crime  itfelf?  I  think  it  beyond  con- 
troverfy,  that  fubornation  was  pra&ifed  in  the  bu-r 
finefs  of  Gregg,  This  manifeftly  appears  from 
thofe  few  fads  I  have  mentioned  :  let  the  Whigs 
agree  among  them  where  to  fix  it.  Nay,  it  i$ 
plain,  by  the  great  endeavours  made  to  ftifle  his 
laft  fpeech,  th^t  they  would  hav$  fuborned  the 
poor  man  even  after  he  was  dead ;  and  is  this  a 
matter  now  to  be  called  in  queftion,  much  lefs  t{* 
be  denied  ? 

He  compares  the  examination  of  Guifcard  with 
that  of  Gregg ;  talks  of  feveral  great  perfons  who 
examined  the  former  in  prifon,  and  promifed  him 
the  queen's  pardon,  if  he  would  make  a  ftill  <Jifco- 
very.  Then  the  author  puts  the  cafe,  ".  How 
**  wicked  it  yould  be  to  charge  thefe  honourable 
c<  counfellors  with  fuborning  Guifcard  by  promiftp 
ic  of  life,  &c.  to  accufe  the  innocent,  and  betray 
<c  his  friend !"     Does  it  any  where  appear*  that 
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thofe  noble  perfons  who  examined  Guifcard,  put 
leading  queftions  to  him,  or  pointed  out  where 
they  would  have  him  fix  an  accufation  ?  did  they 
name  fome  mortal  enemy  of  their  own,  and  then 
drop  words  of  pardon  and  reward,  if  he  would 
accufe  him  ?  did  Guifcard  leave  any  paper  behind 
him,  to  juftify  the  innocence  of  fome  great  perfon 
whom  he  was  tempted  to  accufe  ?  Yet  perhaps  I 
could  think  of  certain  people,  who  were  much 
more  likely  to  a£t  in  concert  with  Guifcard,  than 
ever  Mr.  Harley  was  to  be  confederate  with  Gregg. 
I  can  imagine  feveral  who  wifhed  the  penknife  in 
Mr.  Harley's  heart,  though  Guifcard  alone  was 
defperate  enough  to  attempt  it.  Who  were  thof^ 
that  by  their  difcourfes,  as  well  as  countenances, 
difcovered  their  joy  when  the  blow  was  ftruck  1 
who  were  thofe,  that  went  out,  or  flood  iilent, 
when  the.  addrefs  and  congratulation  were  voted  ? 
and  who  were  thofe  that  refined  fo  far,  as  to  make 
Mr.  Harley  confederate  with  his  own  affaffin  ? 

There  is  one  point,  which  this  author  affirms 
more  than  once  or  twice  in  a  tranfient  way,  as  if 
he  would  have  us  fuppofe  it  a  thing  granted  ;  but 
is  of  fuch  a  weight,  that  it  wants  nothing  but  truth 
to  make  the  late  change  of  miniftry  a  very  ufelefs 
and  dangerous  proceeding :  for,  fo  it  muft  be  al- 
lowed, i£  as  he  affirms,  "  Affairs  are  ftill  under 
"  the  like  management,  and  muft  be  fo,  becaufe 
"  there  is  no  better ;  that  this  fet  of  men  muft  take 
"  the  fame  courfes  in  their  miniftration,  with  their 
f*  predeceflbrs,  or  ten  times  worfe ;  that  the  new 
u  fervants  go  on  in  the  ol4  methods,  and  give  the 

'  £  fame 


Digitized 


by  Google 


4*o      REMARKS  ON  A  LETTER 

*  fame  ooudfel  ami  advice/  <m  the  iHce  occafibn^ 
"  vtfth  the  old  ones  :"  wfeh  'more  to  the  fame  £w- 
pofe.  A  inan  may  affirm^  without  b&hg  of  the 
*4blta&,  that  every  fyilable  of  this  ds  afcfohttdy 
jFalfe  $  unlefs  he  means  fchat  money  is  ftiH  railed  by 
parliament,  and  bcnxrArM  upon  hew  funds  ;  dot 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  ft  ill  commands  the  army; 
that  we  have  a  tfeafarer^  keeper,  prefident,  and 
fectetaries,  as  we  had  before;  and  that  becaufe  the 
council  meets  much  about  the  feme  times  and 
places  as  formerly,  therefore  they  givfe  the  feme 
advice,  and  ptirfue  the  fade  nieafures.  What  does 
he  think  of  finding  funds  to  pay  the  did  ttnpfo- 
♦vkted-for  debt  of  the  navy,  and  ere&ing  a  com- 
pany ft*  the  South-fea  trade  ?  what  doe*  be  think 
t>f  M5r.  HHPs  expedition,  to  preferve  otir  trade  in 
the  Weft  Indies  ?  what,  of  the  methods  taken  to 
triake  our  allies  pay  their  quotas  to  the  war*  which 
.was  a  thing  fo  fefcrtdaloufly  either  neglected,  con- 
nived at,  or  encouraged  ?  what,  of  the  care  to  re- 
trench the  exorbitant  expenceS  of  the  Spanifh  war  ? 
what,  of  thofe  many  abufes  and  corruptions  at 
home,  which  have  been  fo  narrowly  inquired  into, 
and  in  a  gobd  part  redreffed  ?  Evils,  fo  deeply  ra- 
dicated, muft  require  fome  time  to  remedy  them, 
^nd  cannot  fee  all  fet  right  in  a  few  months.  Be- 
sides, th$te  are  fome  circumftances  known  by  the 
names  of  honour,  probity,  good  fenfe$  great  capa- 
city for  bttfinefs ;  as  Rkewife,  certain  principles  of 
religion  and  loyalty,  the  want,  or  pofTeffion  of  all 
which,  will  make  a  mighty  difference  even  in  the 
purfuit  of  the  fame  meafures.    There  is  alfo  one 
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chara&eiifikk*  which  will  ever  diftinguUh  the  late 
ririniftry  froin  the  prefeht ;  That  the  former,  fa- 
cfrifidrig  all  Other  regards,  to  the  iucreafe  of  their 
Wealth  and  £oWer,  foiind  thofe  were  110  *  other* 
M&  to  be  prfeferVed,  but  by  continuance  of  tfce 
war;  wh'ereafc  the  iritereft,  as  well  as  inclmitions 
of  the  prfeferrt,  diipofe  thiem  to  make  life  of  th* 
firft  ^pplortumtieSj  for  a  fafe  afrd  hrfribiil-attfe^p^Ces. 
The  writer  goes  b»  tipoh  another  parallel  cafe* 
which  te  the  ihod^rh  way  oif  iefie£$&ig  upon  i 
prince  arid  minHjfy.  He  teHs  li^  u  That  ft& 
"  qiieeu  was  brbught  to  difcard  her  old  afficer^ 
ct  through  the  multitude  '&  complaints,  fccret  teat 
"  ings,  and  ittt^ortunate  clamoir*,  oif  a  rout  6t 
"  people,  led  fty  fliefr  prlefts,  ati&  ipitffed  utfda* 
u  hand  by  crafty  emiffaries."  Woiitcl  not  any  orffc 
who  reads  this,  imagine,  'that  the  whole  rabblfc, 
w)th  the  dergy  at  their  head,  were  whifpering  ift 
<he  queen's  ear,  cfrcatnfe  in  difgttife  to  defire  a  Word 
with  her  majefty,  Kfce  the  army  of  the  two  kings 
of  Bfentford  ?  The  unbiafled  majority  x>f  the  no* 
bility  and  gentry  trf  the  kingdom,  are  called,  by 
this  fon  of  obfeurity,  a  rout  of  people,  and  the 
clergy  their  leaders.  We  havfe  tiften  accufed  that 
party  for  their  evil  talent  off  railing  pferpetually 
againft  the  ctergy,  which  they  dHcovered  at  tirft 
without  any  vifible  reafon  or  provocatioh,  as  coa- 
fcious  of  the  defigris  they  had  in  view,  and  there- 
fore wifely  began  by  vilifying  thofe  whom  they  in* 

*  This  is  ungrammatical.  No,  is  here  an  adjeftive,  and  cannot, 
with  propriety,  be  conne&ed  whh  the  adverb,  othtrnaifc —\\  fhould 
be—*  not  otberwife— or— by  no  otb$r  miens,'  &€• 
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tended  to  deftroy.  I  have  obfefved  formerly,  that 
the  party-malice  againft  the  clergy  has  been  fo 
blind  and  furious,  as  to  charge  them  with  crimes 
wholly  inconfiftent.  I  find  they  are  ftill  in  the 
fame  difpofition,  and  that  this  writer  has  received 
dire&ion  from  his  fuperiors,  to  purfue  the  old  ftyle 
upon  that  article.  Accordingly,  in  the  paragraph 
I  am  now  upon,  he  reprdents  that  reverend  body 
as  leaders,  cullies,  ancj  tools.  Firft,  he  fays,  u  That 
<r  rout  of  fecret  teafers  (meaning  the  nobility  and 
u  gentry  of  the  kingdom)  were  led  by  the  priefts." 
Then  he  aflures  us,  "  That  the  queen  will,  in  a 
u  year  or  two,  begin  to  confider,  who  it  was  that 
*c  cheated  thofe  poor  priefts."  And  in  cafe  her 
majefty  ftiould  have  a  mind  to  bring  in  the  old 
miniftry  agaift,  he  comforts  his  party,  "  That  the 
"  priefts  are  feldom  wanting,  to  become  the  tools 
u  of  cunning  managers."  I  defire  to  know  in 
what  fenfe  he  would  have  us  to  underftand,  that 
thefe  poor  priefts  have  been  cheated.  Are  they 
cheated  by  a  fund  eftablifhed  for  building  fifty 
churches  \  or  the  queen's  letter  empowering  them 
to  proceed  on  the  bufinefs  proper  for  a  convoca-r 
tion  ?  what  one  fingle  advantage  could  they  poflibly 
ldfe  by  this  change  ?  they  are  ftill  indeed  abufed 
every  day  in  print,  but  it  is  by  thofe  who  are 
without  the  power  to  hurt  them  ;  the  ferpent  has 
loft  his  fting,  is  trodden  under  foot,  and  its  hifling 
is  contemned.  But  he  confidently  affirms,  <c  That, 
"  when  it  fhali  be  thought  fit  to  reftore  the  dd 
c\  miniftry,  the  priefts  will  not  be  wanting,  tg  bei 
u  come   the*  tools  of  their    punning  managers/1 
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This  I  cannot  by  any  means  allow,  unlefs  they 
have  fome  hidden  referve  of  cunning,  which  has 
never  yet  been  produced.  The  cunningeft  mana- 
gers T  ever  knew  among  them,  are,  of  all  others, 
moil  detefted  by  the  clergy  :  neither  do  I  remem- 
ber they  have  been  ever  able  to  make  any  of  them 
tools,  except  by  making  them  bifhops  ;  even  thofe 
few  they  were  able  to  feduce,  would  not  be  their 
tools  at  a  lower  rate. 

But,  becaufe  this  author,  and  others  of  his  fland- 

ard,  affe&  to  make  ufe  of  that  word  Tool,  wh-pn 

they  have  a  mind  to  be  fhrewd  and  fatirical ;  I 

defire  once  for  all  to  fet  them  right.     A  tool  and 

an   inftrument,    in  the  metaphorical  fenfe,  differ 

thus :    the  former,  is  an  engine  in  the  hands  of 

knaves ;   the  latter,  in  thofe  of  wife  and  honeft 

men.     The  greateft  minifters  are  inftruments  in  the 

hands  of  princes,  and  fo  are  princes  themfelves  in 

the  hands  of  God ;  and  in  this  fenfe,  the  clergy 

are  ready  to  be  inftruments  of  any  good  to  the 

prince  or  people.     But  that  the  clergy  of  England, 

fince  the  Reformation,  have  at  any  time  been  the 

tools  of  a  party,  is  a  calumny  which  hiftory  and 

conftant    experience    will    immediately    confute, 

Schifmatic  and  Fanatic  preachers  have  indeed  been 

perpetually  employed  that  way,  with  good  fuccefs ; 

by  the  fa&ion  againft  king  Charles  I.  to  murder 

their  prince,  and  ruin  the  monarchy;    by  khjg 

James  II.,  to  bring  in  popery :  and  ever  fince  the 

Revolution,  to  advance  the  unmeafurable  appetite 

of  power  and  wealth,  among  a  fet  of  profligate  up- 

{tarts.     But  in  alLthefe  three  inftances,  the  efta- 

biifhed 


Digitized 


by  Google 


4i4     REMARKS  ON  A  LETTER 

bliflied  clergy  (except  a  very  few,  like  tares  among 
wheat,  and  thofe  generally,  fown  by  the  enemy) 
were  fo  far  from  being  tools,  that  in  the  firft,  the? 
were  perfecuted,  imprifoned,  and  deprived  ;  and 
in  the  two  others,  they  were  great  inftruments, 
under  God,  for  preserving  our  religion  and  liberty 
In  the  fame  paragraph,  which  contains  a  projed 
for  turning  out  the  prefeat  miniflxy,  and  reftoring 
the  laft ;  he  owns,  that  the  queen  is  now.  fcnred 
with  more  obfequious  words,  more  humble  adora- 
#ons,  and  a  more  feeming  refignution  to  her  wiH 
and  pleafure,  than  fhe  was  before.  And  indeed, 
if  this  be  not  true,  her  majefty  has  the  word  luck 
of  any  prince  in  Ghriftendom.  The  recede  of 
thefe  phrafes  I  take  to  be  rude  exprefiions,  infbkm 
behaviour,  and  a  real  opposition  to  her  majefty  * 
moft  juft  and  reafonable  commands,  which  are  the 
mildeft  terms  that  the  demeanor  of  fome  late  per- 
fons  towards  their  prince,  can  deferve,  in  return  of 
the  higheft  favours  that  fubje&s  ever  received, 
whereof  a  hundred  particulars  might  be  produced 
80  that,  according  to  our  author's  way  of  reason- 
ing, I  will  put  a  parallel  cafe  in  my  turn.  I  have 
a  fervant  to  whom  I  am  exceedingly  kind  j  I  re- 
ward him  infinitely  above  his  merit :  befide  which, 
he  and  his  family  fnap  every  thing  they  can  lay 
their  hands  on  ;  they  will  let  none  come  near  n\c, 
but  themfelyes  and  dependants ;  they  mifreprefent 
my  beft  friends,  as  my  grpateft  enemies  ;  befides, 
they  are  fo  faucy  and  malapert,  there  is  no  Speak- 
ing to  them ;  fo  far  from  any  refpe&,  that  tfcey 
treat  me  as  an  inferior.     At  laft  I  pluck  up  spirit, 

turn 
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tarn  them  aU  out  of  doors*  and  take  in  new  ones ; 
who  are  content  with  what  I  allow  them,  though 
I  have  kfe  to  fpare  than  formerly ;  give  me  their 
beft  advice  when  I  a(k  it,  are  conftantly  in  the  way, 
do  what  I  bid  them,  make  a  bow  when  they  come 
in  and  go  out,  and  always  give  me  a  refpe&ful  an- 
fwer.  I  fuppofe  the  writer  of  the  letter  would  tell 
me,  that  myprefent  domefticks  were  indeed  a  little 
iriore  civil,  but  the  former  were  better  fervants. 

THere  are  two  things  wherewith  thia  author  is 
peculiarly  angry  :  firft,  at  the  licentious  way  of  the 
fcum  of  mankind  treating  the  greateft  peers  in  the 
nation :  fecondly,  that  thefe  hedge-writers  (a  phrafe 
I  unwillingly  lend  him,  becaufe  it  coft  me  fome 
pains  to  invent)  feldom  fpeak  a  word  againft  any 
of  the  late  miniftty,  but  they  prefentiy  fall  to  com- 
pliment my  lord  treafbrer,   and  others  in  great 
places.     On  the  firft,  he  brings  but  one  inftance : 
but  I  could  produce  a  good  many  hundred.     What 
does  he  think  of  the  Obiervator,  the  Review,  and 
the  Medky  ?  in  his  own  impartial  judgment,  may 
not  they  as  fairly  bid  for  being  the  fcum  of  man- 
kind, as  the  Examiner  ?  ajid  have  they  not  treated 
at  leaft  as  many,  and  almoft  as  great  peers,  in  as 
ioiamQUS  *  manner  ?  I  grant  indeed,  that  through 
the  great  defe&  of  truth,    genius,  learning,  and 
common  fenfe,  among  the  libelers  of  that  party, 
they,  being  of  no  epteruinment  to  the  world,  after 
ferving  the  prefent  turn,  v?ere  immediately  for- 
gotten.    But  this  we  cqn  remember  in  grofc,  that 
there  was  not  a  great  man  iu  England,  diftinguifhed 
for  his  love  to  the  monarchy  or  the  church,  who* 
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under  the  appellations  of  Tory,  Jacobite,  High- 
flier, and  other  cant  words*  was  not  reprefented  as 
a  public  enemy,  and  loaden  by  name  with  all  man- 
ner of  obloquy.    Nay,  have  they  not  even  difturbed 
the  afhes,  and  endeavoured  to  blaft  the  memories 
of  the  dead,  and  chiefly  of  thofe  who  loft  their 
lives  in  the  fervice  of  the  monarchy  and  the  church? 
His  other  quarrel  i^  at  our  flattering  my  lord  trea- 
furer,  and  other  great  perfons  in  power.     To  which 
I  fhall  only  lay,  for  every  line  written  in  praife  of 
the  prefent  miniftry,  I  f  will  engage  to  furnifh  the 
author  with  three  pages  of  the  mod  fulfome  pane- 
gyricks  on  the  leaft  deferving  members  of  the  laft ; 
which  is  fomewhat  mpre  than  by  the  proportion  of 
time,  while  they  were  in  power,  could  fall  to  their 
fliare.     Indeed,  I  am  apt  to  think,  that  the  men  of 
wit  at  leaft,  will  be  more  (paring  in  their  incenfe  of 
this  kind  for  the  future,  and  fay  no  more  of  any 
great  man,  now  at  the  helm,  than  they  believe  he 
deferves.     Poems,   dedications,    and   other  public 
encomiums,  might  be  of  ufe  to  thofe  who  were 
obliged  to  keep  up  an  unnatural  fpirit  in  the  nation, 
by  fupplying  it  with  art ;  and  confequently  the  au- 
thors deferved,  and  fometimes  met,  encouragement 
and  reward.     But  thofe  great  patriots  how  at  the 
head  of  affairs,  are  fufficiently  fupported  by  the  un» 
compelled  favour  of  the  queen,  and  the  natural  dif- 
pofition  of  the  people.     We  can  do  them  no  ft**. 
vice  by  our  applaufes,  and  therefore  expe£fc  no  pajfc 
ment :  fo  that  I  look  upon  this  kind  of  ftock  to1 
fallen  at  leaft  ninety  per  cent,  fince  the  great  i 
at  court. 
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lie  puts  a  few  queftions,  which  I  4m  in  fome 
pain  to  anl$rer.  "  Cannot,  fays  he,  the  fucceflbfs 
w  be  dpgsllent  men,  unlefs  the  predeceflbrs  be  vil- 
c<  lain!*?  cannot  the  queen  change  her  minifters, 
a  but  they  muft  prefently  be  fuch  as  neither  God 
"  nor  man  can  endure  ?  do  noblemen  fall  from  all 
"  honour,  virtue,  and  religion,  becaufe  they  are 
"  fo  unhappy  as  to  fall  from  their  prince's  favour  V9 
I  defire  to  fay  fomething,  in  the  firft  place,  to  this 
laft  queftion ;  which  I  anfwer  in  the  negative.  " 
However,  he  will  own,  that "  men  fhould  fill  from. 
"  their  prince's  favour,  when  they  are  fo  unhappy 
14  as  to  fall  from  all  honour,  virtue,  and  religion ;" 
though  I  muft  confefs  my  belief  at  the  fame  time, 
that  fome  certain  perfons  have  lately  fallen  from  fa- 
vour, who  could  not,  fot  a  very  mariifeft  reafon* 
be  faid,  properly  fpeaking,  to  fall  from  any  of  the 
other  three.  To  his  other  queftions  I  can  only  fay, 
'hat  the  conftant  language  of  the  Whig  pam- 
phleteers has  been,  this  twelvemonth  paft,  to  tell 
as,  how  dangerous  a  ftep  it  was  to  change  the  ittl- 
liftry  at  fo  nice  a  jundture ;  to  fhake  our  credit, 
Jifoblige  our  allies,  *  and  encourage  the  French. 
Fhen  this  author  tells  us,  that  thofe  difcarded  po- 
iticians  were  the  greateft  minifters  we  ever  had : 
11s  brethren  have  faid  the  fame  thing  a  hundrei 
lines.  On  the  other  fide,  the  queen,  upon  long 
leliberation,  Was  refolved  to  part  with  them  :  the 
iniveffal  voice  of  the  people  was  agamft  them :  htt 
riajefty  is  the  raoft  mild  and  gracious  prince  ttiat 
ver  reigned  :  we  have  been  conftantly  vidtorioUP, 
rid  are  ruined ;    the  enemy  flouriihes  under  hi*  : 

Vol.  V.  Ee  perpetuaf 
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perpetual  loffes.  If  thefe  be  the  confequencea  of 
an  able,  faithful,  diligent,  and  dutiful  adminiftra- 
tion  ;  of  that  aftoniftiing  fuccefs,  he  fays,  Provi- 
dence has  crowned  us  with  j  what  can  be  thofe  of 
one  dire&ly  contrary  ?  But,  not  to  enter  into  a 
wide  field  at  prefent,  I  faithfully  promife  the  author 
of  the  letter,  his  correfpondents,  his  patrons,  and 
his  brethren,  that  this  myftery  of  iniquity  (hall  be 
very  fhortly  laid  open  to  the  view  of  the  world : 
when  the  moft  ignorant  and  prejudiced  reader  will, 
I  hope,  be  convinced,  by  fads  not  to  be  controuled, 
*how~miferably  this  poor  kingdom  has  been  deluded 
to  the  very  brink  of  deftru&ionu 

He  would  have  it,  that  the  people  of  England 
have  loft  Jtheir  fenfes  ;  are  bewitched  and  cheated, 
mad  and  without  underftanding :  but  that  all  this 
will  go  off  by  degrees,  and  then  his  great  men  will 
recover  tteir  efteem  and  credit.  I  did,  in  one  of 
my  papers,  overthrow  this  idle  affe&ed  opinion, 
which  has  teen  a  thoufand  times  urged  by  thofe 
who  moft  wifhed,  and  leaft  believed  it :  I  there 
fhewed  the  difference  between  a  fhort  madnefs  of 
the  people,  and  their  natural  bent  or  genius.  I  re- 
member, when  king  James  II.  went  from  England, 
he  left  a  paper  behind  him,  with  expreffions  much 
to  the  fame  purpofe ;  hoping,  among  other  things, 
that  God  would  open  the  eyes  of  the  nation.  Too 
much  zeal  for  his  religion  brought  us  then  in  dan* 
ger  of  popery  and  arbitrary  power ;  too  much  in- 
fidelity, avarice,  and  ambition,  brought  us  lttdjr 
into  equal  danger  of  atheifm  and  anarchy*  Bfc 
people  have  not  yet_opened  their  eyes,  to  fee^tj 


\ 


\ 

TO  THE  SEVEN  LORDS,  &c<       419 

advantage  in  the  two  former;  nor,  I  hope,  will        v. 
ever  find  their  fenfes  enough  to  difcover  the  blef-  \ 

lings  of  the  two  latter.  Cannot  I  fee  things  in  an- 
other light  than  this  author  and  his  party  do,  with- 
out being  blind  ?  is  my  underftanding  loft  when  it 
differs  from  theirs  ?  am  I  cheated,  bewitched,  and 
out  of  my  fenfes,  becaufe  I  think  thofe  to  have 
been  betrayers  of  our  country,  whom  they  call  pa- 
triots ? 

He  hopes  his  feven  correfpondents  will  never 
want  their  places ;  but  is  in  pain  for  the  poor  king- 
dom, left  their  places  fhould  want  them.  Now  i 
have  examined  this  matter,  and  am  not  at  all  dif- 
couraged.  Two  of  them  hold  their  places  ftill,  and 
are  likely  to  continue  in  them ;  two  more  were 
governors  of  iflands  :  I  believe  the  author  does  not 
imagine  thofe  to  be  among  the  places  which  will 
want  men  to  fill  them.  God  be  thanked,  a  mail 
may  command  the  beef-eaters  without  being  a  fol- 
dier  ;  I  will  at  any  time  undertake  to  do  it  myfelf. 
Then  it  would  be  a  little  hard*  if  the  queen  fhould 
be  at  a  lofs  for  a  fteward  to  her  family*  So  that, 
upon  the  whole,  I  fee  but  one  great  employment 
which  is  in  any  danger  of  wanting  a  fufficient  per- 
fon  to  execute  it.  We  rauft  do  as  well  as  we  can  : 
yet  I  have  been  told,  that  the  bare  bufinefs  of  pre- 
fiding  in  council  does  not  require  fuch  very  tran- 
fcendent  abilities  ;  and  I  am  miftaken  if,  till  with-, 
in  thefe  late  years,  we  have  not  been  fome  ages 
without  that  office.  So  that>  I  hope  thjogs  may  go 
well  enough,  provided  the  keeper,  treafurer,  and 
bQth  the  fecretaries,  will  do  their  duties ;  and  it  is 
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happy  for  the  nation,  that  none  of  their  feven  lord- 
Alps  left  any  of  thofe  places  to  want  diem. 

The  writer  of  the  letter  concludes  it  with  u  an 
"*  appeal  to  all  the  princes  and  ftates  of  Europe, 

*  friends  ajnd  enemies,  by  name,  to  give  their  judg- 

*  ment,  whether  they  think  the  late  miniftry  were 

*  wanting  in  fakhfulnefs,  abilities,  or  diligence,  to 
u  fenre  their  prince  and  country  ?"   Now,    if  he 
speaks  by  order  of  his  party,  I  am  humbly  of  opi- 
nion, they  have  incurred  a  pramunire^  for  appeal- 
ing to  a  foreign  jurifdi&ion  ;  and  her  majefty  may 
ffeize  their  goods  and  chattels  whenever  fhe  pleafes. 
In  the  mean   time,   I  will  not  accept  his  appeal, 
which  has  been  reje&ed  by  the  queen  and  both 
houfes  of  parliament.     But,  let  a  fair  jury  be  em- 
panneled  in  any  county  of  England,  and  I  will  be 
determined  by  their  verdidt.     Firft?  he  names  the 
king  of  France  and  all  his  counfellors,  with  the  Pre- 
tender and  all  his  favourers  and  abettors.     Thefc  I 
except  againft :  I  know  they  will  readily  judge  the 
late  miniftry  to  be  faithful,  able,  and  diligent,  in 
ferving  their  prince  and  country.     The  counfels  of 
fome  people  have,  in  their  way,  ferved  very  much 
to  promote  the  fervice  of  the  Pretender,    and  to 
enable  the  French  king  to  affift  him  j  and  is  not  he, 
in  that  monarch's  opinion  as  well  as  his  own,  their 
lawful  prince  ?  I  except  againft  the  emperor  and 
fh?  States  j  becaufe  it  can  be  proved  upon  them, 
that  the  plaintiffs  and  they  have  an  underftanding 
together.    *I  except  againft  any  prince  who  makes 
unreafonable  demands,  and  threatens .  to  recal  his 
troops  if  they  be  not  complied  with  j  becaufe  they 

have 


\ 

\ 


TO  THE  SEVEN  LORDS,  &c.       421 

have  been  forced  of  late  to  change  their  language, 
and  may  perhaps  be  fhortly  obliged  to  obferve  their 
articles  more  ftridtly.  I  fhould  be  forry,  for  the 
appealers  fakes,  to  have  their  cafe  referred  to  the 
kings  of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  who  infallibly 
would  decree  them  to  be  all  hanged  up  for  their  in- 
folence  to  their  fovereign.  But,  above  all,  the 
king  of  Spain  would  certainly  be  againft  them, 
when  he  confiders  with  how  fcandalous  a  negledi 
his  interefts  have  been  managed ;  and  that  thef  fuU 
pofleflion  of  his  kingdom  was  made  a  facrifice  to 
<hofe,  whofe  private  or  party  intereft  fwayed  them 
to  the  continuance  of  the  war.  The  author  had 
reafon  to  omit  the  grand  feignior  and  czar  in  the 
lift  of  his  judges :  The  decrees  of  thofe  princes  are 
too  fudden  and  fanguinary ;  and  their  lefTons  to  in- 
ftru&  fubje&s  in  behaviour  to  their  princes,  by 
ftrangling  them  with  a  bow-ftring,  or  flinging  them 
to  be  devoured  alive  by  hogs,  were  enough  to  deter 
them  from  fubmitting  to  their  jurifdidion. 
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AN    ENGLISH    GENTLEMAN, 
BY    THE    SIEUR    DU   BAUDRIER, 

TRANSLATED   FROM   THE   FRENCH. 


««  I  had  rather  be  thought  a  good  Englifhman,  than  the  beft 
"  Poet,  or  the  grcateft  Scholar,  that  ever  wrote." 

Prior,  Preface  to  "  Solomon." 
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"  1  hare  juft  thought  of  a  projcd  to  bite  the  town.  I  have 
44  told  you,  that  it  is  now  known  that  Mr.  Prior  has  been 
**  lately  in  France.  I  will  make  a  printer  of  my  own  fir  by  me 
"  one  day  ;  and  I  will  di&ate  to  him  a  formal  relation  of  Prior's 
44  journey,  with  feveral  particulars,  all  pure  invention  ;  and  I 
"  doubt  not  but  it  will  take/'  Journal  to  Stella,  Aug.  31, 
1711. 

44  This  morning  the  printer  fent  me  an  account  of  Prior*! 
44  journey;  it  makes  a  two-peony  pamphlet;  I  fuppofc  yoa 
44  will  fee  it,  for  I  dare  fay  it  will  run.  It  is  a  formal  grave  lie, 
*<  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  I  wrote  all  but  the  lafi 
"  page  >  tnat  I  didated,  and  the  printer  wrote.  Mr.  Secretary 
"  fent  to  me,  to  dine  where  he  did:  it  was  at  Prior's.  Wtjcn 
44  I  came  in,  Prior  (hewed  me  the  pamphlet,  feemed  to  be  a»- 
"  g<7»  ^  bMf  "  Here  is  our  Englifh  Liberty  !"  I  read  fome 
44  of  it;  faid,  C(  I  liked  it  mightily,  and  envied  the  rogue  the 
44  thought;  for,  had  it  come  into  my  head,  I  would  have  cer- 
cc  tainly  done  it  myfelf." — Prior  owned  hia  having  been  in 
44  France ;  for  it  was  paft  denying.  It  feems,  he  was  difco- 
44  vered  by  a  rafcal  at  Dover,  who  had  pofitive  orders  to  let  bin 
44  pa(s.  \    Ibid.  Sept.  1 1. 

44  There  came  out  fome  time  ago  an  account  of  Mr.  Prior's 
44  journey  to  France^  pretended  to  be  a  tranflation;  it  is  a  pure 
44  invention  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  I  will  let  your 
44  Grace  into  the  fecret  of  it.  The  clamours  of  a  party  againfi 
",  nny  peace  without  Spain,  and  railing  at  the  Mtniftry  as'  if 
44  they  defigned  to  ruin  us,  occasioned  that  produ&ion,  out  of 
<c  indignity  and  contempt,  by  way  of  furnishing  fools  witb 
44  fomething  to  talk  of;  and  it  has  had  a  very  great  cffefl.M 
letter  to  ^.bp.  King,  Oft.  i,  171ft 
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TRANSLATOR 

TO  THE 

R       E       A       PER. 

THE  Original  of  the  following  Difcourfe  was 
transmitted  to  me  three  days  ago  from  the 
Hague,  to  which  town  it  was  fent  from  France ; 
but  in  the  title-page  there  was  no  mention  of  the 
place  where  it  was  printed^  only  die  Author's  name 
at  length,  aijd  the  year  of  our  Lord.  That  the 
Trad  is  genuine,  I  believe  no  perfon  will  doubt. 
You  fee  all  along  the  vanity  o£  that  nation,  in  a 
mean  man  giving  himfelf  the  airs  of  a  Secretary, 
when  it  appears,  by  feveral  circumftances,  that  he 
was  received  only  as  a  menial  fervant.  It  were  to 
be  whhed,  the  Author  had  been  one  of  more  im- 
portance, and  farther  trufted  in  the  fecrets  of  his 
matter's  negotiation  ;  but,  to  make  amends,  he  in- 
forms us  of  feveral  particulars,  which  one  of  more 
confequence  would  not  have  given  himfelf  the 
trouble  about :  and  the  particulars  are  fuch,  as  we 
at  home  will  perhaps  be  curious  to  know ;  not  to 
mention  that  he  gives  us  much  light  into  fome 
things  that  are  of  great  moment ;  and  by  his  not 
pretending  to  know  more,  we  cannot  doubt  the 
truth  of  what  he  relates. 

\     1 


426    PREFACE  TO  PRIOR'S  JOURNEY. 

It  is  plain,  he  waited  at  table,  carried  his  mat- 
ter's valifc,  and  attended  in  his  bedchamber ;  though 
he  takes  care  to  tell  us,  that  Monfieur  Prior  made 
many  excufes  and  apologies,  becaufe  thefe  mean 
offices  appear  very  inconfiftent  with  the  chara&er 
of  Secretary,  which  he  would  feem  to  fet-up  for. 

I  fhall  make  no  reflections  on  this  important  af- 
fair, nor  upon  the  confequences  we  may  exped 
from  it*  To  reafon  upon  fecrets  of  ftate,  without 
knowing  all  the  fprings  and  motions  of  them,  is 
too  common  a  talent  among  us,  and  the  foundation 
of  a  thoufand  errors.  Here  is  room  enough  for 
fpeculattons ;  but  I  advife  the  Reader  to  let  them 
ferve  for  his  own  entertainment,  without  troubliqg 

the  world  with  his  remarks  *• 

•% 

+  The  firft  edition  of  this  little  trad  (1000  copies)  was  ibid  the 
day  it  came  out;  and  a  ftili  greater  quantity  in  the  next  fortnight* 
See  Journal  to  Stella,  Sept*  \%  and  14. 
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TO 

MONSIEUR    MONSIEUR, 

At     E    S   T   A   P    L   E*. 

S  I  R, 

1  Doubt  not  but  you  are  curious,  as  many  others 
are,  to  know  the  fecret  of  Monficur  Prior  an 
Englifh  Gentleman's  late  Journey  from  London  to 
Paris.  Perhaps,  living  retired  as  you  do,  you  may 
not  -have  heard  of  this  perfon,  though  fome  years 
ago  he  was  very  much  diftinguifhed  at  Paris,  and 
in  good  efteem  even  with  our  auguft  monarch.  I 
muft  let  you  fo  far  into  his  chara&er,  as  to  tell  you* 
that  Monfieur  Prior  has  fignalized  himfelf,  both  as 
an  eminent  poet,  and  man  of  bufinefs ;  was  very 
much  valued  by  the  late  king  William,  who  em- 
ployed him  in  important  affairs,  both  in  England 
and  Holland.  He  was  fecretary  to  the  Englifh  em- 
bafTy,  at  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick;  and  afterwards, 
to  my  lords  the  Counts  of  Portland  and  Jerfey ; 
and  in  the  abfence  of  the  latter,  managed  for  fome 
time  the  affairs  of  England  at  our  court  by  himfelf. 
Since  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  he  was  employed 
as  commiffioner  of  trade ;  but  the  miniftry  changing 
foon  after  queen's  Anne's  coming  to  the  crown, 
Monfieur  Prior,  who  was  thought  too  much  at- 
tached to  the  Rigides  f,  was  laid  afide ;  and  lived 

*  A  fea-port  town  in  the  Bclognoi* •  f  Tories 
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privately  at  Cambridge,  where  he  is  a  profeflbr, 
till  he  was  recalled  by  the  preient  miaiftry. 

About  two  months  ago,  our  King*,  refolving 
onCe  more  to  give  peace  to  Europe,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  flourifhing  condition  of  his  fleets  and  ar- 
mies, the  good  pofturp  of  his.  finances,  that  his 
grandfon  was  almoft  entirely  fettled  in  the  quiet  pof- 
feflion  of  Spain,  and  that  the  affairs  of  the  North 
were  changing  every  day  to  his  advantage  ;  offered 
the  court  of  England  to  fend  a  minifter  as  far  at 
Bologne,  who  fhould  be  there  met  by  fome  perfon 
from  England,  to  treat  the  overtures  of  a  peace. 
Upon  the  firft  notice  that  this  was  agreed  to,  the 
king  immecfiately  difpatched  Monfieur  De  Torcy 
in  whom  he  very  much  confides,  to  Bologne,  where 
he  took  lodging  at  a  private  houfc  in  the  Faqx- 
bourg,  at  one  Mr.  De  Marais,  a  marehand  de  foy, 
who  is  married  to  an  EngHfh  woman,  that  formerly 
hadbien  zfuivanttio  one  of  the  fbrementioned  Eng- 
Hfh <afnbaffador8  ladies^  over  againft  the  Hoftellerie 
de  St.  Jeaft.  Monfieur  ftayed  fix  days  with  much 
impatience  ;  when,  late  at  evening,  on  Wednefday 
the  14th  of  July,  a  perfon,  whom  we  afterwards 
knew  to  be  Monfieur  Prior,  came  dire&ly  to  the  door, 
and  enquired  for  Monfieur  De  la  Baftide,  the  name 
and  place,* I  fuppofe,  having  been  before  concerted. 
He  was  immediately  fhewn  unto  Monfieur  Torcy  j 
where,  as  I  am  informed,  they  were  fhut  up  for 
three   hours   together,    without  any  refrefhmeqt, 

•  Louis  XIV.    The  Author,  it  fhould  be  remembered,  is  wn&g 
in  the  character  of  a  Frenchman. 
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though  Monfieur  Prior  had  rid  poft  from  GalaSs 
that  day  in  a  great  deal  of  rain.     The  next  morn- 
ing I  was  fent  for,  in  all  hade,  by  Monfieur  De 
Marais,  who  told  me,  "  that  a  perfon  of  quality, 
u  as  he  fufpe&ed,  lately  come  from  England,  had 
u  fome  occafion  for  a  fecretary ;  and,  becaufe  he 
u  knew  I  underftood  the  languages,  wrote  a  tole- 
<c  rable  hand,  had  been  converfant  with  perfons  ot 
u  quality,  and  formerly  trufted  with  fecrets  of  im- 
u  portance,  had  been  fo  kind  to  recommend  me  to 
"  the  faid  gentleman,  to  ferve  him  in  that  quality/* 
I  was  immediately  called  up,  andprefented  to  Mr. 
Prior ;  who  accofted  me  with  great  civility,  and, 
after  fome  converfation,  was  pleafed  to  tell  me,  u  I 
u  had  fully  anfwered  the  chara&er  Monfieur  De 
u  Marais  had  given  me.^     From  this  time,  to  the 
day  Monfieur  Prior  left  Calais  in  order  to  return  to 
England,  I  may  pretend  to  give  you  a  faithful  ac- 
count of  ail  his  motions,  and  fome  probable  conjec- 
tures of  his  whole  negotiation  between  Bologne  and 
Verfailles. 

But  perhaps,  Sir,  you  may  be  farther  curious  fo 
know  the  particulars  of  Monfieur  Prior's  journey 
to  Bologne.  It  is  reported,  that  fome  time  before 
the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  king  William  did  difpatch 
this  very  gentleman  to  Paris,  upon  the  fame  ac- 
count for  which  he  now  came.  This  poflibly  might 
be  the  motive  (befide  the  known  abilities  of  Mon- 
fieur Prior)  to  fend  him  a  fecotid  time.  .  The  fol- 
lowing particulars  I  heard  in  dtfcourfe  between 
Mademoi&lle  De  Marais  and  her  hufband  j  which, 
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being  no  great  fecrets  on  our  fide  the  water,  I  fup- 
pofe  were  told  without  confequence. 

Monfieur  Prior,  having  his  inftru&ions  from  the 
Englifh  court,  under  pretence  of  taking  a  fhort 
journey  of  pleafure,  and  vifiting  the  Chevalier  De 

H *  in  the  province  of  Suffolk,   left  his 

houfe  on  Sunday  night,  the  nth  of  July,  N.  & 
taking  none  of  his  fervants  with  him,     Monfieur 

M- who  had  already  prepared  a  bark,  with 

all  neceflaries,  on  the  coaft  of  Dover,  took  Monfieur 
Prior  difguifed  in  his  chariot.  They  lay  on  Mon- 
day night,  the  1 2th  of  July,  at  the  Count  De  Jer- 
fey's  houfe  in  Kent  j  arrived  in  good  time  the  next 
day  at  Dover,  drove  dire&ly  to  the  fhore,  made  the 
fign  by  waving  their  hats,  which  was  anfwered  by 
the  veflel ;  and  the  boat  was  immediately  fent  to 
take  him  in :  which  he  entered,  wrapt  in  his  cloak, 
and  foon  got  aboard.,  He  was  fix  hours  at  fea,  and 
arrived  at  Calais  about  eleven  at  night ;  went  im- 
mediately to  the  governor,  who  received  him  with 
great  refpe£t,  where  he  lay  all  night ;  and  fet  out 
pretty  late  the  next  morning,  being  fomewhat  in- 
commoded with  his  voyage ;  and  then  took  poft 
for  Boiogne,  as  I  have  before  related. 

In  the  firft  converfation  I  had  the  honour  to  have 
with  Monfieur  Prior,  he  was  pleafed  to  talk  as  If 
he  would  have  occafion  for  my  fervice  but  a  very 
few  days;  and  feemed  refolved,  by  hi6  difcourfe, 
that,  after  he  had  difpatched  his  commiffion  with 
Monfieur  De  la  Baftide  (for  fo  we  fhall  from  hence- 

•  Sir  Thomas  Hanmetv 
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forward  call  that  miftifter)  he  Would  return  to  Eng- 
land. By  this  I  found  I  fhould  have  but  little  em- 
ployment in  quality  of  fecretary;  however,  having 
heard  fo  great  a  character  of  him,  I  was  willing  to 
attend  him  in  any  capacity  he  pleafed.  Four  days 
we  continued  at  Bologne,  where  Monfieur  De  la 
Baftide  and  Monfieur  Prior  had  two  long  confer- 
ences every  day  from  ten  to  one  at  noon,  and 
from  fix  till  nine  in  the  evening,  Monfieur 
Prior  did  me  the  honour  to  fend  me  fome  meat  and 
wine  conftantly  from  his  own  table.  Upon  the 
third  morning,  I  was  ordered  to  attend  early;  and 
obferved  Monfieur  Prior  to  have  a  pleafant  counte- 
nance* He  alked  me,  "  What  I  thought  of  a 
4<  journey  to  England  ?"  and  commanded  me  to  be 
ready  at  an  hour's  warning.  But,  upon  the  fourth 
evening,  all  this  was  changed  ;  and  I  was  dire&ed 
to  hire  the  beft  horfe  I  could  find  for  myfelf. 

We  fet  out  early  the  next  day,  Sunday  the  18th, 
for  Paris,  in  Monfieur  De  la  Baftide's  chaife,  whofe 
two  attendants  and  myfelf  made  up  the  equipage  ; 
but  a  fmall  valife^  which  I  fuppofe  contained  Mon^ 
fieur  Prior's  inftru&ions,  he  was  pleafed  to  truft  to 
rtiy  care,  to  carry  on  horfeback  ;  which  truft  I  dif- 
charged  with  the  utmoft  faithfulnefs. 
v  Somewhat  above  two  leagues  from  Bologne,  at' 
a  fmall  village  called  Neile,  the  axletree  broke, 
which  took  us  twp  hours  to  mend  ;  we  baited  at 
Montrevil,  and  lay  that  night  at  Abbeville.  But  I 
lhaU  not  give  you  any  detail  t>f  our  journey,  which 
pa(Ted  without  any  confiderable  accident  till  we  ar- 
rived within  four  leagues  of  Paris ;  when,  about 
three  in  the  afternoon,  two  cavaliers,  well  mounted, 
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and  afihed  with  piftols,  eroded  the  road,  then 
turned  fhort,  and  rode  up  briikly  to  the  chaife, 
Commanding  the  coachman  to  flop.  Monfieur  De 
k  Baftide's  two  attendants  were  immediately  up 
with  them ;  but  I,  who  guefled  at  the  importance 
of  the  charge  that  Monfieur  Prior  had  entrufted  me 
with,  though  I  was  in  no  fear  for  my  own  perfon, 
thought  it  moft  prudent  to  advance  with  what  (peed 
I  could  to  a  fmall  village,  about  a  quarter  of  a  league 
forward*  to  wait  the  event,  I  foon  obferved  the 
chaife  to  come  on  without  any  difturbance,  and  I 
Ventured  to  meet  it ;  when  I  found  that  it  was 
only  a  frolick  of  two  young  cadets  of  quality,  who 
had  been  making  a  debauch  at  a  friend's  houfe 
hard  by,  and  were  returning  to  Paris;  one  of  them 
was  not  unknown  to  Monfieur  de  la  Baftide.  The 
two  cavaliers  began  to  railly  me ;  faid,  c<  I  knew 
tt  how  to  make  a  retreat;"  with  fome  other  ptea- 
fantries :  but  Monfieur  Prior  (who  knew  the  caufe) 
highly  commended  my  diicretion.  We  continued 
our  journey  very  merrily ;  and  arrived  at  Paris  on 
Tuefday  the  20th,  in  the  cool  of  the  evening. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  town,  our  two  cavalier* 
left  us;  and  Monfieur  De  la  Baftide  conducted 
Monfieur  Prior  to  a  private  lodging  in  the  Rue  St. 
Louis,  which,  by  ^11  circumftances,  I  concluded  to 
be  prepared  for  his  reception.  Here  I  firft  had 
orders  to  fay  that  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  had  the 
•honour  to  belong  was  called  Monfieur  Matthews  j 
I  then,  knew  n<?  otherwife.  Afterwards,  at  Ver- 
failles^  I  overheard,  in  converfation  with  Monfieur 
De  la  Baftide,  that  his  real  name  was  Prior. 
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Monfieur  Dc  la  Baftide  would  have  had  Mon- 
fieur  Matthews  to  have  gone  with  him  next  morn* 
ing  to  ATerfailles,  but  could  not  prevail  with  him  to 
comply ;  of  which  I  could  never  be  able  to  lean* 
the  reafon.  Our  minifter  was  very  importunate  j 
and  Monfieur  Prior  feemed  to  have  no  fatigue  re- 
maining from  his  journey  :  perhaps  he  might  con- 
ceive it  more  fuitable  to  his  dignity,  that  Monfieur 
De  la  Baftide  fhould  go  before,  to  prepare  the  king, 
by  giving  notice  of  his  arrival.  However  it  were, 
Monfieur  De  la  Baftide  made  all  hafte  to  Verfailles, 
and  returned  the  fame  Jiight.  During  his  abfence, 
Monfieur  Prior  never  ftirred  out  of  his  chamber  j 
and  after  dinner,  did  me  the  honour  to  fend  for 
me  up,  "  that  I  might  bear  him  company,"  as  he 
was  pleafed  to  exprefs  it*  I  was  furprized  to  hear 
him  wondering  at  the  mifery  he  had  obferved  in 
our  country,  in  his  journey  from  Calais;*  at  the  fear- 
city  and  poverty  of  the  inhabitants,  "  which,"  be 
faid,  u  did  much  exceed  even  what  he  had  fe6n  in  his 
"  former  journey;"  for  he  owned  that  he  had  been 
in  France  before.  He  feemed  to  value  hfmfelf  very 
much  upon  the  happinefs  of  his  own  ifland,  which, 
as  he  pretended,  had  felt  no  effe&s  like  th*fe  upon 
trade  or  agriculture* 

I  made  bold  to  return  for  anfwer,  "  That  in  our 
"  nation,  we  only  confulted  tl»jkagni6cence  and 
"  power  of  our  prince  ;  but  that  in  England,  as  I 
a  was  informed,  the  wealth  of  the  kingdom  was  fo 
€i  divided  among  the  people,  that  little  *  or  nothing 
"  was  left  to  their  fovercign ;  and  that  it  was  con- 
"  fidently  told  [though  hardly  bclicvc4.  m  France) 
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that  fomc  fubje&s  had  palaces  more  magnificent 
44  than  queen  Anne  herfelf:  that  I  hoped,  when 
44  he  went  to  Verfailles,  he  would  allow  the  gran- 
"  deur  of  our  potent  monarch  to  exceed,  not  only 
"  that  of  England,  but  any  other  in  Europe  ;  by 
44  which  he  would  find,  that  what  he  called  the 
44  poverty  of  our  nation,  was  rather  the  effe£t  of 
44  policy  in  our  court,  than  any  real  want  or  nc- 
":ceffity." 

Monfieur  Prior  had  no  better  anfwer  to  make 
me,  than,  44  That  he  was  no  ftranger  to  our  court, 
the  fplendour  of  our  prince,  and  the  maxims  by 
which  he  governed  ;  but,  for  his  part,  he  thougtit 
thofe  countries  were  happier,  where  the  produc- 
tions of  it  were  more  equally  divided."  Such 
unaccountable  notions  is  the  prejudice  of  education 
apt  to  give!  In  thefe  and  the  like  diicourfes,  we 
wore  away  the  time  till  Monfieur  De  la  Baftide's  re- 
turn j  who,  after  an  hour's  private  conference  with 
Monfieur  Prior,  which  I  found  by  their  counte- 
nances had  been  warmly  puriued  on  both  fides,  a 
chariot  and  fix  horfes  (to  my  great  lurprize)  were 
inftantly  ordered,  wherein  the  two  minifters  en- 
tered, and  drove  away  with  all  expedition  ;  myfelf 
only  .attending  on  horfeback  with  my  important 
valife. 

i     We  got  to  Verfailles  on  Wednefday  the    21ft, 
'about  eleven  at  night ;  but,  inftcad  of  entering  the 
town,  the  coachman  drove  us  a  back  way  into  tl  r 
fields,  till  we  ftopt  at  a  certain  vineyard,  that 
afterwards  underftood  joined  to  the  gardens  of  M« 
dame  Maintenon's  lodgings.     Here  the  two 
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tlemen  alighted:  Monfieur  Prior,  calling  to  me, 
bad  me  fearch  in  the  valife  for  a  fmall  box  of  writ- 
ings; after  which,  the  coachman  was  ordered  to 
attend  in  that  place ;  and  we  proceeded  on  fome 
paces,  till  we  ftopt  at  a  little  poftern,  which  opened 
into  the  vineyard,  whereof  Monfieur  De  la  Baftide 
had  the  key.  He  opened  it  very  readily,  and  fhut 
it  after  them  ;  defiring  me  to  flay  till  their  return, 
I  waited  with  fome  impatience  for  three  hours  : 
the  great  clock  ftruck  two  before  they  came  oiit. 
The  coachman,  who,  I  fuppofe,  had  his  inftruc- 
tioas  before,  as  foon  as  they  were  got  into  the  cha- 
ript,  drove  away  to  a  fmall  houfe  at  the  end  of' the 
town,  where  Monfieur  De  la  Baftide  left  us  to  our- 
felves.  I  obferved  Monfieur  Prior  was  very 
thoughtful ;  and  without  entering  into  any  con- 
verfation,  defired  my  afliftance  to  put  him  to  bed. 
Next  morning,  Thurfday  the  2 2d,  I  had  pofitive 
orders  not  to  ftir  abroad.  About  ten  a  clock,  Mon£ 
De  la  Baftide  came.  The  houfe  being  fmall,  my 
apartment  was  divided  from  Monfieur  Prior's  by  a 
thin  wainfcot ;  fo  that  I  could  eafily  hear  what  they 
faid,  when  they  raifed  their  voice,  as  they  often  did. 
After  fome  time,  I  could  hear  Monfieur  De  la  Baf- 
tide fay,  with  great  warmth,  Bon  Dieu !  &c. 
"  Good  God  !  were  ever  fuch  demands  made  to  a 
"  great  monarch,  unlefs  you  were  at  the  gates  of 
u  his  metropolis  ?  For  the  love  of  God,  Monfieur 
Prior  relax  fomething,  if  your  inftru&ions  will 
permit  you  :  elfe  I  fhall  dcfpair  of  any  good  fuc- 
"  cefs  in  our  negotiation.  Is  it  not  enough  that 
u  our  king  will  abandon  his  grandfon,  but  he  muft 
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"  lend  his  own  arm  to  pull  him  out  of  the  throne ! 
<c  Why  did  you  not  open  yourfelf  to  me  at  Bou- 
w  logne?  why  are  you  more  inexorable  here  at 
u  Verfailles  ?  You  have  rifen  in  your  demands,  by 
"  feeing  Madame  Maintenon's  defire  for  a  peace ! 
"  m  As  able  as  you  are  to  continue  the  war,  confider 
*  which  is  to  be  moft  preferred,  the  good  cf  your 
iC  country,  or  the  particular  advantage  of  your  ge- 
u  neral ;  for  he  will  be  the  only  gainer  among  your 
**  fubjcSs."  Monfieur  Prior,  who  has  a  low  voice, 
and  had  not  that  occafion  for  pafiion,  anfwered  fo 
foftly,  that  I  could  not  well  underftand  him ;  but, 
upon  parting,  I  heard  him  fay,  u  If  you  inlift  ftill 
"  on  thefe  difficulties,  my  next  audience  will  be 
u  that  of  leave." 

Three  hours  aftes,  Monfieur  De  la  Baftide  re- 
turned again,  with  a  countenance  more  compofed* 
He  aiked  Mr.  Prior,  if  he  wpuld  give  him  leave  to 
dine  with  him  ?  Having  no  attendants,  I  readily 
offered  my  fervice  at  table  *  ;  which  Monfieur  Prior 
wa6  pleafcd  to  accept,  with  abundance  of  apologies. 
I  found  they  were  come  to  a  better  uhderftandiag. 
Mr.  Prior  has  a  great  deal  of  wit  and  vivacity ;  he 
entertained  Monlieur  De  la  Baftide  with  much  plea- 1 
fantry,  notwithftanding  their  being  upon  the  re- 
ferve  before  me.  "  That  Monfieur,  fays  Mr.  Mat- 
"  thews,  if  he  were  un  f  particuliery  would  be  the 
"  moft  agreeable  perfon  in  the  world."  I  imagined 
they  fpoke  of  the  king ;  but,  going  often  in  and 

*  By  this  and  fome  other  preceding  particulars,  we  may  difeover 
Avh.it  fort  of  Secretary  the  Author  waa. 
.     f  A  private  mafr. 
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out,  I  could  not  preferve  the  connexion  of  their 
difcourfe,  "  Did  you  mind  how  obligingly  he  en- 
"  quired,  whether  our  famous  Chevalier  Newtoa 
"  was  ftill  living  ?  he  told  me,  my  good  friend  poor 
"  Defpreaux  was  dead  fince  I  was  in  France  ;  and 
"  afked  me  after  queen  Anne's  health."  Thefe  aje 
fome  of  the  particulars  I  overheard  while  at  dinner; 
which  confirmed  my  opinion,  that  Monfieur  Prior 
had  an  audience  of  his  majefty.  ^ 

About  ten  that  evening,  Monfieur  De  la  Baflide 
came  to  take  Monfieur  Matthews,  to  go  to  the  fame 
place  where  they  were  at  before.  I  was  permitted 
to  enter  the  vineyard,  but  not  the  gardens,  being 
left  at  the  gate  to  wait  their  return  y  which  was  in 
about  two  hours  time.  The  moon  fhone  bright ; 
and  by  Monfieur  Matthews's  manner,  I  thought 
he  appeared  fomewhat  diflatisfied.  When  he  came 
into  his  chamber,  he  threw  off  his  hat  in  fome  paf- 
lion,  folded  his  arms,  and  walked  up  and  down  the 
room  for  above  an  hour,  extremely  penfive:  at 
length  he  called  to  be  put  to  bed  ;  and  ordered  me 
to  fet  a  candle  by  his  bed-fide,  and  to  fetch  him 
fome  papers  out  of  his  valife  to  read* 

On  Friday  the  23d,  in  the  morning,  Monfieur 
Matthews  was  fo  obliging  to  call  mc  to  him ;  with 
the  affurance,  that  he  was  extremely  pleafed  with 
my  difcretion  and  manner  of  addrefs ;  as  a  proof  of 
which  fatisfa&ion,  he  would  give  me  leave  to  far 
tisfy  my  curicfity  with  feeing  fo  fine  a  place  as  Ver- 
failles ;  telling  me,  "  he  fhould  return  next  day 
c*  towards  Boulogne ;  and  therefore  advifed  me  to 
44  go  immediately  to  view  the  palace;  with  this 
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"  caution  (though  he  did  not  fuppofe  I  needed  it) 
fi  not  to  fay  any  thing  of  the  occafion  that  brought 
"  me  to  Verfailles." 

Monfieur  De  la  Baftide  having  ftaid  the  after- 
noon with  Monfieur  Matthews,  about  eight  o'clock 
they  went  to  the  rendezvous.  My  curiofity  had 
led  me  in  the  morning  to  take  a  drifter  view  of  the 
vineyard  and  gardens."  I  remained  at  the  gate  as 
before.  In  an  hour  and  a  half  s  time,  Monfieur 
Matthews,  with  Monfieur  De  la  Baftide,  another 
gentleman,  and  a  lady,  came  into  the  walk.  De 
la  Baftide  opened  the  gate,  and  held  it  fome  time 
in  his  hand.  While  Monfieur  Matthews  was  taking 
his  leave  of  thofe  perfons,  I  heard  the  lady  fay,  at 
parting,  Monfieur,  Jbngez-vous,  &c.  "  Confider 
"  this  night  on  what  we  have  faid  to  you."  TTie 
gentleman  feconded  her;  faying,  Ouy,  ouy,  Mon- 
fieur, fonge%  vous-en  pour  la  dernier  fois.  "  Ay^ 
<c  aye,  Sir,  confider  of  it  for  the  laft  time.'*  To 
which  Monfieur  Matthews  anfwered  brifkly,  in 
going  out,  Sire,  tout  ou  rien,  &c.  "  Sir,  all  or 
"  none,  as  I  have  had  the  honour  to  tell  your  ma- 
"  jefty  before."  Which  puts  it  beyond  difpute 
what  the  quality  of  thofe  perfons  were,  by  whom 
Monfieur  Matthews  had  the  honour  to  be  enter* 
tained. 

On  Saturday  the  24th,  Monfieur  Matthews  kept 
clofe  as  before  j  telling  me,  "  a  poft-ch^ife  was  or- 
u  dered,  to  carry  him  to  Calais  j  and  hg  would  do 
c<  me  the  grace  *  to  take  me  with  him,  to  keep  him 

•  An  affe<£W  Gallicifm,  to  favour  the  idea  of  tl\e  whole  bobga 
translation.  1  he  like  artifice  may  be  qbferved  in  fome  other 
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"  company  in  the  journey,  for  he  fhould  leave 
"  Monfieur  De  la  Baftide  at  Verfailles."  While- 
we  were  difcourfing,  that  gentleman  came  in,  with 
an  open  air,  and  a  fmiling  countenance.  He  em- 
braced Monfieur  Matthews ;  and  feemed  to  feel  fo 
much  joy,  that  he  could  not  eafily  conceal  Jit.  I 
left  the  chamber,  and  retired  to  my  own ;  whence 
I  could  hear  him  fay,  "  Courage,    Monfieur :   no 

travelling  to-day.  Madame  Maintenon  will  have 
"  me  once  more  conduct  you  to  her."  After 
which  I  was  called,  and  received  orders  about  din- 
ner, &c.  Monfieur  De  la  Baftide  told  me,  "  W$ 
"  fhould  fct  out  about  midnight,"  He  ftaid  the 
reft  of  the  day  with  Monfieur  Matthews.  About 
ten  o'clock  they  went  forth,  but  difpenfed  with  my 
attendance  ;  it  was  one  in  the  morning  before  they 
returned,  though  the  chaife  was  at  the  gate  foon 
after  eleven.  Monfieur  Matthews  took  a  morfel  of 
bread,  and  a  large  glafs  of  Hermitage  wine  ;  after 
which  they  embraced  with  much  kindnefs,  and  fo 
parted. 

Our  journey  to  Calais  pafled  without  any  accident 
worth  informing  you.  Mr.  Prior,  who  is  of  a  con- 
ftitution  fomewhat  tender,  was  troubled  with  a 
rheum,  which  made  fpeaking  uneafy  to  him :  but 
it  was  not  fo  at  all  to  me;  and  therefore  I  enter^ 
tained  him,  as  well  as  I  could,  chiefly  with  the 
praifes  of  our  gre^t  monarch,  the  magnificence  of 
his  court,  the  number  of  his  attendants,  the  awe 
and  veneration  paid  him  by  his  generals  and  mi- 
nifters,  and  the  immenfe  riches  of  the  kingdom. 
One  afternoon,  in  a  fmall  village  between  Chau- 
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mont  and  Beauvais,  as<  I  was  difcourfing  on  this 
fubje&,  feveral  poor  people  followed  the  chaife,  to 
beg  our  charity  :  one  louder  than  the  reft,  a  comely 
perfon,  about  fifty,  all  in  rags,  but  with  a  mien 
that  fliewecf  him  to  be  of  a  good  houfe,  cried  out, 
Monfieur^  pour  t *  amour  de  Diet*,  &c.  "  Sir,  for 
<8  the  love  of  God,  give  fomething  to  the  marquis 
<f  De  Sourdis !"  Mr.  Prior,  half  afleep,  rouzed 
himfelf  up  at  the  name  of  marquis,  called  the 
poor  gentleman  to  him,  and,  obferving  fomething 
in  his  behaviour  like  a  man  of  quality,  very  gene- 
roufly  threw  him  a  piftole.  As  the  coach  went  on, 
Monfieur  Prior  afked  me,  with  much  furpme, 
"  Whether  I  thought  it  poffible  that  tmhappy  crea- 
*••  ture  could  be  un  veritable  marquis  * ;  for,  if  it 
"  were  fo,  furely  the  miferies  of  our  country  muft 
M  be  much  greater  than  even  our  very  enemies 
a  could  hope  or  believe  V  I  made  bold  to  teH 
him,  "  That  I  thought  We  could  not  well  judge 
u  from  particulars  to  generals ;  and  that  I  was  fiire 
♦*  there  were  great  numbers  of  marquifes  in  France, 
<f  who  had  ten  thoufand  livres  a  year."  I  tell  you 
this  paflage,  to  let  you  fee,  that  the  wifeft  men  have 
fome  prejudices  of  their  country  about  them !  We 
got  to  Calais  on  Wednefday  the  28th  in  the  even- 
ing; #nd  the  next  morning  (the  29th)  I  took  my 
leave  of  Monfieur  Prior  j  who,  thanking  me  in  the 
civileft  manner  in  the  world  for  the  fervice  I  bad 
done  him,  very  nobly  made  me  a  prefent  of  fifty 
pjftoles  j  and  fo  we  parted.     He  put  tp  fea  with  a 
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fair  wind,  and  I  fuppofe,  in  a  few  hours  landed 
in  England. 

This,  Sir,  is  the  utmoft  I  am  able  to  inform  you 
about  Monfieur  Prior's  journey  and  negotiation. 
Time  alone  will  let  us  know  the  events  of  it,  which 
are  yet  in  the  dark.     I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  and 
moft  humble  fervant, 

DU  BAUDRIER.  . 


POSTSCRIPT, 
By  the  TRANSLATOR. 

The  Author  of  this  trad,  having  left  his  mafter 
on  Clipboard  at  Calais,  had,  it  feems,  no  farther  in- 
telligence when  he  publifhed  it :  neither  am  I  able 
to  fupply  it,  but  by  what  pafTes  in  common  report ; 
which,  being  in  every  body's  mouth,  but  with  no 
certainty,  I  think  it  needlefs  to  repeat. 
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THE    AUTHOR'S    PREFACE. 

MR.  Steele,  in  his  "  Letter  to  the  Bailiff  of  Stockbridge,'* 
has  given  us  leave  "  to  treat  him  as  we  think  fit,  as  he 
"  if  our  brother-fcribbler ;  but  not  to  attack  him  as  an  honed 
"  man,"  p.  40.  That  is  to  fay,  he  allows  us  to  be  his  criticks, 
but  not  bis  anfwerers  j  and  be  is  altogether  in  the  right,  for 
there  is  in  bis  letter  much  to  be  criticifed,  and  little  to  be  an- 
swered. The  fituation  and  importance  of  Dunkirk  are  pretty 
well  known.  Mopf.  Tugghe's  memorial,  publifhed  and  handed 
about  by  the  whigs,  is  allowed  to  be  a  very  trifling  paper :  and 
as  to  the  immediate  demolifement  of  that  town,  Mr.  Steele  pre- 
tends to  offer  no  other  argument  but  the  expectations  of  the 
people,  which  is  a  figurative  fpeech,  naming  the  tenth  part  for 
the  whole ;  as  Bradfhaw  told  king  Charles  L,  that  the  people 
of  England  expe&ed  juftice  againft  him.  I  have  therefore  en* 
tered  very  little  into  the  fubjed  he  pretends  to  treat ;  but  have 
confidered  his  pamphlet  partly  as  a  critick,  and  partly  as  a  com- 
mentator ;  which,  I  thirtk,  is  u  to  treat  him  only  ae  my  bro- 
w  ther-fcribbler,"  according  to  the  permif&on  he  has  gracioufly 
allowed  me. 

*7-J- 


V. 


Digitized 


by  Google 


TO  THE  WORSHIPFUL 

Mr.    JOHN    SNOW, 

4 

BAILIFF  OF   STOCK  BRIDGE. 

SIR, 

I  HAVE  juft  been  reading  a  twelvepenny  pan*-, 
phlet  about  Dunkirk,  addrefled  to  yourWorfhip 
from  one  of  your  intended  Reprefentatives ;  and  I 
find  feveral  paflag6s  in  it  which  want  explanation, 
efpecially  to  you  in  the  country :  for  we  in  town 
have  a  way  of  talking  and  writing,  which  is  very 
little  underftood  beyond  the  bills  of  mortality.  I 
have  therefore  made  bold  to  fend  you  here  a  fecontf 
letter,  by  way  of  comment  upon  the  former. 

In  order  to  this,  "  You,  Mr.  Bailiff,  and  at  the 
"  fame  time  the  whole  borough,'*  may  pleafe  to 
take  notice,  that  London  writers  often  put  titles  to 
their  papers  and  pamphlets,  which  have  little  or 
no  reference  to  the  main  defign  of  the  work  :  fo, 
for  inftance,  you  will  obferve  in  reading,  that  the 
letter  called,  "  The  Importance  of  Dunkirk/'  is 
wholly  taken  up  in  fhewing  you  the  importance  pf 
Mr.  Steele ;  wherein  it  was  indeed  reafonable  your 
borough  fhould  be  informed,  which  had  chofen  him 
to  reprefent  them. 

I  would  therefore  place  the  importance  of  this 

.gentleman  before  you,  in  a  clearer  light  than  he  has 
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given  himfelf  the  trouble  to  do  j  without  running 
into  his  early  hiftory,  becaufe  I  owe  him  no  malice. 
Mr*  Steele  is  author  of  two  tolerable  plays,  or  at 
lead  of  the  greateft  part,  of  them ;  which,  added  to 
the  company  he  kept,  and  to  the  continual  convef- 
fation  and  friendfhip  of  Mr.  Addifon,  has  given 
him  the  chara&er  of  a  wit.  To  take  the  height  of 
his  learning,  you  are  to  fuppofe  a  lad  juft  fit  for 
the  univerfity,  and  fent  early  from  thence  into  the 
wide  world,  where  he  followed  every  way  of  life, 
that  might  leaft  improve,  or  preferve,  the  rudi- 
ments he  had  got.  He  has  no  invention,  nor  is 
mafter  of  a  tolerable  ftyle ;  his  chief  talent  is  hu- 
mour, which  he  fometimes  difcovers  both  in  writ- 
ing and  difcourfe;  for,  after  the  firft  bottle,  he  is 
no  difagreeable  companion.  I  never  knew  him 
taxed  with  ill-nature,  which  has  made  me  wonder 
how  ingratitude  came  to  be  his  prevailing  vice  j  and 
I  am  apt  to  think  it  proceeds  more  from  fome  unac- 
countable fort  of  inftindt,  than  premeditation.  Be- 
ing the  moft  imprudent  man  alive,  he  never  follows 
the  advice  of  his  friends;  but  is  wholly  at  the 
mercy  of  fools  or  knaves,  or  hurried  away"  by  his 
own  caprice ;  by  which  he  has  committed  more  ab- 
furdities,  in  ceconomy,  friendfhip,  love,  duty, 
good-manners,  politicks,  religion,  and  writing, 
than  ever  fell  to  one  man's  (hare.  He  was  ap- 
pointed Gazetteer  by  Mr.  Harley  (then  fecretary  of 
Hate)  at  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Maynwaring, 
with  a  falary  of  three  hundred  pounds ;  was  a  com- 
miffioner  of  ftampt-paper,    of  equal  profit  j   and 
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had  a  penfion  of  a  hundred  pounds  per  annum  ^ '  as 
a  fervant  to  the  late  prince  George. 

This  gentleman,  whom  I  haVe  now  defcribed  to 
you,  began  between  four  and  five  years  ago  to  pub- 
lifh  a  paper  thrice  a  week,  called  the  Tatler.  It 
came  out  under  the  borrowed  name  of  Ifaac  Bicker- 
ftaff,  and,  by  contribution  of  his  ingenious  friends, 
grew  to  have  a  great  reputation,  and  was  equally 
efteemed  by  both  parties,  becaufe  it  meddled  with 
neither.  But,  fome  time  after  Sacheverell's  trial, 
when  things  began  to  change  their  afpeft,  Mr. 
Steele,  whether  by  the  command  of  his  fuperiors, 
his  own  inconftancy,  or  the  abfence  of  his  affift- 
ants,  would  needs  corrupt  his  paper  with  politicks  ; 
publifhed  one  or  two  moft  virulent  libels,  and  chofe 
for  his  fubje&  even  that  individual  Mr.  Hafley, 
who  had  made  him  Gazetteer.  But,  his  finger  and 
thumb  not  proving  ftrong  enough  to  flop  the  ge- 
neral torrent,  there  was  a  univerfal  change  made  in 
the  miniftryj  and  the  two  new  fecretaries,  not 
thinking  it  decent  to  employ  a  man  in  their  office 
who  had  aded  fo  infamous  a  part,  Mr.  Steele,  Jo 
avoid  being  difcarded,  thought  fit  to  refign  his 
place  of  Gazetteer.  Upon  which  occafion,  I  can- 
not forbear  relating  a  paflage  "  to  you,  Mr.  Bai- 
"  liff,  and'  the  reft  of  the  borough,"  which  dif- 
covers  a  very  peculiar  turn  of  thought  in  this  gen- 
tleman you  have  chofen  to  reprefent  you.  When 
Mr.  Maynwaring  recommended  him  to  the  em- 
ployment of  Gazetteer,  Mr.  Harley,  out  of  an  in- 
clination to  encourage  men  of  parts,  raifed  that  of- 
fice from  fifty  pounds  to  three  hundred  pounds  a 
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year.  Mn  Steele,  according  to  form,  came  to  give 
Iris  new  patron  thaaksj  but  the  fecretary,  who 
would  rather  confer  i  hundred  favours,  than  receive 
acknowledgements  for  one,  faid  to  him,  in  a  moil 
obliging  manner,  u  JPray,  Six,  do  not  thank  me ; 
u  but  thank  Mr.  Maynwaring."  Sqpn  after  Mr. 
Steeled  quitting  that  employment,  he  complained 
to  a  gentleman  in  office,  of  the  hardfhip  put  upon 
him  in  being  forced  to  quit  his  place  ;  that  he  knew 
Mr,  Harley  was  the  caufe  j  that  he  never  had  done 
Mr.  Harley  any  injury,  nor  received  any  obligation 
from  him.  The  gendeman,  amazed  at  this  dif- 
courfe,  put  him  in  mind  of  thole  libels  publiihed 
in  his  Tatlers.  Mr.  Steele  faid,  he  was  only  the 
publisher,  for  they  had  been  lent  him  by  other 
hands.  The  gentleman  thinking  this  a  very  moo- 
ftrous  kind  of  excufe*  and  not  allowing  it,  Mr, 
Steele  then  faid,  "  Well,  I  have  libelled  him,  and 
a  he  has  turned  me  out ;  and  fo  we  are  equal."— 
But  neither  would  this  be  granted:  and  he  was 
afked  whether  the  place  of  Gazetteer  were  not  an 
obligation?  "  No,"  faid  he,  "  not  from  Mr.  Har- 
u  ley;  for,  when  I  went  to  thank  him,  he  forbad 
"  me,  and  faid,  I  muft  only  thank  Mr.  Mayn- 
"  wanng. 

But  I  return,  Mr.  Bailiff,  to  give  you  a  farther 
account  of  this  gentleman's  importance.  In  lefa,  I 
think,  than  two  years,  the  town  and  he  grew 
weary  of  the  Tatler:  he  was  filent  for  feme 
months ;  and  then  a  daily  paper  came  from  him 
and  his  friends,  under  the  name  of  Spectator,  with 
good  fuccefe :  this  being  likewife  dropt  after  a  flf» 
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tain  period,  he  has  of  late  appeared  under  the  ftyle 
of  Guardian,  which  he  has  now  likewife  quitted 
for  that  of  Englishman ;  but,  having  chofen  other 
affiftance,  or  trufting  more  to  himfelf,  his  papers 
have  been  very  coldly  received,  which  has  made 
him  fly  for  relief  to  the  never-failing  fource  of 
fadtion. 

In  the  beginning  of  Auguft  laft,  Mr.  Steele  writes 
a  letter  to  Neftor  lronfide,  efq;  and  fubfcribes  it 
with  the  name  of  "  Englifli  Tory/'  On  the  7th, 
the  laid  lronfide  publifhes  this  letter  in  the  Guar- 
dian. How  (hall  I  explain  this  matter  to  you,  Mr* 
Bailiff,  and  your  brethren  of  the  borough  ?  You 
muft  know  then,  that  Mr.  Steele  and  Mr.  lronfide 
are  the  fame  perfons,  becaufe  there  is  a  great  rela- 
tion between  Iron,  and  Steel ;  and  Englifli  Tory 
and  Mr.  Steele  are  the  fame  perfons,  becaufe  there 
is  no  relation  at  all  between  Mr.  Steele  and  an 
Englifli  Tory ;  fo  that,  to  render  this  matter  clear 
to  the  very  meaneft  capacities,  Mr.  Englifli  Tory, 
the  very  fame  perfon  with  Mr.  Steele,  writes  a  let- 
ter to  Neftor  lronfide,  efq;  who  is  the  fartifi  perfon 
with  Englifli  Tory,  who  is  the  fame  perfon  with1 
Mr.  Steele  r  and  Mr.  lronfide,  who  is  the  famd! 
perfon  with  Englifli  Tory,  publiflies  th6  lettef 
written  by  Englifli  Tory,  who  is  the  fafnfe  peffon 
with  Mr.  Steele,  who  is  the  fame  perfon  faith  Mf/ 
lronfide.  This  letter,  written  and  publifhed  by 
thefe  three  gentlemen,  who  arc  one  of  ycitf  rejpjrd-- 
fentatives,  complains  of  a  printed  paper  in.  Erench 
and  Englifli,  lately  handed  about  the  town,  and' 
given  gratis  to  paflengers  in  the  ftreets  at  noon-day;' 
I     Vol.  V,  G  g  the 
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the  title  whereof  is,  "  A  moft  humble  Addrefc,  or 
44  Memorial,  prefented  to  her  Majefty  the  Queen 
u  of  Great  Britain,  *by  the  Deputy  of  the  Magif- 
*•  trates  of  Dunkirk.**     This  deputy,  it  feems,  is 
called  the  Sieur  Tugghe.     Now,  the  remarks  made 
upon  this  memorial  by  Mr.  Englifli  Tory,  in  his 
letter  to  Mr.  Ironfide,  happening  to  provoke  the 
Examiner  and  another  pamphleteer,  they  both  fell 
hard  upon  Mr.  Steele,  charging  him  with  infolence 
and  ingratitude  towards  the  queen.   But  Mr,  Steele, 
nothing"  daunted,   writes  a  long  letter  "  to  you, 
"  Mr.  Bailiff,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  the  whole 
"  borough,"  in  his  own  vindication.     But,  there 
being  feveral  difficult  paflages  in  this  letter,  which 
fllay  want  clearing  up,  I  here  fend  you  and  the  bo- 
rough my  annotations  upon  it. 

Mr.  Steele,  in  order  to  difplay  his  importance  to 
your  borough,   begins  his  letter  by  letting  you 
know  "  he  is  no  fmall  man,"  p.  i  ;    becaufe,  in 
the  pamphlets  he  has  fent  you  down,  you  will 
a  find  him  fpoken  of  more  than  once  in  print."    It 
is  indeed  a  great  thing  to  be  "  fpoken  of  in  print," 
and  muft  needs  make  a  mighty  found  at  Stockbridgc 
among  the  ele&ors.     However,  if  Mr.  Steele  has 
really  fent  you  down  all  the  pamphlets  and  papers 
printed  fince  the  diflblution,   you  will  find  he  U 
not  the  only  perfon  of  importance  j  I  could  in- 
ftance  Abel  Roper,  Mr.  Marten  the  furgeon,  Mr. 
John  Moore  the  apothecary  at  the  peftle  and  mor- 
tar, Sir  William  Read  her  majefty's  oculift,  and,  of 
later  name  and  fame,  Mr.  John  Smith  the  coni- 
cjutter,  with  feveral  others  who  are  "  fpoken  of 
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*  more  than  once  in  print."  Then  he  recommends 
to  your  perufal,  and  fends  you  a  copy  of,  a  printed 
paper  given  gratis  about  the  ftreets,  which  is  the 
memorial  of  Monfieur  Tugghe,  above-mentioned, 
"  Deputy  of  the  magiftrates  of  Dunkirk,"  to  defire 
her  majefty  not  to  demolifh  the  faid  town.  He 
tells  you  how  infolent  a  thing  it  is,  that  fuch  a 
paper  fhould  be  publicly  diftributed,  and  he  tells 
you  true ;  but  thefe  infolences  are  very  frequent 
among  the  whigs.  One  of  their  prefent  topicks 
for  clamour  is  Dunkirk:  here  is  a  memorial  faid  to 
be  prefented  to  the  queen  by  an  obfcure  French- 
man ;  one  of  your  party  gets  a  copy,  and  imme- 
diately prints  it  by  contribution,  and  delivers  it 
gratis  to  the  people ;  which  anfwers  feveral  ends. 
Firft,  It  is  meant  to  lay  an  odium  on  the  miniftry. 
Secondly,  If  the  town  be  foon  demolifhed,  Mr. 
Steele  and  his  fa&ion  have  the  merit ;  their  argu- 
ments and  threatenings  have  frightened  my  lord 
treafurer.  Thirdly,  If  the  demolifhing  fhould  be 
farther  deferred,  the  nation  will  be  fully  convinced 
of  his  lordfhip's  intention  to  bring  over  the  Pre- 
tender. 

Let  us  turn  over  fourteen  pages,  which  contain 
the  memorial  itfelf,  and  which  is  indeed  as  idle  a 
6ne  as  ever  I  read  ;  we  come  now  to  Mr.  Steele's 
letter,  under  the  name  of  Englifh  Tory,  to  Mr. 
Ironfide.  In  the  preface  to  this  letter,  p.  15,  he 
has  thefe  words ;  "  It  is  certain  there  is  not  much 
danger  in  delaying  the  demolition  of  Dunkirk 
during  the  life  of  his  prefent  moft  chriftian  ma- 
jefty, who  is  renowned  for  the  moft  inviolable 
G  g  2  *  regard 
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u  regard  to  treaties  ;  but  that  pious  prince  is  aged, 
a  and  in  cafe  of  his  deceafe,  &c."  This  preface  is 
an  the  words  of  Mr.  Ironfide,  a  profeffed  whig; 
arid  perhaps  you  in  the  country  will  wonder  to  hear 
a  zealot  of  your  own  party,  celebrating  the  French 
king  for  his  piety  and  his  religious  performance  of 
treaties.  For  this,  I  can  allure  you,  is  not  fpoken 
in  jeft,  or  to  be  underftood  by  contrary.  There  is 
a  wonderful  refemblancc  between  that  prince  and 
<he  party  of  whigs  among  us.  Is  he  for  arbitrary 
government  ?  So  are  they.  Has  fee  perfecuted  pro- 
teftants  ?  So  have  the  whigs.  Did  he  attempt  to 
reftore  king  James  and  his  pretended  fbn?  They 
did  the  fame.  Would  he  have  Dunkirk  furrendered 
«to  him  ?  This  is  what  they  defire.  Does  he  caB 
himfelf  the  Moft  Chriftian  ?  The  whigs  aflurae  the 
fame  title,  though  their  leaders  deny  chriftianity. 
Does  he  break  his  promifes  ^  Did  they  ever  keep 
theirs  ? 

From  the  16th  to  the  38th  page,  Mr.  Steele's 
pamphlet  is  taken  up  with  a  copy  of  his  letter  to 
Mr.  Ironfide,  the  remarks  of' the  Examiner  and 
another  author'upon  that  letter :  the  hydrography  of 
fome  French  and  Englifh  ports,  and  his  anfwer  to 
Mr.  Tugghe's  memorial.  -  The  bent  of  his  difcourfe 
is,  in  appearance,  to  fhew  of  what  prodigious  con- 
fluence to  the  welfare  of  England  the  furrender  of 
Dunkirk  was.  But  here,  Mr.  Bailiff,  you  muft 
be  careful ;  for  all  this  is  faid  in  raillery;  for  you 
may  eafdy  remember,  that  when  the  town  was 
firff  yielded  to  the  queen,  the  whigs  declared  it  was 
of  no  conference  at  all,  that  the  French  could 
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eafily  repair  it  after  the  demolition,  or  fortify 
another  a  few  miles  off,  which  would  be  of  more 
advantage  to  them.  So  that  what  Mr.  Steele  tells 
jrour  of  the  prodigious  benefit  that  will  accrue  ta 
England  by  destroying  this  port,  is  only  fuited  to 
prefent  junctures  and  circumftances.  For,  if  Dun- 
kirk flioulcf  now  be  reprefented  as  infignificant  a* 
when  it  was  firft  put  into  her  majefty's  hands,  it 
would  fignify  nothing  whether  it  were  demolifhed 
or  not,,  and  confequently  one  principal  topick  of 
clamour  would  fall  to  the  ground. 

In  Mr.  Steele's  anfwer  to  Monfieur  Tugghe's  ar- 
guments againft  the  demolishing  of  Dunkirk,  1 
have  not  obferved  any  thing  that  fo  much  deferves 
your  peculiar  notice,  as  the  great  eloquence  of  youif 
new  member,  and  his  wonderful  faculty  of  varying 
his  ftyle,  which  he  calls  H  proceeding  like  a  man? 
of  great  gravity  and  bqfinefs,"  p.  31.  He  has  ten 
arguments  of  Tugghe's  to  anfwer ;  and  becaufe  he 
will  not  go  in  the  old  beaten  road,  like  a  parfon  of 
a  parifh,  firft,,  fecondly,  thirdly,  &c.  his  manner 
is  this : 

In  anfwer  to  the  Sieur's  Firft. 

As  to  the  Sieur's  Second* 

As  to  his  Third. 

As  to  the  Sieur's  Fourth, 

As  to  Mr.  Deputy's  Fifth. 

As  to  the  Sieur's  Sixth. 

As  to  this  Agent's  Seventh, 

As  to  the  Sieur's  Eighth. 

As  to  his  Ninth. 

As  to  the  Memorialift's  Tenth* 
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You  fee  every  fecohd  expreffion  is  more  or  left 
diverfified,  to  avoid  the  repetition  of,  "  As  to  the 
Sieur's,  &c."  and  there  is  the  tenth  into  the  bar- 
gain. I  could  heartily  wi(h  Monfieur  Tugghe  had 
been  able  to  find  ten  arguments  more,  and  thereby 
given  Mr.  Steele  an  opportunity  of  {hewing  the  ut- 
moft  variations  our  language  would  beat,  in  fo  mo- 
mentous a  trial. 

Mr.  Steele  tells  you,  "  That  having  now  done 
M  with  his  foreign  enemy  Monfieur  Tugghe,  he 
Ci  muft  face  about  to  his  domeftic  foes,  who  accufe 
iC  him  of  ingratitude,  and  infulting  his  prince, 
u  while  he  is  eating  her  bread." 

To  do  himjuftice,  he  acquits  himfelf  pretty  to- 
lerably of  this  laft  charge:  for  he  afiures  you,  he 
gave  up  his  ftampt-paper  office,  and  penfion  as 
gentleman-ufher,  before  he  wrote  that  letter  to  him- 
felf  in  the  Guardian  j  fo  that  he  had  already  re- 
ceived his  falary,  and  fpent  his  money,  and  con- 
fequently  the  bread  was  eaten  at  leaft  a  week  before 
he  would  offer  to  infult  his  prince:  fo  that  the 
folly  of  the  Examiner's  obje&ing  ingratitude  to 
him  upon  this  article,  is  manifeft  to  all  the  world. 

But,  he  tells  you,  he  has  quitted  thofe  employ- 
ments, to  render  him  more  ufeful  to  his  queen  and 
country,  ^ in  the  ftation  you  have  honoured  him 
with.  That,  no  doubt,  was  the  principal  motive ; 
however,  I  fhali  venture  to  add  fome  others.  Firft, 
the  Guardian  apprehended  it  impoffible,  that  the 
miniftry  would  let  him  keep  his  pl$ce  much  longer, 
after  the  part  he  had  a&ed  for  above  two  years  paft. 
{Secondly,  Mr,  Ironfide  faid  publicly,  that  he  *M 
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aflxamed  to  be  obliged  any  longer  to  a  perfon 
(meaning  Lord  Treafurer)  whom  he  had  ufed  fo  ill; 
for,  it  feemfc,  a  man  ought  not  to  ufe  his  benefac- 
tors ill,  above  two  years  and  a  half.  Thirdly,  The 
Sieur  Steele  appeals  for  protection  to  you,  Mr.  Bai- 
liff, from  others  of  your  denomination,  who  would 
have  carried  him  fomewhere  elfe,  if  you  had  not 
relieved  him  by  your  habeas  corpus  to  St.  Stephen's 
Chapel.  Fourthly,  Mr.  Englifli  Tory  found,  by 
calculating  the  life  of  a  miniftry,  that  it  has  lafte4. 
above  three  years,  and  is  near  expiring;  he  re- 
folved,  therefore,  to  "  (trip  off  the  very  garments 
M  fpotted  with  the  flefti,"  and  be  wholly  regenerate 
againft  the  return  of  his  old  matters. 

In  order  to  ferve  all  thefe  ends,  your  borough 
has  honoured  him  (as  he  exprefles  it)  with  choofing 
him  to  reprefent  you  in  parliament ;  and  it  muft  be 
owned,  he  has  equally  honoured  you.  Never  was 
borough  more  happy  in  fuitable  reprefentatives, 
than  you  are  in  Mr.  Steele  and  his  colleague  * ;  nor 
were  ever  reprefentatives  more  happy  in  a  fijitabl$ 
borough. 

When  Mr,  Steele  talked  of  "  laying  before  her 
**  majefty's  miniftry,  that  the  nation  has  a  ftri£t 
Ci  eye  upon  their  behaviour  with  relation  to  Dun- 
♦*  kiFk,"  p.  39 ;  did  not  you,  Mr.  Bailiff,  and  your 
brethren  of  the  borough,  prefently  imagine  he  had 
drawn  up  a  fort  of  counter-memorial  to  that  of 
Monfieur  Tugghe,  and  prefented  it  in  form  to  my 
lord  treafurer,  or  a  fecretary  of  ftate  ?  I  am  confi- 
fipnt  you  did  j  but  this  cpmes  by  not  underftanding 
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the  town.  You  are  to  know  then,  that  Mr*  Steele 
publifhes  every  day  a  penny-paper,  to  be  read  in 
coffee-houfes,  and  get  him  a  little  pioney.  This, 
by  a  figure  of  fpeech,  he  calls,  "  laying  things  be- 
"  fore  the  miniftry,"  who  feem  at  prefent  a  little 
toa  bufy  to  regard  fuch  memorials ;  and,  I  dare  fay, 
never  faw  his  paper,  unlefs  he  fent  it  by  the  penny* 
poft/ 

Well,  but  he  tells  you,  "  he  cannot  offer  againft 
^f  the  Examiner  and  his  other  adverfary,  reafon 
u  and  argument,  without  appearing  void  of  both," 
ibid*  What  a  fingular  fituation  of  the  mind  is 
this !  How  glad  fhould  I  be  to  hear  a  man  "  offer 
"  reafons  and  argument,  and  yet  at  the  fame  time 
"  appear  void  of  both !"  But  this  whole  para- 
graph Js  of  a  peculiar  ftrain ;  the  confequences  fo 
juft  and  natural,  and  fuch  a  propriety  in  thinking^ 
as  few  authors  ever  arrive  at.  "  Since  it  has  been 
u  the  fafhion  to  run  down  men  of  much  greater 
iC  confequence  than  I  am;  I  will  not  bear  the  ac- 
"  cufation,"  ibid.  This,  I  fuppofe,  is,  "  to  offer 
u  reafons  and  arguments,  and  yet  appear  void  of 
iC  both."  And  in  the  next  lines ;  "  Thefe  writers 
"  (hall  treat  me  as  they  think  fit,  as  I  am  their 
"  brother-fcribbler ;  but  I  fhall  noc  be  fo  uncon- 
"  cernecf  when  they  attack  me  as  an  honeft  man," 
p.  40.  And  how  does  he  defendliunfelf  ?  cc  I  fhall 
"  therefore  inform  them,  that  it  is  not  in  the  power 
"  of  a  private  man,  to  hurt  the  prerogative,"  &c 
Well ;  I  fhall  treat  him  only  as  a  brother-fcribbler; 
and  I  guefs  he  will  hardly  be  attacked  as  an  honeft 
man ;  but,  if  his  meaning  be  that  his  honefty  ought 
I  rot 
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not  to  be  attacked,  becaufe  he  <c  has  no  power  to 
c<  hurt  the  honour  and  prerogative  of  the  crown 
cc  without  being  punifhed ;"  he  will  make  an  ad- 
mirahle  reafoner  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 

But  all  this  wife  argumentation  was  introduced, 
only  to  clofe  the  paragraph,  by  haHng  in  a  faflr, 
which  he  relates  to  you  and  your  borough,  in  or- 
der to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  exprefs 
his  duty  and  gratitude  to  the  queen.     The  faflt  i% 
this  ;  "  That  her  majefty's  honour  is  in  danger  offv- 
being  loft,  by  her  minifters'  tolerating  villains 
without  confeience  to  abufe.  the  greateft  inftru- 
u  ments  of  honour  and  glory  to  our  country,  th$ 
"  moil  wife  and  faithful  managers^  and  the  moft 
pious,  difinterefted,  generous,  aod  fetf-denying   / 
patriots  ;"  and  the  inftances  he  produces  are,,  the 
duke  of  Marlborough,  the  late  earl  of  Godolphin,  * 
and  about  two  thirds  of  the  bifhops. 

Mr.  Bailiff,  I  cannot  debate  this  matter  at  length, 
without  putting  you,  and  the  reft  of  my  country- 
men who  will  be  at  the  expence,  to  fix-pence* 
charge  extraordinary.  The  3uk§  and  earl  were 
both  removed  from  their  employments;  and  I  hope 
you  have  too  great  a  refpeft  for  the  queen,  to  think 
it  was  done  for  nothing.  The  former  was  at  the 
head  of  many  great  actions ;  and  he  has  received 
plentiful  oblations  of  praife  and  profit :  yet,  having 
read  all  that  ever  was  objq&ed  againft  him  by  the 
Examiner,  I  will  undertake  to  prove  every  fy liable 
of  it  true,  particularly  that  famous  attempt  to  be 
general  for  life.  The  earl  of  Godolphin  is  (?ead> 
And  his  faults  may  fojourn  with  him  in  the  grave, 
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till  fome  hiftorian  Jhall  think  fit  to  revive  part  of 
them,  for  inftru&ion  and  warning  to  pofterity.  But 
it  grieved  me  to  the  foul,  to  fee  fo  many  good  epi- 
thets bellowed  by  Mr.  Steele  upon  the  bifhops  :  no- 
thing has  done  more  hurt  to  that  facred  order  for 
fome  years  paft,  than  to  hear  fome  prelates  extolled 
by  .whigs,  diffenters,  republicans,  focinians,  and, 
in  fhort,  by  all  who  are  enemies  to  epifcopacy. 
God,  in  his  mercy,  for  ever  keep  our  prelates  from 
deferving  the  praifes  of  fuch  panegyrifts ! 

Mr.  Steele  is  difcontented  that  the  miniftry  have 
not  "  called  the  Examiner  to  account,  as  well  as  the 
«*  Flying-Poft."  I  will  inform  you,  Mr.  Bailiff, 
how  that  matter  Hands.  The  author  of  the  Flying- 
Poft  has  tKrice  a  week,  for  above  two  years  toge- 
ther, pubjifhed  the  rooft  impudent  reflexions  upon 
all  the  prefent  miniftry,  upon  all  their  proceedings, 
and  upon  the  whole  body  of  tories.  The  Exa- 
miner, on  the  other  fide,  writing  in  defence  of  thofe 
whom  her  majefty  employs  in  her  greateft  affairs, 
and  of  the  caufe  they  are  engaged  in,  has  always 
borne  hard  upon  the  whigs,  and  now  and  then 
upon  fome  of  their  leaders.  Now,  Sir,  we  reckon 
here,  that  fuppofing  the  perfons  on  both  fides  to  be 
of  equal  intrinfic  worth,  it  is  more  impudent,  im- 
moral, and  criminal^  to  refle&  on  a  majority  in 
power,  than  a  minority  out  of  power.  Put  the 
cafe,  that  an  odd  rafcally  tory  in  your  borough 
fhould  prefume  to  abufe  your  worfhip,  who,  in  the 
language  of  Mr.  Steele,  are  firft  minifters,  and  the 
majority  of  your  brethren,  for  fending  two  fuch 
whig  reprefentatives  up  to  parliament  j  and  on  the 
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other  fide,  that  an  honeft  whig  fhould  (land  in 
your  defence;  and  fall  foul  on  the  tones ;  would 
you  equally  refent  the  proceedings  of  both,  and  let 
your  friend  and  enemy  fit  in  the  flocks  together  ? 
Hearken  to  another  cafe,  Mr.  Bailiff;  fuppofeyour 
worfhip,  during  your  annual  adminiftration,  fhould 
happen  to  be  kicked  and  cuffed  by  a  pared  of 
tories ;  would  not  the  circumftance  of  your  being 
a  magiflrate  make  the  crime  the  greater,  than  if  the 
like  infults  were  committed  on  an  ordinary  tory 
fhopkeeper,  by  a  company  of  honeft  whigs  ?  What 
bailiff  would  venture  to  arreft  Mr.  Steele,  now  he 
has  the  honour  to  be  your  reprefentative  ?  and  what 
bailiff  ever  fcrupled  it  before  ? 

You  mufl  know,  Sir,  that  we  have  feveral  ways 
here  ofabufing  one  another,  without  incurring  the 
danger  of  the  law,  Firft,  we  are  careful  never  to 
print  a  man's  name  out  at  length ;  but,  as  I  do, 
that  of  Mr.  St — le  * :  fo  that,  although  every  body 
alive  knows  whom  I  mean,  the  plaintiff  can  have 
no  redrefs  in  any  court  of  juftice.  Secondly,  by 
putting  cafes;  thirdly,  by  infmuations ;  fourthly, 
by  celebrating  the  a&ions  of  others,  who  aded  di- 
rectly contrary  to  the  perfons  we  would  reflect  on  ; 
fifthly,  by  nicknames,  either  commonly  known  or 
flamped  for  the  purpofe,  which  every  body  can  tell 
how  to  apply.  Without  going  on  farther,  it  will 
be  enough  to  inform  you,  that  by  fomeof  the  ways 
I  have  already  mentioned,  Mr.  Steele  gives  you  to 
underftand,  that  the  queen's  honour  is  blafted  by 


f  Thus,  in  the  firft  edition,  the  name  wa*  conft.antly  contracted. 
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the  a&ions  of  her  prefent  minifters  ;  that  u  her  pre* 
'*  rogative  is  difgraced  by  creating  a  dozen  peers, 
€t  who,  by  their  votes,  turned  a  point  upon  which 
"  your  all  depended;  that  thefe  minifters  made  the 
u  q^een  lay  down  her  conquering  anra,  and  de- 
*  liver  herfelf  up  to  be  vanquished;  that  they  made 
tf  her  majefty  betray  her  alEes,  by  ordering  her 
"  aftny  to  face  about,  and.  leave  them  in  the  mo- 
"  ment  of  diftrefs  -T  that  the  prefent  minifters  are 
"  men  of  poor  and  narrow  conceptions*  fetf-inte- 
u  refted,  and  without  benevolence  to  mankind,  and 
"  were  brought  into  her  majefty's  favour  for  the 
<c  fins  of  the  nation :  and  only  think  what  they 
€C  may  do,  not  what  they  oughr  to  do*"  p.  43* 
This  is  the  character  given  by  Mr.  Steele  of  thofe 
perfons  whom  her  majefty  ha*  thought  fit  to  place 
in  the  higheft  ftations  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  truft 
with  the  management  of  her  moft  weighty  affairs : 
and  this  is  the  gentleman  who  cries  out,  "  Where 
cc  is  honour  ?  where  is  government  ?  where  is  pre- 
"  rogative?''  p..  40;  becaufe  the  Examiner  has 
fometimes  dealt  freely  with  thofe  whom  the  queen 
has  thought  fit  to  difcacd,  and  the  parliament  to 
ceniure. 

But  Mr.  Steele  thinks  it  highly  dangerous  to  the 
prince,  u  that  any  man  fhould  be  hindered  from 
"  offering  his  thoughts  upon  public  affairs  ;"  and 
refolves  to  do  ir,  *  though  with  the  lofe  of  her  ma- 
jefty's  favour,"  p.  45.  If  a  clergyman  offers  to 
preach  obedience  to  the  higher  powers,  and  proves 
it  by  fcripture  ;  Mr.  Steele  and  his  fraternity  im- 
mediately cry  out,  "  What  have  parfbns  to  do  with 
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u  politicks  ?"  I  afk,  What  fhadow  of  a  pretence 
has  he  to  offer  hiscttide  thoughts  iri  matters  of  ftate? 
to  print  and  publifh  them?  *  to  lay  them  before 
*'  ifoe  queen  and  mlniftry  ?"  and  to  reprove  both 
for  maladministration  ?  Hovi  did  he  acquire  thefe 
abilities  of  directing  in  the  council*  of  princes?  Was 
it  from  pubUffjmg  Tatlers  and  Spe&ators,and  writ* 
ing  now  »nd  then  *  Guardian  ?  was  it  from  his.be- 
ing  a  foldier,  alchemift*,  gazetteer,  oommifEoijar  ♦. 
of  ftampt-papers,  or  geatleman-\iflier  ?  No ;  bi^t  he 
iuf^fts  it  is  every  man's  right  to  find  fault  with  the 
adroiniftration  in  print>  whenever  they  pltafe :  and 
therefore  you,  Mr.  Bailiff,  and  as  many  of  -your 
brethren  in  the  borough  as  can  write  and  read,  niay 
pobiifh  pamphlets,  and  "  lay  them  before  the  quten 
u  and  raiaiftry,"  to  fliew  ycrar  utter  diflike  o£  all 
their  proceedings ;  and  for  this  reafon,  bccaufe  you 
"  can  certainly  fee  and  apprehend,  with  your  own 
"  eyes  and  understanding,  thofe  dangers  which  the 
u  mkufters  do  not." 

One  thing  I  am  extremely  concerned  about^  that 
Mr.  Steele  refolvea*  as  he  telk  youyp.  46,.  when 
he  comes  into  the  houfe,,  *  to  follow  na  leaders,  but 
"  vote  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  confcience.** 
He  muft,  at  that  rate,'  be  a  very  ufelefe  member  to. 
his  party,  unlefs  his  confcience  be  already  cut  out 
and  fhaped  for  their  fervice,  which  I  am  ready  to 
believe  it  is,  if  I  may  have  leave  to  judge  from  the 
whole  tenor  of  his  life.     I  would  only  have  his* 

*  Sir  Richard  Steele  was  one  of  the  lait  eminent  men  who  enter- 
tained hope*  of  being  fuccefsful  in  the  purtuit  of  the  PhilofophfTT'i 
Stone. .  His  laboratory  was  ac  Poplar,  a  village  near  London  $  and; 
is  now  concerted  into  a  garden-houfe. 
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friends  be  cautious,  not  to  reward  him  too  liberally: 
for,  as  it  was  (aid  of  Cranmer,  "  Do  the  arcnbifhop 
u  an  ill  turn,  and  he  is  your  friend  for  ever."  So 
u  I  do  affirm  of  your  member,  Do  Mr.  Steele  4 
u  good  turn,  and  he  is  your  enemy  for  ever." 

I  had  like  to  let  flip  a  very  trivial  matter  which 
I  fhould  be  forry  to  have  done.  In  reading  thi* 
pamphlet,  I  obferved  feveral  miftakes,  but  knew 
not  whether  to  impute  them  to  the  author  or  prin- 
ter ;  till,  turning  to  the  end,  I  found  there  was 
only  one  erratum,  thus  fet  down,  a  Pag.  45.  line 
u  a8.  for  admonition  read  advcrtifcmcnt"  This  (to 
imitate  Mr.  Steele's  propriety  of  fpeech)  is  a  very 
old  practice  among  new  writers,  to  make  a  wilful 
miftake,  and  then  put  it  down  as  an  erratum.  The 
word  is  brought  in  upon  this  occafion,  to  convince 
all  the  world  that  he  was  not  guilty  of  ingratitude! 
by  refle&ing  on  the  queen  when  he  was  a&ually 
under  falary,  as  the  Examiner  affirms ;  he  allures 
you,  he  "  had  refigned  and  diverted  himfelf  of  all, 
44  before  he  would  prefume  to  write  any  thing 
"  which  was  fo  apparently  an  admonition  to  thofe 
"  employed  in  her  majefty's  fervice."  In  cafe  the 
Examiner  fhould  find  fault  with  this  word,  he  might 
appeal  to  the  erratum ;  and  having  formerly  been 
gazetteer,  he  conceived  he  might  very  fafely  ven- 
ture to  advertife. 

Yon  are  to  underftand,  Mr.  Bailiff,  that  in  the 
great  rebellion  againft  king  Charles  I.,  there  was  a 
diftin&ion  found  out  between  the  perfonal  and  po- 
litical capacity  of  the  prince ;  by  the  help  of  which, 
thofe  rebels  profeffed  to  fight  for  the  king,  vrb$k 
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the  great  guns  were  discharging  againft  Charles 
Stuart.     After  the  fame  manner,  Mr.  Steele  diittn- 
guiflies  between  the  perfonal  and  political  preroga- 
tive.    He  does  not  care  to  truft  this  jewel  "  to  the 
"  will,  and  pleafure,  and  paffion,  of  her  majefty," 
p.  48.     If  I  am  not  miftaken,  the  crown-jeweld 
cannot  be  alienated  by  the  prince;  but  I  always 
thought  the  prince  could  wear  them  during  his* 
reign,  elfe  they  had  as  good  be  in  the  hands  of  tfre 
fubje&  :  fo,  I  conceive,  her  majefty  may  and  ought 
to  wear  the  prerogative  ;  that  it  is  hers  during  life ; 
and  {he  ought  to  be  fo  much  the  more  careful,  nei- 
ther to  foil  nor  diminifh  it,  for  that  very  reafon, 
becaufe  it  is  by  law  unalienable.     But  what  muii 
we  do  with  this  prerogative,  according  to  the  no- 
tion of  Mr.  Steele  ?  It  muft  not  be  trufted  with  the 
queen,  becaufe  Providence  has  given  her  will,  plea- 
fure, and  paffion.     Her  minifters  muft  not  a&  by 
the  authority  of  it ;  for  then  Mr.  Steele  will  cry 
out,  w  What  ?  Are  majefty  and  miniftry  confoli-r    . 
"  dated?  and  muft  there  be  no  diftin&ion  between 
"  the  one  and  the  other  ?"  p.  46.     He  tells  you, 
p.  48,  u  The  prerogative  attends  the  crown  ;"  and 
therefore,  I  fuppofe,  muft  lie  in  the  Tower,  to  be 
(hewn  for  twelve-pence  ;  but  never  produced,  ex- 
cept at  a  coronation,  or  palling  an  ad.     "  Well, 
u  but,"  fays  he,  "  a  whole  miniftry  may  be  im- 
M  peached  and  condemned  by  the  houfe  of  com- 
<c  mons,  without  the  prince's  fuffering  by  it."  And 
what  follows  ?  Why,  therefore,  a  (ingle  burgefs  of 
Stockbridge,  before  he  gets  into  the  houfe,  may  at 
any  time  revile  a  whole  miniftry  in  print,  before  he 
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knows  whether  they  aw  guilty  of  any  one  fiegla£t 
of  duty,  or  breach  of  truft  i 

I  am  willing  to  join  ifiue  with  Mr.  Steele  in  one 
particular  ;  which  .perhaps  may  give  you  fotne  di- 
verfion*  He  i»  taxed,  by  the  Examiner  and  others, 
for  an  infolent  expreffion,  that  the  Brittfli  nation 
expe&8  the  immediate  demolition  of  Dunkirk.  He 
*fey6,  the  word  expect  was  meant  to  the  miniftry, 
aud  not  to  the  queen ;  "  but  that,  however,  for 
"  argument  fake,  he  will  fuppofe  thofe  words  were 
"  addrefled  immediately  to  the  queen."  Let  me 
then  likewife,  for  argument  fake,  fuppofe  a  rery 
ridiculous  thing,  that  Mr.  Steele  were  admitted  to 
her  majefty's  faered  perfon,  to  tell  his  own  ftorjr, 
with  his  letter  to  you,  Mr.  Bailiff,  in  his  hand,  to 
have  recourfe  to  upon  occafion.  I  think  his  fpeech 
muft  be  in  thefe  terms  : 
"  Madam, 

"  I  Richard  Steele,  publiflier  of  the  Tarferand 
"  Spe&ator,  late  Gazetteer,  commiffioner  of  ftampt 
u  papert,  and  penfioner  to  your  majefty,  now  bur- 
"  gefs  ele&  of  Stockbridge,  do  fee  and  apprehends 
"  with  my  own  eyes  and  tinderftanding*  the  fcn- 
u  minent  danger  that  attends  the  delay  of  the  de- 
w  molition  of  Dunkirk,  which  I  believe  your  tta- 
u  nifters,  whofe  greater  concern  it  is,  do  not;  for, 
"  Madam,  the  thing  is  not  done ;  my  lord  trea- 
"  furer  and  lord  Bolingbroke,  my  fellow-fobje&s, 
<c  under  whofe  immediate  dire&ion  it  is,  are  care- 
"  lefs,  and  overlook  it,  or  fomethirtg  worfej  I 
*  mean,  they  defign  to  fell  it  to  France,  or  mate 
"  ufe  of  it  to  bring  in  the  Pretender.    This  is  clo% 
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**  from  their  fufferipg  Mr*  JTugghe's  memorial  to  > 
€i  be  publifhed  without  fmnifhmg  the  printer.  Your 
c<  majefty  has  told  us,  that  the  equivalent  for  Dun- 
"  kirk  is  already  in  tfya  ^rsnch  King's  hands; 
c<  therefore  all  obftacles  are  remoyed  on  the  part  of 
cc  France  ;  and  I,  though  a  mean  fellow,  give  your  » 
"  majefty  to  underftand,  in  the  beft  method  I  can 
€C  take,  and  from  the  fincerity  of  my  grateful  heartt 
*c  that  the  Britifli  nation  expe&s  the  immediate  de- 
molition of  Dunkirk;  as  you  hope  to  preferve 
your  perfon,  crown,  and  dignity,  and  the  fafety 
and  welfare  of  the  people  committed  to  your 
**  charge." 

I  have  contra&ed  fuch  a  habit  of  treating  princes 
familiarly,  by  reading  the  pamphlets  of  Mr.  Steele 
and  his  fellows,  that  lam  tempted  to  fuppofe  her 
xnajefty's  anfwer  to  this  fpeech  might  be  as  follows  • 

"  Mr.  Richard  Steele,  late  Gazetteer,  &c. 
u  I  do  not  conceive  that  any  of  your  titles  em- 
**  power  you  to  be  my  dire&or,  or  to  report  to  me 
cc  the  expectations  of  my  people.     I  know  their 
"  expectations  better  than  you  ;  they  love  me,  and 
**  will  truft  me.     My  minifters  were  of  my  own 
"  free  choice;  I  have  found  them  wife  and  faith- 
#<  ful ;  and  whoever  calls  them  fools  or  knaves,  de- 
<c  figns  indire&ly  an  affront  to  myfelf.     I  am  un- 
der no  obligations  to  demolifh  Dunkirk,  but  to 
the  moft  chriftian  king  ;  if  you  come  here  as  an 
orator  from  that  prince  to  demand  it  in  his  name, 
€C  where  are  your  powers  ?  If  not,  let  it  fuffice  yo* 
c4  to  know,  that  I  have  my  reafons  for  deferring 
*'  it ;  and  that  the  clamours  of  a  fk&ion,  fhall  hot 
Vol,  V.  Hh  "  be 


it 


it 


\ 


Digitized 


by  Google 


466         THE  IMPORTANCE 

u  be  a  rule,  by  which  I  or  my  fervants  are  to  pro- 

*  ceed." 

Mr.  Steele  tells  you,  "  his  adverfaries  are~fo  un- 
a  juft,  they  will  not  take  the  leaft  notice  of-  what 
w  led  him  into  the  neceffity  of  writing  his  letter  to 
*a  the  Guardian/*  And  how  is  it  poffible,  any 
mortal  fhould  kribw  all  his  neceflities  ?  Who  can 
guefs,  whether  this  neceffity  were  impofed  on  him 
by  his  fuperiors,  or  by  the  itch  of  party,  or  by  the 
mere  want  of  other  matter  to  furnifh  out  a  Guar- 
dian? 

But  Mr.  Steele  "  has  had  a  liberal  education,  and 
u  knows  the  world  as  well  as  the  miniftry  does, 
tt  and  will  therefore  fpeak  on,  whether  he  offends 
H  them  or  fto,  and  though  their  clothes  be  ever  fo 

*  new ;  when  he  thinks  his  queen  and  coumtry  is 
c<  (or,  as  a  grammarian  would  exprefs  it,  are)  ill— 
«  treated,"  p.  50. 

It  would  be  good  to  hear  Mr.  Steele  explain  him* 
fclf  upon  this  phrafe  of  u  knowing  the  world ;" 
becaufe  it  is  a  fcience  which  maintains  abundance 
t>f  pretenders.  Every  idle  young  rake,  who  un- 
derftands  how  to  pkk  up  a  wench,  or  bilk  a  hack- 
ney-coachman, or  can  call  the  players  by  their 
names,  and  is  acquainted  with  five  or  fix  faces  in 
the  chocolate-houfe,  will  needs  pafs  for  a  man  that 
€i  knows  the  world."  In  the  like  manner  Mr* 
Steele,  who,  from  fome  few  fprinklings  of  rudi- 
ihental  literature,  proceeded  a  gentleman  of  die 
feorfe-guards,  thence  by  feveral  degrees  to  be  an 
enfign  and  an  alchemift,  where  he  was  wholly  con- 
vtrfant  wkhthe  lower  part  of  mankind,  thinks  he 
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11  knows  tne  world''  as  well  as  the  prime  minifter ; 
and,  upon  the  ftrength  of  that  knowledge,  will 
needs  dire&  her  majefty  in  the  weightieft  matters  of 
government. 

And  now,  Mr.  Bailiff,  give  me  leave  to  inform 
you,  that  this  long  letter  of  Mr.  Steele,  filled  with  - 
quotations  and  a  clutter  about  Dunkirk,  was  wholly 
written  for  the  fake  of  the  fix  laft  pages,  taken  up 
in  vindicating  himfelf  dire&ly,  and  vilifying  the 
queen  and  miniftry  by  innuendo's.  He  apprehends* 
that  "  fome  reprefentations  have  been  given  of  him 
in  your  town,  as,  that  a  man  of  fo  fmall  a  for- 
tune as  he,  mull  have  fecret  views  or  fupports, 
*c  which  could  move  him  to  leave  his  employments, 
cc  &c."  p.  $6.  He  anfwers,  by  owning'  "  he  has 
ci  indeed  very  particular  views  ;  for  he  is  animated 
"  in  his  condud  by  juftice  and  truth,  and  benevo- 
"  lence  to  mankind,"  p.  57.  He  has  given  up  his 
employments,  becaufe  "  he  values  no  advantages 
"  above  the  conveniencies  of  life,  but  as  they  tend 
<c  to  the  fervice  of  the  publick."  It  feems,  he  could 
not  w  ferve  the  publick1'  as  a  penfioner,  or  commit- 
fioner  of  ftampt  paper ;  and  therefore  gave  them 
up,  to  fit  in  parliament,  "  out  of  charity  to  his 
"  country,  and  to  contend  for  liberty,"  p.  5S. 
He  has  tranfcribed  the  common-places  of  fome  cant- 
ing moralift  de  contemptu  mundi^  & fuga  fcculi ;  and 
would  put  them  upon  you  as  rules  derived  from 
his  own  pradtice. 

Here  is  a  moft  miraculous  and  fudden  reforma- 
tion, which  I  believe  can  hardly  be  matched  in  hif- 
tory,  or  legend.     And  Mr.  Steele,    not  unaware 
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how  flow  the  world  was  of  belief,  has  thought  fit 
to  anticipate  all  objedtions  ;  he  forefees  that  u  prof- 
"  tituted  pens  will  entertain  a  pretender  to  fuch 
"  reformation?  with  a  recital  of  his  ovfrn  faults  and 
"  infirmities;  but  he  is  prepared  for  fuch  ufage, 
u  and  gives  himfelf  up  to  all  namelefs  authors,  to 
"  be  treated  as  they  pleafe,"  p.  59.  ' 

It  is  certain,  Mr,  Bailiff,  that  no  man  breathing 
can  pretend  to  have  arrived  at  fuch  a  fublime  pitch 
of  virtue,  as  Mn  Steele,  without  fome  tendency  in 
the  world  to  fufpend  at  leaft  their  beKef  of  the  fad, 
till  time  and  obfervation  fhall  determine*     But,  I 
hope,  few  writers  will  be  fo  proltitute  as  to  trouble 
themfelves  with  "  the  faults  and  infirmities'*  of  Mr. 
Steele's  pall  life,  with  what  he  fomewhere  elfe  calls 
"  the  fins  of  his  youth,"  and  in  one  of  his  late  pa- 
pers, confefTes  to  have  been  numerous  enough.     A 
lhifting  fcambling  fcene  of  youth,  attended  with 
poverty  and  ill  company,  may  put  a  man  of  no  ill 
inclinations  upon  many  extravagancies,  which,  as 
foon  as  they  are  left  off,  are  ealily  pardoned  and 
forgotten.     Befides,  I  think,  Popifh  writers  tell  us, 
that  the  greateft  finners  make  the  greateft  faints  ; 
but  fo  very  quick  a  fan&ification,  and  carried  to  fo 
prodigious  a  height,  will  be  apt  to  roufe  the  fulpi- 
cion  of  infidels,  efpecially  when  they  confider  that 
this  pretence  of  his  to  fo  romantic  a  virtue,  is  only 
advanced  by  way  of  folution  to  that  difficult  pro- 
blem, "  Why  he  has  given  up  his  employments  ?" 
And  according  to  the  new  philofophy,  they  will 
endeavour  to  folve  it  by  fome  eafier  and  fhorter 
way.     For  example,  the  queftion  is  put,  Why  Mn 

i  by  Google    .       A 


Digitized  t 


OF  THE   GUARDIAN,        469 

Steele  gives  up  his  employment  and  penfion  at  this 
jun&ure?  I  muft  here  repeat,  with  fome  enlarge- 
ment, what  I  faid  before  on  this  head.  Thefe  un- 
believing gentlemen  will  anfwer, 

Firft,  That  a  new  commiffion  was  every  day  ex- 
-pe&ed  for  the  ftampt  paper,  and  he  knew  his  namp 
would  be  left  out ;  and  therefore  his  refignation 
would  be  an  appearance  of  virtue  cheaply  bought. 

Secondly,  He  dreaded  the  violence  of  creditors, 
againft  which  his  employments  were  no  manner  of 
fecurity. 

Thirdly,  Being  a  perfon  of  great  fagacity,  he 
has  fome  forefight  of  a  change,  from  the  ufual  ^ge 
of  a  miaiftry,  which  is  npw  almoft  expired  ;  from 
the  little  mifunderftandings  that  have  been  reported 
fometimes  to  happen  among  the  men  in  power ; 
from  the  bill  of  commerce  being  rejected,  and  from 
fome  horrible  expectations,  wherewith  his  party 
have  been  deceiving  themfelves  and  their  friends 
abroad  for  about  two  years  paft. 

Fourthly,  He  hopes  to  come  into  all  the  perqui- 
fites  of  his  predeceflbr  Ridpath,  and  be  the  princi- 
pal writer  of  his  faction,  where  every  thing  is 
printed  by  fubfeription,  which  will  amply  make  up 
the  lofs  of  his  place. 

But  it  may  be  ftill  demanded,  why  he  affe&s 
thofe  exalted  drains  of  piety  and  refignation  ?  To 
this  I  anfwer,  with  great  probability,  that  he  has 
refumed  his  old  purfuits  after  the  philofopher's- 
ftone,  towards  which  it  is  held  by  all  adepts  for  a 
jpoft  eflential  ingredient,  that  a  man  muft  (eek  it 
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merely  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  without  the  leaft 
defire  of  being  rich. 

Mr.  Steele  is  angry,  p.  60,  that  fome  of  our 
friends  have  been  reflected  on  in  a  Pamphlet,,  be*- 
caufe  they  left  us  in  a  point  of  the  greateft  confe- 
quence  ;  and  upon  that  account,  he  runs  into  their 
panegyrick,  againft  his  confcience,  and  the  intereft 
of  his  caufe,  without  confidering  that  thofe  gentle- 
men have  reverted  to  us  again.  The  cafe  is  thus: 
he  never  would  have  praifed  them  if  they  had  re- 
mained firm,  nor  fhould  we  have  railed  at  them. 
The  one  is  full  as  honeft,  and  as  natural,  as  the 
other.  However,  Mr.  Steele  hopes  (I  beg  you* 
Mr.  Bailiff,  to  obferve  the  confequence)  that  not- 
withftanding  this  Pamphlet's  refle&ing  on  fomc 
Tories  who  oppofed  the  Treaty  of  Commerce, 
"  the  miniftry  will  fee  Dunkirk  effedually  de- 
«  molifhed." 

Mr.  Steele  fays  fomething  in  commendation  of 
the  queen  ;  but  flops  fhort,  and  tells  you  (if  I  take 
his  meaning  right)  "  that  he  fhall  leave  what  he 
"  has  to  fay  on  this  topick,  till  he  and  her  majefty 
"  are  both  dead,"  p.  61.  Thus,  he  defers  his 
praifes,  as  he  does  his  debts,  after  the  manner  of 
the  druids,  to  be  paid  in  another  world.  If  I  have 
ill  interpreted  him,  it  is  his  own  fault,  for  ftudying 
cadence  inftead  of  propriety,  and  filling  up  niches 
with  words  before  he  has  adjufted  his  conceptions 
to  them.  One  part  of  the  queen's  chara&er  is  this, 
"  that  all  the  hours  of  her  life  are  divided  between 
"  the  exercifes  of  devotion^  and  taking  minutes  of 
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u  the  fublime  affairs  of  her  government."  Now,  if 
the  bufmefs  of  Dunkirk  be  one  of  the  "  fublime  affair* 
"  of  her  majefty's  government/'  I  think  we  ought 
to  be  at  eafe ;  or  elfe  fhe  "  takes  her  minutes5'  to  little 
purpofe.  No,  fays  Mr.  Steelef  the  queen  is  a  lady; 
and  unlefs  a  prince  will  now  and  then  get  drun^ 
with  his  minifters,  "  he  cannot  learn  their  intereftt 
**  or  humours,"  p.  61.;  but,  this  being  by  no 
means  proper  for  a  lady,  (he  can  know  nothing  but 
what  they  think  fit  to  tell  her  when  they  aire  fober. 
And  therefore  u  all  the  fellow-fubje&s"  of  thefe 
minifters  muft  watch  their  motions,  and  "  be  very 
u  folicitou8  for  what  paffes  beyond  the  ordinary 
u  rules  of  government ;"  ibid.  For  while  we  are 
foolifhly  "  relying  upon  her  majefty's  virtues," 
thefe  minifters  are  "  taking  the  advantage  of  en- 
*c  creafing  the  power  of  France." 

There  is  a  very  good  maxim,  I  think  it  is  neither 
Whig  nor  Tory,  "  that  the  prince  can  do  no 
*  *  wrong ;"  which,  I  doubt,  is  often  applied  to 
very  ill  purpofes.  A  monarch  of  Britain  is  pleafed 
to  create  a  dozen  peers,  and  to  make  a  peace ; 
both  thefe  a£tions  are  (for  inftance)  within  the  un- 
difputed  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  are  to  be 
reputed,  and  fubmitted  to,  as  the  actions  of  the 
prince :  but,  as  a  king  of  England  is  fuppofed  to 
be  guided,  in  matters  of  fuch  importance,  by  the 
advice  of  thofe  he  employs  in  his  councils  ;  when- 
ever a  parliament  thinks  fit  to  complain  of  fuch 
proceedings,  as  a  public  grievance,  then  this  maxim 
takes  place,  that  the  prince  can  do  no  wrong,  and 
the  advifers  are  called  to  account.     But  fhall  this 
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empower  fuch  an  individual  as  Mr.  Steele,  in  his 
tatling  or  pamphleteering  capacity,  to  fix  "  the 
"  ordinary  rules  of  government,"  or  to  affirm  that 
"  her  minifters,  upon  the  fecurity  of  her  majefty's 
*.  goodnefs,  are  labouring  for  the  grandeur  of 
"  France  ?"  What  ordinary  rule  of  government 
is  tranfgrefled  by  the  queen's  delaying  the  demo- 
lition of  Dunkirk  ?  or  what  addition  is  thereby 
made  to  the  grandeur  of  France?  Every  taylor 
in  your*  corporation  is  as  much  a  fellow-fubjed  as 
Mr.  Steele :  and  do  you  think,  in  your  confeience, 
that  every  taylor  of  Stockbridge  is  fit  to  diredt  her 
majefty  and  her  minifters  in  "  the  fublime  aflairs 
"  of  hgr  government  ?" 

But  he  perfifts  in  it,  "  that  it  is  no  manner  of 
*c  diminution  of  the  wifdom  of  a  prince,  that  he 
"  is  obliged  to  ad  by  the  information  of  others." 
The  fenfe  is  admirable  j  arid  the  interpretation  is 
this,  that  what  a  man  is  forced  to  "  is  no  dimi- 
"  nution  of  his  wiidom."  But,  if  he  would  con- 
clude from  this  fage  maxim,  that,  becaufe  a  prince 
"  ads  by  the  information  of  others,"  therefore 
thofe  adtions  may  lawfully  be  traduced  int  print  by 
every  fellow-fubjed ;  I  hope  there  is  no  man  in 
England  fo  much  a  Whig  as  to  be  of  his  opi- 
nion. 

Mr.  Steele  concludes  his  letter  to  you,  with  a 
ftory  ^ibout  king  William  and  his  French  dog- 
keeper,  "  who  gave  that  prince  a  gun  loaden  only 
"  with  powder,  and  then  pretended  to  wonder 
"  how  his  majefty  could  mifs  his  aim  :  which 
"  was  no  argument  againft  the  king's  reputation, 
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**  for  (hooting  very  finely.51  This  he  would  have 
you  apply,  by  allowing  her  majefty  to  be  a  wife 
prince,  but  deceived  by  wicked  counfellors,  who 
are  in  the  intereft  of  France.  He?  majefty's  aim 
was  peace :  which,  I  think,  fhe  has  not  miffed ; 
and  God  be  thanked,  fhe  has  got  it,  without  any\ 
more  expence,  either  of  fhot  or  powder.  Her 
dog-keepers,  for  fome  years  paft,  had  directed* 
her  gun  againft  her  friends,  and  at  laft  loaded 
it  fo  deep,  that  it  was  in  danger  "to  burft  in  her 
hands. 

You  may  pleafe  to  obferve,  that  Mr.  Steele  calls 
this  dog-keeper  a  minifter ;  which,  with  humble 
fubmiflion,  is  a  grofs  impropriety  of  fpeech.  The 
•word  is  derived  from  the  Latin,  where  it  properly 
fignifies  a  fervant ;  but  in  Englifh  is  never  made 
ufe  of  otherwife  than  to  denominate  thofe  who  are 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  church  or  ftate  :  fo  that 
the  appellation,  as  he  dire&s  it,  is  no  lefs  abfurd, 
than  it  would  be  for  you,  Mr.  Bailiff,  to  fend 
your  apprentice  for  a  pot  of  ale,  and  give  him  the 
title  of  your  envoy ;  to  call  a  petty-conftable  a 
magiftrate,  or  the  common  hangman  a  minifter  of 
juftice.  I  confefs,  when  I  was  choqued  *  at  this 
word  in  reading  the  paragraph,  a  gentleman  of- 
fered his  conjedture,  that  it  might  poffibly  be  in- 
tended for  a  reflection,  or  jeft :  but,  if  there  be 
any  thing  farther  in  it  than  a  want  of  understand- 
ing our  language,  I  take  it  to  be  only  a  refine- 

#  This  expreffive  word,  from  the  French  chequer,  hath  not  yet 
found  admiflion  in  the  beft  of  our  Englifli  dictionaries :  nor  doth  any 
of  Dr.  Johnfon's  definitions  of  the  common  verb  to  choke  comt  op  to 
the  idea  in  which  choqued  is  ufed  above. 
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ment  upon  the  old  leveling  principle  of  the  Whigs, 
Thus,  in  their  opinion,  a  dog-keeper  is  as  much  a  mU 
nifter  as  any  fecretary  of  ftate :  and  thus  Mr.  Steele 
and  my  lord  treafnrer  are  both  fellow-fubjeSs.  I 
confefs,  I  have  known  fome  minifters,  whofe  birth, 
or  qualities,  or  both,  were  fuch,  that  nothing  but  the 
capricioufnefs  of  fortune,  and  the  iniquity  of  the 
times,  could  ever  have  raifed  them  above  the  fta- 
tion  of  dog-keepers ;  and  to  whofe  adminiftration 
I  fhould  be  loth  to  entruft  a  dog  I  had  any  value 
for  :  becaufe,  by  the  rule  of  proportion,  they  who 
treated  their  prince  like  a  flave,  would  have  ufed 
their  fellow-fubje&s  like  dogs ;  and  yet  how  they 
would  treat  a  dog,  I  can  find  no  fimilitude  to  ex- 
prefs ;  yet,  I  well  remember,  they  maintained  a 
large  number,  whom  they  taught  to  fawn  upon 
themfelves,  and  bark  at  their  miftrefs.  However, 
while  they  were  in  fervice,  I  wifh  they  had  only 
kept  her  majefty's  dogs,  and  not  been  trufted  with 
her  guns.  And  thus  much  by  way  of  comment 
upon  this  worthy  ftory  of  king  William  and  his 
dog-keeper. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  Bailiff,  explained  to  you  all 
the  difficult  parts  in  Mr.  Steele's  letter.  As  for 
the  importance  of  Dunkirk,  and  when  it  fliall  be 
demolifhed,  or  whether  it  fhall  be  demoliihed  or 
not ;  neither  he,  nor  you,  nor  I,  have  any  thing 
to  do  in  the  matter.  Let  us  all  fay  what  we 
pleafe,  her  majefty  will  think  herfelf  the  bed  , 
judge,  and  her  minifters  the  beft  advifers :  neither 
has  Mr.  Steele  pretended  to  prove,  that  any  law, 
ecclefiaftical  or  civil,  ftatute  or  common,  is  broken, 
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by  keeping  Dunkirk  undemolifhed,  fo  long  as  the 
queen  fhali  think  it  beft  for  the  fervice  of  herfelf 
and  her  kingdoms;  and  it  is  not  altogether  im- 
poffible,  that  there  may  be  fome  few  reafons  of 
ftate,  which  have  not  been  yet  communicated  to 
Mr.  Steele.  I  am,  with  refpec*  to  the  borough 
and  yourfelf, 

Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  and 

moft  obedient  fervant,  &c 
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VARIOUS     SUBJECTS. 


WE  have  juft  *  enough  religion  to  make  us 
hate,  but  not  enough  to  make  us  love  one- 
another. 

Refleft  on  things  paft,  as  wars,  negotiations, 
fa&ions,  &c.  we  enter  fo  little  into  thofe  int«i*ft$, 
that  we  wonder  how  men  could  poffibly  be  fo  bfcdy 
and  concerned,  for  things  fo  tranfitory;  look  on  the 
prefent  times,  we  find  the  fame  humour,  yet  won- 
der not  at  all. 

A  wife  man  endeavours,  by  confidering  all  cir- 
cumftances,  to  make  conjedhires,  and  form  con- 
clufions ;  but  the  fmalleft  accident  intervening  (and 
in  the  courfe  of  affairs  it  is  impoflible  to  forefee  all) 
does  often  produce  fuch  turns  and  changes,  that  at 
laft  he  is  juft  as  much  in  doubt  of  events,  as  the 
moft  ignorant  and  unexperienced  perfon. 

Pofitivenefs  is  a  good  quality  for  preachers  and 
orators,  becaufe  he  that  would  obtrude  his  thoughts 

•  This  ufe  of  the  word,  enough,  as  an  adje&ive,  preceding  a  fub- 
ftantive,  is  not  allowed  ;  it  ought  to  be— religion  enough  to  m&kt 
us  hate,  &c.  or  enough  of  religion,  &c. 
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and  reafbns  upon  a  multitude,  will  convince  others 
the  more,  as  he  appears  convinced  himfelf. 

How  Is  it  poflible  to  expett  that  mankind  will 
take  advice,  when  they  will  not  fo  much  as  take 
warning  ? 

I  forget  whether  advice  be  among  the  loft  things, 
which  Ariofto  fays  are  to  be  found  in  the  moon  j 
that,  and  time,  ought  to  have  been  there. 

No  preacher  is  liftened  to  but  time,  which  gives 
us  the  fame  train  and  turn  of  thought,  that  elder 
people  have  tried  in  vain  to  put  into  our  heads  be- 
fore. 

When  we  defire  or  folicit  any  thing,  our  minds 
run  wholly  on  the  good  fide  or  circumftances  of  it ; 
wb*n  it  is  obtained,  our  minds  run  wholly  on  the 
•'bad  ones. 

In  a  glafs-houfe  the  workmen  often  fling  in  a 
fmall  quantity  of  frefh  coals,  which  feems  to  difturb 
the  fire,  but  very  much  enlivens  it.  This  feems  to 
allude  to  a  gentle  ftirring  of  the  paflions,  that  the 
mind  may  not  languiih. 

Religion  feems  to  have  grown  an  infant  with  age, 
and  requires  miracles  tQ  nurfe  it,  as  it  had  in  its 
infancy. 

All  fits  of  pleafure  are  balanced  by  an  equal  de- 
gree of  pain  or  languor  j  it  is  like  fpending  this 
year,  part  of  the  next  year's  revenue. 

The  latter  part  of  a  wife  man's  life,  is  taken  up 
in  curing  the  follies,  prejudices,  and  falfe  opinions 
he  had  contracted  in  the  former. 

Would  a  writer  know  how  to  behave  himfelf 
with  relation  to  pofterity,  let  him  confider  in  old 

books 
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books  what  he  finds  that  he  is  glad  to  know,  and 
what  omiflions  he  moft  laments. 

Whatever  the  poets  pretend,  it  is  plain  they  give 
immortality  to  none  but  themfelves :  it  is  Homer 
and  Virgil  we  reverence  and  admire,  not  Achilles 
or  JEneas.  With  hiftorians  it  is  quite  the  contrary  j 
our  thoughts  are  taken  up  with  the  a&ions,  perfons, 
and  events  we  read,  and  we  little  regard  the  au- 
thors. 

When  a  true  genius  appears  in  the  world,  you 
may  know  him  by  this  fign,  that  the  dunces  are  all 
in  confederacy  againft  him. 

Men  who  poflefs  all  the'  advantages  of  life,  are 
in  a  ftate  where  there  are  many  accidents  to  diforder 
and  difcompofe,  but  few  to  pleafe  them, 

It  is  unwife  to  punifh  cowards  with  ignominy ; 
for  if  they  had  regarded  that,  they  would  not  have 
been  cowards :  death  is  their  proper  punifhment, 
becaufe  they  fear  it  moft. 

The  greateft  inventions  were  produced  in  the 
times  of  ignorance ;  as  the  ufe  of  the  compafs, 
gunpowder,  and  printing ;  and  by  the  dulieft  na- 
tion, as  the  Germans.  < 

One  argument  to  prove  that  the  common  rela- 
tions of  ghbfts  and  fpedtres  are  generally  falfe,  may 
be  drawn  from  the  opinion  held,  that  fpirits  are 
never  feen  by  more  than  one  perfon  at  a  time ;  that 
is  to  fay,  it  feldom  happens  to  above  one  perfon  in 
a  company,  to  be  poffefTed  with  any  high  degree  of 
fpleen  or  melancholy. 

I  am  apt  to  think,  that  in  the  day  of  judgment, 
there  will  be  finall  allowance  given  to  the  wife,  for 
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their  want  of  morals,  and  to  the  ignorant,  for  their 
want  of  faith,  becaufe  both  are  without  excufe.' 
This  renders  the  advantages  equal  of  ignorance  and 
knowledge.  But  fome  fcruples  in  the  wife,  and 
fbipe  vices  in  the  ignorant,  will  perhaps  be  for- 
given, upon  the  ftrength  of  temptation  to  each. 

The  value  of  feveral  circumftances  in  ftory,  lef- 
fens  very  much  by  diftance  of  time,  though  fome 
minute  circumftances  are  very  valuable  ;  and  it  re- 
quires great  judgment  in  a  writer  to  diftinguifh. 

It  is  grown  a  word  of  courfe  for  writers  to  fayf 
This  critical  age,  as  divines  fay,  This  finful  age. 

It  is  pleafant  to  obferve  how  free  the  prefent  age 
is  in  laying  taxes  on  the  next :  future  ages  fhall 
talk  of  this ;  this  (hall  be  famous  to  all  pofterity ; 
whereas  their  time  and  thoughts  will  be  taken  up 
about  prefent  things,  as  ours  are  now. 

The  camelion,  who  is  faid  to  feed  upon  nothing 
but  air,  has  of  all  animals  the  nimbleft  tongue. 

When  a  man  is  made  a  fpiritual  peer,  he  lofea 
his  fir-name  j  when  a  temporal,  his  chriftian-name. 

It  is  in  difputes,  as  in  armies ;  where  the  weaker 
fide  fets  up  falfe  lights,  and  makes  a  great  noife,  to 
make  the  enemy  believe  them  more  numerous  and' 
^  ftrong  than  they  really  are. 

Some  men,  under  the  notions  of  weeding  out 
prejudices,  eradicate  virtue,  honefty,  and  religion. 

In  all  well-inftituted  commonwealths,  care  has 
been  taken  to  limit  men's  pofleflions  5  which  is  done 
for  many  reafons,  and  among  the  reft,  for  onef 
which  perhaps  is  not  often  confidered,  that  when 
bounds  are  fet  to  men's  defires,  after  they  have  ac- 
N  quired 
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quired  as  much  as  the  laws  will  permit  them,  theif 
private  intereft  is  at  an  end,  and  they  have  nothing 
to  do  but  to  take  care  of  the  publick. 

There  are  but  three  ways  for  a  man  to  revenge 
himfelf  of  the  cenfure  of  the  world ;  to  defpife  it* 
to  return  the  like,  or  to  endeavour  to  live  fo  as  to 
avoid  it :  the  firft  of  thefe  is  ufually  pretended,  the 
laftis  almoft  impoffible,  the  univerfal  practice  is  for 
'  the  fecond. 

Herodotus  tells  us,  that  in  cold  countries  bealts 
very  feldoin  have  horns,  but  in  hot  they  have  very 
large  ones.  This  might  bear  a  pleafant  applica- 
tion. 

I  never  heard  a  finer  piece  of  fatire  againft  law- 
yers, than  that  of  aftrologers,  when  they  pretend, 
by  rules  of  art,  to  tell  when  a  fuit  will  end,  and 
whether  to  the  advantage  of  the  plaintiff,  or  de- 
fendant ;  thus  making  the  matter  depend  entirely 
upon  the  influence  of  the  ftars,  without  the  ieaft 
regard  to  the  merits  of  the  caufe. 

The  expreflion  in  Apocrypha  atout  Tobit  and 
his  dog  following  him,  I  have  often  heard  ridiculed, 
yet  Homer  has  the  fame  words  of  Telemachus  more 
than  once ;  and  Virgil  fays  fomething  like  it  of 
Evander.  And  I  take  the  book  of  Tobit  to  to  be 
partly  poetical. 

I  have  known  fome  men  poflefled  of  good  qua* 
lities,  which  were  very  ferviceable  to  others,  but 
ufelefs  to  themfelves;  like  a  fun  dial  on  the  front 
of  a  houfe,  to  inform  the  neighbours  and  paffengers, 
but  not  the  owner  within. 
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If  a  man  would  regifter  all  his  opinions  upon 
love,  politicksi  feligitm,  learning,  &c.  beginning 
from  his  youth  and  fo  go  on  to  old  age*  what  a 
bundle  of  incorififtencies  and  contradictions  would 
appear  at  laft  ? 

What  they  do  in  heaven  we  are  ignorant  of} 
what  they  do  not  we  are  told  exprefly,  that  they 
neithei*  marry,  nor  are  given  in  marriage. 

When  a  man  obferves  the  choice  of  ladies  now^- 
c&ys  in  the  difperifing  df  their  favours,  can  he  for- 
bear paying  fonie  veneration  to  the  memory  of  thofe 
mares  mentioned  by  Xenophon,  who,  while  their 
manes  were  on,  that  is,  while  they  were  in  their 
beauty,  would  never  admit  the  embraces  of  an  afs. 

It  is  a  miferable  thing  to  live  in  fufpenfe  ;  it  is 
the  life  of  a  fpider. 

Vive  qiiidem,  pcnde  tamfen,  improba,  dixit. 

Ovid.  Met  am* 

The  ftoical  fcheme  of  fiijpplying  our  wants,  by 
lopping  off  our  defires,  is  like  cutting  off  our  feet, 
\rtieh  we  want  fho^s. 

Phyficians  ought  not  to  give  theit  judgment  of 
religion,  for  the  fame  reafon  that  butchers  are  not 
admitted  to  be  jurors  upon  life  and  death. 

The  reafon  why  fo  few  marriages  are  happy,  is, 
becaufe  young  ladies  fpend  their  time  in  making 
nets,  not  in  making  cages. 

If  a  man  will  obferve  as  he  walks  the  ftreets,  I 
believe  he  will  find  <he  merrleft  countenances  in 
mourning-coaches. 

Vol.  V.  I  i  Nothing 
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Nothing  more  unqualifies  a  man  to  a&  with  pru- 
dence, than  a  misfortune  that  is  attended  with 
fhame  and  guilt. 

The  power  of  fortune  is  confefled  only  by  the 
miferable ;  for  the  happy  impute  all  their  fuccefc 
to  prudence  or  merit. 

Ambition  often  puts  men  uponxloing  the  meaneft 
offices ;  fo  climbing  is  performed  in  the  fame  pos- 
ture with  creeping. 

Ill  company  is  like  a  dog,  who  dirts  thofe  moll 
whom  he  loves  beft. 

Cenfure,  is  the  tax  a  man  pays  to  the  publicly 
for  being  eminent. 

Although  men  are  accufed  for  not  knowing  their 
own  weaknefs,  yet  perhaps  as  few  know  their  own 
ftrength.  It  is  in  men  as  in  foils*  where  fometimes 
there  is  a  vein  of  gold,  which  the  owner  knows 
not  of. 

Satire  is  reckoned  the  eafieft  of  all  wit ;  but  I  take 
it  to  be  otherwife  in  very  bad  times :  for  it  is  as 
hard  to  fatirize  well  a  man  of  diftinguifhed  vices, 
as  to  praife  well  a  man  of  diftinguifhed  virtues.  It 
is  eafy  enough  to  do  either,  to  people  of  moderate 
chara&ers. 

Invention  is  the  talent  of  youth,  and  judgment 
of  age;  fo  that  our  judgment  grows  harder  to  pleafe, 
when  we  have  fewer  things  to  offer  it :  this  goes 
through  the  whole  commerce  of  life.  When  we 
are  old,  our  friends  find  it  difficult  to  pleafe  us, 
and  are  lefs  concerned  whether  we  be  pleafed  or 
not. 

No  wife  man  ever  wifhed  to  be  younger. 
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"  An  idle  reafon,  leflens  the  weight  of  the  good 
ones  you  gave  before. 

The  motives  of  the  beft  adtions  will  not  bear  too 
flrift  an  enquiry.  It  is  allowed,  that  the  caufe  of 
mod  a&ions,  good  or  bad,  may  be  refolved  into 
the  love  of  ourfelves ;  but  the  felf-love  of  fome 
men,  inclines  them  to  pleafe  others;  and  the  felf- 
love  of  others,  is  wholly  employed  in  pleafing 
themfelves.  This  makes  the  great  diftin&ion  be- 
tween virtue  and  vice.  Religion  is  the  beft  motive 
of  all  a&ions,  yet  religion  is  allowed  to  be  the 
higheft  inftance  of  felf-love. 

When  the  world  has  once  begun  to  ufe  us  ill,  it 
afterwards  continues  the  fame  treatment  with  lefs 
fcruple  or  ceremony,  as  men  do  to  a  whore. 

Old  men  view  beft  at  a  diftance  with  the  eyes  of 
their  underftanding,  as  well  as  with  thofe  of  na- 
ture. 

Some  people  take  more  care  to  hide  their  wif-. 
dom,  than  their  folly. 

Arbitrary  power  is  the  natural  objed  of  tempta- 
tion to  a  prince,  as  wine  or  women  to  a  young  fel- 
low, or  a  bribe  to  a  judge,  or  avarice  to  old  age,  or 
Vanity  to  a  woman. 

Anthony  Henly's  farmer  dying  of  an  afthma, 
faid,  well,  if  I  can  get  this  breath  once  out,  F1I 
take  care  it  fliall  never  get  in  again. 

The  humour  of  exploding  many  things  under 
the  name  of  trifles,  fopperies,  and  only  imaginary 
goods,  is  a  very  falfe  proof  either  of  wifdom  or 
magnanimity,  and  a  great  check  to  virtuous  a&ions. 
For  inftance,  with  regard  to  fame  2  there  is  in  moft 
-y  I  i  2  people 
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people  a  reluctance  and  unwillingnefs  to  be  fo»* 
gotten.  We  obferve  even  among  the  vulgar,  how 
fond  they  are  to  have  an  infcription  over  their 
grave.  It  requires  but  little  philofophy  to  difcover 
,  and  obferve  that  there  is  no  intrinfick  value  in  all 
this ;  however,  if  it  be  founded  in  our  nature,  as 
an  incitement  to  virtue,  it  ought  not  to  be  ridi- 
culed. 

Complaint  is  the  largeft  tribute  heaven  receives, 
and  the  fincereft  part  of  our  devotion. 

The  common  fluency  of  fpeech  in  many  men, 
and  moft  women,  is  owing  to  a  fcarcity  of  matter, 
and  a  fcarcity  of  words  ;  for  whoever  is  a  mafler 
of  language,  and  has  a  mind  full  of  ideas,  will  be 
apt  in  fpeaking  to  hefitate  upon  the  choice  of  both; 
whereas  common  fpeakers  have  only  one  fet  of 
ideas*  and  one  fet  of  words  to  cloath  them  in  ;  and 
thefe  are  always  ready  at  the  mouth :  fo  people 
come  fafter  out  of  a  church  when  it  is  almoft 
empty,  than  when  a  crowd  is  at  the  door. 

Few  are  qualified  to  fhine  in  company ;  but  it  is 
in  moft  mens  power  to  be  agreeable.  The  reafon 
therefore  why  conversation  runs  fo  low  at  prefent, 
is  not  the  defe£t  of  underftanding,  but  pride,  va- 
nity, ill-nature,  afFe&ation,  Angularity,  pofitive- 
nefs,  or  fbme  other  vice,  the  effe&  of  a  wrong 
education. 

To  be  vain,  is  rather  a  mark  of  humility,  than 
pride.     Vain  nien  delight  in  telling  what  honours 
have  been*  done  them,  what  great  company  thsy 
have  kept,  and  the  like,  by  which  they  plainly 
confefs  that  thefe  honours  were  more  than  their  due^ 
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and  fuch  as  their  friends  would  not  believe,  if  they 
had  not  been  told :  whereas  a  man  truly  proud,  . 
thinks  the  greateft  honours  below  his  merit,  and 
confequently  fcorns  to  boaft.  I  therefore  deliver  it 
as  a  maxim,  that  whoever  defies  the  chara&er  of 
a  proud  man,  ought  to  conceal  his  vanity. 

Law,  in  a  free  country,  is,  or  ought  to  be,  the 
determination  of  the  majority  of  thofe  who  have 
property  in  land. 

One  argument  ufed  to  the  difadvantage  of  pro- 
vidence, I  take  to  be  a  very  ftrong  one  in  its  de- 
fence.    It  is  obje&ed,  that  ftorms  and  tempefts, 
unfruitful  feafons,  ferpents,  fpiders,  flies,  and  other 
noxious  or  troublefome  animals,  with  many  more 
inftances  of  the  like  kind,  difcover  an  imperfe&ion 
in  nature,  becaufe  human  life  would  be  much  eafier 
without  them :  but  the  defign  of  Providence  may 
clearly  be  perceived  in  this  proceeding.     The  mo- 
tions of  the  fun  and  moon;  in  fhort,  the  whole 
fyftem  of  the  univerfe,  as  far  as  philofophers  have 
been  able  to  difcover  and  obferve,  are  in  the  utmoft 
degree  of  regularity  and  perfection  ;  but  wherever 
God  has  left  to  man'  the  power  of  interpofing  a  re- 
medy by  thought  or  labour,   there  he  has  placed 
things  in  a  ftate  of  imperfedtion,  on  purpofe  to  ftir 
up  human  induftry,  without  which  life  would  ftag- 
nate,  or  indeed  rather  could  not  fub/ift  at  all :  Curis 
accuunt  mortalla  corda. 

Praife  is  the  daughter  of  prefent  power. 
How  inconfiftent  is  man  with  himfelf  ? 
I  have  known  feveral  perfons  of  great  feme  for 
vifclom  in  publick  affairs  and  councils,  governed 
>y  foolifh  fervants: 

I  i  3  I  have 
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I  have  known  great  minifters,  diftinguiihed  for 
wit  and  learning,  who  preferred  none  but  dunces : 

I  have  known  men  of  great  valour,  cowards  to 
their  wives : 

I  have  known  men  of  the  greateft  cunning,  per- 
petually cheated : 

I  knew  three  great  minifters,  who  could  exa&ly 
,  compute  and  fettle  the  accompts  of  a  kingdom,  but 
were  wholly  ignorant  of  their  own  (Economy. 

The  preaching  of  divines  helps  to  preferve  wdl- 
incline  A  men  in  the  courfe  of  virtue,  but  feldom  or 
never  reclaims  the  vicious. 

Princes  ufually  make  wifer  choices  than  the  fer- 
yants  whom  they  truft  for  the  difpofal  of  places :  I 
have  known  a  prince,  more  than  once,  choofe  an 
able  minifter ;  but  I  never  obferved  that  minifter 
to  ufe  his  credit  in  the  difpofal  of  an  employment  to 
a  perfon  whom  he  thought  the  fitteft  for  it.  One 
of  the  greateft  in  this  age,  owned,  and  excufedthe 
matter,  from  the  violence  of  parties,  and  the  un- 
reafonablenefs  of  friends. 

Small  caufes  are  fufficient  to  make  a  man  uneafy, 
when  great  ones  are  not  in  the  way  :  for  want  of  a 
•t)lock  he  will  (tumble  at  a  ftraw. 

Dignity,  high  ftation,.  or  great  riches,  are  in 
fome  fortneceflary  to  old  men,  in  order  to  keep  the 
younger  at  a  diftance,  who, are  otherwifc  too  apt 
\o  infult  them  upon  the  fcore  of  their  age. 

Every  man  defires  to  live  long,  but  no  man 
would  be  old. 

Love  of  flattery,  in  moil  men,  proceeds  from 
the  mean  opinion  they  have  of  thecpfelves  j  in  wo-, 
men,  from  the  Contrary. 
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If  books  and  kws  continue  to  increafe  as  they 
have 'done  for  fifty  years  paft,  I  am  in  fome  concern 
for  futqre  ages,  how  any  man  will  be  learned,  or 
any  man  a  lawyer. 

Kings  are  commonly  faid  to  have  long  hands ;  I 
wi/h  they  had  as  long  ears. 

Princes  in  their  infancy,  childhood,  and  youth* 
are  faid  to  difcover  prodigious  parts  and  wit,  to 
fpeak  things  that  furprize  and  aftonifh  ;  ftrange,  fo 
many  hopeful  princes,  and  fo  many  fhameful  kings! 
If  they  happen  to  die  young,  they  would  hav«  been 
prodigies  of  wifdom  and  virtue  :  if  they  live,  they 
are  often  prodigies  indeed,  but  of  another  fort. 

Politicks,  as  the  word  is  commonly  underftoodt 
are  nothing  but  corruptions,  and  confequently  of 
no  ufe  to  a  good  king,  or  a  good  miniftry ;  for 
which  reafpn  courts  are  fo  over-run  with  politicks. 

Silenus,  the  fbfter-father  of  Bacchus,  is  always 
carried  by  an  afs,  and  has  horns  on  his  head.  The 
moral  is,  that  drurfkards  are  led  by  fodls,  and  have 
agreat  chance  to  be  cuckolds. 

Venus,  a  beautiful  good-natured  lady,  was  fhe 
goddefe  of  love  ;  Juno,  a  terrible  fhrew,  the  god- 
defs  of  marriage ;  and  they  werq  always  mortal 
enemies. 

Thofe  who  are;  againft  religion,  muft  needs  be 
fools ;  and  therefore  we  read  that  of  all  animals, 
GodTefufedlhe  firft-born  of  an  afs. 

A  very  little  wit  is  valued  in  a  woman,  as  we 
are  pleafed  with  a  few  words  fboken  plain  by  4 
parrot. 

A  nice  man  is  a  man  of  nafty  ideas, 

I  i  4  Apollo 

.  Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


488  THQUO-JITS    ON 

Apollo  was  held  the  God  of  phyfick,  and  fepckf 
of  difeafes*  Both  were  originally  the  fame  trade, 
and  ftill  continue. 

Old  men  and  comets  have  been  reverenced  for 
the  feme  reafan ;  their  long  beards,  and  .pretences 
to  foretel  events. 

A  peffon  was  afked  at  court,  ^hat  he  thought  of 
an  ambaffador,  *and  his  train,  who  were  all  em- 
broidery, and  lace,  full  of  bows,  cringes,  and  gef- 
ture§ ;  he  faid,  it  was  Solomon's  importation,  gold 
and  ape* 

There  is  a  ftory  in  Paufanias  of  a  plot  for  betrayr 
ing  a  city  difcovered  by  the  braying  of  an  afs :  th$ 
tackling  of  geefe  faved  the  capitpl,  and  Catiline's 
ponfpiracy  was  difcovered  by  a  whore.  Thefe  are 
the  only  three  animajs,  ^s  far  as  I  remember,  £** 
xnous  in  hiilory  ^s  evidences  and  informers* 

Moft  forts  of  diverfion  in  men,  children,  and 
other  animals,  are  in  imitation  of  fighting, 

,  Auguftus  meeting  an  afs  with  a  lucky  name,  fore- 
told himfelf  good  fortune.  I  meet  many  affes,  but 
jione  of  them  have  lucky  names. 

If  a  man  makes  me  keep  my  dift^jice,  the  com? 
fort  is,  he  keeps  his  at  the  fyne  time. 

Who  can  deny  that  all  men  are  violent  lovers  of 
trutfr?  when  yc  fee  them  fo  pofitive  in  their  errors, 
which  they  will  maintain  out  of  their  zeal  to  truth, 
although  they  contjradidfc  themfelves  every  day  of 
their  Jives  ? 

That  was  excellently  pbferved,  fay  I,  when  J 
read  a  paflage  in  an  author,  where  his  opinion 
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agrees  with  mine.  When  we  differ,  there  I  pro-* 
nounce  him  to  be  miftaken. 

Very  few  men,  properly  fpeaking,  live  at  pre- 
fent^  but  are  providing  to  live  another  time. 

As  univerfal  a  pradice  as  lying  is,  and  as  eafy 
a  one  as  it  fcems,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard 
three  good  lies  in  ^11  my  converfatipn,  even  from 
thofe  who  were  moft  celebrated  ia  that  faculty. 
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Being  a  Propofal  for  beftowing  them  on  a  Plan  more 
durable  and  refpe&ible. 

Cun&i  adfint,  meritaeque  expe£tent  premia  palmar. 

#       VlRG. 

THERE  is  no  maxim  in  politicks  more  in- 
difputable,  than  that  a  nation  fhould  have 
many  honours  to  referve  for  thofe  who  do  na- 
tional fervices.  This  raifes  emulation,  cherifhes 
public  merit,  and  infpires  every  one  with  an  am- 
bition which  promotes  the  good  of  his  country. 
The  lefs  expenfive  thefe  honours  are  to  the  pub- 
lick,  the  more  ftill  do  they  turn  to  its  advantage. 

The  Romans  abounded  with  thefe  little  honorary 
rewards,  that,  without  conferring  wealth  and 
riches,  gave  only  place  and  diftindtion  to  the  per- 
fon  who  received  them.  An  oaken  garland,  to  be 
worn  on  feftivals  and  public  ceremonies,  was  the  glo- 
rious recompence  of  one  who  had  covered  a  citizen 
in  battle.  A  foldier  would  not  only  venture  his 
life  for  a  mural  crown,  but  think  the  moft  hazard- 
ous enterprize  fufficiently  re-paid  by  fo  nobler 
donation.  j 

-  •  This.Eflay  u  printed  in  die  Guardian,  No.  96.  * 

But 
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But,  among  all  honorary  rewards  which  are  nei- 
ther dangerous  nor  detrimental  to  the  donor,  I  re- 
member none  fo  remarkable  as  the  tides  which  are 
befto\yed  by  the  emperor  of  China.  "  Thefe  are 
"  never  given  to  any  fubject,"  fays  Monfieur  Le 
Cgmte,  "  till  the  fubjeft  is  dead.  If  he  has  pleifed 
"  his  emperor  to  the  laft,  he  is  called  in  all  public 
"  memorials  by  the  title  which  the  emperor  con- 
"  fers  on  him  after  his  death,  and  his  children 
"  take  their  ranks  accordingly."  This  keeps  the 
ambitious  fubjeQ:  in  a  perpetual  dependence,  mak- 
ing him  always  vigilant  and  a&ive,  and  in  every 
thing  conformable  to  the  will  of  his  fovereign. 

There  are  no  honorary  rewards  among  us,  which 
are  more  efteemed  by  the  perfons  who  receive 
them,  and  are  cheaper  to  the  prince,  than  the 
giving  of  medals.  But  there  is  fomething  in  the 
modern  manner  of  celebrating  a  great  a&ion  in 
medals,  which  makes  fuch  a  reward  much  lefs  va- 
luable than  it  was  among  the  Romans.  There  is 
generally  but  one  coin  ftamped  upon  the  occafion, 
which  is  made  a  prefent  to  the  perfon  who  is  cele- 
brated on  it.  By  this  means  the  whole  fame  is  in 
his  own  cuftody.  The  applaufe  that  is  beftowed 
upon  him  is  too  much  limited  and  confined.  He 
is  in  pofleffion  of  an  honour  which  the  world  per- 
haps knows  nothing  of.  He  may  be  a  great  man 
in  his  own  family ;  his  wife  and  children  may  fee 
the  monument  of  an  exploit,  which  the  public  in  a 
little  time  is  a  ftranger  to.  The  Romans  took  a 
quite  different  method  in  this  particular.  Their 
^dals  were  their  current  money.  When  an  a&ion 
<§uy  deferved 
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deferred  to  be  recorded  on  a  coin,  it  was  damped 
perhaps  upon  a  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  moneys 
like  our  fhillings  or  halfpence,  which  were  ifluedi 
out  of  the  mint,  and  became  current.  This  me- 
thod publifhed  every  noble  a&ion  to  advantage, 
and  in  a  fhort  fpace  of  time  fpread  through  the 
whole  Roman  empire.  The  Romans  were  fo 
careful  to  preferve  the  memory  of  great  events 
upon  their  coins,  that  when  any  particular  piece  of 
money  grew  very  fcarce,  it  was  often  re-coined  by 
a  fucceeding  emperor,  many  years  after  the  death 
of  the  emperor  to  whofe  honour  it  was  firft 
ftruck. 

A  friend  of  mine  drew  up  a  projeft  of  this  kind 
during  the  late  miniftry,  which  would  then  have 
besn  put  in  execution,  had  it  not  been  too  bufy  a 
time  for  thoughts  of  that  nature.  As  this  projeft 
has  been  very  much  talked  of  by  the  gentleman 
above-mentioned  to  men  of  the  greateft  genius  as 
well  as  quality,  I  am  informed  there  is  now  a  de- 
fign  on  foot  for  executing  the  propofal  which  was 
then  made,  and  that  we  fhall  have  feveral  farthings 
and  halfpence  charged  on  the  reverie  with  many 
of  the  glorious  particulars  of  her  majefty's  reign* 
This  is  one  of  thofe  arts  of  peace  which  may  very 
well  deferve  to  be  cultivated,  and  which  may  be 
of  great  ufe  to  pofterity. 

As  I  have  in  my  pofleflion  the  copy  of  the  paper 
abovementioned,  which  was  delivered  to  the  late 
lord  treafurer,  I  fhall  here  give  the  public  a  fight 
of  it ;  for  I  do  not  queftion  but  that  the  curious 
part  of  my  readers  will  be  very  well  pleafed  to  fee 
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fo  much  macter,  and  fo  many  ufeful  hints  upon 
this  fubje&,  laid  together  in  fo  clear,  and  concife  a 
manner : 

44  The  Englifh  have  not  been  fo  careful  as  other 

polite  nations  to  preferve  the  memory  of  their 
great  a&ions  and  events  on  medals.  Their  fub- 
je£ts  are  few,  their  mottoes  and  devices  mean, 

and  the  coins  themfelves  not  numerous  enough 
ci  to  fpread  among  the  people,  or  defcend  to  pof- 
44  terity. 

44  The  French  have  outdone  us  in  thefe  parti- 
44  culars,  and  by  the  eftablifhment  of  a  fociety  for 
44  the  invention  of  proper  infcriptions  and  defigns, 
44  have  the  whole  hiftory  of  their  prefent  king  in  a 
44  regular  feries  of  medals. 

44  They  have  failed,  as  well  as  the  Englifh,  in 
44  coining  fo  fmali  a  number  of  each  kind,  and 
44  thofe  of  fuch  coftly  metals  that  each  fpecies  may 
ci  be  loft  in  a  few  ages,  and  is  at  prefent  nowhere 
44  to  be  met  with  but  in  the  cabinets  of  the 
44  curious. 

44  The  ancient  Romans  took  the  only  effe&ual 

method  to  difperfe  and  preferve  their  medals^  by 

making  them  their  current  money. 

"  Every  thing  glorious  or  ufeful,  as  well  in  Peace 

as  War,  gave  occafion  to  a  different  coin.     Not 

only  an  expedition,  vi&ory,  or  triumph,  but 
44  the  exercife  of  a  folemn  devotion,  the  re- 
4C  mifhon  of  a  duty  or  tax,  a  new  temple,  fea- 
4C  port,  or  high- way,  were  tranfmitted  to  pofterity 
"  after  this  manner. 


€€ 


CC 


\ 


Digitized 


«  The    - 

ied  by  Google 


494  ANESSAYON 

*  The  greateft  variety  of  devices  are  on  their 
<c  copper  money,  which  have  moft  of  the  defigns 
<c  that  are  to  be  met  with  on  the  gold  and  (ilver, 
"  and  feveral  peculiar  to  that  metal  only.  By  this 
a  means   they  were   difperfed  into  the  remoteft 

corners  of  the  empire,  came  into  the  pofleffion  of 

the  pooi  as  well  as  rich,  and  were  in  no  danger 

of  perifhing  in  the  hands  of  thofe  that  might 
"  have  melted  down  coins  'of  a  more  valuable 
"  metal. 

"  Add  to,  all  this,  that  the  d/efigns  were  invented 
cc  by  m€h  of  genius,  and  executed  by  a  decree  of 
"  fenate. 

*•  It  is  therefore  prfcpofed : 

"  i.  That  the  Englifti  farthings  and  halfpence  be 
u  re-coined  upon  the  union  of  the  two  nations. 

u  2.  That  they  bear  devices  and  infcriptions  al- 
cc  luding  to  all  the  moft  remarkable  parts  of  her 
<c  majefty's  reign, 

"  3.  That  there  be  a  fociety  eftablifhed,  for  the 
"  finding  out  of  proper  fubje&s,  infcriptions,  and 
u  devices. 

u  That  no  fubjed,  infcription,  or  device,  be 
"  ftamped  without  the  approbation  of  this  fociety ; 
"  nor,  if  it  be  thought  proper,  without  the  au- 
44  thority  of  privy-council, 

"  By  this  means,  medals,  that  are  at  prefent 
"  only  a  dead  treafure,  or  mere  curiofities,  will  be 

of  ufe  in  the  ordinary  commerce  of  life,  and  at 

the  fame  time,  perpetuate  the  glories  of  her  ma- 

jefty's  reign,  reward  the  labours  of  her  greateft 


u  fubjeds,  keep  alive  in  the  people  a  gratitude  for 
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fervices,  and  excite  the  emulation  of  pofterity. 
To  thefe  generous  purpofes  nothing  can  fo  much 
contribute  as  medals  of  this  kind,  which  are  of 
undoubted  authority,  of  neceflary  ufe  and  obfer- 
vation,  not  perifhable  by  time,  nor  confined  to 
any  certain  place ;  properties  not  to  be  found  in 
books,  ftatues,  pi&ures,  buildings*  or  any  other 
monuments  of  illuftrious  a&ions." 


END  OP  THE   FIFTH  VOLUME. 
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